
CHAPTER II 

THEORETICAL REVIEW 

 

A. The Importance of learning Grammar 

Learning language involves English language has four skill; they are; 

reading, speaking, listening and writing. Those skills are supported by 

language elements such as structure or grammar, vocabulary, pronunciation 

and spelling. Grammar has an essential role in learning language in relation 

with the language as a means of communication. As we know that 

communication means the way of sending information (Hornby, 1995:230). 

So we need such a rule in order that goal of communication can be reached by 

the speaker and listener in speaking forms.   

In Encyclopedia America Volume 13.( 1980  : 151 ), grammar is 

defined as the study of language works, more specifically. It is the study of 

these system and pattern that operate in a language to give meaning to an 

utterance. Because the language system a Learning language involves English 

language has four skill; they are; reading, speaking, listening and writing. 

Those skills are supported by language elements such as structure or 

grammar, vocabulary, pronunciation and spelling. Grammar has an essential 

role in learning language in relation with the language as a means of 

communication. As we know that communication means the way of sending 

information (Hornby, 1995:230). So we need such a rule in order that goal of 

communication can be reached by the speaker and listener in speaking forms.    
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In other book, Hammer ( 1987 : 4 ) defines grammar as the study and 

practice of the rules by which word change the form and are combined into 

sentences. It is also as  study of rules for forming words and combining them 

into sentences ( Hornby, 1989 : 542 ). 

 Having known the definition of grammar, it is not hard for us to 

understand why grammar is useful and important. Without knowing the 

grammar of the language,  it  would not be able to communicate with other 

people. So, learners can not escape from grammar.  

It is also noted in Encyclopedia Americana Volume 13. That there are 

some reasons for studying grammar and investigating grammar.  

1. To instruct the young and unlearned in foreign language or in the prestige 

“ educated “ or “ cultivate “ use of their own language.  

2. To keep scared text accurate and therefore effective.  

3. To understand the operation of language it self.  

4. To understand the human mind and it means of operating with linguistic 

symbol.  

Most people learning a new language do not have so much time and 

such  and ideal situation. Paul ( 2001 ) in his article gives some advices that 

may help the learners to learn grammar more effectively.  

1. Be aware of grammar. Think about grammar. Notice the aspect of 

English grammar that are the same as or very similar to those in your 

language. ( The use article in Indonesian, for example, is similar to their 

use in English).  
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2. Read a  lot of English books. This may sound strange but in fact all the 

time you are reading English ( and also listening to English), you are 

taking in models of correct grammar that will help you in your writing 

and speaking. It will help you when you express your ideas and when 

you come to check your work. Of course, it is even better if you can read 

with the grammatical awareness discussed in the last paragraph.  

3. Concetrate  on the aspect of grammar you personally find most difficult. 

Particularly in your can focus on these aspect for special care and 

attention when editing your work.  

4. If you do not like to do grammar exercises. Then, it is more important 

that you follow the advice in the paragraph above, you should try to work 

out the patterns and rules of language for your self.  

5. If  you do like to do grammar exercises, then go ahead. But being good at 

grammar exercise does not mean you will not make takes in your own 

work. Write out the some sentence of your own than follow the same  

rules that you are practicing.  

From these advices, it can state that to learn grammar of language, it 

can take idea or which begin from the point zero, and through the successive 

attempt and can eventually master the study grammar or language. 

 

B. The  Definition of  Degrees of Comparison  

Degrees of Comparison of Adjectives are degrees or stages or level of 

comparing something or someone else. That to used to say that something or 
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someone else. Degrees of Comparison of  adjectives is adjective that appears 

in the degrees comparison as part of a sentences. The degrees of comparison 

of adjectives mean grammatical from of positive, comparative, and 

superlative of adjectives.  

1. The positive Degrees 

Khron ( 1986 ) says that the positive degree is used to compare 

two equal things, people etc. it uses the words the same as, different 

from, like, similar to,as……as.  

Comparison using the same as, similar to, like, different from, 

used to compare people, things, animal, places etc.  

a. The same as  

The same as is used to compare people, things, animal, places are 

similar.  

Subject + To be + The same as + Noun / pronoun 

Example ;  

Nina’s book is the same as Yuni’s book 

It means that Nina and Yuni’s book have same characteristics ( color, 

size, price etc. ) 

b. Similar to  

Similar to is used to compare people, things, animal, places, are 

similar.  

Subject + To be + Similar to + Noun / pronoun 

Example ;  

A Study On Student’s..., Ririn Nurul Khotimah, FKIP UMP, 2015



Dinda’s house is similar to my house. 

It mean that Dinda and me have house that same characteristics ( 

color, size, price etc. ) 

c. Like  

Like is used to compare people, things, animal, places, are similar.  

Subject + To be + Like + Noun/ pronoun 

Example;  

Bob’s car is like my car 

It mean Bob and me have car that same characteristics ( color, size, 

process, etc. ) 

d. Different from 

Different from is used to compare people, things, animal, places, are 

different. 

Subject + To be + different from + Noun/ pronoun 

Example ;  

My  shoes is different from Andi’s shoes 

It means Andi and I have shoes that different characteristics ( color, 

size, price etc).  

e. Comparison using as……as  

Swan ( 1980; 142 ) says that there are several importance of 

grammatical construction used for comparing two states or 

adjectives when we want to say are equal. In some way, we often use 

the structure as…..as. 
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1) As ……as  

Subject + To be + As….as + Noun/ pronoun 

Example ;  

Ani is as smart as her sister 

It means that Ani and her sister have the same intelligence 

2) For the negative form we can put not before as….as or so …..as   

Subject To be + not As/so……as + Noun / pronoun 

Example ;  

Purwokerto is not as / so crowded as Jakarta 

It means that Purwokerto and Jakarta have the same 

characteristic that is crowded 

f. Comparison using the same + N + as is used in the same pattern of S 

+ V/ Be + the same + N + as + noun/ pronoun 

Table 1 

( Adjective and Noun ) 

Adjective Noun 

- Thick , thin  

- Deep , shallow  

- Old , young  

- Light, heavy  

- Slow , fast  

- Red , white, blue, yellow, 

etc 

- High, tall, short, low 

- Hard, soft  

- Expensive, cheep 

- Big, small, large 

- Far, near, close 

- Strong,. Weak 

- Long, short 

- Thickness 

- Depth 

- Age 

- Weight  

- Speed 

- Color 

- Height 

- Hardness 

- Price 

- Size 

- Distance 

- Strength 

- Length 
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Example ;  

Tamara is the same age as my brother 

It means that Tamara and my brother have the same characteristic 

that is their age.  

2. The Comparative Degrees  

The comparative degree is used to compare two equal things or people.  

Murphy ( 1987 ; 94  ) says that the comparative form is –er or more than 

is used in adjective 

a. The suffix – er is used with adjective of one syllable.  

Short                 high 

Shorter              higher 

 

Subject +  To be + Adj + er + than + Noun / ; pronoun 

Example ;  

Semeru mount is higher than Slamet mount 

It means that Semeru and Slamet mount have different characteristic 

1) When a one syllable adjective ends in one vowel + a consonant, 

double the consonant and add –er.  

Big         bigger 

Hot         Hotter 

 

Subject + To be + Adj + than+ Noun / pronoun 

Example ;  

Today is hotter than yesterday 
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It means that today and yesterday have different characteristic 

that is weather 

2) Suffix -er used with adjectives than end in –y (two syllables ), 

the -y is change to –i.  

Lazy             lazier 

Easy             easier 

 

Subject + To  be + Adj + than + Noun / Pronoun 

Example ;  

Fany is lazier than Dini 

It means that Fany have different characteristic 

b. The word more and less are used with most adjective of two 

syllables or more. Less is the opposite of more that is used to 

negative comparison.  

Important       more important  

                    Less important  

Famous           more famous  

                       Less famous  

 

Subject + To  be + more / less + adj + Noun / pronoun  

Example ;  

Studying is more important than chatting  

It means studying is more useful than chatting 
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3. The Superlative Degree 

The superlative compares three or more thing or people.  

The superlative form is –est and most that is used adjective.  

a. The suffix –est is used with adjectives of one syllable 

Tall       tallest 

Fat         fattest 

 

Subject + To be + The + Adj + Est + Noun/ pronoun  

Example;  

Alex is the tallest boy in his family 

It means that Alex have the more good characteristic in his family 

1) When a one syllable adjective ends in one vowel + a consonant, 

double the consonant and add – est.  

Big        bigger 

Tall        tallest 

 

Subject + To be + The + Adj + est + Noun / pronoun  

Example ;  

My ball is the biggest one 

It means that I have the biggest ball 

2) Suffix –est is used with adjective ends in y ( two syllables ), the –

y is changed to – i.  

Happy      happiest 

Funny       funniest 
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Subject + To be + The + Adj + est + Noun / pronoun  

Example ;  

This is The happiest day of my life 

It means this day is the best day 

b.  The word most and least are used with most adjectives of two 

syllables or more. Least is the opposite of most that used to negative 

comparison.  

Beautiful most beautiful  

                   Least beautiful 

Interesting     most interesting  

                   Least interesting  

 

Subject + To be + The Most / least + Adjective + Noun / pronoun  

Example;  

My mother is the most beautiful in my family  

It means that my mother have the best characteristic that is beautiful 

Table 2 

(IRREGULAR COMPARISON OF ADJECTIVES ) 

Positive  Comparative  Superlative 

Good  

Bad  

Many  

Much  

Little  

Far  

 

Far  

Better  

Worse  

More  

More 

Less  

Farther  

( of distance only )  

Further  

Best  

Worst  

Most  

Most  

Least  

Farthest  

( of distance only ) 

Furthest  
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Adjective is a word used to modify noun or pronoun. Degrees 

of comparison of adjective that appears in the degrees of comparison 

as a part of sentence, they are used to say something or someone has 

the same or different quality or quantity with something or someone. 

 

C. Error And Mistake 

Before coming to the discussion of error analysis, it is better to know 

the different meaning between mistakes and error.  

The word error and mistake  refer  to what is not in accordance with 

truth, accurancy right or property.  Many examples error and mistakes may 

used interchangeably. Richard, ( 1974 : 25 ) states “ it will be useful therefore 

here after to errors of performance as mistakes, reserving the term error to 

refer to the systematic errors of the learner from which  are able to reconstruct 

his knowledge of the language to date. He argue that “ mistakes “ refers to the 

error of performance and it is unsystematic, while error “ refer to the error of 

competence and it is systematic.  

Tarigan ( 1995 : 75 ) states that the mistake means kekeliruan and 

error means kesalahan, the explains that the mistake refer to errors of 

performance( e.g wrong pronunciation, word sentence, intonation, etc. ). 

Mistakes usually occurs when the language users are not paying full attention 

because of felling tired, sleepy, etc. In an interaction, but,  forget how to use  

the correct language/ rules, that in fact, it have understood well or even 

known it before. While error refer to errors of competence ( e.g wrong 

application of language grammar, language function, etc ). Error occurs 

because the  language users really haven’t understood or even don’t know at 
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all the language system / rules/ grammar should be apllied in that interaction. 

Subiyakto – Nababan ( 1993 : 131 ), explicity states that mistakes ( 

kekeliruan ) is unsystematic and error ( kesalahan ) is systematic. Subiyakto 

explains that mistake do not occur consistently. In this case, the language 

users are concious or making mistakes, and because it have understood the 

language rules well or at least ever known it before, so  It  is able to 

reconstruct their language.  

There are two types of error, namely interlingual errors and 

intralingual errors.  

1. Interlingual error means error which is caused by the first language ( 

mother tongue ) interference towards the target language being learned. It 

covers phonology, synthesis, vocabulary, and culture.  

2. Intralingual error means error which are caused by learner itself in 

learning language. This error caused by students difficulties in learning 

target itself.  

The table below shows the different meaning between “ mistakes “ 

and “error” 

Table 3 

           categorize 

 

Point of view 

Error Mistake 

Source  Competence Performance 

characteristic Systematic Unsystematic 

Duration  Longer Shorter 

Linguistic system  Haven’t been  

Mastered 

Have been  

Mastered 

Result  Deviation  Deviation  

Reconstruction  Remedial teaching,  

Process, additional 

exercise 

Students should pay more 

attention in 

communication 
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In this case, the word “ error “ is used for this thesis because it deals 

with the students’ competence. Error analysis is used to know the kinds of 

error that perhaps made by the students, and to measure the significant 

number  of students who make error, so that it becomes an important problem 

that should be analyzed. 

 

D. Types of Error  

Discussing about errors, there two types of error, namely interlingual 

error and intralingual errors. Interlingual error means error, which is caused by 

the first language ( mother tongue ) interference toward the target language 

being learned. Intralingual error means error which is caused by the students’ 

difficulties in learning target itself. ( Richards in Subyakto- Nababan, 1993 : 

135 ).  

Talking about types of error, Kusfiati in her thesis ( 2007 : 27 ) 

explained that the bases commonly used for descriptive classification for error 

are: linguistic category, surface category, comparative analysis, and 

communicative effect. According to Dullay and Crashen cited by Kusfiati 

(2007 : 27 ) a surface strategy highlights the ways surface structures are 

altered, students may omit necessary items or add unnecessary ones, and they 

may misform items or misorder them.  

The kinds of error then categorized based on strategy of omission, 

addition, substitution, misformation, and misordering. ( Tarigan, 1995 : 149, 
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a. Omission  

This error occurs when the students omit one of element which 

can be a morpheme or word. 

E.g. - we ought help each other. ( wrong ) 

  - we ought to help each other. (right)  

b. Addition  

This error occurs when the students add one or more elements 

which should not exist in the sentence.  

E.g.  - Joni can sings Arabian songs. (wrong ) 

 - Joni can sing Arabian songs. ( right ) 

c. Substitution  

This error occurs when a word or construction in sentence of 

another word, phrase or clause of incorrectly.  

E.g. - I can go to Singapore next week with my family. ( wrong)  

 - I will go to Singapore next week with my family. ( right) 

d. Misformation 

This error occurs when the students use morpheme or structure 

grammar rules incorrectly. The students don’t know the correct form in 

making sentences.  

E./g. - I will watching a movie be on television after my homework 

finishing. ( wrong ) 

 - I will be watching a movie on television after finishing my 

homework. ( right ) 
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e.  Misordering 

This error is characterized by the incorrect placement of a 

morpheme or group of morphemes in an utterance.  

E.g.  -  The students should on time in joining their examination. 

(wrong) 

 -  The students should be on time in joining their examination. 

(right ) 

 

E. Error Analysis   

Students, in learning second language especially English, will make 

errors and mistakes about language rules. Most of them are afraid of making 

errors or mistakes in the language learning process. It is natural because 

actually English rules are different with the mother tongue, Indonesian. The 

difficulties in language system such as in vocabulary, pronunciation, 

grammar, and spelling are common problems that faced by the students in 

learning English. It is necessary for teacher to analyze students’ errors or 

mistakes in the process of  construction a new system of language carefully, 

so that the problem solving of study error analysis can be gotten.  

Error analysis is the fact that the learners do make errors and that 

these errors can be observed, analyzed, and classified to reveal something of 

the system operating within the learner, led to a surge of the study of learners’ 

errors, Brown ( 1980 : 166 ). From this statement, it is useful to reconstruct 
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the students knowledge of language that being learned of the language 

acquisition, so that the students knowledge of language will be better. 

Tarigan ( 1995 : 71 ) argue that the steps of error analysis are :  

1. Collecting Data 

An activity to collect the data of the language errors that made by students, 

for example : test, story, narrative, and conservation.  

2. Identifying and classifying the error 

Identify and classify the errors based on the language categories, namely 

pronunciation, words combination, and sentences arrangement. 

3. Make the error in sequence 

Put the errors in the right order based on the error frequency.  

4. Explaining the errors 

Describe the error position, the cause of error, and give the correct  

example.  

5. Predicting difficult items 

Predict the language level which is learnt that potentially wreak the errors. 

6. Correcting the errors 

Correct and omit the errors through the appropriate arrangement of 

materials, good hand book, and the appropriate teaching technique. 
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