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ABSTRACT

Setiani, Arfia Nur. 1809010048. Wahyuningsih, Titik. 2023: Representation of
Moral Messages in Disney’s Movie Soul. Undergraduate Thesis for Sarjana
Sastra Degree, English Department, Faculty of Cultural Sciences and
Communication, Universitas Muhammadiyah Purwokerto.

Apart from being entertainment, movies are also a means of conveying
messages to the public. One of them is the animated Soulmovie by Pete Docter,
which contains positive moral messages for the audience. This movie tells
about a music teacher named Joe Gardner who dreams of becoming a famous
jazz musician. The purpose of this study is to find and describe how the
representation of the moral message depicted in the Soul movie. To achieve
the objectives of this research, the researcher uses moral theory by Franz
Magnis Suseno and Roland Bathes' semiotic.

This research uses a qualitative descriptive research type. The data used in this
study are scenes related to the moral message in the Soul movie with data
collection methods, namely observation, and documentation. This study's
results are eleven scenes showing some of the moral messages depicted in the
Soulmovie.

The moral messages represented in the scenes of the Soul movie include
honesty means being honest with others with an open and honest nature
without hiding their identity from others. The second is authentic values,
namely being yourself in making choices that make you happy and choosing
one's way of life, in other words, being self-aware is enough to be aware of
what is bad, and what is beneficial for one's self, the third is the willingness to
take responsibility, namely by realizing mistakes, correcting these mistakes,
and keeping promises, the fourth is moral independence which represents the
form of determining one's own way of life and enjoying life every minute of it,
the fifth is moral courage in the form of realizing ideals and being open to what
one wants, then the moral attitude of humility is represented in the form of not
being arrogant and not demeaning oneself, and lastly a realistic and critical
moral attitude, which represents being aware of what is happening around you
and defending your abilities from the situation.

Keywords: moral message, semiotics, Roland Barthes, Soul
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INTISARI

Setiani, Arfia Nur. 1809010048. Wahyuningsih, Titik. 2023: Representasi Pesan
Moral dalam Film Disney Soul. Skripsi untuk memenuhi Gelar Sarjana Sastra,
Sastra Inggris, Fakultas Ilmu Budaya dan Komunikasi, Universitas
Muhammadiyah Purwokerto.

Film selain sebagai hiburan juga sebagai sarana dalam menyampaikan pesan
kepada masyarakat. Salah satunya adalah film animasi Soul karya Pete Docter
yang mengandung pesan-pesan moral positif bagi penonton. Film ini
menceritakan tentang guru music bernama Joe Gardner yang memiliki impian
untuk menjadi seorang musisi Jazz terkenal. Tujuan dari penelitian ini untuk
menemukan dan mendeskripsikan bagaimana representasi pesan moral yang
digambarkan dalam film Soul. Untuk mencapai tujuan dalam penelitian ini,
maka peneliti menggunakan teori moral oleh Franz Magnis Suseno dan
semiotika Roland Barthes.

Penelitian ini menggunakan jenis penelitian deskriptif kualitatif. Data yang
digunakan dalam penelitian ini adalah potongan adegan-adegan yang berkaitan
dengan pesan moral dalam film Soul dengan metode pengumpulan data yaitu
observasi dan dokumentasi. Hasil dari penelitian ini terdapat sebelas adegan
yang menunjukan beberapa pesan moral yang digambarkan dalam film Soul.

Adapun pesan moral yang terwakili dalam adegan-adegan dalam film Soul,
diantaranya yaitu kejujuran artinya jujur kepada orang lain dengan sifat terbuka
dan jujur tanpa menyembunyikan jati dirinya dari orang lain, kedua nilai-nilai
otentik yaitu menjadi diri sendiri dalam menentukan pilihan yang membuat
anda senang memilih jalan hidup sendiri dengan kata lain sadar diri cukup
dengan menyadari mana yang buruk dan mana yang bermanfaat bagi diri
sendiri, ketiga kesediaan untuk bertanggung jawab, yaitu dengan menyadari
kesalahan, memperbaiki kesalahan tersebut, dan menepati janji, keempat
kemandirian moral yang merepresentasikan bentuk penentuan jalan hidup
sendiri dan menikmati hidup setiap menitnya, kelima adalah keberanian moral
berupa mewujudkan cita-cita dan membuka diri terhadap apa yang diinginkan,
kemudian sikap moral kerendahan hati itu merepresentasikan dalam bentuk
tidak sombong dan juga tidak merendahkan diri sendiri, dan terakhir sikap
moral realistis dan kritis, dimana itu mewakili menyadari apa yang terjadi di
sekitar anda dan mempertahankan kemampuan anda dari situasi tersebut.

Kata kunci: pesan moral, semiotik, Roland Barthes, Soul



Representation of Moral..., Arfia Nur Setiani, Fakultas Ilmu Budaya dan Komunikasi UMP,
2023

xi

CONTENTS

COVER PAGE ....................................................................................................... i

APPROVAL SHEET ............................................................................................... ii

VALIDATION SHEET ............................................................................................. iii

STATEMENT OF ORIGINALITY ............................................................................ iv

DEDICATION ........................................................................................................ v

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS ........................................................................................ vi

ABSTRACT ........................................................................................................... vii

INTISARI .............................................................................................................. viii

CONTENTS ........................................................................................................... ix

LIST OF PICTURES ................................................................................................ xi

CHAPTER I INTRODUCTION

A.1 Background of the Research ......................................................................... 1

A.2 Problem of the Research .............................................................................. 4

A.3 Objectives of the Research ........................................................................... 4

A.4 Significances of the Research ....................................................................... 4

A.5 Limitation of the Research ............................................................................ 5

A.6 Definition of the Key Terms .......................................................................... 6

A.7 Organization of the Research Report ........................................................... 8

CHAPTER II REVIEW OF LITERATURE

B.1 Theoretical Framework ................................................................................. 10

B.1.1 Moral Message ........................................................................................... 10

B.1.2 Moral Theory by Franz Magnis Suseno ...................................................... 12

B.1.3 Semiotics..................................................................................................... 18

B.1.4 Roland Barthes Semiotics .......................................................................... 20

B.1.4.1 Denotation .............................................................................................. 22



Representation of Moral..., Arfia Nur Setiani, Fakultas Ilmu Budaya dan Komunikasi UMP,
2023

xii

B.1.4.2 Connotation ............................................................................................ 22

B.1.4.3 Myth ........................................................................................................ 23

B.2 Related Studies .............................................................................................. 24

CHAPTER III RESEARCH METHOD

C.1 Type of the Research .................................................................................... 34

C.2 Data and Source of the Data ......................................................................... 35

C.3 Method of Collecting Data ............................................................................ 36

C.4 Technique of Collecting Data ........................................................................ 37

C.5 Method of Analyzing Data ............................................................................ 37

CHAPTER IV DATA ANALYSIS

D.1 Data Description ........................................................................................... 39

D.2 Data Analysis ................................................................................................. 39

D.2.1 Honesty ...................................................................................................... 40

D.2.2 Authentic Values ........................................................................................ 45

D.2.3 Willingness to Take Responsibility ............................................................ 50

D.2.4 Moral Independence .................................................................................. 53

D.2.5 Moral Courage ........................................................................................... 57

D.2.6 Humility ...................................................................................................... 61

D.2.7 Realistic and Critical ................................................................................... 63

D.3 Discussion ..................................................................................................... 66

CHAPTER V CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION

E.1 Conclusion ..................................................................................................... 72

E.2 Suggestion ..................................................................................................... 73

BIBLIOGRAPHY .................................................................................................... 75



Representation of Moral..., Arfia Nur Setiani, Fakultas Ilmu Budaya dan Komunikasi UMP,
2023

xiii

LIST OF PICTURES

Picture 1 - Soul of Joe Gardner and 22 in Hall of You .......................................... 40

Picture 2 - Joe is talking to Connie and Connie plays trombone......................... 43

Picture 3 - Joe and calico cat having a serious conversation ............................. 46

Picture 4 - Joe is performing in a gig concert and the crowd applauds.............. 48

Picture 5 - 22 and Joe’s Soul are going to earth together................................... 51

Picture 6 - 22 told Joe that she had already found the purpose of her life........ 54

Picture 7 - Joe is starting a new life ..................................................................... 55

Picture 8 - Joe and his mother are arguing ......................................................... 58

Picture 9 - Joe is playing a piano in front of Dorothea........................................ 60

Picture 10 - Curley accompanies Joe meeting Dorothea..................................... 62

Picture 11 - Joe and 22 in a barbershop .............................................................. 64




