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CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of Study 

Education gets the advanced because it is supported by modern 

technology. Internet is one of modern technologies used by most students as 

the source of their study. The internet eases the students to get what they need, 

among others are articles, news and knowledge. Furthermore, the internet is 

completed by some programs which is also used by students in order to support 

their learning process. 

Unfortunately, the students use the internet unwisely. For example when 

they are given a task by their teacher, they do not do the task by themselves. 

They believe that the internet can do better than they can. 

Based on the questionnaire, some of the students depend on the internet in 

doing the tasks. For example in doing translation task, they use a language tool 

or translation machine which is available in internet. In this modern 

technology, translation is not only done by human being but also by a tool 

called language tool or translation machine. Modern technology has transposed 

some of translator’s traditional tools into new and more flexible ones. The use 

of translator’s traditional tools and the translator is changed by machine which 

can translate automatically in many languages. 

One of language tools or translation machines which common to use is 

Google Translate (hereafter is GT). GT translates source language (hereafter is 

SL) into the target language (hereafter is TL).  

“GT is a translation machine that provides free, fast translations of the 

texts in the major languages (Wohrley, 2012: 1). By using GT, the students can 

translate the SL into TL for free. They often use GT in helping finish their 

translation task. 
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However, translation is the replacement of textual material in one language 

by equivalent textual in another language (Catford in Suryawinata and 

Hariyanto, 2003: 11). A textual material in one language that will be translated 

into another language should be equivalent both grammatically and lexically. It 

means that in translating such text the students should comprehend SL and TL 

so that the translator or in this case the students can produce a good translation. 

A good translation is understandable translation. It means that in translating a 

text the students should be able to deliver the message from SL into TL to the 

reader. If they use GT in translating a text, they cannot realize it because the 

translation done by GT is actually word for word translation which only 

translates word by word. GT also has some factors that made errors in 

translating; they are grammar, limited vocabulary, idioms, word choosing, etc. 

Based on the phenomenon happened dealing with the use of GT by the 

students in Translation’s task, the writer is interested in conducting a research 

entitled “ The Correlation between Google Translate and Students’ 

Translation” ( A Descriptive study in Fourth Semester Students at English 

Department of Muhammadiyah University of Purwokerto).  

B. Reasons for Choosing the Topic 

The reasons for choosing the topic can be stated in the following 

statements: 

1. The writer wants to know if GT has the correlation with student’s 

translation. 

2. The writer wants to reveal the students habit in using GT. 

C. Problem of Study 

The problems of this research are as follows: 

1. Is the fourth semester students at English Department of Muhammadiyah 

University of Purwokerto has the habit in using GT? 
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2. Is there any significant correlation between the students’ habit in using GT 

and students’ translation mark at the fourth semester students of English 

Department of Muhammadiyah University of Purwokerto? 

3. Is there any significant correlation between GT and the vocabularies of 

students’ translation at the fourth semester students of English Department 

of Muhammadiyah University of Purwokerto? 

4. Is there any significant correlation between GT and the grammar of 

students’ translation at the fourth semester students of English Department 

of Muhammadiyah University of Purwokerto? 

D. The Aim of The Study 

Based on the problem formulation above, the aims of this research are: 

1. To reveal the students habit in using GT at the fourth semester students of 

English Department of Muhammadiyah University of Purwokerto? 

2. To know whether there is any significant correlation between the students’ 

habit in using GT and students’ translation mark at the fourth semester 

students of English Department of Muhammadiyah University of 

Purwokerto. 

3. To know whether there is any significant correlation between GT and the 

vocabularies of students’ translation at the fourth semester students of 

English Department of Muhammadiyah University of Purwokerto 

4. To know whether there is any significant correlation between GT and the 

grammar of students’ translation at the fourth semester students of English 

Department of Muhammadiyah University of Purwokerto. 

E. Contribution 

This research is contributed for: 

1. the lecturer 

To control the translation task given to the students, whether they do it by 

themselves or with the help of GT. 
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2. the students 

To give the knowledge to the students about the influence of Google GT  

on their translation. 

3. the researcher  

To give the consideration to another researchers in the future about the 

influence of GT towards student’s translation. 

F. Clarification of Terms 

The title of this research is “The Correlation between Google Translate to 

and Students’ Translation of the Fourth Semester Students of English 

Department Muhammadiyah University of Purwokerto Academic Year 

2011/2012 “. 

In order to understand easier, the key terms of the study are clarified as 

follows: 

1. Correlation 

“Correlation” means such of two things so related that one implies or in 

complementary to the other. The study of the correlation is a study which 

tries to reveal and find out the correlation between two or more object of 

research, depend and independent variables (Arikunto, 1989: 202).  

2. Google Translate 

GT is one Machine translation which is used more frequently, provides 

more language-pair combinations and help the user in translation (Aiken 

and Balan, 2009: 1). 

3. Students’ Translation 

In this research students’ translation means the translation which is 

produced by the students and students translation mark. 
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