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A CRITICAL MULTIMODAL DISCOURSE ANALYSIS OF ANTI-
VAXXERS AND ANTI-MASKERS MEME IN COVID-19 CONTEXT

ABSTRACT

This study aims to identify and analyze the visual and verbal representation of anti-
vaxxers and anti-maskers in COVID-19 memes, as well as investigate the
correlation between the caption and visual representation of these memes. The
research design involves Critical Multimodal Discourse Analysis to examine
COVID-19 memes obtained from internet meme sites. The visual and verbal
representations of the memes were analyzed using Kress and van Leuween's visual
metafunction theory and Halliday and Matthiessen's Transitivity theory. The
findings reveal that narrative processes dominate the visual representation, with a
prevalent additive relationship between visual and verbal elements. The study
concludes that the memes effectively convey messages related to the global
conversation on the COVID-19 pandemic. The implications of the study highlight
the importance of visual and verbal elements in creating impactful and cohesive
messages in memes.

Keywords: COVID-19 memes, multimodal discourse analysis, visual metafunction,
transitivity, intersemiotic.
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A CRITICAL MULTIMODAL DISCOURSE ANALYSIS OF ANTI-
VAXXERS AND ANTI-MASKERS MEME IN COVID-19 CONTEXT

INTISARI

Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk mengidentifikasi dan menganalisis representasi
visual dan verbal anti-vaxxer dan anti-masker dalam meme COVID-19, serta
menyelidiki korelasi antara teks dan representasi visual meme tersebut. Desain
penelitian ini menggunakan Analisis Wacana Multimodal Kritis untuk meneliti
meme COVID-19 yang diperoleh dari situs meme internet. Representasi visual dan
verbal dari meme tersebut dianalisis dengan menggunakan teori metafungsi visual
dari Kress dan van Leuween serta teori Transitivitas dari Halliday dan Matthiessen.
Temuan menunjukkan bahwa proses naratif mendominasi representasi visual,
dengan hubungan aditif yang lazim antara elemen visual dan verbal. Penelitian ini
menyimpulkan bahwa meme secara efektif menyampaikan pesan yang berkaitan
dengan percakapan global tentang pandemi COVID-19. Implikasi dari penelitian
ini menyoroti pentingnya elemen visual dan verbal dalam menciptakan pesan yang
berdampak dan kohesif dalam meme.

Kata kunci: Meme COVID-19, analisis wacana multimodal, metafungsi visual,
transitivitas, intersemiotik.

ix

A Critical Multimodal Discourse..., Diva Indro Kuncoro, Faculty Of Cultural Sciences And Communication UMP, 2024



TABLE OF CONTENT

APPROVAL SHEET ......ccooiiii ettt il
VALIDATION SHEET .....coooiiiiiiiiiiieee ettt il
STATEMENT OF ORIGINALITY ...occoiiiiiiiiiiieitecee ettt v
DEDICATION ...ttt ettt ettt esseeaeeneenaeenes v
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS.......cootiiiiiteitiiiiieeeeeseee et vi
ABSTRACT ...ttt s ettt sttt et nbeeaesanens viii
INTISARI ...ttt e s st enteeneenseeneeeneenseeneas ix
TABLE OF CONTENT ..ottt sttt X
LIST OF TABLES ...ttt xii
CHAPTER I INTRODUCTION. .......cccoiiiiiiieiie e nna e 1
A. Background ReSEarch .............cccceeouieiiiiiieiiiciiesiieecee e e 1
B. Reasearch QUESHIONS ........ccuueeiiveeiiiieiieieciireeeeteeeeeesaessieeeeesteeeseeeesseseesseeeesseeens 6
C. ResBuasgh @ gl veg mua 0 Adr (0 oo .. . Ngdf.......... H...... 6
D. Resarch PUIPOSE .....covuiiiiiiiiiit ettt ee ettt e s e eesbaeeens 7
E. Research LimitationS ....ccueeecveeriiiriieiiesieesieesssssssssnse e aeneseeseesessesesensseessaensnes 7
F. Research BENETILS ......ccciieiiiiiiiiii it sree e e itae e eesnaeeens 8
G. Definition 0f Key TermS .....cccveiiiriiiiiiicieeieieieeeiree et snne e 8
CHAPTER II LITERATURE REVIEW .........ccooooiiiiiiiiiiiieecte e 10
F Y] (55 1o S S SRR AR 10
B. Text or Caption N MEMIE ........c..cecuieeiieiieereesieereesesesineeneeeereesseeesseessnesnseens 12
C. COVID19 MEIMES .....uuveeeiieeeciieeeitaeeiteeeieeesaeesisaeeessstsennseesnsseesinseesnsseesnssens 13
Cl ANLI-VAXXEIS. 1eeiiiiiiiieiieeiieeeeiteeesissesesiaeeesssassasnaeesseeessseeesssesanssesenssessnssessnnns 15

C.2 ANEI-MASKETS ..ottt sttt sbe et ebeestaeenseeeees 17

D. Critical Multimudal Discourse ANalysis............cciemrererreerieeiienieenieeneeenens 19
E. TIanSIEIVILY c.ovevieieiieeiieseet ettt st sttt s 20
F. Visual Grammar ..........cccoociiiiiiiieiiie ettt e 22
F.1 Component of Representational/Ideational Structure ...........c.cccccveeenenn. 23

G. Logical Intersemiotic Relationship between Verbal Text and Visual Text.. 25

H. Previous Related Reseach ...........cccooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeee e 26
CHAPTER III RESEARCH METHOD ...........ooooiiiiiieee e 31
A. Research Design and Method ...........ccoooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeee e 31
B. Research Procedure..........ooouieiiiiiiiiiieieeeeceee e 32

X

A Critical Multimodal Discourse..., Diva Indro Kuncoro, Faculty Of Cultural Sciences And Communication UMP, 2024



G DALA SOUICE vttt e e e e e e et taareeeeeeeeeeeaaaaaeseseeenenes 32

D. Data Collection TEeChNIQUES........cccuvieiiieeiiieeiieeeee et e 33
E. Data ANALYSIS ..uviiiiiiiiiii ettt e e 33
CHAPTER IV FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION ......cccooiiiiieiieieecie e 35
AN D F:17: B B 1T 4 01510 ) s KPS USR 35
B. Data ANALYSIS ....oeeeiiieeiiieciie ettt et eanees 35
C. Finding and DISCUSSION ........ecoviteiieeriieeiieniieeiieniieeiee e eteesieeebeeseneeseeseee e 36
C.1 Anti-VaxXer MEIMES ......ccceeeruiiiiieiiiiiieisiiiee e siee et eeiee et e siee st e sieeeaeeseees 36
C.2 Anti-MaSKET MEMES ........eeeiuiiieiiieeiiieciie et etie et eeseveeesereeeesee e 55
CHAPTER V CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION .......cccoociiviieiiiiieiee, 76
AL CONCIUSION ..viiiviieeiiie ettt e et e e e eat e e s aae e saseeeeareeesasaessseeenseeenneeas 76
Bl SUGZESTION ettt ettt 77
REFERENCE .........ocociiiiiiiiiiieee ettt ettt 78
i

A Critical Multimodal Discourse..., Diva Indro Kuncoro, Faculty Of Cultural Sciences And Communication UMP, 2024



LIST OF TABLES

1) (3 0 RSSO 37
171 0) (T RO TPRR 38
1) (300 (RO 41
171 0) (USROS 42
1) (R T OSSR 44
171 0) (R 10RO RPN 45
;1 o) (S PRSPPI 47
171 0) (3 USROS 48
;1 o) (ST T SRR 51
;1 o) (S G Y PP 56
;1 o) (ST Y00 O S S PP 57
TADLE 7.1 e e 60
1 o) (S0 80 e S S PP 61
Table#.1........ 4. Y. a dW......000...... 4. D......... . Q%....... 63
TADIE 8.2. 1. ittt e et e e 64
TdPle 8.2.0m. .. 4l ) g aeiiciriigoeinei B Saeomrenieeeeees e 65
able 0.1, .. LW/ AW,  ....N\. o088, 00, . . .. & .. 68
[Table 9.2 ). 00/ o........ NN VSD ool N 69
[Table 9R.21.. W/ ...... <8N .~ Lot 0. 2% ... ... o 69
[Table 9. A TEN......... S 08 A0 L 72
Table hownl WUV 4 = S Al > = W ... B 73
Table 1022 AN o VAN G (I PN 73
Xii

A Critical Multimodal Discourse..., Diva Indro Kuncoro, Faculty Of Cultural Sciences And Communication UMP, 2024





