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Reading is receptive skill in understanding the words in written 

form. Reading is an activity to look and understand the meaning of the 

written or printed words or symbols (Hornby, 1995: 241). Grellet (1984: 7) 

states that reading is constant process of guessing, and what one brings to 

the text in often more important than one finds it. 

Nunan (1991: 70) states that reading is a dynamic process in which 

the text elements interact with other factor outside the text; in this case 

most particularly with the reader knowledge of experimental content of the 

text. 

From the statement above, it can be concluded that reading is the 

process of mind to get the information and knowledge with 

comprehending all of reading texts. 

b. The Importance of Reading  

Reading is one of the important aspects for the students, especially in 

English. From reading the students can get many information and 

knowledge. There are many books to support their reading habits before; 

some of the students will feel difficulty to understand of the books, etc that 

are written in English.  

 

Ramelan (1990: i) states that “Reading plays very important part in our 

life. Through reading we can explore the world, countries that have never 

been visited before, and the minds and ideas of great people in the past, all 

of which will enrich our experience and knowledge and broaden our 
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horizon. To a student, reading is also something important and dispensable 

since the success of their study depends on his ability to read.” 

As the students who study English lesson, reading is one of the 

important skills, because the students will explore much information, 

knowledge from reading activity. Besides that, it can give more 

vocabularies to the students. 

c. The Aims of Reading 

The main aim in reading is to seek and acquire the information 

involving the contents of reading and understanding the meaning of 

reading text. Tarigan (2008: 9) states that there are some aims of reading: 

a. Reading for details fact 

The student read to get or know the information that have been done by 

the writer or solve of the problem of the writer. 

b. Reading for main ideas 

The students read the text to know “why are the topic good or interest, 

then the problems on the story and make summaries of the story.” 

 

c. Reading for sequence or organization 

The students read the text to know “what is happening in each part the 

story in every episode, and solve the problems of the story.” 

d. Reading to classify 

The students read the text to classify some information or actions of the 

writer in the text or paragraph. 
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e. Reading for inference 

The students read in order to find out the conclusion from the action or 

ideas in the text. 

f.   Reading for comparing  

The students read to compare the plot of the story or content whether 

having similarity with him or event contrast. 

B. Reading Comprehension 

1. The Definition of Reading Comprehension 

Reading comprehension is reading with understanding or silent reading. 

Nuttal (1982: 13) in Anton (1995: 24) states that reading comprehension is 

lesson that have traditionally centered on a passage of the text followed by 

questions. Good questions are the one which help readers to contribute 

actively to process of making sense, rather than expecting understanding. 

Furthermore, Simanjuntak (1988: 4) states that reading comprehension 

is most likely occur when students’ are reading what they want to read some 

good reasons to read. Meanwhile, Tampubolon (1990: 17) defines reading 

comprehension as a cognitive process in which a reader receives words 

which involves eye movements and thinking activities including 

understanding. 

In summary, reading comprehension is the reader’s activity in order 

getting information and comprehend from printed text using eyes and brain 

to understand what the writer thinks in his/her written.  
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2. The Component of Reading Comprehension 

In comprehending the reading material, the most important thing that 

needs to be considered is component of reading itself. Leu and Kinzer 

(1987: 30-37) states that there are six major components of reading 

comprehension: 

a. Decoding Knowledge 

It refers to the knowledge readers use to determine the oral 

equivalent of a written word. Decoding knowledge is important for 

comprehension when determining the oral equivalent of a word helps 

a reader to identify meaning. 

b. Vocabulary Knowledge 

It is the knowledge one has about word meanings used to determine 

the appropriate meaning for a word in a particular text. 

c. Discourse knowledge  

It refers to knowledge of language organization at units beyond the 

single sentence level. It includes knowledge of the structural 

organization of different types of writing. 

d. Readiness Aspect 

It refers to different concept traditionally, reading readiness is the 

ability of student to benefit from initial reading instruction. Recently, 

reading readiness also include being ready to read and understand a 

particular selection. 
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e. Affective Aspect 

Affective aspect is reading comprehension includes both attitude and 

interest. These increases motivation and facilitate reading 

comprehension. 

f. Syntactic Knowledge 

It includes understanding word order rules that exist within sentences 

and permit you to determine the grammatical function and often the 

meaning and pronunciation of words. 

3. Levels of Reading Comprehension 

Burn (1984: 177) confirms that there are four levels of reading 

comprehension: 

a. Literal Reading 

Reading level for literal comprehension which involves information that 

stated directly important parts become a precondition to the higher level. In 

this level the readers are able to comprehend what the writer said. 

b. Interpretive Reading 

Reading level which the readers had to comprehend what the text implied 

but not in a direct statement or reading between the lines or making 

conclusion. At this level, reader was able to understand what the author 

meant. 

c. Critical Reading 

Evaluating written text by comparing the ideas and making conclusions 

that discovered in the text about accuracy and appropriateness. Critical 
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reading depends on literal comprehension and implied ideas are especially 

important. 

d. Creative Reading 

Reading level which requires the readers to be creative in reading, to think 

as they read just like critical reading, and they had to use their imagination 

while reading. Creative reading involves going beyond the material 

presented by the author. 

By knowing the level of comprehension, the weaknesses of the readers 

can be found. Therefore, it would help both the teacher and the learners 

minimize them. In this research, was focus on literal and interpretive reading 

comprehension. 

4. Reading Comprehension Assessment 

There are macro and micro skills representing the spectrum of 

possibilities for objective in the assessment of reading comprehension: 

a. Macro Skills 

1) Recognize the rhetorical forms of written discourse and their significance 

interpretation. 

2) Recognize the communicative function of written texts according to form 

and purpose. 

3) Infer the context that is not explicit by using background knowledge. 

4) Describe events, ideas, etc., infer link and connection between events, 

deduce, cause, and effect, detect such relation as main idea, supporting 
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idea, new information, given information, generalization, and 

exemplification. 

5) Distinguish between literal and and implied meanings. 

6) Detect cultural specific references and interpret them in a contect of the 

appropriate culture schemata. 

b. Micro Skills 

1) Discriminaate among the distictive graphemes and orthography of 

English. 

2) Processs writing at an efficient rate of sspeed to suit the purpose. 

3) Recognize a core of words and interpret word order pattern and their 

significance . 

4) Recognize grammatical word classes (noun, verbs, etc), system (tenses, 

agreement), pattern, rules and elliptical forms. 

5) Recognize the plural meaning may be expressed in different grammatical 

forms. 

6) Recognize cohesive devices in written discourse and their role in 

signaling the relationship between amomng clauses. 

The purpose of reading comprehension in this research is to find specific 

information in the text, so the macro skills and micro skills are evaluated in this 

research are: 
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a. Macro skill 

Infer link and connection between events, deduce, cause and effect, detect 

such relation as main idea, supporting idea, new information, given 

information, generalization, and exemplification. 

b. Micro skills 

1) Identifying referents of pronoun 

2) Using context to guess meaning of unfamiliar words. 

5. The Type Evaluation of Reading Comprehension 

Brown (2001: 308) states that there are some evaluations in reading: 

a. Doing  : the reader respond physically. 

b. Choosing  : the reader selects from alternative posed orally or writing. 

c. Transfering  : the reader summarizes what is read. 

d. Answering  : the reader answers the questions about the passage. 

e. Condensing  : the reader outlines or take notes on a passage. 

f. Extending : the reader provides an ending to a story. 

g. Duplicating : the reader translates  the message into the native language or 

copies it (begining level, for very short passage only). 

h. Modeling : the reader puts together a toy, for example after reading 

directions for assembly. 

i. Conversing : the reader engages in a conversation that dedicates appropriate 

processing of information. 

From some evaluations above, the researcher choose one of them to be 

instrument in this research. This research uses reading evaluation of choosing 
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as instrument of test. It means that the students will choose the best answer 

based on the questions about the passage. So, the researcher will use an 

objective test in the form of multiple choices to collect the data. 

C. CIRC (Cooperative Integrated Reading and Composition) 

1. Definitions of CIRC 

Cooperative Integrated Reading and Composition (CIRC) is a 

comprehensive program for teaching reading and writing or language art 

(Slavin, 2005: 200). It uses a single text that in learning reading by using 

CIRC technique of the students are taught in reading groups and then 

returns to mix ability team to work on a series of cognitively engaging 

activities, such as reading to one another (reading partner), making 

prediction about the text, summarizing text/stories, and vocabularies. 

CIRC reading and language art or writing provides a structure for teacher 

to tech and students to learn which help all students become more effective 

readers and writers. 

CIRC technique here meant the method of performance as 

comprehensive program for teaching reading and writing in the upper 

elementary and the middle grades which involved students’ cooperation in 

team work in which team success depended on individual success. 

Thulow, Groden, Ysseldyke, Algozzine (Slavin, 2005: 202), they 

find that some students only read loudly for nine seconds per day. The 

most of students like reading by orally so much. The main purpose of 
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CIRC is to help the students learning the reading comprehension that can 

be applied widely by making the cooperative teams. 

There were some relevant studies on this research. CIRC for English 

language teaching and teaching reading. The justification relevant study of 

this study came from some experts and researcher in which all the 

arguments and also support the role of CIRC technique in English 

language teaching and teaching reading. 

Slavin (2005: 200) states CIRC is a comprehensive program for 

teaching reading and writing or language art in the upper elementary and 

middle grades. It uses a single text that is in learning reading by using 

CIRC technique of the students are taught in reading groups and then 

return to mix ability team to work on a series of cognitively engaging 

activities, such as reading to one another (reading partner), making 

prediction about the text, summarizing text/stories, and vocabularies. 

Fitzgerald and Spiegal (1983), the main purpose of CIRC is to help 

the students in learning for their comprehension by using cooperative 

teams which can be made application widely. The students work in group 

to identify four essentials features of each text. They were the 

characteristic, background of event, problem, and the last solution. 

Eni Maesaroh (2010) states the use of CIRC in teaching and learning 

reading is appropriate technique to solve the students’ problem of reading 

text. The students are more active and confidence to share their ideas or 

opinions and make the students to be democratizes. But, this technique 
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spends much time and the teacher is difficult to manage the material, 

which is issued or given. 

CIRC was believed to be a fun technique for teaching and learning 

reading with a comfortable teaching atmosphere. By using CIRC, the 

students were free to share their minds, ideas, or opinions to others. The 

students are more active and confidence to share their ideas or opinions 

and make the students to be democratizes.  

In teaching learning process, there were many obstacles which made 

the students unable to read English text correctly. 

First, the low motivation owned by the students in the teaching and 

learning English reading. It could be a huge problem faced by the students 

because they become uninterested in learning reading. 

Second, the relationship between the teacher and students which are 

seemed less of approach. Sometimes the teacher only gave the material 

and did not give more attention for the passive students. 

Third, some students seldom bring the dictionary while teaching and 

learning process. It was a main obstacle for teacher to ask the students 

found the meaning of difficult words but they did not bring it.    

2. The Advantages of CIRC 

Slavin (1995: 80) mentions excess CIRC learning model as follows: 

a. CIRC is perfect for improving students’ reading skills in solving 

problems. 

b. The dominance of the teacher in learning is reduced. 
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c. Students are motivated in the results carefully, because working in 

groups. 

d. Students can understand the meaning of each question and check their 

work. 

e. Helping students who are weak. 

f. Improve learning outcomes, especially in solving problems in the form 

of problem solving. 

 

3. Teaching Reading Using CIRC 

The following steps of CIRC technique to teach reading are quoted 

from Hanafiah (2009: 51). 

a. The teacher divides the class into some of reading groups, each group 

consist of 4 or 5 members. The groups can be diverse in term of gender, 

ethnicity, race, and ability. 

b. The teacher gives reading text appropriate with the topic of material, 

and the level of the students. 

c. The students read the text to one another in a team, find out the main 

idea of the text, give opinion, give suggestion etc, toward the topic of 

reading text, and then write on their paper or book. 

d.  Each group presents their job in front of their friend. 

e.  The teacher will give a conclusion. 

f. The teacher closes the session. 
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D. Basic assumption 

Cooperative Integrated Reading and Composition (CIRC) is a 

comprehensive program for teaching reading and writing or language art 

(Slavin, 2005: 200). It used to find the main idea of the text, give opinion, give 

suggestion etc, towards the topic of the reading text. By this technique, the 

students’ reading comprehension could be improved because they could see the 

related main idea of the texts that they read. It is expected that the teacher use 

CIRC technique as a technique to improve the students’ reading 

comprehension. It can make the students comprehend the text easily. Then, 

there is group works that can make them learn how to cooperate and share each 

other. It is expected that this research can be useful for the readers, and there 

will be any further research on it.  

The basic assumption mentioned previously supported by several 

researchers. Durukan (2010: 9) states that CIRC technique is effective for 

achievement and retention level rather than the traditional method. The 

students can easy to comprehend the text by work in group. Kamilah (2001: 

13) states that CIRC is a good technique to improve students’ reading ability. 

The interaction between the students can make them learn more from others.  

Then activities of CIRC make the students  to get involve in teaching learning 

process because the students not only interact with the teacher but also with 

other students.  

By using CIRC technique in teaching reading, the students can get 

benefit. After the students learned CIRC technique in teaching reading, the 
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researcher hopes that CIRC will help the students understanding in reading 

text, improve their study in language learning. So, CIRC help the teacher to 

give comfortable atmosphere for the students, and it can improve students’ 

reading comprehension.  
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