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CHAPTER II 

THEORETICAL REVIEW 

 

A. Vocabulary 

Vocabulary is the important and basic element of language for the 

second language learner. Without grammar, we can still talk with each 

other if we have enough vocabulary. It is different when we have lack of 

vocabulary. We cannot understand each other and we will find difficulties 

in learning English. 

Richard et al (255: 2002) states that vocabulary is a core component of 

language proficiency and provides much of the basis for how well learners 

speak, read, and write. Rivers (1983: 125) in Nunan (1991: 117) argued 

that the acquisition of an adequate vocabulary is essential for successful 

second language  because, without an extensive vocabulary, we will be 

unable to use the structures and functions we may learn for comprehension 

communication. 

For the explanation above, vocabulary becomes an important thing in 

learning English, why? Because the vocabulary is the first basic important 

thing in learning English and also when we will speak, write, and listen in 

English, of course we have to master vocabulary more and more. As we 

know, that the lack of vocabulary often brings many troubles for us (as an 

English learners). We can see in the fact, when we are speaking in English, 
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we often get trouble because of the lack of vocabulary. The conclution is 

that we could not deny that vocabulary is one the important things in 

learning English. 

B. The Importance of Vocabulary 

Vocabulary is one of language components. According to  Napa 

(1991:6-7) in Fitriani (2007: 6) no language exists whithout words and 

words are signs or symbols for ideas, they are the mean by which people 

exchange their ideas and thought. The more words we learn, the more idea 

of important language elements that should be learned by the students on 

order to able to communicate both in oral and in written forms. English 

should be taught at the beginning of the lesson so that the students will be 

to use them in their activities during a lesson. 

Vocabulary is also essential in communicating with others. If one does 

not know the meaning of words used by others in communication. Harmer 

(1991: 153) states that if language structures make up the skeleton of 

language, then it is vocabulary that provides the vital organs and the flash. 

And the ability of manipulate grammatical structure does not have any 

potential for expressing meaning unless words are used. 

Tarigan (1984: 2) in Fitriani (2007: 7) states that language skill mostly 

depand on the mastery of vocabulary. Thus, the more vocabulary was 

mastered, the bigger possibility that someone could skillfully used the 

language. Vocabulary is very important for the students, so the learners 

hoped to master some skill such as reading, writing, speaking, and 
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listening. The vocabulary could help the students or the learner; by the 

time the whole students enter school. They have acquired a considerable 

understanding of a large number of words most of as understand some 

words that good enough to use them ourselves. 

C. Vocabulary Teaching and Learning 

Two main points  should be considered by a teacher those are how to 

teach vocabulary and how the students learn it. Below are the descriptions 

of each. 

1. Vocabulary Teaching 

In teaching vocabulary, the teacher should use appropriate way in 

order to make the students understand and master vocabulary well. 

There are many ways to teach vocabulary such as: 

a. Using Realia 

Realia means the using of real object that can be seen by the 

students. The teacher gives such a real thing in classroom, so 

the words can be easly explained. 

b. Picture 

Pictures are also important for language teaching since they can 

be used in many ways. They can be wall pictures, blackboard, 

drawing, charts, flash card,tables, or statistic and any other non-

technical visual representation. 
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c. Mime, Action, and Gesture 

Frequently, it is difficult or even imposible to explain the 

meaning of words using media or picture. In this matter, 

teacher can choose mime, action and Gesture. Teacher can 

walk, cry,or write to teach the words “walk’,”cry”and”write”. 

d. Constrast 

Sometimes realia, picture, also mime may not be sufficient to 

explain the meaning of words for example: “big” is better 

understood in the context of “small”. 

e. Enumeration 

When the teacher finds difficulty in explaining word for 

example when the teacher want to teach the word “flower”, the 

teacher can enumerate a number of flower like rose, 

jasmine,orchid. The word flower will be clearly understood. 

f. Word Association 

In teaching new vocabulary a teacher mention the thing 

connected word, for example: the word table, chair, students, 

teacher, chalk and white/black board, for the word “classroom” 

and the word seller, buyer, vegetables, fruit, meal,for the word 

“market”. 
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g. Game 

 Game is a technique which helps and encourages many 

learners to sustain their interest and work. Games also help the 

teacher to create context in which the language is useful and 

meaningful. 

(Andrew Wright, 1984: 1) 

From these above theories, it can be concluded that in teaching 

vocabulary, a teacher are able to use same ways of teaching technique. 

Not only using word association, but also some other technique in 

teaching vocabulary. 

2. Vocabulay Learning 

Learning Vocabulary is not as easy as we think. It needs 

preparation and planing to do. Basically, there are some principles to 

learn vocabulary:  

1). The best way to remember new words is to corporate them into 

their synonym that is already known. 

2). Organizing material is easier to learn. 

3). Words which are very similiar should not be taught at the same 

time. 

4). Words pairs can be used to learn a great number of words in short 

time 

5). Knowing a word entails more than just knowing its meaning. 
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6). The deeper the mental processing used when learning a word, the 

more likely that a students will remember it. 

7). The act of the recalling words makes it more likely that a learner 

will be able to recall it again later. 

8). Learners must pay close attention on order tp learn most 

effectively. 

9). Words need to be recycled to be learnt. 

10). Learners are individual and have different learning styles 

These principle of learning vocabulary is very important, 

because it will be easy to learn vocabulary. 

Actually, learning vocabulary needs essential steps. Brown and 

Payne in Hatch and Brown (1994: 373) say that there are five 

essential steps in vocabulary learning. Those are: 

1) Encountering new words 

The students strategy here included learning new words by 

reading books, listening to TV and radio, and reading 

newspapers and magazines. Dictionaries are also sources 

where new wordsand new uses for old word can be 

encountered. 

2) Getting of a clear image visual auditory or both of the form 

of the vocabulary item. 

The importance of having a clear image of the “form” of a 

word becomes apparent when we think about what happens 
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when we try to retrieve words. The importance of getting the 

the form of the word also appears when students are asked to 

give definition for words. 

3) Getting the word meaning 

This step includes such strategies as “ asking native English 

speaker what words mean, asking people who speak my 

native language the meaning of new words, making pictures 

of word meanings in my mind”. Another way to getting 

definitions is simply by having a bilingual friend or a teacher 

explains. Finally one very popular way and practically the 

only way in incidental learning for learners to get the 

meaning of words is throgh contex. 

4) Consulidating word form and meaning in memory 

Many kinds of vocabulary learning drills, such as flashcard, 

matching exercises, crossword puzzle, etc strengthen the 

meaning connection. 

5) Using the word 

Because the use of a word tests the learners’s understanding 

of the word, learners fell more confident about their word 

knowledge once they have used a word without undesired 

consequences. 
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3. Aspects of Vocabulary 

According to Burhan in Bayuningtyas (2007 :23), there are some 

aspects of vocabulary that can be evaluated:  

a. Pronounciation 

This aspect is to know how the students can pronounce the 

vocabularies that they have been learnt. 

b. Spelling 

It is important to memorize the letter of vocabulary. The students 

need to know how to spell the words correctly. 

c. Meaning 

In learning a foreign language, it needs to know the meaning of the 

word. It is to make the students understand what the native speaker 

means. So, this aspect is to know how  the students can catch the 

meaning of the words. 

d. Memorizing 

It is to know how many vocabularies that the students can memorize 

well in a meeting. 

In this study, the aspects will be used to evaluate the students’s 

vocabulary mastery are understand the meaning and spell the word. 
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D. Game 

According to Andrew Wright ( 1984: 1) game is a technique 

which helps and encourages many learners to sustain their interest and 

work. Games also help the teacher to create context in which the 

language is useful and meaningful. There are two kinds of games 

namely competitive game and cooperative game. Competitive game is 

a game which the players or teams to be first to reach goal, such as 

classroomcubes, calender, crossword puzzle, missing letter, matching 

game. Cooperative game is a game in which players and teams work 

together toward a common goal such as: word association, cards 

game, simulation, search, guessing game. Students like games very 

much. In teaching learning game can be used to motivate children in 

acquiring the language. 

1. Criteria of Good Language Games 

Before using the game in the learing process, the teacher should 

choose the best games for students, so that the games are not only 

for having fun but also for achieving the language skills. 

According to Wright et al (1983: 78) in Widyarespatri (2007: 19), 

there are some questions which can be helpful for teacher to decide 

the appropriate game; 

a. Will the game take teacher a long time to prepare, compare 

with the amount of useful work he or she will get it from? 
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b. Wiil it be easy for teacher to organize the classroom? 

c. Is it likely to interest the particular group of learners the teacher 

has in mind? 

d. Are the amount of language and the type of use enough to 

justify to use the game? 

If the teacher answer “yes”, then the game that the teacher 

has in mind is highly efficient, it means that the appropriate 

games will useful for the students in language learning and 

easier in understanding the material. Students will get both fun 

and knowledge. 

After choosing the appropriate game used in teaching 

learning process, teacher should introduce it to the students 

(Wright,1983:6). Games are normally introduced in the 

following ways: 

a. The teacher should explain to the class. 

b. The teacher, helped by one or two students, should           

demonstrateof parts of the game. 

c. The key language should be written on the board 

d. The first trial is done by a group in front of the class.  

It must be introduced by the teacher to the students, so, 

students will understand about the game that will be learnt. 
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2. The Advantages of Games 

The justification for using games in the classroom brings some 

adventages both for the teacher and the students. Huyen and Thu 

(2003) said that games have adventages and effectiveness in 

learning vocabulary. The advantages are as follows: 

a. Games bring in relaxation and fun for students. 

b. Game usually involve friendly competition and they keep 

learners interested. 

c. Vocabulary games bring real world context in to the 

classroom, and enhace students use English in flexible 

communicative way. 

From definition above, we can conclude the advantages of 

using games in the classroom,there are: 

a. Games are a welcome break from the usual routine of the 

language class. 

b. There are motivating and challenging. 

c. Learning a language requires a great deal of effort. Games 

help the students to make and sustain the effort of learning. 

d. Games provide language practice in the various skills 

speaking, writing,listening, and reading. 

e. They encourage students to interact and communicate 

f. They create a meaningful context for language use. 
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From these advantages of games above, it gives a good effects 

for the students and making learning prosses effective. 

3. The Reasons of Using Games 

In teaching vocabulary, especially in using game the teacher 

should know the reason of using games. It is important to the 

teacher because the game can make students  interested or not. Mei 

and Yu- Jing (2003) said that there are many reasons why the 

teacher uses game in teaching English. Those are: 

a. Games are fun and students like to play them. Through games 

students can interect with their environment. 

b. Games add variation to a lesson and increase motivation by 

providing a plausible incentive to use the target language.  

c. Games context make the foreign language immediately useful 

to the students. It brings the target language to life 

d. Games make the reason for speaking plausible even to reluctant 

students. 

e. Through playing games,students can learn English. Students 

can learn without stress, they can learn a lot. 

f. Even shy students can participate positively 

From the explanation above, we can conclude that the games  

make class situation  more life, but not every game can make the 

students be more active. The teacher should be able to choose the 

appropriate game that is suitable with her students. 
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According to Tyson (2000), there are five ways how to 

choose game as follows: 

a. A game should be more than just fun. 

b. A game should inolve friendly competition. 

c. A game should keep all of the students involved and interested. 

d. A game should encourage students to focus on the use of 

language rather than on the language itself. 

e. A game should give students a chance to learn, practice review 

specific language material. 

From the description above, it can be conclude that learning 

vocabulary through games is one effective and interesting way that 

can be applied in any classrooms. Games are used not only for 

more fun, but more importantly, for the useful practice and review 

of  language lessons, thus leading toward the goal of improving 

learners’s communicative learning. 

E. Word Association. 

According to Richards et al. (1985) word association is a way in 

which words come to be associated with each other and which 

influence the learning and remembering of words. As 

Sinopalnikova (2003) states, the term association is used in 

pscycholinguistics to refer to the connection or relation between 

ideas, concepts, or words, which exists in the human mind and 
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manifests in a following way: an appearance of one entity entails 

the appearance of the other in the mind. For Miller (1996) word 

associations show the familiarity effect: responses are faster to 

familiar words and if a word has been presented before, it takes a 

shorter time to respond to that word. 

1. The Advantages of Using Word Association  

According to Wilson (2003) there are some advantages of using 

word association. First, word association is an enjoyable and active 

games. Second, word association can elicit students’s vocabulary 

and help them to memorize new vocabulary. Thrid, word 

association develops the ability to cooperate the other group, and 

the last, word association can make the students  react as soon as 

possible to find the related vocabulary and shows our student’s 

vocabulary stock. 

2. The Disadvantages of using Word Association 

According to Wilson (2003) there are some disadvantages of 

using word association. Firstly, the students who have limited 

vocabulary can not associate the word and they will get confused  

if the intruction is not clear and understandable. 
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F. Teaching Vocabulary Using Word Association 

Teaching vocabulary using word association has a procedure 

and at the point of discussion presents the step in using word 

association in teaching vocabulary. They are brainstorming, words 

association with a topic, word association in vocabulary groups and 

finding synonym that elated with the words. 

1. The Prosedure 

a. Brainstorming 

Brainstrorming is a technique that maximizes the ability to 

generate new ideas. Brainstorming is used to elicit  students’s 

vocabulary by asking them some questions that related witht 

the topic or by showing a picture. The rules of  brainstorming 

need many ideas to get good idea. It means we need a lot of  

creative questions to generate good answers from our students. 

We will ask some questions  that related with the topic then 

elicit our students’s vocabulary and write a list of  vocabulary 

on the board. If we think that we get enough vocabulary, we 

should stop elicit the vocabulary. 

The example of activity: 

1) Begin the lesson by asking them some questions 

around the topic. 
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2) Firstly, we wrire a single word on the board and try 

to elicit vocabulary from them. 

3) Tell the studens to come forward one by one and 

write their words in the board that associate with the 

key word. 

4) Make a list of vocabulary based on their answer on 

their answer on the right side of the board. 

5) After brainstorming them and get the vocabulary, 

discuss together the meaning, spelling, and the 

pronunciation of each word that they produce. 

Based on these activities above can conclude that 

these activities have the purpose, it can elicit students’ 

vocabulary by asking them some questions 

b. Word Association around the topic 

Word association is used not only as a brainstorming 

activity but also as agame to stimulate and to create more fun 

learning activities in classes. After pre activity with a picture, 

devide the students into small group. The competition between 

the small groups is to get as many as they can the vocabulary 

that related with the topic. In word association, each students 

will write down their answers in their group’s worksheet. The 

writer will put a picture in the center of the whiteboard with 

right side and left is the students list of words in per group. 
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While they are quickly think to find a related word, we can 

help them by added some actions or some questions or draw a 

quick picture. The highest and the fastest group should write-

down their answer in the white board and continued until the 

last group. At the end of this game, we can see how many 

words are new and how many words are repeated. Then record 

the vocabulary and once our students get it all the vocabulary. 

Wipe off the words then ask a students or a volunteer to write 

them again on the board. 

The example of activity: 

1) Ask the students to make a group of four or five. 

2) Prepare a blank paper as worksheet, a dictionary, and a 

picture. 

3) Distribute the picture and ask the students to work in 

group to discuss the words that related with the 

picture. 

4) Ask them to do the same activity in their worksheet. 

5) Write down as many as they can and compete with the 

other group. The fastest and the highest number of the 

vocabulary they get is the winner. 

6) Collect all the students’s word in the board per group. 

7) Discuss the meaning, the spelling and the 

pronunciation of each word in the board. 
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These activities must be done by the teacher. The 

purpose these activities is the students are easy and fun 

in learning prosses. 

c. Word Association in Vocabulary Groups 

Word association in vocabulary group will help the 

students learning English vocabulary because it it easier for 

them to learn in vocabulary group. We can show one 

vocabulary group such as “fruit” and tell them to find  words 

that associate with “ fruit “. 

The example of activity: 

1) Write down one word in the board. 

2) Ask the students to find the related words with that 

word. 

3) Group  the words into several types. 

4) Ask them to find related word based on the vocabulary 

groups. 

5) Divide our students into group of four or five. 

6) Tell them to work in group to find a related words as 

many as they can. 

7) Collect the students vocabulary and write down their 

answer in the board ( we can choose the best 2 group 

and compare their answer together). 
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From the explanation above can conclude that word 

association also can divide the words into vocabulary groups. 

d. Finding Synonym that Related with The Words 

In some chances, we can find two words with the same 

meaning so we must check the meaning first. In this step, we 

can tell the students that one word can have one or more 

meaning and two words or more can have one meaning. Word 

association is nearly the same with the synonym, especially 

when we talk about general topic. They may catch the same 

meaning with different words. If we find this word with the 

same meaning, we can tell our students that this two words or 

more have the same meaning and we can call it synonym. It 

may difficult for them to find words with the same meaning. 

We can help them the use of the dictionary and how they find 

this kind of words. If it is difficult for them, we can help them 

as a facilitator. The point of this step is the students understand 

and have initiative in finding the synonym. 

This steps will help the students to understand about the 

difference between the different words and the same meaning. 

The example activity: 

1) Write down some words in the board. 

2) Ask them the similar word for those word. 
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3) Tell them to come forward and write down their 

answer in the right side of the board. 

Based on activities above, the teacher should do these 

activities because the students can improve their vocabulary 

through finding synonym. 

2. The Other Prosedure 

In using Word Association there are many prosedures as the 

explanations before,in other hand there is the other prosedure in 

using Word Association. Wilson (2003) said, this is an example of 

getting students to memorize words and practice their 

pronunciation by word association. The procedures are they: 

a. Write a word on the board, for example,’Sun’. 

b. Get the students to come up with a word that they would 

associate with that word, for example,’round’. 

c.  Write that word beside the original word on the board. 

Now get the students to come up with an association for 

the new word. 

d. Countinue the word association game until you have a 

good number of  words on the board for the size of your 

class. 

e. Get each student  to quietly choose a word out of  the 

words on the board (they do not have to write it down,just 

memorize it). 
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f. Confirm things by going through each word asking people 

to raise their hands if they have chosen that word. You 

need to do this because if there is a word that nobody has 

chosen then that word, when it comes time to recite the list, 

is replaced with a clap. 

g. Erase all the words from the board and just leave a circle in 

the place of each one. 

h. Prompt the students to recite the list from memory by 

pointing to the circles on the board and asking the students 

to say their chosen word when the time comes.  

i. Listen to what words comes before their words as a cue 

when to say their word. When they get to any chosen 

words, the class claps in unison. 

j. Lastely, get all the students to say all of the words together. 

From the explanation above can conclude that the word 

association can be implemented by the other prosedure. 

These activities above have a good purpose, it make 

studendents can memerize the word easyly. 
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G. Basic Assumption 

Using games in classroom is an interesting way to make the 

students active in learning. The various games will be very 

meaningful activities for them. Through “ Word Association game ” 

will make the students felt fun and remember the vocabulary more 

easily. 
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