
i 
 

COVER 

Improving Students’ Vocabulary through Flashcards 

(A Classroom Action Research at Eighth Grade of SMP N 1 Kebasen in 

Academic Year 2018/2019) 

 

 

 

A THESIS 

Submitted to the English Education Department as a Partial Fulfillment of 

Requirements for S.Pd. Degree 

 

By: 

INTAN RAMADHAN 

1501050014 

 

ENGLISH EDUCATION DEPARTMENT 

TEACHER TRAINING AND EDUCATION FACULTY 

UNIVERSITAS MUHAMMADIYAH PURWOKERTO 

2019



ii 
 

APPROVAL 

 

  

Improving Students’ Vocabulary…, Intan Ramadhan, FKIP UMP, 2019



iii 
 

LEGALIZATION 
 

 

  

Improving Students’ Vocabulary…, Intan Ramadhan, FKIP UMP, 2019



iv 
 

STATMENT OF AUTHORSHIP

 

 
 

Improving Students’ Vocabulary…, Intan Ramadhan, FKIP UMP, 2019



v 
 

MOTTO 
 

“be as yourself as you want” 

 

“Do your best, so I won’t blame myself for everything”  

– Magdalena Neuner 

  

Improving Students’ Vocabulary…, Intan Ramadhan, FKIP UMP, 2019



vi 
 

DEDICATION 
 

Bismillahirahmanirrahiim. 

This thesis is dedicated to: 

1. Alloh SWT, who gave me chance to breathe and bless me during the process 

of doing this thesis. 

2. My handsome dad and my first love, the head of Riyanto’s family, Riyanto, 

my beloved and beautiful angel who gave birth to me, Rasminah. Thank you 

for trusting me to do whatever I want, supporting me, and praying for me. 

You’re my everything. Without you, I am nothing. 

3. My handsome brother, Riyan Arief Pambudi and my beautiful sister, 

Maulidya Windha Intanti, thank you for your support and advices. 

4. All of members of Rasmidi’s family, thank you for supporting me. 

5. My bestfriend, Budi Setiawan. Thank you for your support, your love, your 

help and your patience. 

6. My beloved friends in The Best Ten Squad, Septi, Tiara, Dewi, Atika, Afni, 

Lelita, Dian, Rahma and Dinar. Thank you for giving me your support. 

You’re my bestfriends. 

7. All of my friends in English Education Department class A 2015, who always 

help me and support me, class B and C 2015, thank you for being my friend 

and support me. 

 

Improving Students’ Vocabulary…, Intan Ramadhan, FKIP UMP, 2019



vii 
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
 

Assalamu’alaikum Wr. Wb. 

Alhamdulillahirobil’alamin. All praises be to Alloh SWT who has given the 

strength and blessing to the researcher to accomplish this thesis as a partial 

fulfillment of the requirement for S.Pd Degree in English Education Department. 

Teacher Training and Education Faculty of Universitas Muhammadiyah 

Purwokerto entitle: Improving Students’ Vocabulary Through Flashcards. The 

writer realized that this thesis would not be done without pray and guidance from 

people surronding who always support the writer. Therefore, the writer would like 

to express greatest appreciation and thanks to: 

1. Dr. Anjar Nugroho, M.S.I., M.H.I., the rector of Universitas Muhammadiyah 

Purwokerto 

2. Drs. Pudiyono, M.Hum., the dean of teacher training and education faculty 

who was given permission to write this thesis. 

3. Saefurrohman, Ph.D., the chief of English Education Department and also as 

the academic supervisor who has given me a chance to conduct this thesis. 

4. Dyah Kusumastuti, S.Pd., M.Hum as my beloved thesis supervisor who gave 

me chance to conduct this thesis and always supports me. 

5. My lecturers in English Education Department who have inspired me to 

conduct this thesis. 

6. Susianti Indrayani S.Pd as the English Teacher who always support me and 

gave me some advices. 

Improving Students’ Vocabulary…, Intan Ramadhan, FKIP UMP, 2019



viii 
 

7. All of grade eight students of SMP N 1 Kebasen especially 8D in academic 

year 2018/2019, thanks for being my students. 

8. All of my family’s members and friends who have supported me. 

The writer realized this thesis is still far from the word perfect. Therefore, the writer 

would accept any suggestions from the readers. The writer hope this thesis will be 

usefull for the readers. 

Wassalamu’alaikum Wr. Wb 

 

Purwokerto, 20 Juni 2019 

 

The writer   

  

Improving Students’ Vocabulary…, Intan Ramadhan, FKIP UMP, 2019



ix 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 
COVER ............................................................................................................................... i 

APPROVAL ...................................................................................................................... ii 

LEGALIZATION ............................................................................................................ iii 

STATMENT OF AUTHORSHIP ....................................................................................iv 

MOTTO ............................................................................................................................. v 

DEDICATION...................................................................................................................vi 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT ............................................................................................... vii 

TABLE OF CONTENTS ................................................................................................. ix 

LIST OF APPENDICES .................................................................................................. xi 

ABSTRACT ...................................................................................................................... xii 

CHAPTER I INTRODUCTION ...................................................................................... 1 

A. Background of the Research ................................................................................... 1 

B. Reasons for Choosing the Topic ............................................................................. 4 

C. Problem of the Research ......................................................................................... 4 

D. The aim of the Research.......................................................................................... 4 

E. Contribution of the Research .................................................................................. 5 

1. For the teacher ..................................................................................................... 5 

2. For the other researchers ..................................................................................... 5 

CHAPTER II LITERATURE REVIEW ........................................................................ 6 

A. Vocabulary .................................................................................................................. 6 

1. Definition of Vocabulary ........................................................................................ 6 

2. Aspects of Vocabulary ............................................................................................ 7 

B. Media .......................................................................................................................... 8 

1. Definition of Media ................................................................................................. 8 

2. Flashcards ............................................................................................................. 12 

C. Basic Assumption ..................................................................................................... 14 

D. Hypothesis................................................................................................................. 14 

CHAPTER III RESEARCH METHODOLOGY ........................................................ 15 

A. Method of the Research ............................................................................................ 15 

B. Place and Time of the Research ................................................................................ 17 

Improving Students’ Vocabulary…, Intan Ramadhan, FKIP UMP, 2019



x 
 

C. Subject of the Research ............................................................................................. 18 

D. Technique of Collecting Data ................................................................................... 18 

1. Test ........................................................................................................................ 18 

2. Interview ............................................................................................................... 19 

3. Observation ........................................................................................................... 19 

E. Technique of Data Analysis ...................................................................................... 20 

1. Quantitative Data .................................................................................................. 20 

2. Qualitative Data .................................................................................................... 21 

F. Success Indicator ...................................................................................................... 21 

CHAPTER IV RESULT AND DISCUSSION .............................................................. 22 

A. Result of the Research............................................................................................... 22 

1. Report of Cycle 1 .................................................................................................. 22 

2. Report of Cycle 2 .................................................................................................. 25 

3. Vocabulary Aspects .................................................................................................. 28 

a. Meaning ................................................................................................................ 28 

b. Word Use .............................................................................................................. 29 

c. Spelling ................................................................................................................. 30 

4. Observation ............................................................................................................... 30 

5. Interview result ......................................................................................................... 31 

B. Discussion ................................................................................................................. 35 

1. Cycle 1 .................................................................................................................. 35 

2. Cycle 2 .................................................................................................................. 40 

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION .......................................................................... 41 

A. Conclusion ................................................................................................................ 41 

B. Suggestion ................................................................................................................. 41 

REFERENCES ................................................................................................................ 43 

 

 
 

Improving Students’ Vocabulary…, Intan Ramadhan, FKIP UMP, 2019



xi 
 

 

 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
 

Appendix 1 

1. Lesson Plan of Cycle 1 

2. Lesson Plan of Cycle 2 

Appendix 2 

1. Pre-test Item 

2. Post-test Item 

3. Observation Sheet 

4. Interview Sheet 

Appendix 3 

1. Mean score of Pre-test 

2. Mean score of Post-test 

3. Observations’ result 

4. Interview Transcript 

Appendix 4 

1. Flashcards 

Appendix 5 

1. Letters  

Improving Students’ Vocabulary…, Intan Ramadhan, FKIP UMP, 2019



xii 
 

IMPROVING STUDENTS’ VOCABULARY THROUGH FLASHCARDS 

Intan Ramadhan 

1501050014 

Universitas Muhammadiyah Purwokerto 

Intanramadhan67@gmail.com 

 

ABSTRACT 

 

This research was conducted to improve the students’ vocabulary through 

flashcards. This research was conducted on Wednesday, March 13th up to 27th 2019. 

This research used classroom action research. The participants of this research were 

32 students of the eighth grade D of SMP N 1 Kebasen. This research was 

conducted in two cycles. Each cycle consists of planning, acting, observing and 

reflecting. In collecting data, the researcher used pre-test, post-test, observation 

sheet and interview. The mean score of pre-test in cycle 1 was 62,93 and post-test 

was 73,46. Meanwhile, the mean score of pre-test in cycle 2 was 88,77 and post-

test was 88. Therefore, from the interview, most of the students gave good response 

in answering the questions. Thus, the average score reached ≥ 74 as KKM. Based 

on the result of the research it could be concluded that the use of flashcards in 

learning English could improve the students’ vocabulary. 
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