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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of Research 

Writing is one of the productive skills which should be mastered by 

the students as a proof that they have mastered all the English basic skills. 

Through writing, the writer may intend to let the readers know what idea, 

message, or information that wants to share by use of graphic symbols 

(Tarigan, 1994: 21). It means that by writing, the writer is able to express 

their ideas in written English and to save those ideas for a long time later. 

Based on the Junior High level syllabus, there are some types of texts 

that should be learned by the students. Those are descriptive, recount, and 

narrative text. The purposes of learning those textsare the students can 

express their ideas in a simple written form such as functional text and essay, 

and can use this text in their daily life. There is a text that should be learned 

by seventh graders. It is a descriptive text.  

Descriptive text is a text which describes particular thing, person, or 

place. Descriptive text becomes the first text which is learned by the students. 

It is because this text has the closest relation with the students‟ life. When the 

students want to describe something in a written form, they have to write it in 

a descriptive text, even in the simplest form but most of the students in Junior 

High School have some problems in writing descriptive text especially in 

seventh graders. Those problems are as follows : Students do not know how 
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to start writing, how to generate ideas, how to unify paragraph, how to 

organize idea logically, how to make grammatical sentences, how to stimulate 

students‟ motivation in learning English. 

Those problems can happen because when the teacher gives the 

material especially in writing, the teacher  does not use the suitable technique 

for teaching so that the students have difficulty to share ideas and to make 

sentences into a good paragraph. In learning activity especially in writing 

descriptive text, the teacher only gives the material about the descriptive text 

and then ask the students to write a descriptive text based on the theme that 

the teacher gives for the students. To evaluate the students‟ writing result, the 

teachers ask some of students to write their writing result in the white board, 

then the teacher and the other students evaluate it together. Sometimes the 

teacher also ask the students to collect their writing result and the teacher 

gives the score for the students‟ writing. It meant that the teacher sometimes 

used the conventional way in teaching writing because of the teacher is still as 

the center of the learning activities.  

Based on the description before, it is better for the teacher to modify 

the teaching writing in the classroom so the ability of the students in writing 

will get achievement. There are some ways to help the teacher modify the 

teaching writing for the students , and one of the way is by implementing 

Chain Story Game. The writer believes that Chain Story Game can be 

advantageous to teach descriptive text, especially in organizing ideas.  
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Klippel (367) states thatChain games have been popular in foreign 

language classes. The basic rule for chain games is very simple: every player 

adds another link of the "chain" in his turn. These links may consist of letters, 

words, or sentences and the result can be extremely long-winded -mostly in 

the case of chain stories or quite funny.  

Chain-story is a story that is collectively written by a group of authors. 

The story is passed along from student to student, each adding a paragraph or 

sentences with the rule that each part should be coherent and follow the plot 

of preceding sections. It is hoped that by using Chain Story Game, students 

can share their idea. After the ideas are collected, they try to organize them 

into a good paragraph. 

In short, Chain Story Game will be effective for teaching descriptive 

text in writing because this game can help the students to share their ideas. 

After the ideas are collected, they are then organized it into a good paragraph. 

As a result, students will be able to write a descriptive text in a clear, detail, 

and fluent organization. 

Based on the description above, Chain Story Game is one of good 

ways to teach writing for the students. There are some contributions for 

curriculum and pedagogy aspects. For the curriculum aspect, Chain Story 

Game can be used as a technique for teaching writing. For the pedagogy 

aspect, teachers can learn and develop the technique for teaching English and 

they are able to implement it in the teaching learning process. 

 

The Effectiveness Of Chain…, Yeni Rachmawati, FKIP UMP, 2014



4 

 

B. Reason for Choosing the Topic 

From the background above, the writer concludes that the students 

have difficulties in organizing ideas into a descriptive text. The students are 

still confused on what they should write first, next, and later. These make the 

students spend much time writing any kinds of writing especially descriptive 

text. 

 

C. The Problem of Research 

Based on the background of the research, the problem of the research 

is stated by the following question: 

“Is Chain Story Game effective to teach writing of descriptive text at the 

seventh graders of State Junior High School 8 Purwokerto in the academic 

year 2013/2014?” 

 

D. The Aim of Research 

The aim of the research is to know whetherChain Story Game is 

effective to teach writing descriptive text at the seventh graders of state junior 

high school 8 Purwokerto in the academic year 2013/2014. 

 

E. Clarification of Terms 

To understand the topic more easily, essential terms of this research 

classified as follows: 

1. Writing 
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Bell and Burnaby in Nunan (1991: 87) define that writing is an 

extremely complex activity, which requires the writer to demonstrate 

control or several variables at once. Writing is not the only activity of 

combining words. Writing is a repeated process, namely process of 

revising and rewriting. Teaching writing means that we create science of  

education that helps students see that writing requires steps to find, plan, 

and create a draft text. 

2. Descriptive text 

Descriptive text is a text that describes the features of someone, 

something, or a certain place (Wardiman, 2008: 46). 

3. Chain Story Game 

Klippel (367) states thatChain games have been popular in foreign 

language classes. The basic rule for chain games is very simple: every 

player adds another link of the "chain" in his turn. These links may consist 

of letters, words, or sentences and the result can be extremely long-winded 

-mostly in the case of chain stories or quite funny.  

Chain-story is a story that is collectively written by a group of authors. 

The story is passed along from student to student, each adding a paragraph 

or sentences with the rule that each part should be coherent and follow the 

plot of preceding sections. It is hoped that by using Chain Story Game, 

students can share their idea. After the ideas are collected, they try to 

organize them into a good paragraph. 
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F. The Contribution of  Research 

The writer hopes that this research can give contribution in teaching 

learning process, especially in writing class. 

1. For the Writer 

The research ending is enable for the writer to have broader acess on the 

selective of methodology, especially regarding to the effectiveness of 

Chain Story Game for teaching descriptive text in writing. 

2. For the Teacher 

The information of the effectiveness of Chain Story Game will be useful 

for the teacher to have broader access in teaching to help their students in 

learning writing especially descriptive text. 

3. For Institution 

The result of the study will be an input for the institution to improve the 

teaching learning in English, especially in teaching descriptive text. 

Besides that, the institution will get the scientific data of  student‟s English 

writing. 
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