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CHAPTER II 

LITERATUR REVIEW 

 

A. Definition of Plagiarism 

The term “plagiarism” historically comes from Latin language 

“plagiarius” which means “kidnapper”.  The word derived from the Latin 

“plaga” which means “a net used by hunters to catch game” and the 

meaning is then also extended into “a person who stole the words of 

another” (Plagiarism, n.d.).  

Plagiarism is one form of academic misconduct (Ryan, et. al, 2009, 

p.1). Rather famous definition of plagiarism which usually appears in most 

of research articles related to the issue is possed by Carrol (2002) in Hosny 

& Fatima (2014, p. 749) that is “Passing of someone else’s work, whether 

intentionally or unintentionally, as your own for your own benefit”. The 

explanation for “intentional” or “unintentional” plagiarism is differentiated 

because someone might committing plagiarism unintentionally due to lack 

of understanding on what constitutes plagiarism. However, those two 

terms are complicated to be decided as someone who are accused for 

plagiarising  may not admitted that action unless they are too way too 

honest to confess it. Whereas, the Council of Writing Program 

Administrators (CWPA) in Ercegovac et.al (2004)  gives more broad 

definition of plagiarism as using “someone else’s language, ideas or other 

original materials without acknowledging its source”. The “someone else’s 

work” are including both printed and unprinted (digital) materials in the 
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form of writings, pictures, power point slides, videos, audios or even the 

abstract one like ideas (Ercegovac et.al, 2004).  

A lenght explanation of plagiarism is proposed by University of 

East London in its guideline book entitled “ Plagiarism: A Guidance Note 

for Students” as follows  : 

The submission of material (written, visual or oral) originally 

produced by another person or persons without due 

acknowledgment*, so that the work could be assumed to be the 

student’s own. For the purpose of these Regulations, this includes 

incorporation of significant extracts or elements taken form the 

work of an (other (s),  without acknowledgment or reference* and 

the submission of work produced in collaboration for an 

assignment based on the assessment of individual work (Johnston, 

2003). 

  

The explanation above are followed by some notes stating that to 

indicate that students are using someone else’s words, quotation marks 

must be given in the cited sentences (Johnston, 2003). 

From the various definitions above, the general terms of plagiarism 

can be defined as an action of copying the work of other people either the 

abstrack (ideas, concepts, etc.) or concrete (words, pictures, audios, etc) 

forms and claiming it as their own property without acknowledging the 

original resources or giving acknowledgment of the sources but without 

following the appropriate way of referencing. 

 

B. The Prevalence Rate of Plagiarism  

Plagiarism is obviously viewed as unethical action in the academic 

writing. However, such kind of practice still continually done by many 
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academicians in their academic papers or articles. It is not only committed 

by its students but also the academic staffs themselves (Handa & Power: 

2005 in Al-shaibani, et.al, 2006, p.338). According to a research 

conducted by  Zafarghandi, et.al (2012, p. 74) in Iran showed that the 

prevalence of plagiarism rate among Masters students also high. Even so, 

undergraduate students as the newcomers in higher education level are 

having higher risk to commit plagirism due to lack of experinces in 

academic writing.  

The issue of plagiarism is not only arise in Asian but also in 

Western institutions. The fact that the term and concept  of “plagiarism” is 

coming from the West does not guarantee that its society are not involved 

with this unethical action. Some studies revealed that students in Western 

higher education are also struggling the same phenomenon of plagiarism.  

According to Adam (2015) who conducted a study in United 

Kingdom stated that more than 58,000 undergraduate students were 

involved in plagiarism cases in their universities within four years (in 

Singh and Remenyi, 2015, p.2). While, Yale College Excecutive 

Committee reported that each year they have to face cases of plagiarism 

committed by its students, especially in web plagiarism (Maurer, et. al., 

2006, p. 1053).  

The similar phenomenon also emerge in Asia’s institution. The 

culture issue that Asian students are having greater chance to plagiarize 

even becoming a stigma attached to its students (Deckert, 1992; Park, 
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2003 in Maxwell, et.al, 2008, p. 26 ). The model of “memorisation” which 

is mostly applied in Asian classrooms is believed to be the main factor 

students cannot develope their own ideas well. It is because the teachers 

are mainly suggested or encouraged the students to memorize the materials 

only, so that the students tend to only “copy-paste” the materials either in 

the paper sheet or through verbal expression (Deckert, 1992 in Maxwell, 

et.al, p.26 ).  

 

C. Students’ Reasons for Committing Plagiarism 

The term “plagiarism” has already has a negative connotation and 

committing such behaviour will cost us a lot. Lost of reputation either 

personally or institutionally is a shameful consequence that we have to 

carry out. Nevertheles, students seems to be stucked their comfortzone so 

that aknowledging its consequences do not discourage them to commit it.  

To reveal the reasons behind the phenomenon of plagiarism among 

students, some studies were carried out to seek for the answers. Ma, et.al 

(2007) proposed several reasons of students committing plagiarism, they 

are: peer culture, pressure for achieving high grade, light pinalties given 

for the perpeprators of plagiarism, easy access to website sources, and lack 

understanding of the concept of plagiarism ( in Hosny and Fatima, 2014, 

p. 750).  

Peer culture relates to the influence of peers who commit 

plagiarism. Many times students were tempted to do something because 
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they find their peers do the same thing. Powell (n.d.) said that “ students’ 

intention to plagiarize is directly influenced by what is considered to be 

normal in their environment, such as the observed behaviour of their 

peers”. While pressure for achieving high grade also often lead students to 

commit plagiarism. The pressure might comes within themselves as they 

want to gain a perfect grade or the high expectation of their parents in their 

academic grade.  

According a research conducted by Wilkinson (2009, p. 102) the 

reason for getting a better grade occupied 73% of the reasons students 

committing plagiarims.  

Another more sensitive issue is also related with the development 

of technology information, especially internet. Internet gives students easy 

access to Website, Blog or other typical sources which provides a wide 

range of informations like journals, papers, and any other materials. The 

students often misuse this opportunity to simply “copy” and “paste” the 

materials inappropriately and claime the informations as their own 

thoughts. That statement in line with McCoullough and Holmberg’s 

(2005) study who revealed that the action of copying and pasting a text 

from sources like credible websites or journal articles in  Master’s theses 

was often founded (in Vieyra, et.al., 2013, p. 36). Many other researchers 

are also having the same arguments by saying that the Internet has 

attracted students to commit plagiarism (Ryan,1998; McCabe &Drinan, 
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1999; Rimer, 2003; Kasprzak and Nixon, 2004 in Marshall and Garry, 

2006, p.26).  

There is also an assumption that the penalties given to students 

who were accused to commit plagiarism affect  on the students’ 

behaviours and views on plagiarism. As generally known that many 

universities do not hold a clear regulation related with this issue. Even 

each faculty members might also have their own rules to cope with 

plagiarism cases (Zivcakova, et.al, 2012, p. 27). The lecturers who extend 

high tolerance on plagirism cases committed by the students might make 

the student less afraid to do it. Then, in the end the prevalence rate of 

plagiarism will increase because students assume that eventhough the 

possibility to be caught is exist but the penalty given is not so severe.  

Two issues underlying the reasons of students committing 

plagiarism are also related with lack of understanding of plagiarism and 

low rate on perceiving plagiarism as a seriouss violation. Those two issues 

are becoming the main idea of  the researcher conducting this study. The 

researcher agreed  on the importance of having adequate knowledge of 

plagiarism and high awareness that committing plagiarism is totally a 

seriouss crime that must be condemned. It is because those two factors 

will help students to hold themselves back from committing plagiarism. 

Maxwell,et.al (2008, p. 30) inferring in his study that there is obviously 

tight correlation between level of understanding and rate of plagiarism, 
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when the level of understanding is descreasing then the rates of plagiarism 

is increasing and vice versa.  

Despite the students already had enough experiences in academic 

writing when accomplishing their written assignments, several studies 

have proven that many students are still lacking understanding of 

plagiarism. A study carried out by Ali, et.al. (2012) found that around 40% 

of the students from the total samples perfomed low understanding of 

plagiarism (in Alshaibani, et.al, 2016, p. 342). The same founding also put 

foward by Yusof and binti Masrom (2012) who conducted the study in 

Malaysia by stating that most of the students samples are perfoming 

unsatisfactory understanding of plagiarsim by only knowing the very basic 

concept of plagiarism (in Alshaibani, et.al, 2016, p. 342).  

Lack understanding of plagiarism is not only possessed by Asian 

students like most of literatures said  (Biggs and Watkins, 1996; Deckert,  

1993 in Maxwell, et.al, 2008, p.30 ) by arguing that Asian students are 

unfamiliar with the concept plagiarism due to the culture issue. In fact, 

many Western students also do not possess sufficient and comprehensive 

knowledge on plagiarism.  A study comparing Asian and Australian 

students understanding on plagiarism shows that both of them having 

equal stance of understanding of plagiarism which is low (Maxwell, et.al, 

2008, p. 30).  

As have been mentioned before that students’ view on plagiarism 

whether they perceived that action as seriouss cases or not also play 
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important role in controlling students’ desire to commit plagiarism.  This 

relationship has been examined by some researchers who suggest hat 

“perceived seriousness is inversely related to cheating behaviour, 

including plagiarism” (Brown and Howell,2001; Jensen et.al, 2002, Lim & 

See, 2001, Storch &Storch, 2003 in Maxwell, et.al., 2008, p. 31). This 

phenomenon can be explained based on cognitive-dissonance theory that 

someone’s behaviour is commonly in line with what they belive 

(Festinger, 1957 in Maxwell, et.al, 2008, p. 31). 

Last but not least, lack of English language mastery (Bretag, et.al, 

2002 & Carroll, 2002) is also included as a factor which triggers students 

to commit plagiarims (in Marshall and Garry, 2006). Language mastery is 

a very important aspect in academic writting especially if the language is 

considered as foreign language for the writter. It would becoming a huge 

challege in order to produce a good quality of academic writting. In this 

case, sometimes students who are not confident enough with their English 

writting prefer to simply “borrowing the words of the native speakers 

which already look flawless” (Carroll, 2007 in Maxwell, 2008).  

To sum up, there are a lot factors which contribute to the behaviour 

of plagiarizing in the academic writting which can be classified as internal 

or external factors. Internal factors are including pressure for achieving 

high grade, lack understanding of plagiarism, perceived seriousness of 

plagiarism, and english mastery. Whereas, external factors are peer 
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culture, light penalties given to plagiarism perpeprators, and easy access to 

Internet.  

 

D. Types of Plagiarism 

Plagiarism is a complex problem as there are many criterias 

required for not getting this label attached to us as an academicians. Due to 

the problem of its complexcity, the classifications of plagiarism types vary 

from one experts to another. 

The very basic distinction of plagiarism types lies on the issue 

whether someone plagiarize intentionally or unitentionally or not (Powell, 

n.d, & Sutherland-Smith, 2003, p. 6). As what its name suggest, 

Intentional plagiarism refers to an act of plagiarizing commited by the 

students with an intention. Barlett (2003) even stated that “intentional 

plagiarism undoubtedly occurs amongst the graduate students population” 

(in Gilmore,  2010, p.15 ). This type of plagirism usually comes from 

triggering factors like essy access to internet, lack of consequences and  

lack of motivation, etc. (Gilmore, 2010, p. 14).   

Whilst, untentional plagiarism is plagiarism which is not intended 

by the students. The phrase “not intended” here means that students 

somehow fallen into plagarism due to lack of understanding of what 

constitutes of plagiarism. The insufficient knowledge of what constitutes 

plagiarism make the students ignoring the important aspects of academic 

citations or references, for example, do not attribute “in-text citation” after 

Students’ Understanding And…, Ethi Hikmatun, FKIP UMP, 2018



 

16 
 

citating someones words or ideas and many other technical mistakes. As 

what has been suggested by Gilmore, et.al (2010, p. 15 ) that 

“unintentional plagiarism is often associated to unawareness of appropriate 

citation and pharaphasing which may stem from instructional deficits”.  

The conception of “intentional” and “unintentional” plagiarism  

seems rather difficult to be used as a strong impeachment to accuse 

someone of committing plagiarism. The reason for that is derived from a 

logic that “what kind of asssessment will be used to measure such 

unmeasurable concept like intention, which lies within the deepest heart of 

an individual” (Pecocari, 2003 in Gilmore, 2010, p. 15). Someone might 

deceive their own heart by not admitting that they plagiarize someone else 

work eventhough in fact they really did it.  

Another types of plagiarism also proposed by Institutions like 

Harvard University which devided plagiarism into five categories which 

can be described as follows (Savitri, 2013, p. 12). 

1. Verbatim Plagiarism 

This type of plagiarims refers to direct plagiarism when  

someone is copying word for word the work of others as their own 

work without giving acknowledgment to the source. 

2. Mosaic Plagiarism 

Mosaic plagiarism is one type of plagiarism which happened when 

someone tries to change some words of the sources they are going to 

cite by using synonyms but fails to paraphrase it properly. 
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3. Inadequate Paraphrase 

Inadequate paraphrase is a plagiarism due to insufficient 

pharaphrasing to the sources. Only pharaphrasing a half or less of the 

sentences from the source and then left some other sentences or phrase 

like the original can be counted as plagiarism. An appropriate 

paraphrase must not only changes few synonyms but also the 

structruce of the sentences without changing the meaning of it. To 

avoid this type of plagiarism, the writer needs to possess the capability 

to extract the idea from the source and then write it as a new sentences 

of their own.  

4. Uncited Paraphrase 

Uncited paraphrase occured because the writer did not give 

acknowledgment of the source in the cited sentences eventhough the 

sentences has already been beautifully paraphrased. Some people 

assume that when they have already made a proper paraphrasing, they 

do not need to attach the sources into the cited sentences.  

5. Uncited Quotation mark 

In some case, the sentences taken from the source is put in a 

quotation mark. This kind of quotation also needs to be attributed with 

in-text citation to inform the reader where the sentence is  originally 

comes from. The citation is needed as it would differentiate either the 

sentences is  “direct citation” from a source or orginal sentences from 
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the writer which is put in a quotation mark for certain intention, for 

example, to emphasize some words.  

Some other experts also have their own classification of plagiarism 

types. Harris (2001) in Bretag & Mahmud (2009, p. 51) has classified  

plagiarism types into eleven categories, they are: “ 1) downloading free 

papers from the Internet; 2) buying a paper from paper mill; 3) copying an 

article from the Internet; 4) translating foreign article into English/another 

language; 5) cutting and pasting from several sources; 6) quoting less than 

all the words copied; 7) changing some words but copying whole phrases; 

8) paraphrasing wihout attribution; 9) summarising without attribution 

and; 10) faking citation”.  Whilst, Roig (2006) devided types of plagiarism 

into five division, namely “ideas, copying text, summarising, 

paraphrasing, collaboration, self-plagiarism” (in Bretag and Mahmud, 

2009, p. 52).  

Many others plagiarism types have been drawn by some experts 

out there. Eventhough they proposed different types of plagiarism, to some 

extent the ideas they brought are similar. In this study, the researcher 

decided to choose the classification of plagiarism types drawn and 

summarized by Maxwell, et.al (2008, p. 28) which is originally outlined 

by Walker (1998). The classifications are presented in the following sub-

sequence:  
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1. Sham-Paraphrasing 

Sham paraphrasing refers to plagiarism which is caused by copying a 

text from a source verbatimly and acknowledging also the sources but 

represent it as a result of pharaphasing.  

2. Illicit Paraphrasing 

This types of plagiarism occures when a writer pharaphrase a sentence 

from a source without giving any attribution to the original writer. 

3. Other Plagiarism  

Other Plagiarism is the case where someone is intentionally copied 

another student’s writing with permission and presented it as their own 

writing. 

4. Verbatim Copying 

Verbatim Copying seems to be the most popular plagiarims types 

committed by students as it is just simply “copying” and “pasting” a 

word for word from a source and not giving citation to  indicate that 

the sentences are originally their own thoughts. 

5. Reclycling 

This type of plagiarism may becoming the most unfamiliar plagiarism  

case to students. When students submitted their own writing in the 

previous assigment for another assignment, it is called reclycling 

plagiarism. It sounds rather bizzare that “how can using our own work 

and thougts is considered as an act of plagiarizing”. That kind of 

Students’ Understanding And…, Ethi Hikmatun, FKIP UMP, 2018



 

20 
 

opinion might comes from most of the students. Thus, this types of 

plagiarism is not quite popular than the other types.  

6. Ghost Writing 

Ghost writing is the pratice of hiring another person to write a piece of 

work as intented by the employer and submitting it without giving a 

credit to the writer. Usually, the employer needs to pays some amount 

of money as a compensation.  

7. Purloining 

Purloining is the opposite of “other plagiarism types”. In this case the 

students managed to copy other students writing secretly and then 

presented it as their own.  

As a complement to the plagiarism types has been mentioned 

above, the researcher add three additional types of plagiarism outlined by  

Zafarghandi, et.al (2013, p. 73), which can be described as follows:  

1. Plagiarism of Secondary Sources  

This type of plagiarism is referring to an act of citing a source which is 

cited in a secondary source without either looking to the first source or 

acknowleding the secondary source.  

2. Paraphrasing Plagiarism 

Paraphrasing plagiarism happens when the paraphase is half-done 

work. It means that the writer only pharaphrase some part of a source 

sentence or even only changes view words with its synonym without 
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changing the structure of the sentence and presented it as a paraphrase 

sentence. 

3. Plagiarism of the Form of a Source 

This type of plagirism is outlined by Brian Martin (1994) who argued 

that “using the organization of an argument or report of information 

without acknowleding the source of the form, even if the content is 

completly different” is considered as a plagiarism (in Nelms, 2000).  

 

E. Efforts Made to Deter Plagiarism 

The issue of plagiarism has been widely raised in many academic 

research and received a large amount of concern as many universities 

around the world attempt to maintain the university reputation. It is clearly 

mentioned by University of Deakin Vice-Chancellor, Geoff Wilson, that “ 

in the future any university which is not seen to prevent plagiarism to the 

best extent possible will lose reputation”. Therefore, many efforts has been 

strived by many universties to deter plagiarism in their institutions, 

especially the ones committed by the students.  

Along with the spread of digital plagiarism, considerable efforts to 

deter the cases are made by employing plagiarism detection software. 

Many software introduce a service to provide automatic system to detect 

plagiarism. The Scaife found that two tops of plagiarism detection 

softwares are Turnitin and Urkund (in Bretag & Mahmud, 2009, p.53). 

Turnitin has been used by around “10 millions users over 80 countries”, 
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while Urkund used by “several hundreds schools and departments in 

Europe” (Bretag and Mahmud, 2009, p. 53). The main function of this 

software is “highlighting the unoriginal work” of the students by 

indicating the level of match with some colors and showing the sources 

where the materials are taken from the Internet (Davis and Carroll, 2009, 

p. 58 ). Thus, this software is belived to be an effective tool to combat a 

digital plagirism which is mostly committed by students. A survey 

conducted by Murray (2006) shows that around 76% of students said that 

the used of Turnitin software help them a lot in preventing themselves to 

committ plagiarism (in Davis and Carroll, 2009, p. 61).  

 Despite its superiority, it does not meant that Turnitin is flawless. 

Some researchers argued that employing Turnitin as an anti-plagiarism 

software detection is quite complicated because it needs interpretation 

(Peacock, et al, 2006 in Davis and Carroll, 2009, p.60). Besides that, the 

detection process is only  recognizing and matching the students work 

with the articles or any other materials that has been uploaded in the 

Internet (Bretag and Mahmud, 2009, p. 53). So, when the students 

plagiarize articles or materials which are not published in the Internet, this 

software would not detect it as plagiarism. The more problematic 

limitation of this software is that it is only capable to detect “word-for-

word” or “direct” plagiarism (Bretag and Mahmud, 2009, p. 53). Wise 

students sometimes have a strategy to hide their “plagiarisme act” by 

carefully paraphasing the words and the sentences in such way and then 
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claim them as their own ideas. In that case, employing the software will be 

useless.  

Other researcher, for example Dalal (2015), proposed the idea of 

reflective approach which has been practiced in his class and taking for 

about four semester. This approach comes from the idea that “concious 

reflection enable someone to bring their unconcious thinking and feelings 

into the light of awareness” ( Bound et.al, 2013 in Dalal, 2015, p. 3). 

Bound, et.al (1985) in Bound, et.al (2013) “model two essential 

component of reflection in learning namely experience and reflection of 

the experience” (in Dalal, 2015, p.3).  The concept of experience which is 

mentioned above can be described as “ the total response of a person to a 

situation or event: like what someone think, does, feels and concludes at 

the time and immediately thereafter” (Bound, et.al, 1985 in Bound, et.al, 

2013 in Dalal,  2015, p.3). While reflective activity is when someone 

“managed to recall the experience, think about it, mull over it and learnt 

from it” (Dalal, 2015, p. 3).  

A brief description of the reflection approach has been 

implemented by Dalal (2015) in his class can be divided into five activites. 

The first activities is “buiding students awareness” which is conducted by 

providing information about plagiarism violations and the penalties (Dalal, 

2015, p. 5). The second steps is “providing learning and self-asessment 

materials” with the aim to introduce the students towards different types of 

plagiarism (Dalal, 2015, p.5). The third activity is “responding to 
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plagirism through dialogue” (Dalal, 2015, p. 6). In this stage, the students 

who are proven to commit plagirism after their work examined by 

plagirism detection software (Turnitin) must meet the instructor to have 

face-to-face dialogue. During the dialogue the instructure are supposed to 

create “non-treatening space” so that the students will not feel 

discouraged. In the dialogue session, the students are expected to figure 

out their own mistakes and reflect to their action. The students also given 

opportunity to choose the pinalty as form of resposibility for their action 

either by “attending violation session facilitated by an integrity counselor” 

or “to write a reflective essay”. The fourth section stage is “writing 

reflective essay” (Dalal, 2015, p. 6). This is happen when the students has 

choosen this option in the previous stage. Writing an reflective essay has 

goal to encourage students honesty and awareness of thinking (Dalal, 

2015, p.6). The reflective essay, for example, contains students opinion on 

what integrity means to them. The last stage in this activity is “reading the 

reflective essays and reflecting on the process” (Dalal, 2015, p. 6). “The 

instructor then read the essay, reflects the entire process and asssesses the 

effectiveness of the reflective approach and making changes as needed for 

the future” (Dalal, 2015, p.7). By employing the reflective practices by “a 

students or an instructor working with a student on their act of 

plagiarism”, there will be changed in the behaviour within themselves 

which lead them to stay away from plagirism.  
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To conclude, a combination between the use of plagiarism software 

detections and teacher’s assisstance through feedbacks and education on 

plagiarism-related issues might contribute a significant impact in 

decreasing the prevalence rate of plagirism cases amongst students.  
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