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ABSTRAK 

Penelitian ini bertujuan mengeksplorasi tradisi Merti Bhumi sebagai sumber belajar 

sosiologi yang kontekstual melalui analisis konseptual dan empiris perubahan sosial 

dengan pendekatan Science, Environment, Technology, and Society (SETS). 

Penelitian menggunakan pendekatan kualitatif dengan metode grounded theory, 

yang dilaksanakan di Dusun Kalipagu, Desa Ketenger. Data dikumpulkan melalui 

observasi partisipatif, wawancara mendalam dengan tokoh adat, perangkat desa, 

dan masyarakat, serta dokumentasi kegiatan tradisi. Hasil penelitian menunjukkan 

bahwa Merti Bhumi merupakan tradisi lokal yang dinamis, tidak hanya berfungsi 

sebagai ritual budaya, tetapi juga sebagai praktik sosial yang memuat pengetahuan 

lokal, nilai ekologis, pemanfaatan teknologi, dan relasi sosial yang saling 

berkelindan. Tradisi ini mencerminkan proses adaptasi masyarakat terhadap 

perubahan sosial dan lingkungan tanpa kehilangan makna inti budaya. Temuan 

penelitian mengindikasikan bahwa tradisi Merti Bhumi memiliki potensi kuat 

sebagai sumber belajar sosiologi yang kontekstual, karena menghadirkan 

pengalaman belajar yang bermakna, berbasis realitas sosial, dan relevan untuk 

memahami perubahan sosial di masyarakat. 

Kata kunci: Merti Bhumi, sumber belajar kontekstual, perubahan sosial, SETS, 

grounded theory. 
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ABSTRACT 

 

This study aims to explore the Merti Bhumi tradition as a contextual sociological 

learning resource through a conceptual and empirical analysis of social change 

using the Science, Environment, Technology, and Society (SETS) approach. The 

study employed a qualitative approach with grounded theory, conducted in 

Kalipagu Hamlet, Ketenger Village. Data were collected through participant 

observation, in-depth interviews with traditional leaders, village officials, and the 

community, and documentation of traditional activities. The results indicate that 

Merti Bhumi is a dynamic local tradition, functioning not only as a cultural ritual 

but also as a social practice encompassing local knowledge, ecological values, 

technology utilization, and intertwined social relations. This tradition reflects the 

community's adaptation process to social and environmental change without losing 

its core cultural meaning. The research findings indicate that the Merti Bhumi 

tradition has strong potential as a contextual sociological learning resource, as it 

provides a meaningful learning experience, grounded in social reality, and relevant 

to understanding social change in society. 

 

Keywords: Merti Bhumi, contextual learning resource, social change, SETS, 

grounded theory. 
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