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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

A. Background of research 

Learning a language is expected not only to help the students realize 

themselves, their culture and others, but also to help them to express ideas and 

opinions to participate in their lives. Through English language, learners 

communicate orally and written. Communication means to understand or 

produce spoken and written texts that can be realized through four language 

skills; listening, speaking, reading, and writing. 

Reading is the most important skill that should be mastered by the 

students. Through reading, people can explore places or countries that have 

never been visited before and mind the ideas of great people in the past, all of 

which will enrich experience and knowledge (Ramelan, 1990: I). Therefore, 

the students must have a good reading skill. By having a good reading skill, the 

students will have a good reading comprehension. But, nowadays, 

comprehending the text is one the problems that the students face in reading. It 

is caused by the characteristics of reading which is very complex. In order to 

“get” meaning and the read with ease and enjoyment; students must know its 

structures, and its vocabularies. It is obvious that reading is difficult. 

Based on pre-observation and interview with English teacher and 

student, the researcher found major problem faced by VIII C grade students’ of 

SMP Negeri 2 Adipala in reading classes. There was a problem in reading 

comprehension. The students are still low in reading comprehension. There 
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were many factors causing the students low in reading comprehension, namely: 

(1) the students lack vocabulary, found it difficult to understand some words 

that they did not know the meaning of the text, and they rarely to bring the 

dictionary, (2) the students had not felt fun in learning of English reading, (3) 

the students had less bravery to deliver their ideas or opinions to others about 

the text. 

Based on the problem mentioned previously, the teacher gave a positive 

response and new technique in reading learning concretely and objectively 

which could be used to improve students’ reading comprehension. To 

overcome these problems, the researcher and the teacher considered 

cooperative learning technique of CIRC (Cooperative Integrated Reading and 

composition) as an appropriate technique to improve students’ reading 

comprehension. 

Slavin (2005: 200) states that CIRC is a comprehensive program for 

teaching reading, writing and language art in the upper elementary and middle 

grades. Uses a single text that in learning reading by using CIRC technique of 

the students are taught in reading groups and then return to mix ability team to 

work on a series of cognitively engaging activities, such as reading to one 

another (reading partner), making predictions about the text, summarizing 

text/stories, and vocabularies. 

The researcher was interested in making a research from those 

problems. The researcher were chosen CIRC technique to solve those 

problems, because the researcher thought that CIRC could be enjoyable for the 
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students in learning of English reading and it can increase students’ reading 

comprehension. Thus, the researcher carried out this research entitled 

“Improving Students’ Reading Comprehension through CIRC (Cooperative 

Integrated Reading and Composition) technique at the VIII C Grade Students 

of SMP Negeri 2 Adipala in Academic Year 2012/2013.  

B. Reasons for Choosing the Topic 

There are several reasons to choose this topic: 

1. The students have low reading comprehension  

2. The students lack vocabulary so that they get the difficulty to understand 

the text. 

3. The students felt bored in English lesson; especially in Reading 

comprehension because they only sit and listen to the teacher explanation 

and they had to do exercise.  

4. CIRC is an interesting technique that has a lot of strength for students to 

help their reading comprehension. 

C. The Problem of Research 

Based on the background of the study, the problem of research is as 

follows, 

“Can CIRC technique improve the students’ reading comprehension?”  

 

 

 

D. The Aim of Research 

Improving Students’ Reading..., Isnaeni Nindya Putri, FKIP UMP, 2013



xxi 
 

The aim of this research is to improve students reading comprehension 

through CIRC technique. 

E. Clarification of Terms 

1. Improving  

Pei (1976: 483) states, “To improve is to make or become better.” In 

this case improving is to make or become better someone or communities 

(students) in their language learning especially in reading. 

2. Reading comprehension 

Tarigan (1986: 7) states that reading comprehension is a process of 

conveying and acquiring a message graphically from the writer to the 

readers which involves ability of the reader in getting meaning from the 

message which is conveyed by the writer through the words or symbol to 

be understood and interpreted. 

3. CIRC Technique 

Slavin (1995: 7) states that CIRC (Coopertive Integrated Reading 

and Composition) is Comprehensive program for teaching reading and 

writing in the upper elementary and middle grades. 

Pei (1976: 1008) states that technique is method of performance as 

comprehensive program for teaching reading and writing in the upper 

elementary and middle grades, which is involves student’s cooperation in 

team work in which team success depend on individual success. 

F. Contribution of the Research 

The contributions which are expected from this research are as follows: 
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1. For the Teacher 

Giving valuable experience in working collaboratively with the researcher 

in doing classroom action research especially in improving students’ 

reading comprehension through CIRC technique. 

2. For  the students 

They will be able to comprehend the text better than before using CIRC 

technique. 

3. For the Other Researcher 

They can improve the topic into variant one so the teaching learning 

process especially English subject will be more interesting and 

meaningful. 
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