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ABSTRACT

Tawakal, Igbal. 1809010036. 2024: THE HEROISM OF BEN RANDALL IN THE FILM
THE GUARDIAN (2006). Undergraduate thesis for Sarjana Sastra Degree, English
Literature Study Program, Faculty of Cultural Sciences and Communication,
Universitas Muhammadiyah Purwokerto.

This research investigates the concept of heroism through the character of Ben
Randall in the film "The Guardian" (2006). Heroism is often perceived as involving
superhuman abilities, but this study focuses on the heroism of ordinary
individuals. In this qualitative research, researcher used Becker and Eagly's
heroism theory to analyze the character traits and actions of Ben Randall. The
research highlights key aspects of heroism, including bravery, altruism, empathy,
and resilience. The study examines how situational factors, personal traits,
transformation, and altruistic motivation contribute to Randall's heroism. The
findings suggest that true heroism can be found in everyday actions and ordinary
people who demonstrate exceptional moral and ethical behavior. This research
contributes to a broader understanding of heroism, encouraging recognition of
small but significant acts of bravery and selflessness in daily life.

Keywords: Heroism, Characters, Ben Randall, The Guardian.
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INTISARI

Tawakal, Igbal. 1809010036. 2024: KEPAHLAWANAN DARI BEN RANDALL DALAM
FILM THE GUARDIAN (2006). Skripsi. Program Studi Sastra Inggris, Fakultas IImu
Budaya dan Komunikasi, Universitas Muhammadiyah Purwokerto.

Penelitian ini menyelidiki konsep kepahlawanan melalui karakter Ben Randall
dalam film “The Guardian” (2006). Kepahlawanan sering dianggap melibatkan
kemampuan manusia super, tetapi penelitian ini berfokus pada kepahlawanan
individu biasa. Dengan menganalisis sifat-sifat karakter dan tindakan Ben Randall,
penelitian ini menyoroti aspek-aspek utama kepahlawanan, termasuk keberanian,
altruisme, empati, dan ketahanan. Dengan menggunakan qualitatif deskriptif dan
teori kepahlawanan dari Becker dan Eagly, penelitian ini meneliti bagaimana
faktor situasional, sifat pribadi, transformasi, dan motivasi altruistik berkontribusi
terhadap kepahlawanan Randall. Temuan menunjukkan bahwa kepahlawanan
sejati dapat ditemukan dalam tindakan sehari-hari dan orang-orang biasa yang
menunjukkan perilaku moral dan etika yang luar biasa. Penelitian ini berkontribusi
pada pemahaman yang lebih luas tentang kepahlawanan, mendorong pengakuan
atas tindakan keberanian dan sikap tidak mementingkan diri sendiri yang kecil
namun signifikan dalam kehidupan sehari-hari.

Keywords: Kepahlawanan, Karakter, Ben Randall, The Guardian.

Xi

The Heroism of Ben..., Igbal Tawakal, Fakultas llmu Budaya dan Komunikasi UMP, 2024



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Y o o 20 LYY B | -y Y iii
VALIDATION SHEET ...coiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiiiiiiiisiisisnsssssssssss s ss s ssssssssssssssssssssss s iv
STATEMENT OF ORIGINALITY .....uiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnnnniinnnsnnsssnssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssnenes v
1Y 0 2 I 0 PN vi
[ 1 ] [0 I N vii
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS.....ccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiisisiesssssisnssssssssssssssssssss s sssssssssssssssssssens viii
HALAMAN PERNYATAAN PERSETUJUAN PUBLIKASI SKRIPSI.......cccouiiruiireiinenincresinnnnes ix
UNTUK KEPENTINGAN AKADEMIS .....ccuiieiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiiineirainassesssesrnsrassesses ix
Y S I 2 X
INTISARIL.......... & ... % . < OGN ... & A B Xi
TABLE OF CONTENTS ...cooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiininisessssssessesessssssssieeeessssessnsesessseesesssenes Xii
LIST OF APPENDICES...c.cccuiiuiiuiiieiiieiinesioireieesiinisniiascrsscnssssssssessassssssrasssassenssasssassns Xiv
LIST OF PICTURES ....couuiiauiiieiiiiiiiitiiiiieeii ettt teas s rass s enesssansssensssenssseassssansssansssens XV
CHAPTER | INTRODUCTION ...cc.ciiiiiiiiiiiiniieeiiriniieetenreeisrensseessrsne s seanssennsssasssseassnsnsssens 1
A.1 Background of the RESearch ... e e 1
A.2 Problem of the RESEarCh .........ciiiiiiiiie ettt s 5
A.3 Objectives Of the RESEAICN ..i..uuviiei ittt e et e e 5
A.4 Significance of RESEAICN.....c..uui it 6
A.5 Definition Of KEY TEIMIS.....ccciiiiiiiiie ettt ettt e e e e s e e e st e e e e e e eaaba e e e e e nareeas 6
CHAPTER Il LITERATURE REVIEW........uiiiiiisinn i 7
B.1 Theoretical FrameWOrK ........cocuuiiiiiiiiiiiie ettt 7

2 R o = 0 1 o o PP PPR PP PPRPIP 7
B.1.2 CIVIC HEIOISIM .. eeiiiiiiiiiiiiiii ittt 14
B.1.3 Heroism by Becker and Eagly ...cc..uveiiiieiiiiiiieeciiiiieee e 15
B.1.4 TeXtUal ANGIYSIS..cciiceeiiiiiiiiiiirieeeeeeeee e e e eeeeeeeeeee e e e r e b e rreeeeeeeeeaeaeeas 19

B.2 Review of Related ReSarch .........ocueviiiiiiiiiie e 21
CHAPTER 1ll RESEARCH METHODS.......cceuiiiiiiiieiiieiireiires e rees e e ssaasenasssnnssas 27
C.1TYPe Of RESEAICH ... e et e e e e e aaraeeaeeean 27
C.2 Data and SoUrces Of Data.....ccocueerieeriieniienrie e s 27
C.3 Methods of Collecting Data..........uuiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeee e e e e e e 28
C.4 Technique of Collecting Data .........ueiiieeeieiiieiieeee e e e e 28
Xii

The Heroism of Ben..., Igbal Tawakal, Fakultas llmu Budaya dan Komunikasi UMP, 2024



C.5 Methods of ANalyzing Data ..........euviiieiiiiiiiieiieeee e e e 29

CHAPTER IV DATA ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION .....cc.covuuiiiiiiiieiireeiieeireeinsanseneenanenns 30
D.1 Data DeSCIPLION .oiieieeeiiiiiicieie et e et s e e s e e e e eeeaarabbaaas e s e e eeaaaees 30
D.2.1 Data Analysis and Discussion: Heroism Reflected on Ben Randall's Character in
The GUArdian Film ....eooiie ettt e et e e e e e sabee e e neas 30

D.2.1.1 Situational FACOrsS ...cc.veeieiiiie ettt 31
D.2.1.2 Personal Traits ..occueeiiieieeeiiie ettt 34
D.2.1.3 Transformation and Growth ..........cccciiiiiiiiiiniinie e 46
D.2.1.4 AItruistic MOTIVAtioN .....ccovuiiiiiiiii it 48

BAB V CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION......ccccitiuiiiniimninirniraiiresinesinsirnsresssesseessessses 54
E.L CONCIUSION ..ttt et sab e e smne e e sane e e e snnreeenans 54
E.2$8Uggestion.......... o LA . ... .oeeee ... .0 LB 54

REFERENCES.....ccceeteeittimieiememmeremmemmiemmemieeeeeeeeeiemmeseeemeseresssssssssssisssssssssssssssssssssssssssssnss 56

APPENDICES™y... £ . X780, ........ 00880 A0 RS o e cericnnieees B oo M cresrnsancsaces v es 60

xiii

The Heroism of Ben..., Igbal Tawakal, Fakultas llmu Budaya dan Komunikasi UMP, 2024



LIST OF APPENDICES

1. Appendix 1, Cover of the film The GUardian..................uueevevvevecnereeeeenene, 60

2. Appendix 2, Plot story of The Guardian film........cocooeveveneiienieeeeeine 60

3. Appendix 3, Plagiarism ChecK.......ccceueieiieie et 62
Xiv

The Heroism of Ben..., Igbal Tawakal, Fakultas llmu Budaya dan Komunikasi UMP, 2024



LIST OF PICTURES

T (U A o ¢ 1 VA=Y [ OO 32
FIBUIE 2 CaVe RESCUEC....iutuiie i ettt e e ettt e e e e e e et ettt e e e e e e eeeeatnaaeeeeeeeeessnnnans 32
Figure 3 Randall jumped into StOrmy SEas........cceivciiiiiniciiie e 35
Figure 4 Randall comforting his friends after helicopter crash ..........ccccceeeeenn. 36
Figure 5 Ben Randall saved Jake Fischer from trapped room......ccccccoueeeeicnnnnnnn. 37
Figure 6 Ben Randall trying to understand Jake Fischer.......cccccooviviiiiiiveeinieeienn, 39
Figure 7 Ben discussed with his rescue team .........cccccvveiivieeiniiiiiciniiiee e 40
Figure 8 Randall asking advice about his problem...........cccooveeeriiiiniiciiiiiieeeeeee 41
Figure 9 The medicine that Ben Randall took to calm himself ..........cocvveeeeeerennes 42
Figure 10 Ben Randall’s wife Helen, moving out from their house...................... 43
Figure 11 Randall making decision to rescue other people.......cccccevvvrrrrennieennnnn. 44
Figure 12 Personal [OSt.........ueiieiiiieiie e ree et e e e e e e eaaa e e e 46
Figure 13 Fight his trauma during rescue missSion .........ccccevvieeeeeeeeieeciiiiveeeeeeeeenans 47
Figure 14 Ben Randall decided to help even though he is already retired........... 49
Figure 15 Randall saving other people in stormy Seas .........ccccccveeeiecieeeeecciieeenns 50
Figure 16 Captain from Coast Guard introduce Randall to his junior................... 51
Figure 17 Ben Randall sacrifice himself in order to make his junior alive............. 52

XV

The Heroism of Ben..., Igbal Tawakal, Fakultas llmu Budaya dan Komunikasi UMP, 2024





