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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of the Research 

English is considered as an international language that is used to 

communicate among people around the world. English is also used in 

various aspects of life such as education, technology, science, etc. Seeing 

the importance of English, Indonesian education put it as one of the 

important subject in every level of education in Indonesia. It is learned 

from junior high school up to university level. 

Learning English covers four skills that must be mastered by the 

students. These skills are listening, speaking, reading, and writing. When 

students want to master all those skill, they should learn grammar. 

According to Swan (1983) grammar is the rules that say how words 

change to show different meanings, and how they are combined into 

sentences. This statement indicates that to understand a language it is 

necessary to know the basic of the structure first, so students can speak 

and write the sentences correctly. Incorrect grammatical pattern make the 

sentences be sound strange; moreover it should be misunderstanding 

sentence and the message cannot be delivered well.  

There are many forms of grammar; one of them is passive form. 

Passive form is the verb form, where the subject receives the action. 

Thomson and Martinet (1986) stated that the passive of an active tense is 

An Analysis Of Students'... Evi Rahmawati, FKIP UMP, 2016



 

 
 

2 

formed by putting the verb to be into the same tense as the active verb and 

adding the past participle of the active verb. Passive form is used when it 

is known or not important to know exactly who perform an action (Azar: 

1989). 

For example: Martha bought soap in the market (Active)  

Soap was bought (by) Martha in the market (Passive) 

From the example above, sentence in active form can be transformed into 

passive by putting subject becomes object and adding agent (by). 

 Grammatically the structure of English passive sentence is 

different from Indonesian language. For example, there is a sentence in 

Bahasa Indonesia Seorang pencuri ditangkap polisi minggu lalu. If it 

should be changed into English, so the sentence be A thief was arrested by 

the police last week. But sometimes students are difficult and feel 

confused when they have to translate or construct passive sentence. For 

instance students may write A thief arrested the police last week. Based on 

grammatical rules, those two sentences are correct but they have different 

meaning. First sentence shows passive form, whereas second sentence 

shows active sentence. 

 By finding this case, it can be stated that students may make errors 

in using passive form. Based on the explanation above, this research try to 

describe and analyze to what extend the second semester students of 

English Education Department make errors in using passive form. The 

focus of this research is on three tenses; they are simple present tenses, 
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simple past tense, and present perfect tenses. As a result, this research is 

given a title “An Analysis of Students’ Errors in Using Passive Form of 

Three Tenses (Simple Present Tenses, Simple Past Tenses, and Present 

Perfect Tenses)”. This study not only expects to improve in knowing 

typical errors of passive sentence construction but also contributes to the 

preparation of teaching materials and methodology appropriate to the 

students, which will ultimately enhance the students‟ ability in using 

English passive sentences. 

 

B. Reason for Choosing the Topic 

The topic of this research is based on the important of learning 

English grammar. By having knowledge of grammar so it is possible to 

support all English skills. One element of grammar is passive form that is 

generally used and important to be mastered by students. In mastering 

passive form, it is needed to transform active sentences to be passive or 

make passive sentences itself. 

According to Rogers (2014: 31) simple present, simple past and 

present perfect tense are generally used by the students in conducting 

scientific writing, while scientific writing is an important assignment to 

gain degree. By analyzing students‟ errors in using passive form of three 

tenses the typical error can be found and it will be beneficial for teaching 

and learning English. 
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C. Problem of the Research 

Based on the explanation on the background of the research, the 

formulations of problem to be discussed are: 

1. How good are the second semester students of English Education 

Department mastery passive form? 

2. What are the typical errors which are made by students in using 

passive form of three tenses (simple present tenses, simple past tenses, 

and present perfect tenses)? 

 

D. Aim of the Research 

In relation to problem that already stated earlier, the objectives of 

the research are: 

1. to find out the category of second semester students of English 

Education Department in mastering passive form. 

2. to find out the typical errors, which are made by students in using 

passive form. 

 

E. The Scope of the Research 

The research focuses on students‟ errors in using passive form of 

three tenses that are simple present tenses, simple past tenses and present 

perfect tenses). The scope of the research will be limited in learning 

passive form on second semester students of English Department at 

Muhammadiyah University of Purwokerto. 

An Analysis Of Students'... Evi Rahmawati, FKIP UMP, 2016



 

 
 

5 

F. Contribution of the Research 

The finding results of this research are expected to be useful for the 

reader of this thesis, and it can give benefit information for everybody 

about types of error tendency in using passive form of those three tenses as 

one of the contents of grammatical mastery at English Department of 

Muhhamadiyah University of Purwokerto. Hopefully this research will be 

valuable contribution to evaluate students‟ error in using passive form and 

give motivation to the teachers and next researchers to find out the better 

solution in minimizing students‟ error in applying this topic. 

 

G. Clarification of the Terms 

Before going to the next chapter, the research tried to clarify some 

terms and make the reader easier in understanding the topic. The key terms 

which are clarified are proposed in title “An Analysis of Students‟ Errors 

in Using Passive Form of Three Tenses (Simple Present Tense, Simple 

Past Tense, and Present Perfect Tense). 

1. Analysis 

According to Hornby (2006:41) “Analysis is a detail 

study or examination of something in order to understand more 

about it”. It can be said that analysis is an effort to understand 

something through steps of research or examination, so that 

people can understand it deeply.  
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2. Error  

The condition of having incorrect or false of knowledge 

(Morries: 1981).  

3. Passive Form 

Passive form according to Murphy (1985) is a sentence 

when you want to say what happen to the subject, who did or 

what caused the action. 

4. Simple Present Tense 

According to Betty Azar (1989) simple present is the 

events or situations that exist always, usually, habitually:  they 

exist now, they existed in the past and probably exist in the 

future. 

5. Simple Past Tense 

Simple past tense is a tense concerned with specific 

events which happened at a certain time in the past. It began 

and ended in the past. 

6. Present Perfect Tense 

Present perfect tense is a tense express an action that 

happened (or never happened) before now, at an unspecific 

time in the past. 
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