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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of the Study 

Speaking is one of the most important skills to be mastered. By 

speaking, someone can deliver ideas or express the feeling directly and 

effectively. According to Nunan (1991: 40) speaking is interaction which 

is conventional ways of presenting information, expressing our idea, and 

thought in our mind. In real communication, the purpose of speaking is to 

accomplish a task, such as conveying a telephone message, obtaining 

information, expressing an opinion.In short, the purpose of speaking is to 

gain as much as information, especially in term of the ability to carry out 

conversation in interactive process of constructing meaning that involves 

producing, receiving, and processing information. In addition, they must 

manage uncertainty to what the other person will say and they have to 

clarify their meaning or ask for confirmation of their understanding. In 

conclusion, the students should be able to speak well. 

There are some criteria for the students in order to achieving good 

scale criteria of speaking. The good scale criteria for having good speaking 

ability are 75%. The first criteria’s the students make no errors/minor 

errors in their pronunciation. Second, they demonstrate mastery of 

structure (make few errors in grammar). Third, the students use 

effective/appropriate word choice in using the vocabulary. Fourth, they 
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have good fluency (no hesitation in fluency). Lastly, the students should 

have clear ideas and well organized in the content (Pandiya, 2013). 

The ideal English classroom should be enjoyable and learning 

technique should be fun. It will make students fell enjoy during teaching 

learning process. In contrary, most of students still consider that English is 

difficult lesson. The difficulty relates to the condition of the students who 

are lack of vocabulary. Next, the students more regular speak in Javanese 

language. Furthermore, they are rarely practice to use English to 

communicate. The last problem is that they are not interested in the 

material given to them. 

The fact happens in SMAN 4 Purwokerto shows the same 

condition that there are problems of teacher and students. The teacher’s 

problems are still low in teaching and learning process that does not use 

any technique to teach speaking in class. The teacher only explains the 

material without any medium which facilitates the process of teaching and 

learning. In the other hand, the students’ have problems such as: still feel 

shy in expressing and delivering their idea, afraid of making mistakes and 

lack of vocabulary. It can be seen from pre observation, that only a few 

students or about 37, 5% of students who want to speak up and deliver 

their ideas while the other too shy and afraid of making mistakes.   

Considering those problems above and make the teaching learning 

process more interesting, the teacher should use an interesting technique 

that makes the students enjoy and not afraid of making mistakes. One of 
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the interesting techniques is Bamboo Dance. It is one of the cooperative 

learning techniques which are modified from Inside Outside Circle 

technique. In this Bamboo Dance, the students will do an interesting 

activity. The students will form a formation that use in Bamboo Dance in 

scout. Bamboo dance technique doesn’t use bamboo as the media in 

teaching speaking. The sitting position of students is described as bamboo. 

The movements of students describe as the dancing. Here, teacher divides 

students into small groups and each group consists of four students. After 

that, students need to find the information related to the topic. Next, they 

need to share information at the same time with different partners in a 

short time on a regular basis. Every student will get a turn with their 

partner so they will be motivated to be brave in giving opinion or say 

something (Suprijono, 2009:109). 

Based on the explanation above, the writer is interested in 

conducting a Classroom Action Research entitled” Improving Student’s 

Speaking Ability through Bamboo Dance technique in the X grade of 

SMA N 4 Purwokerto”.  

 

B. Reason for Choosing the Topic 

Here are several reasons why the writer chooses Bamboo Dance 

Technique as a way to improve student’s speaking ability in speaking 

English. 
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1. Because speaking is one of the important skills in English and many 

students think that speaking is a difficult skill to be learned. 

2. Bamboo Dance technique will increase student’s interest in improving 

their speaking in learning English especially in Descriptive text. 

3. It can create fun and enjoyable situation in teaching learning process. 

 

C. Problem of Study 

Based on the background of the study, the problem of this research 

is stated by a question: “Can Bamboo Dance Technique improve student’s 

speaking ability in the tenth grade students of SMA Negeri 4 Purwokerto 

regency?” 

 

D. Aim of Study  

The aim of this research is to find out whether the implementation 

of Bamboo Dance Technique can improve students’ speaking ability in the 

tenth grade of SMA Negeri 4 Purwokerto regency or not. 

 

E.  Contribution of Study 

The writer expects that the result of this research can give 

information and the writer hope by using Bamboo Dance Technique in 

speaking class will be useful for the following parties: 

1. For the Teacher 
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The result of this research can give additional contribution for the 

English teachers to develop language teaching methods theoretically 

and practically in order to improve the quality of teaching and learning 

speaking.  

2. For the Writer 

The research can give many opportunities for the writer to help to 

find out the best method for teaching speaking, to give experience in 

working collaboratively in classroom action research, to manage the 

learning process in the real classroom situation directly, and the result 

of this research can contribute the institution to fulfill the demand of 

English curriculum. Thus, students are able to get satisfactory 

achievement. 

 

F.  Clarification of Key Term 

To understand the title, the writer states the clarification of terms 

used in this research as follows: 

1. Speaking ability 

 Speaking is an ability to express articulation sounds or 

words to express state or deliver thoughts, ideas and feeling 

(Tarigan, 2008:16). 

2. Bamboo Dance Technique 

Bamboo Dance Technique is one type of the cooperative 

learning method (Suprijono, 2009:54). Bamboo Dance technique is 
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actually a development of teaching techniques of teaching 

techniques inside-outside circle. Teaching system of Bamboo 

dance technique is almost like inside-outside circle technique. 

However, there is a little difference in terms of group formation. 

In this technique, the writer modified the implementation of 

Bamboo Dance Technique in the class. The writer divides the 

students into small groups. Each group consists of four students 

who sit facing each other. Then, the writer gives instructions to the 

students to find needed information to a friend group command 

from the writer’s instructions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Improving Students’ Speaking..., Listiyorini, FKIP UMP, 2015




