
 

i 
 

THE CORRELATION BETWEEN MOTIVATION AND VOCABULARY 

SIZE OF ENGLISH DEPARTMENT STUDENTS IN UNIVERSITAS 

MUHAMMADIYAH PURWOKERTO 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

A THESIS 

 

Presented as a partial fulfillment of theRequirements for theSarjana 

Pendidikan Degree in English Education 

 

by: 

INDAH PUJI RAHAYU 

1401050029 

 

 

ENGLISH DEPARTMENT 

TEACHER TRAINING AND EDUCATION FACULTY 

MUHAMMADIYAH UNIVERSITY OF PURWOKERTO 

2018

 The correlation between... Indah Puji Rahayu,  Teacher Training And Education Faculty Ump, 2018



 

ii 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The correlation between... Indah Puji Rahayu,  Teacher Training And Education Faculty Ump, 2018



 

iii 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The correlation between... Indah Puji Rahayu,  Teacher Training And Education Faculty Ump, 2018



 

iv 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 The correlation between... Indah Puji Rahayu,  Teacher Training And Education Faculty Ump, 2018



 

v 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The correlation between... Indah Puji Rahayu,  Teacher Training And Education Faculty Ump, 2018



 

vi 
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

 

Assalamu’alaikumWarrahmatullahWabarakatuh 

 Alhamdulillahirobbil’alamin. First of all, I would like send my praise to 

Alloh SWT for the mercy and grace to me, so I can accomplish this bachelor 

thesis entitle: “Correlation between Motivation and Vocabulary Size of English 

Department Students in UniversitasMuhammadiyahPurwokerto”. This thesis is 

presented to fulfill one of requirements accomplishing S-1 Degree in English 

Education Study Program Teacher Training and Education Faculty. 

UniversitasMuhammadiyahPurwokerto. 

The writer wishes to express great appreciation and special thanks to: 

1. Dr. H. SyamsuhadiIrsyad, S.H., the Rector of 

UniversitasMuhammadiyahPurwokerto. 

2. Drs. Pudiyono, M. Hum., the Dean of Teacher Training and Education 

Faculty who has given permission to conduct this research. 

3. AuliaNisaKhusnia, S.S., M.A., the Head of English Education Department 

who has given the opportunity and permission to conduct this study. 

4. Dr. FurqanulAziez, M.Pd. who has encouraged and guided me in 

completing my thesis. 

5. All of the lecturers in English Education Department who gave me 

inspiration and guidance while I study in 

UniversitasMuhammadiyahPurwokerto. 

 The correlation between... Indah Puji Rahayu,  Teacher Training And Education Faculty Ump, 2018



 

vii 
 

6. All students of sixth semester of English Department, as the sample of this 

research. 

7. Everyone who involved directly or indirectly in completing this thesis. 

 

The writer knows that this thesis still has weakness. Therefore, the writer 

accepts critic and suggestion from the readers.  Hopefully this thesis will give 

valuable contributions of educations further. 

Wassalamu’alaikumWarrahmatullahWabarakatuh 

 

Purwokerto, 08 Agustus 2018 

 

Indah PujiRahayu 

 

 

 

           

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The correlation between... Indah Puji Rahayu,  Teacher Training And Education Faculty Ump, 2018



 

viii 
 

DEDICATION 

 

Bismillahirahmanirrahiim. Firstly, I would to thank to my greatest praises 

and gratitude to Alloh SWT for giving me blessing, health, opportunities, and love 

in completing this study. Peace and blessing be upon to our greatest Prophet 

Muhammad SAW and his families. 

An addition, grateful dedication of this paper is greatly given to all those 

who gave me the opportunities to complete it it; 

1. My beloved mother and father, Yatinah and SuparminSinuangRaharjo. My 

love and respect are always for them. Thank you for the valuable efforts and 

contributions in supporting me both mentally and materially. 

2. My sisters and brothers,thank you for the contributions in supporting me both 

mentally and materially. 

3. My beloved best friends, Aurora Nadia Musonah, EnggalDwiraina, 

RismaPratistaDaulika, SekarAyuWardhani. Who always support and cheer me 

up. 

4. My friends in PBI 2018, especially class B.  

My dedication would not be completed without expressing due regard and 

gratitude to those people who haven’t been mentioned but considerably have a 

great involvement in this study. 

 

 

 

 The correlation between... Indah Puji Rahayu,  Teacher Training And Education Faculty Ump, 2018



 

ix 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 

APPROVAL ......................................................................................................  i 

LEGALIZATION ............................................................................................. ii 

DECLARATION ............................................................................................... iii 

STATEMENT OF AUTHORSHIP .................................................................iv 

ACKNOWLEGMENT ..................................................................................... v 

DEDICATION ................................................................................................... vii 

TABLE OF CONTENT .................................................................................... viii 

LIST OF TABLE .............................................................................................. x 

LIST OF FIGURE ............................................................................................ xi 

LIST OF APPENDICES .................................................................................. xii 

ABSTRACT ....................................................................................................... xiii 

 

CHAPTER I INTRODUCTION ...................................................................... 1 

A. Background of the Study ................................................................... 1 

B. Reason Choosing the Topic .............................................................. 3 

C. The Problem of Research .................................................................. 4 

D. The Aim of Research ........................................................................ 4 

E. Clarification of the Term ................................................................... 4 

F. The Contribution of Research ........................................................... 5 

 

CHAPTER II LITERATURE REVIEWS ...................................................... 6 

A. Vocabulary ....................................................................................... 6 

1. The Definition of Vocabulary .................................................... 6 

2. The Important of Vocabulary ..................................................... 6 

3. Kinds of Vocabulary .................................................................. 7 

4. The Aspect of Vocabulary.......................................................... 8 

5. The Problem of Learning Vocabulary ........................................ 9 

6. Dimension of Vocabulary .......................................................... 11 

7. Measuring Vocabulary Size ....................................................... 12 

B. Motivation ........................................................................................ 13 

1. The Definition of Motivation ..................................................... 13 

2. The Types of Motivation ............................................................ 14 

3. The Importance of Motivation in Learning Language ............... 15 

C. Basic Assumption ............................................................................. 16 

D. Hypothesis ........................................................................................ 16 

  

CHAPTER III RESEARCH METHODOLOGY .......................................... 17 

A. Research Methodology ..................................................................... 17 

B. Place and Time of the Research ....................................................... 17 

C. Object of the Research ..................................................................... 17 

1. Population................................................................................... 17 

2. Sample ........................................................................................ 18 

3. Variables..................................................................................... 18 

 The correlation between... Indah Puji Rahayu,  Teacher Training And Education Faculty Ump, 2018



 

x 
 

D. Method of Collecting Data ............................................................... 19 

1. Questionnaire ............................................................................. 19 

2. Vocabulary Size Test ................................................................. 20 

E. Techniques of Analyzing Data ......................................................... 21 

1. Students’ Motivation .................................................................. 21 

2. Vocabulary Size Test ................................................................. 22 

3. Product Moment Correlation ...................................................... 23 

CHAPTER IV RESULT AND DISCUSSION ................................................ 24 

A. The Result ........................................................................................ 24 

1. The students’ Motivation Score ................................................. 24 

2. The Vocabulary Size Test Score ................................................ 28 

3. The Correlation between Students’ Motivation and  

Vocabulary Size ......................................................................... 31 

B. Discussion ........................................................................................ 33 

CHAPTER V CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION .................................... 35 

A. Conclusion ........................................................................................ 35 

B. Suggestion ........................................................................................ 36 

REFERENCES ..................................................................................................37 

APPENDICES ................................................................................................... 42 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The correlation between... Indah Puji Rahayu,  Teacher Training And Education Faculty Ump, 2018



 

xi 
 

LIST OF TABLES 

 

Table 3.1. The score of questionnaire ................................................................... 19 

Table 3.2. The questionnaire’ indicator of motivation .......................................... 20 

Table 4.1. The frequency distribution of students’ motivation ............................. 26 

Table 4.2. The frequency distribution of vocabulary size test .............................. 29 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The correlation between... Indah Puji Rahayu,  Teacher Training And Education Faculty Ump, 2018



 

xii 
 

LIST OF FIGURES 

 

Figure 4.1. The frequency distribution of students’ motivation................ 27 

Figure 4.2. The frequency distribution of students’ vocabulary size ........ 30 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The correlation between... Indah Puji Rahayu,  Teacher Training And Education Faculty Ump, 2018



 

xiii 
 

LIST OF APPENDICES 

 

Appendix 1 Questionnaire of Students’ Motivation ................................. 39 

Appendix 2 The Vocabulary Size Test ..................................................... 40 

Appendix 3 Answer Sheet for Vocabulary Size Test................................ 58 

Appendix 4 Answer Key for Vocabulary Size Test .................................. 59 

Appendix 5 Distribution Questionnaire of Students’ Motivation ............. 60 

Appendix 6 The Score of Students’ Motivation ....................................... 62 

Appendix 7 The Score of Students’ Vocabulary Size ............................... 63 

Appendix 8 Computation of Product Moment Correlation ...................... 64 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 The correlation between... Indah Puji Rahayu,  Teacher Training And Education Faculty Ump, 2018



 

xiv 
 

THE CORRELATION BETWEEN MOTIVATION AND VOCABULARY 

SIZE OF ENGLISH DEPARTMENT STUDENTS IN UNIVERSITAS 

MUHAMMADIYAH PURWOKERTO 

 

Indah PujiRahayu 

1401050029 

 

Universitas Muhammadiyah Purwokerto 

indahraharjo95@gmail.com 

 

ABSTRACT 

The aim of this research is to know whether there is a correlation between 

motivation and vocabulary size. The method used in this research was correlation 

method. This research was carried out at UniversitasMuhamadiyahPurwokerto in 

academic year 2017/2018. This research used random sampling technique to take 

30 students as the sample. The writer collected the data using questionnaire and 

test. The questionnaire was used to collect the data about students’ motivation. 

The test was used to collect the data about students’ vocabulary size. The data was 

analyzed using Pearson’s product moment correlation formula. The result of the 

correlation coefficient calculated was 0.082 at the level of significance 5%. This 

indicates that there is no significant correlation between students’ motivation and 

vocabulary size, because the rtable coefficient is 0.361, which is higher than the 

calculated coefficient. In conclusion, there was no correlation between motivation 

and vocabulary size of the sixth semester students of Muhammadiyah University 

of Purwokerto. 

Keywords: motivation, vocabulary size, correlation. 
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