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CHAPTER II 

THEORETICAL REVIEW 

A. WRITING 

1. The Definition of Writing 

Writing is a complex process that allows writer to explore thoughts 

and ideas, and make them visible and concrete. According to Ramelan 

(1992: 14) writing is a representation or symbol of language. Writing is a 

process of expressing ideas or thoughts in words on a piece of paper. 

Writing actually is transferring information, message or idea in 

grammatically sentences. The information, message or idea is necessary 

to be expressed in a text. 

Writing is really a form of thinking using the written word. Harmer 

(2004: 86) states that writing is a process and what we write is often 

heavily influenced by constraints of genre, then these elements have to be 

present in learning activities. Furthermore Nunan (2003: 88) states that 

writing is the mental work of inventing ideas, thinking about how to 

express them, and organizing them into statements and paragraph that 

will be clear to a reader. And Tarigan (1994: 3) states that” writing is one 

language skills, which is used to communicate indirectly”. It means that 
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in communicating a message, writers are usually distant in time and place 

from the persons with whom they wish to communicate. 

From the explanation above it can be concluded that writing can be 

said as a means of communication where written form is used to express 

the writer‟s purpose. A writer expresses his or her ideas, experiences, 

thoughts, and feelings through writing for a specific purpose. 

 

2. The Purpose of Writing 

The purposes of writing have to do with goal or aims of writing. There 

are so many students who never care of the purposes of writing. By genre, 

it is supposed that the students have already known the purposes of their 

writing that is to certain the reader. Therefore, they have to be aware of 

this purposes of writing is to fulfill the assignment of class, but the 

concept of writing purposes means more, one of them is what the writing 

seeks to achieve. Tarigan (1994: 24) cited in Hartig explains the purposes 

of writing as follows: 

a. Assignment purpose 

Actually this assignment purpose has not purpose at all. The writer 

write something because she/he is ordered, it is not according the 

writer herself. (e.g the students who is ordered to summarize the book, 

the secretary who is ordered to make report and notulen meeting). 
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b. Altruistic purpose 

The writer‟s purpose to entertain the readers to remove the readers 

sadness, to make the reader‟s life easier and enjoy with the writer‟s 

work. 

c. Persuasive purpose 

To convince the readers about the true opinion presented. 

d. Informational purpose 

To give information or providing information to the readers. 

e. Self-expressive purpose 

To introduceor explain the writer herself to the readers. 

f. Creative purpose 

The writing has to achieve artistic value, value of art. 

g. Problem-solving purpose 

In this writing, the writer want to solve the problem faced. 

In short, every writing has purpose, the meaning of purpose in writing 

is the repond or answer hoped by the writer from the readers. This 

clearance depends on the thought, organization, diction and sentence 

structure used. Make a good concept of one the purpose their writing will 

be understand easily to the reader. 
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3. The Importance of Writing 

Writing is familiar with our life. We could see written language in 

magazines, letters, books, short message service, etc. Harmer (2001: 79) 

states that writing is a basic language skill, just as important as speaking, 

listening, and reading. Writing also exists in syllabus as skill that should 

be mastered by the students, so students should be able to write well. 

According to Harmer (2004: 31-33) there are many importance of 

learning writing, by writing students can: 

a. Avoid the limitation of time. 

It means that students have no longer time to think than speaking 

activities. They can consult the diction will be used to express their 

thought. They can check their grammar patterns. 

b. Practice the use of language. 

By practicing it completely, their ability in English can develop well. 

c. Summarize the materials that are explained by teacher. 

The use writing skill to make a note about what they have learnt 

while learning process happens. 

d. Help in making a note as the preparation before the activity. 

e. Write a dialogue in speaking activities. 

As the example, teacher asks students to write short dialogue which 

they will then act out. 
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f. Answer question test-types of activities. 

Writing is important to face question test. In the examination, 

students are asked their answer in the form of written. 

 In the modern city, writing plays a very important role, because 

written language has a number of functions in everyday live. 

According to Halliday in Nunan (1991: 84) explained that there are 

some functions of written language in everyday life which will 

influence the text produced. Those are: 

a. Primarily for action 

For action could be explained that written language used in 

public signs (roads and situations), product labels and 

instructions (on foods, tools or toys purchased), recipes, maps, 

television and radio guides, bills, menu and printouts, for social 

contact and personal correspondence (letters, postcards, greeting 

cards). 

a. Primarily for information 

For information we could see in newspaper, magazines, 

nonfiction books, public notices, advertisements, political 

pamphlets, scholastic, medical, etc. 

b. Primarily for entertainment 

There are some kinds of written language for 

entertainment, for example light magazines, comic strips, fiction 
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books, poetry and drama, newspaper features, film subtitles, 

games. 

From description above, writing have many functions in our life. We 

now live in a modern society where the development of communication 

increases very fast. Information spreads out so quickly through out on the 

world. It shows that how writing can encourage human‟s brain to produce 

good written that contain all good ideas. Writing has some importance, 

especially for the students. The importances of learning writing are:  

a) The students will get knowledge how to write effectively. 

b) The students understand how to express their ideas. 

c) By learning writing, students will get knowledge how to share 

their thoughts with anyone else, through their writing. 

 

4. Process of Writing  

Many people sail that learning is process, and writing is a part of 

learning; therefore there is a process in writing. When writers want to 

make a draft, they should do some step in making it, so they can produce 

the final draft by the readers. According to Harmer (2004: 4-5) declares 

that process of writing has four main elements. Those are planning, 

drafting, editing and final revision. 
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1. Planning 

Experienced writers plan what they are going to write. Before starting 

to write or type, they try to decide what is they are going to say. When 

planning, the writers have to think about three main issues. First writer 

have to consider about: 

a. The purpose of their writing since this will influence (among other 

things) not only the type of the text they wish to procedure, but also 

the language they use and the information they choose to include. 

b. The audience they are writing for, since this will influence not only 

the shape of writing (how it is laid out, how the paragraph are 

structured, etc), but also the choice of language, for example it is 

formal or informal in tone. 

c. The content structure of the writing that is, how best the sequence 

the fact, ideas, or arguments which they have decided to include. 

2. Drafting  

We can refer to the first version of a piece of writing as a draft. In the 

writing process drafting is necessary for helping the writer to write 

ideas and decide what should come first, second, third and so on, until 

the last. 

3. Editing (reflecting and revising) 

Once writers have produced a draft, and then they usually read what 

they have written to see where it works and does not. Reflecting and 
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revising are often helped by other readers (or editor) who comment 

and make suggestion. Another reader‟s reaction to a piece of writing 

will help the author to make appropriate revision. 

5. Final revision 

Once writers have edited their draft, making the changes they to be 

necessary, they produce their final revision. This may look 

considerably different from both the original plan and the first draft, 

because things have changed in editing processes. However, the writer 

is ready to send the written text to its intended audience. 

  Adapted from Tompkins in Laksmi (2006: 42-43), writing 

process consists of prewriting, drafting, revising, editing, and 

publishing. The activities available of each stage are: 

a. Prewriting 

1. Students choose a topic. 

2. Students gather and organize idea. 

b. Drafting 

1. Students write a rough draft. 

2. Students emphasize content rather than mechanics. 

c. Revising 

1. Students share their writing with the teacher or in writing 

groups. 
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2. Students participate constructively in discussions about 

classmates‟ writing. 

3. Students make changes in their writing to reflect the reactions 

and comments of both teacher and classmates. Between the 

first and final drafts, students make substantive rather than 

only minor changes. 

d. Editing 

1. Students proofread their own and or classmates writings. 

2. Students increasingly identify and correct their own mechanical 

errors. 

e. Publishing 

1. Students publish their writing in appropriate form. 

2. Students share their finished writing with teacher. 

 

5. Types of Writing 

Writing has some types which have different meaning and purpose. 

Based on Writinga Article (2010: 1) there are five kinds of writing. Those 

are: 

a. Expository 

It is a genre of writing that informs, describes, or explains with 

text types that include: autobiography, biography, descriptive, 

essay, informational report, and media article. 
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b. Narrative  

It is genre of writing that entertains or tells a story with text 

types that include: adventure, fairy tale, fantasy, historical fiction, 

mystery, personal narrative, science fiction. 

c. Persuasive 

It is genre of writing that attempts to convince readers to 

embrace a particular point of view with text types that include: 

advertisement, editorial, persuasive essay, political cartoon and 

pro/con. 

d. Procedural 

It is a genre of writing that explains the instructions or directions 

for completing a task with text types that include: experiment, 

how to and recipe. 

e. Transactional  

It is a genre of writing that serves as a communication of ideas and 

information between individuals with text types that include: 

business letter, friendly email, interview, invitation, postcard, and 

weblog entry. 

 

6. The Students’ Problem Writing 

Learning to write in foreign language is not easy for students. They 

face some difficulties.  

THE EFFECTIVENESS OF DEMONSTRATION ….. RAHAYU ISMAWATI ADNIN,  FKIP UMP 2014 



16 
 

 
 

There are some problems faced by the students in learning writing. 

According to Nurgiyantoro (2001: 298-299) here are some problems 

faced by the students in learning writing. Those are: 

a. Organizing Idea 

The problem usually faced by the students in writing 

composition is about how to organize the idea into sentences. In 

writing composition, students usually write the content, which is not 

suitable with the theme. It happened because students get difficulties 

in developing idea and sometimes they do not know what they will 

write. 

b. Lack of Vocabulary 

Vocabulary also becomes an important part in writing 

composition. We realize if we do not master the vocabularies well, 

we will get difficulties in expressing our ideas, especially in writing. 

c. Grammar Accuracy  

When the students are trying to make composition, they are 

usually confused whether their sentences are grammatically correct 

or not. Generally, most of beginner students do not master English 

well. They just start learn English so their competence is still weak, 

especially in grammar. It becomes a problem when they have to 

make composition, which consist of sentences. 
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Generally, students of Junior High School are not mastery 

grammar well, they often confuse about their sentences are 

grammatically correct or not. It becomes problems when they have to 

write a procedure text with correct language structure. 

 

7. The Evaluation of Procedure Text 

The type of test to evaluate writing procedure text is subjective test. 

The subjective test which will be used is paragraph. From the topic given, 

students make procedure text by using its generic structure. They also use 

the language feature of procedure text such as personal pronoun, simple 

present tense, linking verb, action verb, chronological connection, and 

conjunction of time. There are some aspects of writing that can be 

evaluated (Nurgiyantoro, 2001: 307), the aspects that can be evaluated in 

writing are: 

a. Content (The Agreement with the Title Chosen) 

This means that a good writing is when the title represents the content of 

it. The content of a text should be relevant or equivalent and describe the 

title in complete. Brown (2004: 73) states the writing section measures 

the ability to write English, including the ability to organize,develop 

ideas, to support those ideas with examples or evidence, to compose a 

response to one assigned topic in standard written English, and to 

generate. So, it can be concluded that the more students can develop their 

THE EFFECTIVENESS OF DEMONSTRATION ….. RAHAYU ISMAWATI ADNIN,  FKIP UMP 2014 



18 
 

 
 

ideas which also load some good supporting ideas to be a good content, 

the better their  writing will be. 

b. Organization (Paragraph Unity, Coherence, and Cohesion) 

This means that how the students organize their idea. Whether each 

paragraph is organize well or not. However, a good text consists of 

paragraphs which are arranged well with some connecting words which 

can make the paragraphs coherent. 

c. Vocabulary (The Precision of Using Vocabulary) 

This means that vocabulary is the most important thing that forms a 

phrase, sentence, and, further, paragraph. Rivers as cited in Nunan (1992: 

11) writes that vocabulary is essential for successful study on the second 

language. In writing, a writer should use the appropriate vocabulary to 

express what they want to write.  

d. Grammar  

This means that tenses and structure mastery are really necessary to have 

paragraphs constructed. It‟s not important to use long sentence, but the 

grammar that is used is correct. It is difficult for students to arrange a 

good paragraph if they lack of tenses and stucture mastery.  

e. Mechanics (Spelling and Punctuation) 

Paragraph is a combination of some sentences which needs good spelling 

and punctuation. Whether the students master the role how to write and 

make only few faults in the spelling 
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All of the aspects above, content, organization, vocabulary, grammar, 

and mechanic will be used to evaluate the writing result of the students. 

 

B. Procedure Text 

1. Definition of Procedure text 

Text is as a communication tool in form of written language. 

Procedure text is text to help readers how to do or make something 

completely. According to Anderson (2003: 50), procedure text is a piece of 

text that gives us instruction for doing something. The purpose of a 

procedure text is to explain how something can be done. Besides, 

procedure text is also more about a process than thing but explain how 

people perform different in a sequence of steps. 

 From definitions above, the writer concludes that procedure text is a 

text that explains how people make or do something step by step. It is a 

text to describe how something is done through a sequence of series. 

2. Generic Structure of Procedure Text 

In procedure text, there are generic structure and language feature. 

Based on Anderson (2003: 52), there are three generic structures: 

a. An introductory statement that gives the aim or goal; 

b. A list of the materials that will be needed for completing the 

procedure; and 

c. A sequence of steps in the order they need to be done. 
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3. Language Features of Procedure Text 

According to Anderson (2003: 52), grammatical features of a 

procedure those are: 

a. The use of technical language; 

b. Sentence that begin with verbs and are stated as commands; 

c. The use of time words or numbers that tell the order for doing the 

procedure; and 

d. The use of adverbs to tell how the action should be done. 

4. Kinds of procedure text 

There are some examples of procedure texts which we always see 

anywhere and anytime. We usually did these things but we never realize. 

Based on Anderson (2003: 51), there are some examples of procedure texts 

which we always see anywhere and anytime. We usually did these things 

but we never realize if the things we did such a kind of procedure text. 

They are: 

a. Directions (get somewhere, get something, use something, etc.); 

b. Recipes (foods, drinks, cake, etc.); and 

c. Instruction manuals (use electronic, make a toy, play games, make 

something, etc.). 
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C. Demonstration Technique 

1. The Definition of Demonstration Technique 

Demonstration technique is a teaching technique or activity that 

show something to the students when teacher explains the material. 

Suharyono (1991: 35) and Hamalik (1986: 56) say that demonstration as 

teaching technique for showing how to make something or how to serve 

something. Actually, in this stage teacher needs some tools contribution 

for the activity. By using tools, it can help students more understand to 

the material. Furthermore, Hamalik (1983: 63) and Sanjaya (2006: 152) 

also state by using tools, teaching process will be real and students will 

get the real educational experience.  

Meanwhile, demonstration can be done in most of the material. 

Kinder as cited in Hamalik (1986: 169) explains that demonstration is 

valuable in all areas, the learning in demonstration is concrete which 

essentially a doing, and it allows for repetition and drill that usually 

informal, and it is effective with simple process or complex projects. 

There are several process that used in demonstration technique. Showing, 

doing, and telling are the main components of demonstration. This 

process can make students give good feedback in learning activity. 

Djamarah (2010: 153) adds that students will give respond when teacher 

gives stimulus exactly. This teaching technique will be successful when 

all of the steps or components are prepared well. 
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Based on the definition above, the writer concludes that 

demonstration technique is one of active teaching learning techniques 

which has purpose to direct the students‟ attention in material that is 

learnt. The students understand procedure text easily because the 

demonstration technique is an expression which consists of explanation to 

show or to demonstrate things in front of the learners. 

 

2. The Principles of Demonstration Technique in Teaching Writing 

Demonstration technique will be effective if the teacher follow these 

principles (Suharyono, 1991:37):  

1. Prepare the demonstration earlier. 

The teacher should do the demonstration before as exercise in 

order to demonstration in the class I success. The more exercise is 

done; the teacher will be fluent in deliver the material. 

2. Prepare the tools for demonstration. 

The demonstration needs some tools to make the explanation 

clearly. If one of the tools is missing, one of the steps is missing too. 

Moreover, all instruments of demonstration should be prepared well, 

furthermore if it needs reorganize tools.  

3. Prepare the place demonstration  

Place means that students should be in good in sit position. 

Sanjaya (2010: 154) argues that students‟ sit position should be 
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arranged to make the students five more attention to the 

demonstration. The explanation can be understood by seeing all of 

the process. 

4. Prepare the time for demonstration 

Demonstration needs more time to operate all of the process or 

steps. It should be calculated well in each process to make the 

explanations can be understood clearly. It means that the 

implementation of demonstration should be calculated, so that it can 

be done slowly. 

5. Control the students when demonstrate happen. 

In teaching and learning process, teacher should control the 

students‟ condition, it seems like during demonstrate something 

happen. Moreover, Suharyono (1991: 36) says that students‟ 

condition should be controlled well to make the students give more 

attention demonstration process.  

 

3. The advantages and Disadvantages of Demonstration Technique 

The advantages of demonstration technique in teaching and learning 

activity (Djamarah, 2010: 91): 

1. The lesson will be clear and concrete in order to avoid verbalism. 

(Understanding by words or sentences) 
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 In demonstration technique, teacher will explain the material 

through practice or doing something in process. By seeing the process, 

the students will know and understand what material that is learnt. 

Sanjaya (2010; 152) states that verbalism can be avoided in 

demonstration technique because all of the students give attention to 

technique can explain the material well. 

2. Students are easy to understand with the lesson. 

The students‟ activity when the teacher demonstrates 

something in class are seeing, listening, and replying the explanation. 

3. The teaching process is more interesting. 

It is different as usual teaching in the class, because in 

demonstration teaching technique not only the teacher does the 

demonstration but also the students. It also will be a new experience 

learning the material that interest students. Moreover, Sanjaya (2010: 

152) adds that the learning not only will be interesting, because 

student not only listen to the explanation, but also see the process.   

4. Students are stimulated to be active in observing, adapting between 

theory and the real, and then trying by self. 

The students can understand to the material by practicing in 

real thing. Sanjaya (2010: 152) argues that students have opportunity 

to compare between theory and fact directly, so that the truth of the 

theory is right.   
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In short, demonstration technique has many advantages in 

teaching and learning process. It will be useful and more effective for 

teaching writing of procedure text with explain the material through 

demonstrate and practice in real thing. 

Beside the advantages above, Djamarah (2010: 91) also 

mentions the disadvantages of demonstration technique are: 

1. Demonstration technique needs teacher‟s skill particularly in order 

to this technique can run well or effectively. 

Teacher should be skillful and professional (Sanjaya (2010: 

153). It means that to get successful in applying demonstration 

teaching technique, the teacher should work hard and can motivate 

the students in teaching and learning process.  

2. Facilitates such as tools, place and cost should be appropriate. 

Supplying the equipments to demonstrate something should be 

prepared. It can be said that for implementing this technique is 

expensive than other technique (Sanjaya, 2010: 153) 

3. Demonstration technique requires good readiness and planning 

which need more time to do this. 

Showing something process teacher should try it one more and 

spend more time (Sanjaya (2010: 153). It means that good 

preparation is needed to make the demonstration something 

successfully and effectively. 
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From the explanations mentioned before, demonstration 

teaching technique will be effective to do in classroom activity if 

teacher can prepare well of the things which are needed and deliver the 

process by using clear and simple instruction, finally students will 

understand the material well and get educational experience.  

 

D. Teaching Writing of Procedure Text Using Demonstration Technique 

Teacher needs a patience to teach writing in a class. Because of 

writing skill can‟t be learnt instantly. Most of students have difficulties to 

write. 

In teaching writing, the teacher should be clear in explaining the 

materials. One of technique in teaching writing is by using demonstration 

technique. In teaching writing by using demonstration technique, the students 

can develop their writing ability.  

There are some steps in teaching writing by using demonstration 

technique, based on Hamalik (1986: 170), those are: 

1. The teacher as a demonstrator has had all of the tolls needed. 

By having all of the tools which is needed, every parts in demonstrate 

something can be done clear and make explanation by using tools can 

encourage students‟ visual respect. 
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2. The teacher explains what will be planned or will be done. 

Giving clear instruction is needed to avoid the failure and students can 

know what important part should be written (Sanjaya, 2010: 153). 

Instruction can make students know what steps they should follow, so that 

the demonstration technique can be done in sequence. 

3. The teacher demonstrates the material to the students as observer with 

clear and short or simple explanation slowly. 

Controlling the students‟ condition can make students give more 

attention to the material. Suharyono (1991: 36) states that teacher should 

control the students when demonstration takes place. Furthermore, simple 

explanation will help students in memorization the material easier. 

4. The teacher asks the students to repeat again the steps orally. 

This is one of the students‟ tasks after watching the demonstration 

from the teacher. It has function for the teacher for the teacher to know 

students‟ understanding in demonstration that has done (Sanjaya, 2010: 

54). Repeating the material orally is effective to helps memorize. 

Moreover, repeating more than one will help students in mastering the 

material (Suharyono, 1991: 37). 

5. The teacher points some students to demonstrate and explain the process 

step by step by themselves. 

After the teacher explaining the material, students have to demonstrate 

and explain same as the teacher, so the students can imitate like teacher 
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do. In addition, by repeating will help students to understand the material 

well (Suharyono, 1991: 36). If the students still have miss in some parts, 

teacher can repeat the material again and it will help students in learning 

the material. 

 

E. Basic Assumption 

Demonstration technique is a kind of teaching techniques. Teacher can 

use this technique for teaching writing procedure text. Through this technique, 

the students will be more interested and they will give more focus on the 

material. The students will be easy in understanding the material and they will 

have an idea to start writing especially in writing procedure text, because this 

technique can stimulate students to produce and expand their ideas. From this 

condition, it is assumed that using demonstration technique in teaching 

writing is effective for students to write procedure text better. 

  

F. Hypothesis 

Based on the basic assumption above, the writer has hypothesis that 

teaching writing of procedure text by using demonstration technique at the 

seventh grade of SMPN 2 Sokaraja in academic year 2013/2014 was effective. 

 

 

 

THE EFFECTIVENESS OF DEMONSTRATION ….. RAHAYU ISMAWATI ADNIN,  FKIP UMP 2014 




