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REALISME MAGIS DALAM NOVEL 

AROMA KARSA KARYA DEE LESTARI 

 

Giyass Index Firstnanda 

 

ABSTRAK 

  
Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk mengungkapkan narasi realisme magis dan 

menemukan konteks sosial budaya yang melatarbelakangi munculnya narasi 

realisme magis dalam novel novel Aroma Karsa karya Dee Lestari. Penelitian ini 

memanfaatkan teori naratif realisme magis Faris dalam bukunya yang 

berjudul Ordinary Enchantments Magical Realism and Remystifiction of 

Narratives (2004). Penelitian menggunakan penelitian deskriptif kualitatif. Data 

dalam penelitian ini adalah kata, frasa, dan kalimat dalam novel Aroma 

Karsa karya Dee Lestari. Sumber data dalam penelitian ini yaitu novel Aroma 

Karsa karya Dee Lestari. Teknik pengumpulan data menggunakan Teknik baca 

dan catat. Teknik analisis data pada penelitian ini menggunakan interaktif model 

yaitu mereduksi data, penyajian data dan menarik kesimpulan.. Hasil  penelitian 

ini adalah realisme magis yang ternarasikan dalam novel Dee Lestari tidak hanya 

sarat dengan karakteristik realisme magis Faris yang memperlihatkan eksistensi 

kebudayaan tradisional di era modern, tetapi juga mengukuhkan kepercayaan 

masyarakat Jawa serta mendekonstruksinya. Konteks sosial budaya yang 

melatarbelakangi munculnya novel Dee Lestari disebabkan oleh kebudayaan Jawa 

yang sampai saat ini masih eksis dalam era modern. Hasil analisis tersebut 

memunculkan dua isu sosial dan pemaknaan. Isu sosial yang muncul yakni 

mengenai keyakinan orang Jawa terhadap kebudayaannya yang sedikit banyak 

memiliki citra magis dan isu sosial mengenai ajaran kebudayaan Jawa dalam 

menyikapi alam semesta. Makna yang diperoleh antara lain: (1) orang Jawa akan 

selalu percaya pada sejarah kebudayaan yang berkaitan dengan sesuatu yang 

sakral, suci ataupun kepercayaan akan magis; (2) adanya kepercayaan tentang 

tempat sakral dan makhluk gaib;(3) orang Jawa meyakini hal supranatural dan 

kekuatan gaib merupakan sebuah alternatif untuk mewujudkan cita-cita. 

 

Kata kunci: Budaya Jawa, Realisme Magis, Aroma Karsa, Dee Lestari, 

Tradisional, Modern 
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MAGICAL REALISM IN AROMA 

KARSA NOVEL BY DEE 

LESTARI 

 
          Giyass Index Firstnanda 

ABSTRACT 

 
This research was conducted to reveal magical realism narrative and to find out 
the socio-cultural context behind the emergence of magical realism narratives in 

a novel entitled Aroma Karsa by Dee Lestari. Faris' magical realism narrative 
theory in his book entitled Ordinary Enchantments Magical Realism and 
Remystifiction of Narratives (2004) was used in this research. This research 
belonged to descriptive qualitative in which words, phrases, and sentences in a 
novel entitled Aroma Karsa by Dee Lestari was used as the source of data. 
Reading and note-taking techniques was used to collect the data. An interactive 
model that reduced data, displayed data, and cloncluded was used to analyzed 

data. The result of this research was The magical realism narrated in Dee 
Lestari's novel was not only full of the characteristics of Faris magical realism 
which showed the existence of traditional culture in the modern era, but also 
strengthened the beliefs of the Javanese people and deconstructed it. The socio-
cultural context behind the emergence of the novel Dee Lestari was caused by 
Javanese culture which until now still exists in the modern era. The analysis 
result raised two social issues and meaning. The social issues that arised were 
regarding the Javanese belief in their culture which more or less had a magical 

image and social issues regarding the teachings of Javanese culture in responding 
to the universe. The meanings obtained include: (1) Javanese people will always 
believed in cultural history related to something sacred, holy or belief in magic; 
(2) the existence of beliefs about sacred places and supernatural beings; (3) 
Javanese people believed that supernatural things and supernatural powers were 
alternative to realizing their ideals. 
 
Keyword: Javanese culture, Magical Realism, Aroma Karsa, Dee Lestari, 

Traditional, Modern 
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