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CHAPTER II 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

 

A. Vocabulary 

1. The Definition of Vocabulary 

Vocabulary is words that exist in language and has meaning. 

Vocabulary is one of language components which is an essential aspect in 

English and also an important aspect of language development. Nunan 

(2005: 130) states that vocabulary development is an important of 

language development. It is one of the basic components of language, 

there is not any language exist without words. 

 Vocabulary mastery is one of the success keys in learning English. 

Rowenhorst (2006:4) and Bintz (2011:44) state that vocabulary is 

important for succesful second language and it is important to learn for 

comprehensible communication, without vocabulary the structure is 

unable to be used. 

 From those definition mentioned previously, it councludes that 

vocabulary is words or list of words with meaning and which is known  by 

the speakers and which is used to communicate among those speakers and 

used by a group or individual. 

 

2. The Importance of Vocabulary 

Vocabulary as the basic of English is the most important 

component to be mastered. In speaking, reading, listening, and writing 
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vocabulary is needed. Vocabulary is needed for succeessful study of 

language. Without extensive vocabulary, it will be difficult for students to 

use language communicatively. 

According to Walkins in Musriyati (2012: 20), a language without 

grammar very little can be conveyed, but without vocabulary nothing can 

be conveyed. Students will be able to express their mind and feeling by 

having vocabulary knowledge altough without having grammar rule 

knowledge 

Having lack of vocabulary will bring much trouble. It will be 

dificult for students to communicate with others, to share and show their 

idea orally and It also hampers the teaching and learning process because 

the student commonly don‟t understand what the teacher explains. 

In short, vocabulary is the main point of learning English. Students 

will be easy to understand the teacher‟s explaination if they have a lot of 

vocabulary. 

3. Steps in Vocabulary Learning 

In learning Vocabulary there are five essential steps. Brown and Payne 

(1994:373) divide the steps of learning vocabulary into five essential steps: 

a.  Encountering new words 

The first step for vocabulary learning is encountering new words. 

That is having a source for words. The students strategies here 

included learning new words by reading books, newspaper or 

magazine and listening radio. When the student store new information 

by linking it to their existing schema or network organized 
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information, there is a better chance the new word will be remembered 

later (Rupley, Logan & Nichols in Bromley, 2007) 

b. Getting a clear image of the form of the vocabulary 

The second step essential to vocabulary learning appears to be 

getting of a clear image-visual or auditory or both-of the form of the 

vocabulary item. The importance of getting the form of the word also 

appears when students are asked to give definition for words. 

c. Getting the word meaning  

The third esssential step is the word meaning. By finding the the 

name of things around , the students can get the word meaning easily 

than just reading the vocabulary list. It is because the students will 

remember it whenever they find the things again. 

d. Consolidation word form and the meaning in memory 

The fourth necesary step requires the consolidation of word form 

and meaning in memory. Hatch and Brown (1995:387) devide these 

strategies into four general categories: (1) creating mental linkages, 

(2) applying images and sound, reviewing well, and (3) employing 

actions. Many of these strategies pecifically mention vocabulary, 

expresion, or words. 

e. Using the word 

The last steps in learning words in using the words. By using the 

words, the students seems having a mild guarantee that words and 

meaning will not fade rom memory once they are learned (Hatch & 

Brown, 1995: 390). Use the word may simply be a form of hypothesis 
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testing, allowing learners to see if the knowleddge gained in the other 

steps is correct (Hatch & Brown, 1995:390). 

 

B. Environmental Mnemonic Technique (EMT) 

1. Definion of Mnemonic 

The word mnemonic is derived from the Greek word  Mnemosyne, 

referring to the ancient Greek goddess of  memory. The use of mnemonic 

dates back to  500B.C (Yates, 1966). Mnemonic is a memory enhancing 

instructional strategy that involves teaching students to link new 

information taught to information they already know. According to Solso 

(1995), mnemonics are techniques or devices,  either verbal or visual in 

nature,  that serve  to improve  the  storage  of new information,  and the 

recall of information contained in memory. Mnemonics have been proven 

to be extremely effective in helping people remember things (Mastropieri 

& Scruggs, 1989; Bulgren, Schumaker& Deshler, 1994).  

In other words, by using mnemonic strategies, teachers can relate new 

information to information students already have stored  in their long-term 

memory.  Thompson (1987) similarly acknowledging the usefulness of 

mnemonic devices by stating that they can help learners learn faster and 

recall better by integration of new material into existing cognitive units 

and by providing retrieval cues. 

2. Definition of Environmental Mnemonic Technique 

Environmental Mnemonic Technique is  teaching technique that is 

sophiticated and is based on the fact that the basic vocabulary  of every 
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language is somehow connected/linked to everyday things in environment. 

(Markella, 2010). So the students will learn about vocabulary in the 

environmental that they know well. 

If students keep a list with them everywhere they go, and 

continually review list over and over again, students are training their 

brain to memorize word. The everytime they want to learn a new word, 

students will have to go through that whole process again (Dunn, 2010). 

3. Teaching Vocabulary Trough EMT 

Kusrini (2011) states that there are some steps to use EMT, those are: 

a. The teacher asks students to read a text that contains the words related 

to the environment of the school. 

b. The teacher asks students to go to the environment (library, for 

example). 

c. The teacher asks them to bring a paper and pen. 

d. The teacher lets  them observe and write the words  related with it, 

„book‟ for example. 

e. The students are allowed to imagine the objects. 

f. The teacher asks them to memorize the words and then try to make 

sentences with the words. 

From the steps above, the reseacher formulates it to use in this research, 

those are: 

a. Teacher tells the students the theme of the environment (labolatory, 

practice room or other place). 

b. Teacher asks students to prepare a piece of paper and pen. 
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c. Teacher asks them go to the environment. 

d. Asks them to write what they find and translate it into English, They 

are allowed to use dictionary or ask the teacher. 

e. Asks them to go back to the class to discuss it together. 

f. The students do some vocabulary exercises containing the things in 

environmental that the students have explored. 

 

C. Basic Assumption 

The writter had an assumption that this environmental mnemonic 

technique was an easy technique to be applied in the teaching and learning 

process in vocational highscool, especially in learning vocabulary. It is a 

simple technique but it can give more vocabularies for students. From one 

environment, students would explore many words. Students would be easy to 

memorize the words because those words are available in students 

environment. 

 

D. Hypothesis 

From the explanation above, the writter assumed that environmental 

mnemonic technique would be effective to improve students‟ vocabulary in 

vocational highschool. 
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