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CHAPTER II 

THEORETICAL REVIEW 

 

A. Writing 

1. The Nature of Writing 

Writing isone of English skill that should be mastered by students. It 

is a skill that can not be mastered instantly. It means that to master writing, 

students need to have ability of arranging ideas in written form as the 

expression of what they think about. Moreover, Brown (2001: 335) states 

that writing is the written products of thinking, drafting, and revising that 

require, specialized skills on how generate ideas, how to organize them 

coherently, how to use discourse markers and rhetorical conventions 

coherently into a written text, how to revise text for clearer meaning and 

how to edit text for appropriate grammar and how to produce a final 

products.  

When the students want to get a good writing, they have to fulfill 

some processes on it. The students have to put their ideas related to the 

theme that will be discussed. Besides that, the students should write their 

ideas in a good sentences and correct form so the reader can understand 

what the writer want to share.  
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2. The Purposes of Writing 

There are some arguments about the purposes of writing. Harmer 

(2004: 39) states that there are two purposes of writing that are generally 

taken to apply to students who are studying general English at schools and 

institutes in their own country or as transitory visitors in a target language 

country or English as a Foreign Language. 

a. Real Purposes 

Real purposes of writing tasks are precisely the one that the 

teacher can pradict the students will probably need to perform at some 

stages. This means that in the real purpose of writing, students are 

taught to apply the practical English, for example, writing for such 

application letter that might be useful for the students‟ needs in the 

future. 

b. Invented Purposes 

There are several popular writing activities in classrooms that can 

be done by students, they are: write letters or passages, write text or 

paragraph (descriptive, narrative, procedure, etc). It means that every 

kind of writing activity seems not really directly useful for their real 

lives, but these activities can be used as the development of genre that 

they have learned at school. For example, when the students learn about 

descriptive text, it is hoped that students can describe something 

surround them like thing, person, place and for the next the students can 
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develop their writing into good article so the students send their writing 

to mass media such as magazines, newspaper, and other mass-media. 

 

3. Teaching Writing 

Before the teacher teaches writing to students, she or he has to know 

the process of writing itself. Adapted from Harmer (2004: 4), there are 

four mains elements for teaching writing. Those are planning, drafting, 

editing, and final revision. 

a. Planning 

Before students starting to write, the teacher encourage them to think 

about what they are going to write, by planning the content and the 

sequence of what they will put down on paper. It means that the 

students should know the purposes of  their writing, for examples: the 

language that they use and the information that they choose to include. 

The students should also know the content structure of  the writing. 

Therefore, the students should involve several aspects of sequences in 

the planning of their writing such as the facts, ideas, or arguments. 

b. Drafting 

The students write on a piece of paper as a draft. In the writing process, 

drafting is necessary for helping the students to write ideas and decide 

what should come first, second, third and so on until the last. 
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c. Editing  

In this process, the students proofread their own or their classmates 

writings. They incresingly identify and correct their own or their 

classmates mechanical errors. The students can change their work with 

other students. The other students or corrector can make suggestion for 

the writer so it will help the writer to make appropriate revision. 

d. Final Revision 

In this process, the students give their writing revision to their teacher 

to proofread their writing. After the students know the correct one, the 

students produce their final version. This may look considerably 

different from both the original plan and the first draft, because things 

have changed in the editing processes. The last, students can share their 

writing in front of the class. 

 

4. Problems of Writing 

Writing is one of four basic skills that should be mastered by the 

students. Writing becomes very complex process since it is a productive 

skill. There are many students in Junior High School faced some problems 

in writing especially to express their ideas, feelings, and thought. As the 

beginner, it is very hard for them to start and write something. Moreover, 

they need something can fish out their ideas. 

According to Nurgiantoro (2001: 296-297), there are some problems 

faced by students in learning writing. Those are: 
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a. Organizing Idea 

The first problem that usually faced by students in writing text is 

about how to organize their ideas into sentences. Students usually get 

difficulties how to organize and develop their ideas into good sentences 

in writing text, so students write the content which is not suitable with 

the theme.  

Students can write text well if students know the rule in writing 

paragraphs. Before the students write the text, students should start by 

choosing the theme, then, make an outline which can help students in 

arranging the sentences or paragraph. By those ways, the students can 

avoid some mistakes in writing text and of course the content of the text 

will suitable with the theme. 

b. Lack of  Vocabulary 

Vocabulary also becomes an important part in writing text. If the 

students are not mastering the vocabularies well, of course the students 

will get difficulty in writing text.  

Most of students face this problem because they are not mastering 

the vocabularies so the students often write sentences which is not 

communicative. The students choose the incorrect words to make 

sentences in writing text. As the result, the teachers are confused when 

they read their students‟ writing text. 
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c. Grammar Accuracy 

Most of  beginner students do not master English grammar well. It 

is happened because they just learn English in general not too spesific 

in grammar. It becomes a problem because the students are often 

confused when they try to make sentences in writing. They are not sure 

whether their sentences are grammatically correct or not.  

As the result, the beginner students get diffulties when they make 

sentences in writing texts. One of the texts is a descriptive text of 

paragraph. 

 

B. Descriptive Text 

1. The Nature of Descriptive Text 

Based on the syllabus and the semester program on junior high 

school at the seventh grade, descriptive text is one of the text types which 

is taught in the second semester. Descriptive text is one of the easier text 

types since it is usually used in daily activities.  

The social function of this text is to describe a particular person, 

thing, or place. The generic structures of descriptive text are identification 

and description. The identification of descriptive text defines the 

phenomenon of particular person, thing, or place that will be descibed, 

while, the description describes parts, qualities and special characteristic of 

the particular participant. 
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2. The Language Features of Descriptive Text 

There are main language features of descriptive text, as follows: 

a. Specific Participant 

Descriptive text describe about specific object, not in general, and 

unique. 

b. The Use of Adjectives to Clarify Noun 

When people want to describe a thing, they may use certain adjectives 

to clarify the appearance of the thing. They may add the look, 

perceptions, smell, colours to make the things described clearer. 

For instance : beautiful girl, handsome boy, cute cat, nice place, etc.  

c. The Use of Simple Present Tense 

Pattern:  

For Subject Pattern Example 

 I / You / 

We/ They 

 She / He / It 

Subject + Verb 1 + 

.......... 

Subject + Verb s/es + 

........ 

I like mango very much. 

 

She studies every day.    

 

 

d. The Possession of Certain Functions 

1) To talk about things in general. 

Examples : 

Students bring books to study at school. 

People take a bath twice a day. 

2) To say something happens all the time or repeatedly. 

Examples: 
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They usually go to campus by motorcycle. 

My mother goes to market every morning. 

He always brings her coat to her office. 

3) To explain general truth. 

Examples: 

Sun rises in the east and sets in the west. 

e. The Use of Common Adverbs 

1) Every morning/day/week/month/year 

2) Once, twice, three times, four times, etc. 

3) Always, usually, sometimes, often, never, seldom. 

f. The Use of Action Verbs 

Action verbs are verbs which show the perfomance of an action, the 

activity can be seen. 

Examples : eat, sleep, walk, jump, etc. 

g. The Use of Determiners 

There are determiners which are usually used, as follows:  

1) Articles ( the, a, an) 

2) Demonstratives (this, that) 

3) Numerals (two, three, four, etc.) 

4) Possessives (my, your, her, his, our, their) 

5) Quantifiers (some, many, etc.) 
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3. Evaluating Descriptive Text 

The type of test to evaluate writing descriptive text is subjective test. 

The subjective test that will be used is essay question. From the question 

given, students make descriptive text by using its generic structures, those 

are identification and description. The students also use the language 

features of descriptive text such as simple present tense, action verbs, noun 

phrase, and adverbial phrase. 

There are some aspects of writing that can be evaluated. Adapted 

from Nurgiyantoro (2010: 441), there are aspects that can be evaluated in 

writing. Those are: 

a. Content  

Content refers to the topic and its explanation, discussion, evaluation, 

and conclusion. It should be clear, specific, and relevant. 

b. Organization  

Organization means how the students organize their writing. The 

students should make a good writing from beginning till the end. 

c. Vocabulary  

Vocabulary is the most important element in writing. Choosing correct 

words and arranging the words into a good sentence will be the final 

destination of writing process. 

d. Grammar  

Grammar is the backbone of English especially in writing skill. It 

means that a good writing is a group of sentences with a correct 
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grammar in every sentence. It does not need a long sentence in 

writing, but what we need is an effective sentence with correct 

grammar. 

e. Mechanics  

Mechanic refers to the role how the students write. We have to make 

sure that all paragraphs are well developed. All the words are spelled 

correctly. They also use the correct punctuations in their writing.  

In this research, those elements will be used to evaluate students‟ writing 

on descriptive text.  

 

C. Games 

1. The Nature of Games 

Khan (in Suyanto, 2007: 117) states that a game is an activity which 

is practiced with some roles. It emphasizes on successful communication 

rather than on correctness of language. Games are considered as an 

interesting activity in teaching learning process, but not all kinds of games 

can be played in learning language. The teacher should know the 

appropriate games that can be used in learning language. In this research, 

the writer focuses on the use of language especially in teaching writing. 

Hopefully, this game can bring fun situation and interact students‟ 

participation in teaching learning process. 
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2. The Advantages of Games 

Games are useful in many ways. Games can help students practice 

on pronunciation, develop vocabulary, and try to produce humor in the 

target language. There are some advantages of using games, such as: 

a. Games add variety to the range of learning situation. 

b. Games can be used to punctuate long formal teaching units and renew 

student energy before returning to more formal learning. 

c. Games can give „hidden‟ practice of specific language points without 

students being aware of this. 

d. Games can increase student‟s communication, and improve student‟s 

participation in the class. 

Based on the explanation above the writer concludes that if the 

teacher uses games in teaching, the class will be more life. It means that 

games are immensely enjoyable activity both the teacher and the students.  

 

D. Chain Story Game 

1. Definition 

Friederike Klippel (367) states thatChain games have been popular 

in foreign language classes. The basic rule for chain games is very simple: 

every player adds another link of the "chain" in his turn. These links may 

consist of letters, words, or sentences and the result can be extremely long-

winded - mostly in the case of chain stories or quite funny.  

The Effectiveness Of Chain…, Yeni Rachmawati, FKIP UMP, 2014



18 

 

Chain-story is a story that is collectively written by a group of 

authors. The story is passed along from student to student, each adding a 

paragraph or sentences with the rule that each part should be coherent and 

follow the plot of preceding sections. It is hoped that by using Chain Story 

Game, students can share their idea. After the ideas are collected, they try 

to organize them into a good paragraph. 

2. Advantages of Chain Story Game 

According to Klippel (367), there are several advantages of Chain 

Story Game, as follows: 

a. It is easy to play because the simple rules do not need much explanation 

to start the game. 

b. It is suitable for beginner learners with a limited command of the 

foreign language.  

c. It can help students in developing their ideas in writing.  

3. Disadvantages of Chain Story Game 

Beside the advantages, there is also a disadvantages of Chain Story 

Game according to Klippel (367), as follow: 

a. It can not be applied in a large class so the teacher have to make 

students into some groups. 

4. Teaching Writing Using Chain Story Game 

There are steps in teaching writing using Chain Story Game, as 

follows: 
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a. The teacher tells to the students that they are going to write a story 

together. 

b. The teacher devides students into some groups. One group consist of 4 

or 5 students. 

c. The teacher asks the students to sit in circles with their group. 

d. The teacher gives a piece of blank paper for each students and asks the 

students to write their names on the right side of the blank paper. 

e. The teacher mentions about the topic that is going to be discussed and 

then ask them some WH question (what, why, when, where, who, how). 

For example, the teacher asks the first question that must be answered 

by each students “What is the pet that you have?”. 

f. The teacher asks the students to answer the question on the blank paper. 

g. After the students already answered the first question, the teacher asks 

the students to fold their papers. This step is to avoid cheating. 

h. The teacher asks the students to pass their paper to the student on their 

right side. 

i. Then the teacher gives the second question, for instance “What is the 

name of your pet?”. 

j. The teacher asks the students to answer the question in their friend‟s 

paper. 

k. After that, the teacher asks the students to fold the papers again so their 

answer can not be seen. The teacher practices the similar steps until all 
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of the questions are given. The next question such as “ Why do you like 

it?” and “What is the food that your pet usually eat?”. 

l. The teacher asks the students that they should not read about their 

friends answer. 

m. After all of the questions are given and already answered by students, 

the teacher asks the students to open out the worksheet and give it back 

to the person whose name is written on the top of paper. 

n. The teacher asks the students to make a good descriptive text based on 

their friends‟ answer coherently, after that they read their stories in front 

of the class. There will be curiosity in the student‟s mind how the story 

will end. The students will develop their ideas in making a good story. 

 

E. Basic Assumption 

Learning writing becomes a difficult process for students. The classical 

problem is about the lack of students‟ attraction in joining the learning 

process. The students bored and not active in their learning process. 

Therefore, the teacher should make an innovation that can be applied in a 

variety learning situation. Besides that, the teacher should also be able to 

provide media or technique of teaching that can attract students in their 

learning. 

One of the technique that can be used to attract students‟ attention is a 

game. Actually, there are many games that can be used by teacher in teaching  

process but the teacher have to choose an appropriate game that will be used 
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for learning process. The teacher should also consider a good game that can 

make all of the students active in their activity. In this research, the writer 

used Chain Story Game as one of games that will be very interesting for 

students. This is an easy and attractive game in which students can play in the 

classroom.  

By using Chain Story Game, the teachers can guide their students to 

make sentences in writing descriptive text of paragraph. All students become 

active participants in learning process because all of students do the game in 

all steps. For example, step one the teacher asks the students to make 

sentences by answering the questions about fact. This question has purpose to 

make students share their idea in making first sentence in descriptive text 

because the first paragraph in descriptive text is about identification of thing, 

person or place so the students are able to make sentences of fact to identify 

thing, person or place.  

After that, the teacher asks the students to fold the paper and give it to 

their friends on the right side. After all students get the paper from their 

friends, the teacher continue the game by giving second question for all 

students, then, all students anwer the question into good sentences in paper 

that they get. It is done until all questions given. After the students answered 

the question, the paper are given to the students who has the paper. Now, all 

students get their paper, next the students open the paper and read their friend 

answers. After the students read their friends‟ answer, the students should 

organize it into good sentences to make good paragraph of descriptive text. 
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The last, the students can share their paragraph by reading it in front of 

the class or write it again in the whiteboard. 

F. Hypothesis  

Based on the basic assumption, the writer has hypothesis that Chain 

Story Game is effective in teaching writing.   
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