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CHAPTER II 

THEORITICAL REVIEW 

 

A. Speaking  

1. Definition of Speaking 

Speaking is one of important skills that have to be mastered by the 

students in learning English. Speaking is a cricial part of English language 

learning and teaching (Kayi 2006: 1). It is because the essential goal in 

English language is to communicate to the others, in which students can 

share or express their idea and opinion directly.  

Furthermore, Tarigan (2008: 15) states that speaking is the ability 

to utter the articulation sounds or words to express, declare, and deliver 

thought, idea, and feeling. It is an important skill for communication with 

other people to express their thought and feeling orally. Because speaking 

is very important, it should become the attention of all people. Nowadays, 

in modern world all people should master speaking in English. 

Speaking is skill that needs practices. The more students practice 

through sharing idea, the better speaker they become. In addition, Davison 

and Dowson (2003) in Susanti (2003) say that students need opportunities 

to speak and listen in a wide variety of context and for a wide range of 

purpose, in order to increase their thinking ability, to develop their powers 

of communication and to provide examples of language in use through 

which to develop their explicit knowledge about speaking and listening. 
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Caroline (2005) in Agustia and Amri (2013) states that speaking is 

a basic oral communication among people in society. It is speaking which 

serves as natural means communication of the members community for 

both expression of thought and form a social behaviour.   

 Therefore, speaking is include as the basic of learning English 

language. Without speaking, people can not interact with others and 

societes. From the explanation, it can be conclude that speaking is a 

competence to express idea, opinion, and the way to communicate with the 

others people directly and effectively. 

 

2. The Aim of Speaking 

The main purpose of speaking is to communicate. Learners should 

be able to make themselves understood, using their current proficiency to 

the fullest. They should try to avoid confusion in the message due to faulty 

pronunciation, grammar, or vocabulary, and to observe the social and 

cultural rules that apply in each communication sitution. Basically, there 

are four important aims of speaking (Tarigan, 2008: 30-36), namely:  

a. To inform 

It means that the speaker wants to inform and share ideas, 

information, process feeling or opinion to the hearer and give 

knowledge as well in particular purpose. Informative speaking is used 

to give knowledge decide the correlation between things, inform the 

process, and explain the writing style and techniques. 
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b. To entertain 

To entertain means that the speaker wants to make hearer feel 

happy with the material which are selected primarily on their 

entertainment value. For example when the teacher told about the story 

to the students, the parents told the funny story to their children. By 

doing it, speaking will be more interesting to be heard by the listeners. 

In this case, the speaker can use the best way to get good attention 

from the hearer while they hear what the speakers’ says. 

c. To persuade 

Speaking to persuade is used by the speaker when the speaker 

tries to confirm the audience to do something in certain activity. The 

activities need the action to make the audience interested to perform 

the actions in which the speaker wants. 

d. To discuss 

To discuss means that the speaker wants to discuss something 

because the purpose of deliberative speaking is to make some 

decisions and planning. 

From the statement before, it can be concluded that through 

speaking, people can inform, make some decisions, and ask them to do an 

activity based on the information from the speaker.   
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3. Concept of Speaking 

Kimtafsirah, et al. (2009: 2) say that there are two aspects in 

concept of speaking, namely: 

a. Speaking as Productive Skill 

Speaking is called a productive skill because it produces a 

language orally. Harmer (2001: 34) says that if students want to speak 

English fluently, they have to be able to pronounce correctly. In 

addition, they need to master intonation, conversation, either 

transactional or interpersonal conversation. 

b. Speaking as Oral Communication Skill 

Oral communication refers to the speaking skill needes to 

participate verbally in discussion, exchange thoughts, and information, 

make a clear in convincing presentation, and interact with a variety of 

audiences (Rahman, 2010: 3). For successful communication, students 

require more than the formal ability to present well and apply language 

expressions in daily life. Successful communication is contect-

dependent and applied in its particular discourse community (Bizzel, 

1998: 486). 

 

4. Teaching Speaking 

Speaking is an important part of foreign language learning and 

teaching. In teaching speaking, the teacher should be able to encourage the 

students to perform or express their idea, felling, opinion using English 

well. Teaching speaking means that to teach students to be able to speak a 

language.  

The Effectiveness Of Tic-Tac-Toe…, Sri Hartati, FKIP UMP, 2016



 

 

According to Chaney in Kayi (2006), teaching speaking should 

provide the students with chance to express and share their ideas and 

thoughts orally because it is the process of building and sharing meaning 

through the use of verbal and nonverbal symbol in a variety of context. 

Considering the needs of mastering speaking as one of the ways for 

mastering English, teachers need to improve the students’ pronunciation, 

fluency, vocabulary, grammar and comprehension.  

Dealing with this important of speaking, Nunan (in Kayi: 2006) 

gives points out for points teaching speaking as:  

a. Producing the English speech sound and sound pattern 

b. Using word sentence stress, intonation patterns and rhythm of the 

second language 

c. Selecting appropriate word and sentence according to the proper social 

setting, audience, situation and subject matter 

d. Organizing their thoughts in a meaningful and logical sequence 

e. Using language as a means of expressing values and judgements 

f. Using the language quickly and confidently with few unnatural pauses, 

which is called as fluency. 

Based on the description mentioned before, a good teacher takes an 

important role. The teacher has to know how to teach speaking easily and 

to make the students interest to join speaking activities. Further, the 

teacher also has to create a classroom environment where students have 

real promoted oral language. 
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Teaching speaking is very important part of foreign language 

learning. The ability to communicate in foreign language clearly and 

efficiently contributes to the success of the students in school and success 

later in every phase of life. Based on the description mentioned, a good 

teacher has to know how to teach speaking easily and to make the students 

interested in it. The teacher also has to create a classroom environment 

where students have real promoted oral language. 

The goal of teaching speaking is to communicate efficiently. The 

students have to avoid confusion in this activity due to faulty 

pronunciation, grammar or vocabulary. It is also used to observe the social 

and cultural rules to apply in each situation. 

 

5. Speaking Assesment 

a. Assesing Speaking 

Teacher should give an assessment to measure students’ ability 

in speaking, because the ability or competence in speaking has an 

important role to succeed the activities in teaching and learning 

speaking. There are six aspects to measure speaking competence 

according to Nunan (1999) as cited in Rahmawati et al., (2014), they 

are: 

1) Grammar  

Every language has a rule of grammar. Grammar concerns 

with someone’s ability to organize words into sentences in 

appropriate grammatical rule in order to speak easily. It is also 
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strengthened by Brown (2000: 262) grammar is the system of rules 

governing the conventional arrangement and relationship of word 

in sentence. If the students master the grammar, they can produce 

sentence easily and it helps them to speak fluently. Test takers are 

assessed on how to control its usage within sentences, to construct, 

to use it appropriately and accurately and to avoid grammatical 

errors in speaking.  

2) Vocabulary 

Vocabulary is a group of words to make sentence structure in 

conveying idea or message to the listener. Furthermore, Hatch and 

Brown (1995) state that the terms of vocabulary refers to a list or 

set of words for particular language or a list or set of words that 

individual speakers of a language might use. In other words, 

English can be learnt easily by having many vocabularies. In this 

case, vocabulary should be mastered a lots in order that the 

communication is developed. Also, the speaker does not merely 

interact without having a lot of vocabulary. The range, precision, 

and the usage of vocabulary features in a conversation used by test 

takers indicate the level of how proficient they are.  

3) Comprehension  

Comprehension is the ability of someone to understand or 

comprehend something that another speaker says. In 

comprehending something, someone has to give explanation by 
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using her own word (Sudjiono, 2009 : 50). Comprehension relates 

with understanding the context of the conversation and able to give 

appropriate response according to the question.  

4) Fluency  

Fluency is the ability to speak language smoothly and easily. 

The language fluency indicates that the production of speech in a 

conversation is well delivered. Have confidence in delivering the 

speech and able to responds specific theme without many 

hesitation in choosing words.  

5) Pronunciation  

Pronunciation refers to the production of sounds that we use 

to make a meaning. Harmer (2001: 50) states that there are four 

areas to know about in the pronounciation of English apart of 

speed and volume which are intimately connected with meaning 

such as: sounds, stress, pitch, and intonation. Therefore, it is 

necessary for students to have a good ability in pronouncing some 

words so that the meaning can be understandable. Pronunciation 

deals with how often errors in pronunciation occur and how the 

pronunciation aspect interfere the communication are the criteria of 

the assessment. 

Heritage (2009: 3) also states that there are two essential 

purposes of assessment: to provide information on students’ current 

levels of achievement, and to inform what teacher do in classrooms to 

ensure that students make progress in their learning.  
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b. Types of Speaking Assessment 

Nakamura and Valens (2001: 7) states that there are three 

different types of speaking assessment, namely: 

1) Monologue 

In a monologue assessment, students are asked to perform 

some tasks such as showing and telling where they talk about 

anything they choose. This is considered a chance to give students 

opportunity to make a small presentation. 

2) Dialogue 

This assesment is an open-ended test where students lead of 

discussion with the teacher or another student. Furthermore, 

students are required to use conversation skills that they learn 

throughout the course. This type requires some components, such 

as: pronuncition, grammar, vocabulary, fluency and 

comprehension. 

3) Multilogue 

It is called the discussion and debating. At this point, the 

discussions are students-generated. Students are put into groups, 

and they decide a topic to discuss in classroom.  

In this research, the type of monologue is selected to be 

speaking assesment because the activity is the students have to 

describing thing/people . Furthermore, the contribution of five 

components of language proficiency such as fluency, comprehension, 

grammar, vocabulary and pronunciation will be measured as scoring 

system. 
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c. Inter-Rater to Assess Speaking 

In calculating the result of students’ score in speaking, there 

will be an inter-rater. Inter-rater is used employed when score on the 

test are independent estimated by two or more judges or raters 

(Shuttleworth, 2009: 1). In this case, there are two assessors or raters 

who will give score for speaking test or assessment of the students. By 

using employing, it can minimize the subjectivity in giving the score.  

 

B. Game 

1. The Concept of Game 

Game is one of the media that can be applied in language teaching 

and learning. All people like games, either young or adult prefer to 

challenge game than fun game. So, the teacher should choose appropriate 

games for the students. As Latorre and Baeza (1975) in Susanti (2013) 

mention that games have been long accepted in English language teaching 

because it can avoid students from stress in studying, from work that need 

high concentration and attention, and to remember things faster and better. 

It means that through game decrease the stress from lesson and makes the 

students enjoy the learning process.  

Games are activities that encourage the participants to compete 

with one or with more individuals. They have certain rules. Celce and 

Murcia (2001) say that game is an organized language activity that has a 

particular task and objective and a set of rules which involve an element of 

competition between players. 
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Furthermore, games allow the students to work collaboratively 

towards a common goal (Amy, 2010: 6). This collaborative effort is more 

than just learning to work with others. It also promotes a relationship 

where they can learn from each other, such as supply reasons for why their 

answer is the best and learn to listen to their teammates. Games are highly 

motivating because they are amusing and interesting. They can be used to 

give practice many types of communication. 

The use of games have many advantages, as Chalim (2010) states 

that there are many advantages of game, they are: games are motivating 

and challenging, games help students to make and sustain the effort of 

language, game provides language practice in the various skills, and they 

encourage students to interact and communicate. According the 

advantages, the researcher concludes that the use of game in teaching 

learning process is very useful and it gives good effects to activate 

understanding and memorable especially in learning foreign language 

classroom. 

Although there are many advantages of game in language learning, 

game has disadvantages, they are: it can present disturbance if teacher 

cannot control and organize the class to be conducive, it takes a bit long 

time to prepare, it can cause boredom if teacher uses this game solely, and 

not all students like playing the game. 

The researcher concludes that the use of game in teaching learning 

process is very useful and it gives good effects to activate understanding 

and memorable especially in learning foreign language classroom. 
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2. Tic-Tac-Toe Game 

a. Definition 

Tic-Tac-Toe game is a game in which two players alternately 

crosses and circles in one of the compartments of a square grid of nine 

spaces; the object is to get a row of three circles before the opponent 

does. Tic-Tac-Toe game is played by two players, where one player 

represents nought (O) and the another player represents cross (X).  The 

player makes nine grids on the paper or the other place in which the 

players want. (Agustia and Amri, 2013: 226) 

Tic-Tac-Toe game is  board game that using sign nought and 

cross. For example, teacher draw nine nine box frames and write 

different word or categories in each box. Teams have to make 

description about the word, and if they get them right, they can put 

their symbol (O or X) on the square to draw their winning straight line. 

b. The Pattern to Win Tic-Tac-Toe Game  

If the players can mark in a vertical, horizontal, or diagonal 

row, they win the game. And when there are no players can mark a 

row, so there is no the winner. 

 X   X O X 

O X O   O  

 X    O  

X’s player wins the game           O’s player 

wins the game 
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  O 

 O X 

O X  

 

        O’s player wins the game                                    There is no the winner 

 

c. Tic-Tac-Toe Rules 

The role of this technique is guess a picture which is described 

by the opponent group using Tic-Tac-Toe game. The students in the 

class divided into two groups, where one group represent nought (O) 

and the another group represent cross (X). The group who get the first 

turn have to choose and mark the grid, the second group should 

describe the thing that have choosen. Then, the first group have to 

guess what the second group have described. The group who got marks 

in a row first is the winner. When all 9 squares were full, the game was 

over. If there is no group had 3 marks in a row, the game ended in a 

tie. 

There are some rules of Tic-Tac-Toe game as follows : 

a) The game is played on a grid that is 3 squared by 3 squares. 

b) The teacher decides the X’s player and O’s player. Player take turn 

putting their marks in empty squares. 

c) The first player to got of her marks in a row (up, down, across, or 

diagonally) is the winner. 

O X O 

O X O 

X O X 
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d) When all 9 squares are full, the game is over. If no player has 3 

marks in a row, the game end in a tie. 

d. The Strength of Tic-Tac-Toe Game  

Tic-Tac-Toe game is the game that includes two groups of the 

students who have to cooperate with their group and compete with 

another group for winning the game. Harmer (1991) states that this 

popular children’s game can be easily adapted for the English 

classroom enabling the teacher to ensure practice of spesific language 

in amusing context. It is related to the research conducted by  Agustia 

and Amri (2013) states that playing Tic-Tac-Toe game provides a 

meaningful context for many students to get actively involved in 

conversation. This game can build competitive environment for the 

students so that the students can be active and build their self 

confidence to speak. Usually the students are not confident if they 

speak alone. However, if the students work in group, they will not be 

shy to speak.  

In addition, this game also increases the students’ cooperation 

with their friends, so all of the students have opportunities to speak 

because the purpose of this game is to make the students speak in the 

classroom. Furthermore, Juantin (2013) state that Tic-Tac-Toe game is 

a good strategy that will give many advantages for teacher and 

students. First, it makes teaching and learning process more interesting 

for the students, so the students will be more motivated and excited. 
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Second, it helps the students to memorize vocabulary well. Third, it 

makes the students more active in the class, because they do not only 

listen to the teacher, but also do other activities like doing a game. 

Based on the description of advantages of Tic-Tac-Toe game 

previously, the writer believes that the students would find the lesson 

more interesting and make the process of learning effectively. 

 

3. Teaching Speaking by using Tic-Tac-Toe Game   

Teaching English, especially speaking is very important part in 

second language learning. The ability to communicate in second language 

clearly and efficiently contributes to the success later in every phase of 

life. A good teacher has to know how to teach speaking easily and to make 

the students interest in it. The teacher has to create a classroom 

environment where students are able to speak spontaneously. One of the 

ways is by using Tic-Tac-Toe game as a technique in teaching speaking. 

In this research, Tic-Tac-Toe game is modified using guesing game. 

Tic-Tac-Toe game helps students to encourage them to speak up. 

In playing Tic-Tac-Toe game, students have to fill the grid by answering 

and mentioning the thing that the opponent group have described. The 

writer will explains some rules of Tic-Tac-Toe game in teaching speaking. 

According to Agustia and Amri (2013), Tic-Tac-Toe game is 

implemented in teaching speaking. There are some rules which is used by 

the teacher and students to implement this game.  Here are some 
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procedures of teaching speaking through tic-tac-toe game that is modified 

using guessing game: 

1. The teacher has to prepare the Tic-Tac-Toe grid on the board or paper. 

2. Teacher writes nine words (famous people) that will be described by 

the students on the board.  

For example :  

pop singer dangdut singer rock singer 

Malay singer boy band girl band 

jazz singer duo/trio  keroncong singer 

 

3. Teacher devides the students into two groups. Give each teams a mark. 

Group A = X (cross), group B = O (nought). 

4. The teacher decides who will be the first team by giving some 

description about people and the students have to guess. The team who 

can guess the description first, will be given a chance to choose one of 

the noun in the square.  

5. After that, the opponent group have to choose one people that have to 

described that related to this word. Another member in this team has to 

continue to describe in order.  

6. The first group have to guess what the opponent group have described. 

If the description of the opponent group is unclear, the first group may 

ask something about that thing. If the answer is correct, the square is 

filled with a nought or a cross, depend on the team comes from. If it is 

incorrect, the square is unfilled. 
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7. The team has to choose a grid in vertical, diagonal, or horizontal line. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

8. The opponent team must try to block the another team from making 

the three in rows and put their symbol in the grid. But every team must 

try to have a line in three rows to have a win. 

9. The team that is first able to has symbol “O” or “X” in three rows 

(based on their group) horizontally, vertically, or diagonally is the 

winner.  

10. Teacher evaluate the students activity. 

 

4. The Aspects of Speaking Tic-Tac-Toe Game Develops 

According to Agustia and Amri (2013), the teacher can develop the 

students’ speaking ability by using Tic-Tac-Toe game. By using Tic-Tac-

Toe game, the students easier to understand new vocabulary. In this 

research, developing the speaking aspects through Tic-Tac-Toe game can 

be done by describing and guessing activity during playing Tic-Tac-Toe 

game. Here, the students have to describe and guess the noun. By 

pop singer dangdut singer rock singer 

Malay singer boy band girl band 

jazz singer duo/trio  keroncong singer 

Vertical  

Diagonal  

Horizontal  
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describing and guessing activity, the students are trained to think and 

guess quickly which word that matches with the thing that have described. 

By guessing correctly, it means that the students understand their 

vocabulary and comprehend the meaning from what the another students 

says. 

In playing Tic-Tac-Toe game, students have to fill the grid by 

guessing the thing that have described. After the teacher open the thing, 

the students can answer it by pronounce the word than spell it. If they 

pronounce and spelling the word correctly, their team’s mark will be 

marked in the grid. 

In teaching learning process using tic-tac-toe game, students are 

given motivation to be active and smart how to make descriptions in 

material describing thing and people. By describing with one by one part 

of the thing, they will be able to compose a sentence by their own words. 

By describing with the correct sentences, it means that the students 

organize words into sentences in appropriate grammatical rule. 

Based on the discussion above, it can be believed that Tic-Tac-Toe 

game is useful to improves the students’ speaking ability at Senior High 

School because the procedure of this game are easily to be followed and 

understood by the students. So, the teacher can apply the Tic-Tac-Toe 

game as a media to help the students in learning English speaking.  

 

5. Relevant Studies of Tic-Tac-Toe Game 
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Tic-Tac-Toe game is a kind of game that can be implemented as 

teaching technique when teaching languages. It is supported by some 

previous research which applied Tic-Tac-Toe game as teaching and 

learning media. There are some relevant studies on Tic-Tac-Toe game 

based on the researcher.  

Tic-Tac-Toe game is one of good way and it would be very helpful 

to the students in learning preposition, because that game could stimulate 

the students understanding on how to use preposition in appropriate 

sentence (Budiyani: 2010). Furthermore, Tic-Tac-Toe game can improve 

students’ understanding on simple past tense (Chalim: 2010). It can be 

seen the average score of students as follows: Cycle I (7.58), Cycle II 

(7.88), and Cycle III (8.66).  The result above shows that the use of Tic-

Tac-Toe game can help students solve their difficulties to distinguish the 

verb 1 and verb 2. The test result of the students under this research 

increased in every cycle. 

Moreover, the use of Tic-Tac-Toe game can make the students 

would find the vocabulary lesson more interesting and make the transfer of 

the vocabulary process easier (Juantin, 2013).  It is strengthened by 

Agustia and Amri (2013) who explains that by using Tic-Tac-Toe game 

the teacher can improve the students’ speaking ability and it can make the 

students easier to understand new vocabulary.  

Finally, Tic-Tac-Toe game is effective to increase the vocabulary 

of the school where was experimented (Isti’anah: 2014). Beside that, this 
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game can be used in practicing the language item that has been learned 

previously. 

 

C. Basic Assumption 

Speaking is one of the four basic language skills in English. The main 

goal in learning English is to be able to speak English well. In the fact, the  

common problem faced by the students in English class is the low level of 

students’ speaking skill. There are many problem faced by the students in 

speaking. It is supported by research done by Hosni (2014) states that the 

students are unable to speak in English because they lack the necessary 

vocabulary items and grammar structures, they also lack sentence formation 

skills, which result in using the mother tongue. Students also think of making 

mistakes in speaking in front of their classmates very embarrassing, which 

results in preferring not to speak to avoid such situations.   

To avoid this condition, the teacher should think the appropriate media 

that will make the students brave to speak up, give them many chances to 

speak, and make the enjoyable atmosphere in the class.  

Tic-Tac-Toe game is one of the games that are assumed to be able to 

make the students speak English without fear. Moreover, they will enjoy 

sharing with their partner or group, so Tic-Tac-Toe game can be an effective 

media for teaching speaking.   

 

D. Hypothesis  
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Based on the basic assumption before mentioned, the hypothesis of 

this research is “using Tic-Tac-Toe game in teaching speaking is effective for 

the tenth grade of SMA Muhammadiyah Tambak”. 
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