
CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. BACKGROUND OF THE RESEARCH 

Vocabulary is a basic competence to increase the English language 

to the next education. The elements of languages, vocabulary, grammar, 

pronunciation, and spelling are taught in the school to support the 

development of the language skill, such as, listening, speaking, reading, and 

writting.  

Nowdays, in elementary school, there are still many English 

teachers who cannot make their vocabulary classes interesting, enjoyble and 

communicative. Generally, speaking in teaching and learning process is only 

in the form of an explanation technique and translation. Consequently, the 

students feel bored and uninterested in following the lesson and the students 

do not have a motivation in learning vocabulary. As a result, the students get 

a low achievement in their vocabulary.  

So far, what happened to our English Elementary School is that 

they were very reluctant in creating attractive and interesting media for  teach 

English at Elementary School. They were very reluctant to use impressive and 

interesting educational media. Mostly, they still focused only on the textbooks, 

which seem to be rigid for students. They teached their students in passive 

way. The students only sat and listened well to  the teacher’s explanation to do 

some exercises. Another reason why the writer took this research is  the fourth 
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students who have low achievement. There are two facts of the student’s low 

achivement. First, the students habit in opening dictionary when they read a 

text or get new sentences make them dependent in learning a new vocabulary. 

Second, the students also cannot memorize vocabulary well. Moreover, their 

motivation in learning English especially vocabulary is not enough. 

In this reasearch, the main concerns of teaching vocabulary is the 

use of photo card. Hopefully it will make students interested in the lesson and 

they will be motivated in learning. Through photo card they will get 

meaningful interpretation easily. The use of photo cards for teaching 

vocabulary will be implemented in a research, entitled ‘’THE 

EFFECTIVENESS OF PHOTO CARDS TO TEACH VOCABULARY’’.   

 

B. REASON FOR CHOOSING THE TOPIC 

The writer’s reasons for choosing the topic is that applying photo 

cards in teaching vocabulary  is assumed to able to make students enjoy the 

activity and more attentive to learn the material, so they can get better English 

achievement.  

 

C. PROBLEM OF RESEARCH  

Based on the background of the study,  the problem  of the study   

‘’Is  photo cards effective to teach vocabulary at fourth grade students of SD 

N  Gadungrejo and SD N 3 Jerukagung effective ? “.  
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D. THE AIM OF RESEARCH  

Based on the problem mentioned above, the aim of research is to 

find out the effectiveness of using photo cards in vocabulary mastery.  

 

E. CONTRIBUTION OF THE RESEARCH  

Contribution of this research as follows :  

1. For students :  

a. Can help the students in learning English especially in vocabulary 

mastery.  

b. Make the students interting to learn English.  

2. For teacher :  

a. Give inspiration for the teacher to teach English.  

b. Help the teacher to convey the material in the class room. 

 

F. CLARIFICATION OF THE TERMS  

In order to understand the title, below are the clarifications of terms 

used in this study: 

1. Teaching vocabulary  

Teaching vocabulary is one of the least efficient ways of 

developing learners, vocabulary knowledge but nonetheless it is an 

important part of a well balance vocabulary programmaed (Nation I.S.P , 

1997). The vocabulary which will be introduce the tells are vegetables, 

fruits, transportation, and animals.  
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2. Photo cards   

Photo card is an image created by light falling on a light-sensitive 

surface. 
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