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CHAPTER II 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

 

A. Course Book 

1. Definition of Course Book 

Course Book is a book that is designed carefully for classroom usage and it is 

prepared by experts to support teaching learning process (Bacon, 1935 as cited in 

Tarigan, 1986:11). In addition, course book is learning media that is usually used in 

schools and university to support certain learning program or field study (Buckingham, 

1958 as cited in Tarigan 1986: 11). From some definitions mentioned earlier, it can be 

concluded that a course book is actually a book which contains material or content that 

will be used in the teaching learning process in classroom.  

 

2. The Roles of Course Book in The Classroom 

A course book becomes an important thing in the classroom because most of 

students study from the book. Actually, it is not only important for the students but also 

for teachers. Teachers use a course book for giving learning material or lesson in the class. 

Furthermore, course book is used for reaching the objectives during teaching learning 

process in classroom (Tarigan, 1986:18). 

There are four reasons why it is necessary to use course books. Firstly, most parts 

from the course book can be used in teaching learning process because it is designed for 

classroom usage. Secondly, it makes the students able to review the previous material or 
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what they want to learn again and to study the next material before they enter classroom. 

Thirdly, course book provide students materials for their study. Finally, course book can 

give what teachers needs to reach learning purposes, give what students’ needs, and be a 

main source for students to get information during study (O’Neill as cited in Baleghizadeh 

and Rahimi (2011:1009). 

Dealing with the roles of course book for teachers and students that mentioned 

earlier, there are several points of view in using course books (Riasati and Zare 2010: 55) 

as follows: 

a. A course book is a framework which regulates a program 

b. In the eyes on learners, having no course book means there is no goal to achieve 

c. Without course book, learners do not take their learning seriously 

d. In many situations, a course book can play the role of a syllabus 

e. A course book provides ready-made teaching texts and learning tasks 

f. A course book is a cheap way of providing learning materials 

g. A learner without a course book is overly dependents on the teacher, and  

h. A course book means security, guidance, and support, especially for novice teachers. 

Further, in order to give more detail role of Course Book here is about course book 

based on Permendiknas No.2 (2008) as cited in Mulyaningsih (2010:29): 

a.  Article 1: “Course books are compulsory reference books for the use in units of 

elementary and secondary education of higher education which contain learning 

materials in order to increase faith, piety, noble character and personality, mastery of 
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science and technology, aesthetic sensitivity and ability, kinesthetic and health ability 

based on the national standards of education”. 

b. Article 4 paragraph (1): “Course Books for basic and medium education are assessed its 

feasibility to be used first by Board of Education National Standard (BNSP) before it is 

used by educators and/or students as learning resources in the education unit”. 

c.  Article 6 paragraph (1): “Course book is a compulsory guidance for teacher and 

students in the teaching learning process.” 

In conclusion, it is clear that course books have an important role in the teaching 

learning process. It also support and help teachers to give learning materials or lessons. 

For students, it can give information they needs and help them to achieved learning 

purposes. The last, it helps curriculum to reach the goal of education system designed in 

the curriculum. 

 

B. The Need of Course Book Analysis  

Course book is used both by the teacher and students which means that the Course 

book selection can have massive impact on the teaching and learning process as teachers 

would make references to the course books (Cunningsworth, harmer, and McGrath as cited in 

Lawrence, 2011). It means that the content of the course book will give big influence for both 

teacher and students in learning the materials. In order to know the strengths and weaknesses 

of a course book, it needs an analysis of course book. 

Course book analysis would involve careful selection of materials examining whether 

they reflect the needs of the learners, the aims, methods and values of a specific teaching 
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program (Cunnings Worth as cited in Anjaneyulu, 2014). Cunnings worth also said that the 

analysis of course book helps the teachers know the detail information the course book and it 

further helps the teachers to choose the appropriate material from the course book for the 

learners (Cunningsworth and Ellis as cited in Anjaneyulu, 2014). In summary, the analysis of 

course book leads teachers to know the content of the book, its strengths and weaknesses 

which will facilitate them to adapt it to suit with the course aims, learners’ needs, and 

syllabus. 

Moreover, course book analysis needs to be done as an effort to give a good teaching 

learning process based on the students’ needs. It has to be done using appropriate criteria and 

steps for the analysis of course book that is used in the classroom. The first area that should 

be analyzed is its compatibility with the curriculum (Byrd, as cited in Lawrence 2011: 17). 

This is because the selection and preparation of teaching materials is an integral part of the 

implementation of a curriculum (Richards, as Cited in Lawrence, 2011). In addition, it is 

important to analyze the course book’s fitness with the curriculum since course book can 

directly affect the teaching and learning process which in turn, affects classroom instruction 

(Johnson 1989, as cited in Lawrence, 2011). 

It is very clear that course book analysis is very important to be done because it will 

give important benefits for both teachers and learners. Beside this research uses curriculum 

through its syllabus to evaluate the course book, it also uses the course book evaluation 

criteria from Bloom’s Revised Taxonomy. 
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C. Course Book Analysis 

Analysis is defined as a process or detailed study or examination or evaluation of 

something in order to understand more about it or to get all information about it (Hornby, 

2000:41). Then, according to McGrath (in Lawrence2002: 22) “analysis is a process which 

leads to an objective and verifiable description”. Therefore, the analysis of course books 

should be made by looking at specific required elements or set of criteria. 

From those definitions, there will be three criteria used to analyze the course book, 

which are course book analysis based on the syllabus, course book analysis based on Bloom 

Revised Taxonomy, and course book analysis based on Wachyu Sundayana’s criteria. The 

explanation of each feature is as follows: 

1. Course Book Analysis Based on The Syllabus 

Talking about syllabus can not be separated from curriculum because both of them 

are related to each other. Curriculum refers to a broad description of general goals by 

indicating an overall education cultural philosophy which applies all subjects together with a 

theoretical orientation to language and language learning inside. Whereas, syllabus is more 

detail than curriculum and it explores philosophy of the curriculum into a series of planning 

steps and detail description how teaching and learning process is done (Setiawati, _____ ).  

The components of syllabus in the curriculum 2013 are as follows: 1) Identity of 

school, 2) Identity of subject matter, 3) Grade or Level, 4) Core Competence, 5) Basic 

Competence , 6) Main Material, 7) Learning process, 8) Evaluation/assessment, 9) Time 

allocation, 10) Learning Sources. 

From those components, this research focuses on two components of syllabus as the 

tool of analysis which are basic competence (KD) and main material because in this criteria, 
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the researcher want to analyze the contents of the book. Those two components are compared 

with the contents in the course book to know whether they are match or not. This is the basic 

competence of English subject for senior high school and vocational school grade XI: 

Table 2.1 

Basic Competence, Main Competence and Main Material 

Of English Subject for SMA/SMK Grade XI 

No. Basic Competence (KD) Main Material 

1. 

3.1 Analysis of social function, text structure, and language 

feature in giving suggestion and offer expressions, and its 

response based on the contextual usage. 

4.1 Creating oral and written text for expressing, asking, and 

responding suggestion and offer expressions by looking at the 

right social function, text structure, and language features based 

on the contextual usage. 

Oral and Written 

text for giving and 

responding 

suggestions and 

offers. 

2. 

3.2 Analysis of social function, text structure, and language 

feature in expressing opinion and thought based on the 

contextual usage. 

4.2 Creating oral and written text of expressing opinion and 

thought by looking at the right social function, text structure, 

and language feature based on the contextual usage. 

Oral and written 

text for expressing 

opinion and 

thought with its 

response. 

3. 

3.3 Analysis of social function, text structure, and language 

feature in expressing hopes and extended prayer based on the 

contextual usage. 

4.3 Creating oral and written text of expressing hopes and 

extended prayer by looking at the right social function, text 

structure, and language feature based on the contextual usage. 

Oral and written 

text for expressing 

hopes and 

extended prayer 

with its response 

4. 

3.4 Analysis of social function, text structure, and language 

feature in formal invitation based on the contextual usage. 

4.4 Catching the meaning of formal invitation. 

4.5 Editing a formal invitation by looking at the right social 

Special oral and 

written text of 

simple formal 

invitation 
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function, text structure, and language feature based on the 

contextual usage. 

4.6 Creating written formal invitation text by looking at the 

right social function, text structure, and language feature based 

on the contextual usage. 

5. 

3.5 Analysis of social function, text structure, and language 

feature in personal letter based on the contextual usage. 

4.7 Catching the meaning of personal letter. 

4.8 Creating a personal letter by looking at the right social 

function, text structure, and language feature based on the 

contextual usage. 

Simple personal 

letter 

6. 

3.6 Analysis of social function, text structure, and language 

feature from a procedure text in form of manual and tips based 

on the contextual usage. 

4.9 Catching the meaning of oral and written procedure text in 

forms of manual and tips. 

4.10 Editing procedure text in form of manual and tips by 

looking at the right social function, text structure, and language 

feature based on the contextual usage. 

Procedure text in 

forms of manual 

and tips. 

7. 

3.7 Analysis of social function, text structure, and language 

feature in expressing and asking about event/activity/case 

without mentioning the doer in the scientific text based on the 

contextual usage. 

4.11 Creating oral and written text for expressing and asking 

about event/activity/case without mentioning the doer in the 

scientific text by looking at the right social function, text 

structure, and language feature based on the contextual usage. 

Passive voice 

8. 

3.8 Analysis of social function, text structure, and language 

feature for expressing and asking about conditional if there is a 

condition/event/case happens in the future based on the 

contextual usage. 

Conditional 

sentence. 

An Analysis Of English Course…, Eko Triyanto, FKIP UMP, 2016



12 
 

4.12 Creating oral and written text for expressing and asking 

about conditional if there is a condition/event/case happens in 

the future by looking at the right social function, text structure, 

and language feature based on the contextual usage. 

9. 

3.9 Analysis of text structure and language feature for doing 

social function of factual report with expressing and asking 

about factual report of people, animal, thing, phenomena, and 

event in nature and social, simple, based on the contextual 

learning in other lesson for grade XI. 

4.13 Catching the meaning of simple oral and written factual 

report text about of people, animal, thing, phenomena, and event 

in nature and social concerned with other lesson for grade XI. 

Simple oral and 

written factual 

report text about 

thing, animal and 

phenomena/event 

in nature. 

10. 

3.10 Analysis of social function, text structure, and language 

feature from analytical exposition text about a buzz topic in 

society based on the contextual usage. 

4.14 Catching the meaning of analytical exposition text about a 

buzz topic in society. 

Analytical 

exposition text. 

11. 

3.11 Analysis of social function, text structure, and language 

feature from a short and simple biography text about famous 

people based on the contextual usage. 

4.15 Catching the meaning of short and simple biography text 

about famous people. 

Short and simple 

biography text 

about famous 

people. 

12. 

3.12 Mentioning the social function and language feature of 

songs. 

4.16 catching the message of songs. 

Songs  
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2. Course Book Analysis Based on Bloom’s Revised Taxonomy 

Bloom’s Revised Taxonomy is hierarchy structures of thinking skill which 

divides thinking skills from the lowest level till highest level. It is said that in order to 

reach higher level, learners should go through the lower level first. Bloom and his friends 

divided intellectual behaviors into three domains, they are knowledge (cognitive domain), 

attitude (Affective domain), and skill (psychomotor domain) (Bloom et all in 1956 as 

cited in Widyaiswara Madya, Pusdiklat KNPK). 

The newest curriculum of Indonesia, curriculum 2013,  has adopted Bloom’s 

Revised Taxonomy as the guidance in designing the curriculum. It can be seen from the 

terms used in the main competence, basic competence, learning objectives, and learning 

steps. The common thing from Bloom’s Revised Taxonomy that we can see in 

Indonesian curriculum now is from the cognitive aspect of Bloom’s Revised Taxonomy 

as the following chart; 

 

Source: http://www.odu.edu//educ/roverbau/bloom/blooms_taxonomy.htm 
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Those six levels of thinking skill from cognitive domain are used to formulate the 

learning objectives. It is also used to be the guidance in giving exercises or learning activities. 

The detail information about Bloom’s Revised Taxonomy in the Cognitive Domain is further 

described in the following table. 

Table 2.1 

Bloom’s Revised Taxonomy of Cognitive Domain 

Category Sample sentence starters 
Potential activities and 

products 

REMEMBERING 

Recognizing 

Locating knowledge in 

memory that is consistent with 

presented material. 

Synonyms: Identifying... 

Recalling 

Retrieving relevant knowledge 

from long-term memory. 

Synonyms : Retrieving…. 

Naming…... 

 

  

What happened after...? 

How many...? 

What is...? 

Who was it that...? 

Can you name ...? 

Find the meaning of… 

Describe what happened 

after… 

Who spoke to...? 

Which is true or false...? 

Identify who…. 

Name all the….. 

Make a list of the main 

events of the story. 

Make a time line of events. 

Make a facts chart . 

Write a list of any pieces of 

information you can 

remember. 

What animals were in the 

story. 

Make a chart showing… 

Make an acrostic. 

Recite a poem. 

  

  

UNDERSTANDING 

Interpreting 

Changing from one form of 

representation to another 

Synonyms: 

Paraphrasing… 

Translating,...Representing,… 

Can you write in your 

own words? 

How would you 

explain…? 

Can you write a brief 

outline...? 

What do you think could 

Cut out, or draw pictures to 

show a 

particular event. 

Illustrate what you think the 

main idea may have been. 

Make a cartoon strip showing 

the sequence 
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Clarifying... 

Exemplifying 

Finding a specific example or 

illustration of a concept or 

principle 

Synonyms : 

Instantiating… Illustrating... 

Classifying 

Determining that something 

belongs to a category (e.g., 

concept or principle). 

Synonyms : 

Categorising...Subsuming... 

Summarising 

Drawing a logical conclusion 

from presented information. 

Synonyms : 

Abstracting… Generalising... 

Inferring 

Abstracting a general theme or 

major point 

Synonyms : 

Extrapolating… Interpolating.. 

Predicting… Concluding…. 

Comparing 

Detecting correspondences 

between two ideas, objects, etc 

Synonyms : 

Contrasting… Matching 

...Mapping... 

Explaining 

have happened next...? 

Who do you think...? 

What was the main 

idea...? 

Clarify why…. 

Illustrate the ……… 

Does everyone act in the 

way that …….. does? 

Draw a story map. 

Explain why a character 

acted in the way that they 

did. 

  

  

  

of events. 

Write and perform a play 

based on the story. 

Retell the story in your own 

words. 

Write a summary report of 

the event 

Prepare a flow chart to 

illustrate the 

sequence of events. 

Make a colouring book. 

Cut out, or draw pictures to 

show a particular event. 

Illustrate what you think the 

main idea was. 

Make a cartoon strip showing 

the sequence of events. 

Write and perform a play 

based on the story. 

Retell the story in your own 

words. 

Write a summary report of 

the event 

Prepare a flow chart to 

illustrate the sequence of 

events. 

Cut out, or draw pictures to 

show a particular event. 

Illustrate what you think the 

main idea was. 

Make a cartoon strip showing 
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Constructing a cause-and-effect 

model of a system. 

Synonyms : 

Constructing models... 

the sequence of events. 

Write and perform a play 

based on the story. 

  

APPLYING 

Executing 

Applying knowledge (often 

procedural) to a routine task. 

Synonyms : Carrying out…. 

Implementing 

Applying knowledge (often 

procedural) to a non-routine 

task. 

Synonyms : Using….. 

  

Can you write in your 

own words? 

How would you 

explain…? 

Can you write a brief 

outline...? 

What do you think could 

have happened next...? 

Who do you think...? 

What was the main 

idea...? 

Clarify why…. 

Illustrate the ……… 

Does everyone act in the 

way that …….. does? 

Draw a story map. 

Explain why a character 

acted in the way that they 

did. 

Construct a model to 

demonstrate how it works 

Make a diorama to illustrate 

an event 

Make a scrapbook about the 

areas of study. 

Make a papier-mâché map / 

clay model to include 

relevant information about an 

event. 

Take a collection of 

photographs to demonstrate a 

particular point. 

Make up a puzzle game. 

Write a course book about 

this topic for others. 

ANALYZING 

Differentiating 

Distinguishing relevant from 

irrelevant parts or important 

from unimportant parts of 

presented material. 

Synonyms : Discriminating, 

Which events could not 

have happened? 

If. ..happened, what might 

the ending have been? 

How is...similar to...? 

What do you see as other 

possible outcomes? 

Design a questionnaire to 

gather information. 

Write a commercial to sell a 

new product 

Make flow chart to show the 

critical stages. 

Construct a graph to illustrate 
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Selecting, Focusing, 

Distinguishing, 

Organizing 

Determining how elements fit 

or function within a structure. 

Synonyms : Outlining, 

Structuring, Integrating, 

Finding coherence 

Attributing 

Determining the point of view, 

bias, values, or intent 

underlying presented material. 

Synonyms : Deconstructing 

Why did...changes occur? 

Can you explain what 

must have happened 

when...? 

What are some or the 

problems of...? 

Can you distinguish 

between...? 

What were some of the 

motives behind..? 

What was the turning 

point? 

What was the problem 

with...? 

selected information. 

Make a family tree showing 

relationships. 

Devise a play about the study 

area. 

Write a biography of a 

person studied. 

Prepare a report about the 

area of study. 

EVALUATING 

Checking 

Detecting inconsistencies or 

fallacies within a process or 

product. 

Determining whether a process 

or product has internal 

consistency. 

Synonyms : 

Testing, 

Detecting, 

Monitoring 

Critiquing 

Detecting the appropriateness 

of a procedure for a given task 

or problem. 

Synonyms :Judging 

  

Is there a better solution 

to...? 

Judge the value of... What 

do you think about...? 

Can you defend your 

position about...? 

Do you think...is a good 

or bad thing? 

How would you have 

handled...? 

What changes to.. would 

you recommend? 

Do you believe...? How 

would you feel if. ..? 

How effective are. ..? 

  

  

Conduct a debate about an 

issue of special interest. 

Make a booklet about five 

rules you see as important. 

Convince others. 

Form a panel to discuss 

views. 

Write a letter to. ..advising 

on changes needed. 

Write a half-year report. 

Prepare a case to present 

your view about... 
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CREATING 

Generating 

Coming up with alternatives or 

hypotheses based on criteria 

Synonyms : Hypothesizing 

Planning 

Devising a procedure for 

accomplishing some task. 

producing 

Synonyms : Designing 

Producing 

Inventing a product. 

Synonyms : Constructing 

Can you design a...to...? 

Can you see a possible 

solution to...? 

If you had access to all 

resources, how would you 

deal with...? 

Why don't you devise 

your own way to...? 

What would happen if ...? 

How many ways can 

you...? 

Can you create new and 

unusual uses for...? 

Can you develop a 

proposal which would...? 

  

  

Invent a machine to do a 

specific task. 

Design a building to house 

your study. 

Create a new product. Give it 

a name and plan a marketing 

campaign. 

Write about your feelings in 

relation to... 

Write a TV show play, 

puppet show, role play, 

song or pantomime about.. 

Design a record, book or 

magazine cover for... 

Sell an idea 

Devise a way to... 

Source: http://www.nyoraps.vic.edu.au/anderson.htm 

This research uses Bloom’s Revised Taxonomy in Cognitive Domain as explained 

detail in the table above as the criteria for analysis the course book especially for the learning 

activity or learning exercises in the book. From those six levels of cognitive domain, Bloom’s 

Revised Taxonomy was also divided it into three levels based on the difficulty level. They are 

easy level, medium level, and difficult level. Easy level consists of remembering activity 

which contributes 25% from all activities. Medium level consists of understanding and 

applying activity which contributes 50% from all activities. The last is difficult level that 

consists of analyzing, evaluating, and creating activity which contributes 25% from all 

activities (Anderson and Krathwohl, 2001 in Haryanti 2011). 
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D. Preview of the Previous Study 

There have been some studies trying to do the same research. The first is study which 

was done by Novi Haryanti entitled “Evaluating Vocational Schools’ English Course books: 

Vocational Shools English Course Book Entitled “Key To Success” English for Vocational 

Schools Grades X, XI, and XII”. The study used descriptive research with the main subject is 

English course book “Key to Success” English for Vocational Schools Grades X, XI, and XII. 

This research used four instruments to collect the data: the researcher herself, checklist 

evaluation from criteria based on syllabus, David Williams and Bloom’s Taxonomy. Then, 

the techniques of analyzing the data was percentage which was for knowing the compatibility 

and incompatibility of the course book by dividing the number of criteria already found in the 

Course Book with the total number of the items and multiplying by 100%.  

The result of the study showed that English course book “Key to Success” English for 

Vocational Schools Grades X, XI, and XII” were relevant with the syllabus but only Book 

Grade X that had 100% compatible with all criteria from David Williams while the book for 

grade XI had 85% compatibility and the book for grade XII had 71% only. From Bloom’s 

Taxonomy criteria, only book for grade X which was compatible with all the criteria while the 

others had incompatibility in their medium level that it contained only 40% activities for 

medium level. 

The second study was done by Anggih Hidayat Tuloh entitled “A Content Analysis 

On “When English Rings The Bell” An English Course Book for Grade VII Students of 

Junior High School” 2014. It used descriptive evaluative study which focused on the content 

analysis. The object of the research was English Course Book “When English Rings the Bell” 

for Grade VII Students of Junior High School. The findings showed that the Course Book was 
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compatible with the syllabus in term of the contents. Then, there were incompatibility in the 

Course Book analysis based on the Course Book evaluation criteria from Bloom’s Revised 

Taxonomy.  

The research found the percentage of item difficulty for easy level was 20.5%, 

medium level was 67%, and difficult level was 12.5%. It was incompatible because the 

standard for easy level from Bloom’s Revised Taxonomy is 25% for easy level, 50% for 

medium level, and 25% for difficult level. It means that there were weaknesses of the Course 

Book. 

From those two examples of study in the same field, it can be seen that there is still 

incompatibility of the book with some Course Book criteria from experts. The second study 

was done in Indonesia where curriculum 2013 has already implemented. The findings show 

that the exercises or activities in the Course Book were not compatible with the course book 

evaluation criteria from Bloom’s Revised Taxonomy. 
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