
CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of the Study 

English the International language that is demanded to be used in 

communication by people through out the world. Without grammar, it is 

impossible to communicate well, so it should be studied systematically and 

integrate.  

Grammar is one of the language components that has an important role 

in language. Learning grammar is of course not easy for Indonesian learner 

who study English, especially for junior high school students who have the 

first experience in learning grammar. The fact is that  they seem to understand 

when the teacher explains about grammar in class room, but when they have 

to apply both in written or spoken English, they are not able to use it properly. 

This is because there are many aspects of grammar such as simple word, tense, 

and meaning which are totalities different from their mother tongue.  

One of parts of English grammar is degrees of comparison  of 

adjectives. Degrees of comparison of adjective is a part of grammar which is 

used in written and spoken language. Many students have problem with 

degrees of comparison of adjective. This is because English comparison is 

comparing someone or something not only for higher degree but many 

students  have to learn how to use degrees of comparison of adjective because 

students feel confused which distinguish each type whether it is used in 
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written or spoken. If the students master degrees of comparison of adjectives 

well, the students will understand and can identify sentences using degrees of 

comparison of adjectives correctly as well as producing good sentences.  

In this material students concern  the adjectives and compare them in 

degrees of comparison sentences. There are lot of students who are not able to 

use degrees of comparison of adjective. In this case students only study all 

about adjectives and then use the word in making the sentence. The  degrees 

of comparison of adjectives consists of  three forms are; the positive degrees, 

the comparative degrees, and the superlative degrees. Eckersley, et al ( 1960 

:26 ) also declares that in grammar there are three types of  degrees of 

comparison  of adjectives. These three forms : positive  degree , comparative 

and superlative degree. The positive degree of comparison is used when there 

is no comparison. E.g That is a beautiful rose. Comparative degree of the 

adjective is used when a comparison is made between two person or things. 

E.g  Peter is stronger than  Mike. The superlative degree of adjective is used 

when more than two person or things are compared. E.g Jimmy is the smallest 

boy in this class. Finally; having good in grammar mastery, especially degrees 

of comparison of adjective will make students easy to compare and construct 

the sentences between two things or two place.  

Based on the explanation above, this research will  discuss about the 

degrees of comparison of adjectives. There are lot of students who are not able 

to use degrees of comparison of adjectives. Mean while degrees of comparison 

of adjectives is very important for learning English. Material about degrees of 
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comparison of adjective it is very difficult material. Considering how 

important the uses of degrees of comparison of adjectives for students in 

learning English.    

 

B. Reason of Choosing Topic 

Degrees of comparison of adjective  is one aspect of English grammar. 

Grammar is very important in learning language and degrees of comparison 

usually use in English language or communication language, students needs to 

understand about the degrees of comparison and the function the degrees of 

comparison in sentences. These materials seem very simple , but actually they 

need serious attention since the students often makes the same mistakes and 

get difficulties from time to time in using them and the students are able and 

to apply it well and easily.  

  

C. Problem of The Research 

The problems of this research can be stated by the questions:   

1. How good is students competence on using Degrees of comparison 

of Adjectives ? 

2. What kinds of errors are commonly made by the students in using 

Degrees of comparison of adjective? 

 

D. Aim of The Research  

The aim of the research are to find out :  

1. To know students competence in using Degrees of Comparison Of 

adjective.  
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2. To find out kinds of errors made by students in using Degrees of 

Comparison of Adjectives 

 

E. Clarification of Terms  

To understand the problem easily, the clarification of terms are given 

as follows : 

1. Students Ability  

Students are person over the age the 16 who are studying at 

university of college or some other places of higher education. Whereas, 

the word “ability” its means a capacity or power to do something mentality 

or physically. In other word, students ability is students power to do 

something related to study. 

According to Pei (1972: 2) “ ability is the state or condition of 

being able, attitude competence, capability, power to do something , 

whether physical, mental and legal, talent or acquired proficiency, power 

of the mind, mental gift to endowments”. 

2. Degrees of Comparison of Adjective  

Degrees used in the comparison is the modification an adjective to 

express degrees of quantity, quality, or intensity in the form of positive, 

comparative, superlative. Adjective is a word used with a noun to express 

a quality of he thing named, or something to attributed to it, or to specify 

or describe a thing as distinct from something else and so to limit and 

define it. ( Glorier : 1996 : 14) 
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F. Contribution of the Research  

This research will help students to be aware about their ability in using 

degrees of comparison of adjectives, and gives a valuable contribution to the 

development of teaching English in general especially  degree of comparison 

of adjective. After knowing result of this research, both students  and teacher 

are motivated to keep awareness that degrees of comparison of adjective 

mastery is crucial for  the students learning progress.  
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