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CHAPTER II 

THEORETICAL REVIEW 

 

A. Habit 

1. Definition of Habit 

  Kartono (1984: 128) says habit is a stabilized behavior of adapting 

effort to the environment which contains an affective feeling. It is also 

conditional reaction which is complex and varieties. 

  Hornby (1989: 1003) states that habit is a thing that person does 

often and almost without thinking. 

  Davis (2009: 1) argues that habits are a pattern or behavior 

acquired through frequent repetition.   

  Based on the definitions above, it can be concluded that habit is a 

stabilized behavior which is done in numerous periods in adapting to the 

environment.  

2. Types of Habit  

  According to Kartono (1984: 129), habit is classified into positive 

and negative habits based on the human characters. 

a. The Positive Habit 

It is a habit which has positive characters of human personality, for 

instance, getting up in early morning, being diligent, being detailed, 

being economical, being careful, etc.      
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b. The Negative Habit 

It is a habit which has negative characters of human personality, for 

instance, smoking, drinking alcohol, being late, being lazy, gambling, 

etc. 

 In relation with this research, browsing English article in the 

internet belongs to the positive habit, because this habit can cause the 

positive effect. 

3. The Formation of Habit 

  Kartono (1984: 129) says that in formation, habit is helped by 

some reflexes. The reflex becomes a basic for habit formation. Then, that 

habit goes on automatically and mechanically parting from mind and 

awareness. From time to time, both of them can be used to give the new 

instruction for new habit formation, forming a product of motivation, and 

giving a stability and capacity of behavior. Habit is obtained by practicing, 

imitating, and drilling continuously.  

4. Indicators of Habit 

  Gie (1988: 15) states that study habit is a method, technique, skill 

or way of learning practiced everyday and settled on their self-esteem in 

an effort to achieve results.     

  Activities of good learning habits, according to Gie (1988: 16), 

include: 

a.  How to set the time and environment 
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 By adjusting the time efficiently and effectively, an individual will 

gain several advantages, namely: 

1) He/she can organize events better so that more can be done. 

2) With learning on a regular, he/she will more easily remember and 

soak what is learned. 

3) He/she is ready to learn when given a heavier burden or higher 

education. 

4)  He/she has more time to work on the activities he/she likes, 

because sometimes learning tasks can be completed for them. So, a 

fun learning environment will help to generate enthusiasm for 

learning and help someone concentrate on the things which are 

learned.   

  Some things to note in the set time are: 

1) making a list of daily activities, 

2) setting the study time, 

3) creating a learning unit hour, 

4) studying the first difficult part, 

5) studying some subjects as often as possible, 

6) recognizing the strengths and weaknesses of self, 

7) creating a summary, 

8) using the free time to learn, 

9) replacing a good learning time, and 

10) setting the time with a balanced.      
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  According to Gie (1988: 17), several conditions need to be 

considered to create physical environments that support learning: 

1) Determine the fixed learning 

2) Avoid the things that disrupt learning 

3) Set up a place to learn 

4) Organize learning materials 

 The steps that need to be considered to set the psychological 

environment are: 

1) developing a positive attitude, 

2) starting learning, 

3) concentrating, and 

4) learning to appreciate the time. 

b. How to Follow Lessons 

 To be able to follow the lesson well, there are three things to note: 

get prepared before attending lessons, record the lessons and use the 

lesson notes. 

 Before the course, individuals need to prepare a notebook and 

writing tools. In addition, there are several things that can help 

individuals to follow their lessons well, namely: 

1) Learn how to make notes 

2) Read first the lesson material will be learned 

3) Summarize notes 

4) Formulate questions 
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5) Organize yourself and give a good impression on teachers  

                                      Gie (1988: 18) 

 

B. English Article 

1. The Definition of English 

  Today, English becomes an International language. So, it’s better 

for one to master English well in order to be able to communicate with all of 

people in the world.  

  There are some definitions of English: 

a. The primary language of several countries (including Australia, Canada, 

New Zealand, the United Kingdom, the United State) and a second 

language in a number of multilingual countries (including India, 

Singapore, and the Philippines). (www.grammar.about.com.).  

b. The language of England or of the English nation, and of their 

descendants in America, India, and other countries. 

(www.brainyquote.com)  

 Based on the definition above, it can be concluded that the meant 

of English in this research is the primary language of several countries and a 

second language in a number of multilingual countries. 

2. The Definition of Article 

  Nowadays, people can get any information easily through the 

article. There are many topics of articles that give the information for them.  

  Some definitions of article according to the experts are as follows: 
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a. Article is a complete essay writing in magazine or newspaper. Articles in 

the newspapers usually discuss about something in detail. 

(www.pengertian-artikel-menurut-para-ahli.html)  

b. Article is a short writing talk about anything like knowledge, education, 

computer, business, etc. (www.pengertian-artikel-menurut-para-

ahli.html)  

c. Article is a form of non-fiction writing, talking about the fact and the 

data which contain a little analysis and opinion of the author. 

(www.pengertian-artikel-menurut-para-ahli.html)   

d. A distinct portion of an instrument, discourse, literary work or any other 

writing consisting of two or more particulars, or treating of various 

topics. (www.ardict.com/article)  

e. An article can be an item, as in an article of clothing. An article can be a 

short discursive non-fictional piece, as in an article in a magazine. An 

article can be a short word affixed to a noun, as “le and la” are articles in 

French. (www.answer.com)  

 Based on the definitions above, it can be concluded that the meaning of 

English article in this research is the English essay writing talk about the fact 

and written completely with a certain length published by newspaper, 

magazine, bulletin, books, etc.  
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C. The Internet  

1. The Definition of the Internet 

   Today, the internet spreads across the globe and consists of 

countless networks and computers, allowing millions of people to share 

information.  This is the largest global network of computers that enables 

people throughout the world to connect to each other.  

  Some definitions of the internet are as follows:  

a. The internet is the name for a vast, worldwide system consisting of 

people, information and computer (Hahn, 2004: 2). 

b. The internet is a collection of networks, a giant agreement among 

thousands of computer system to connect together (Kent, 2002: ix). 

  Based on the statements above, it can be concluded that the internet 

is one of the information network systems through many computers which 

can connect all of people in the world. 

2. Advantage and Disadvantage of the Internet 

  According to Buchanan (2002: 817), there are advantages and 

disadvantages of the internet: 

a. Advantages of the Internet include: 

1) It is not less control of information by the media, governments and 

large organization. 

2) It makes communication between people and organizations in 

different countries which create a global village. 
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3) Many different types of connections are possible, such as dial-up 

facilities (perhaps over a modem or with ISDN) or through frame 

relays. The user only has to pay for the service and the local 

connection. 

4) It makes creation of an over increasing global information database. 

5) It has tailor-mode application with good presentation tools. 

6) It can help to improve its chances of acceptance into the home. 

7) It is easy to set up and leads users from one place to the next in a 

logical manner. 

8) It increases usage of remote teaching with full multimedia 

education. 

b. Disadvantages of the Internet 

1) It is lack of control on criminal material, such as certain types of 

pornography and terrorist activity. 

2) In the internet, data can easily get lost or secret information can be 

easily transmitted around the world. 

3) Data once on the internet are relatively easy to tap into and possibly 

easy to change. 

4) It is lack of editorial control leads to inferior material, which is 

hacked together. 

5) It increases traffic swamps the global information network and 

slows down commercial traffic. 
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6) It Increases the surface learning and lack of deep research. It may 

lead to an increase in time wasting (too much serving and too little 

learning). 

3. Browsing the Internet Habit 

a. Description of Browsing the Internet Habit 

1) Browsing the Internet 

   According to Amar (2010: 1) in “Pengertian Browsing dan 

Manfaatnya”, browsing is surfing to explore some information in the 

internet. This is can be done with a program called browser (the 

software to surf). 

   Admin (2012: 1) states browsing is an activity to explore 

the internet using hypertext-based tools to find information such as 

news, images, books, games, and more.   

2) Habit 

  To be successful, someone has to make a habit of a 

successful person. To be rich, someone should make a habit of the 

rich. To be creative, someone needs to do custom creative. From that 

statement, a habit will form the character, image, or a nickname for 

the perpetrator of such  behavior. 

  According to Rian (2012: 1), habit is repetition of 

something continuously or in most of the time in the same way and 

without reasonable relation.  
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 Based on the definitions above, it can be concluded that browsing 

the internet habit means an activity to explore some information such as 

news, images, books, games, and more in the internet using hypertext-

based tools done repeatedly and continuously in the same way. This 

research focuses on the habit in browsing English article in the internet, 

and hopes that habit will be able to improve the students’ vocabulary 

mastery.  

b. Indicator of Browsing the Internet Habit 

 There are some indicators of browsing the internet habit covered in 

this research: 

1) Spending some time for browsing the internet 

Question: 

a) Do you browse the internet in a week? 

b) Does the internet help you in learning English because you can 

get the information and material easily? 

2) Finding some English instructions in the internet 

Question: Do you read the English instruction in the internet? 

3) Using English to communicate with others in the internet 

Question: Do you write e-mail in English, and use written 

communication (chatting) and oral communication (net-meeting) to 

communicate with native speakers in the internet? 

4) Browsing facebook, twitter, and downloading song 
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Question: Are you more interested in browsing facebook, twitter, or 

downloading songs instead of browsing English article in 

the internet? 

5) Browsing English article in the internet 

Questions: 

a) Do you browse English article in the internet? 

b) Do you think that browsing English article in the internet is 

something interesting for you? 

c) Do you always find the interesting topic in browsing English 

article in the internet easily, so, you become more motivated to 

read it? 

6) Studying vocabularies in English article in the internet 

Questions: 

a) Do you find the difficult words when you browse English article 

in the internet? 

b) Do you try to find the meaning of difficult words which you 

found in English article in the internet? 

c) Are you more interested in browsing English article in the internet 

instead of in the printed one (newspaper, magazine, etc). 

d) Do you find out English article in the internet for improving your 

vocabulary mastery? 

e) Do you drill your vocabulary mastery by using English article in 

the internet? 
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f) Do you browse English article to improve your vocabulary 

mastery? 

g) Do you think that your vocabulary mastery was improved if you 

read English article in the internet? 

 

D. Vocabulary Mastery 

1. Definition 

 Rivers in Nunan (1983: 117) states that vocabulary argumentation 

seems to become easier as on matures. He has also argued that the 

acquisition of an adequate vocabulary is essential for successful language 

learning because without an extensive vocabulary people will be unable to 

use the structure and function they may have learned for comprehensible 

communication (Rivers in Nunan 1983: 125). 

 Hatch and Brown (1995: 368) proposed that the term of vocabulary 

refers to a list or sets of words which individual speakers of language 

might use, since vocabulary is list, people may think that the only system 

involved is that of alphabetical order. Napa (1990: 5) also states that 

vocabulary is one of the basic components of language that no language 

exists without words.  

 Based on the definition above, it can be concluded that vocabulary 

is a list or set of words with the particular combination of letters that form 

a word. 
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2. Vocabulary Learning 

 Vocabulary mastery is important in learning English. If people 

have some vocabularies, they can also have a good English skill because 

vocabulary is the basic in learning English. People need vocabulary when 

they want to speak, read, listen, and also write something. 

 Learning vocabulary is learning about the number of words that 

make up a language. It is an essential in language learning. It can improve 

students’ vocabulary mastery. 

 According to Lado in Solikhatun (2007: 12), there are some 

methods which may be able to help the learners to learn and master 

vocabulary well. 

a. Dictionary 

 Dictionary is used when the students have trouble in catching the 

meaning of words. It can be used effectively if they are aware of words 

limitation ad consultation. 

 Students use dictionary to find the new words that they do not 

understand or only to find a quick definition. This method also often 

be done when they find the difficult words in browsing the English 

article in the internet. 

b. Note book 

 One of the most effective ways to control the learning of new 

words to keep vocabulary is notebook. Keep a small one in pocket, so 

if there are new words, it can be written whenever it’s heard and seen. 
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c. Guessing the meaning 

 Often, especially in reading English article in the internet, you will 

find many words whose exact meaning is not absolutely necessary for 

you to know in order to understand to sentence. Therefore, the students 

do not look at on the dictionary to translate the meaning, but they can 

see from the words as clue to know the meaning. This method can also 

often be done when the students read the English article in the internet.  

 Based on the explanation above, it is gotten a conclusion that using 

different method in learning vocabulary can improve students’ vocabulary 

mastery. 

3. The Importance of Vocabulary  

 Tarigan (1984: 2) points out the importance of vocabulary in 

language learning. He states that language skill mostly depends on the 

mastery of vocabulary. Thus, the more vocabulary is mastered, the bigger 

possibility is that someone can skillfully use the language.  

 Rivers in Nunan (1983: 125) argues that the acquisition of an 

adequate vocabulary is essential for successful language use because 

without an extensive vocabulary, people will be unable to use structure and 

function they may have learned for comprehensible communication. It 

forms an important element in learning a second language. 

 Vocabulary is very important for the students, so the students are 

hoped to master some skills such as reading, writing, speaking and 

listening in what the speaker said. The vocabulary can help the students or 
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the learners to acquire the considerable understanding of a large number of 

words. 

 As the explanation above, vocabulary becomes an important thing 

in learning English because vocabulary is the first important basic in 

learning English. Students have to master vocabulary more and more 

because the lack of vocabulary often brings trouble for English learners. 

When they are speaking English, sometimes they get trouble because they 

don’t know what they will say in English. So, the conclusion is it can’t be 

denied that vocabulary is one of the important things in English 

communication.  

 Vocabulary is also important in mastering the four language skill. 

Kustaryo (1988: 3) states that to understand a text, students must have a 

good command of vocabulary of the target language though learning does 

not merely learning words. Vocabulary is also important to express idea or 

to ask for certain information. If someone has a lack of vocabulary, he will 

find some difficulties in expressing their idea in oral or written. One 

should be able to master adequate vocabularies to convey his/her message. 

 Krashen and Terrel (1983: 155) state that vocabulary is a basic of 

communication. If acquirers do not recognize the meaning of the key 

words used   by those who address them, they will not be able to 

participate in the conversation. And if they wish to express some ideas or 

ask for information, they must be able to produce lexical item to convey of 
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an utterance addressed to them, but do not know the meaning of the lexical 

items, they will be unable to participate in the communication. 

 From those statements, it can be concluded that vocabulary 

mastery is needed in order to master four language skills namely reading, 

speaking, listening, and writing.  

4. The Types of Vocabulary 

 Richard and Joanne Vacca (1989: 299) state that there are three 

types of Vocabulary, namely: 

a. General vocabulary, which consists of everyday words widely, 

acknowledges meaning in common usage. 

b. Special vocabulary, which is made up words from everybody’s general 

vocabulary, which is taken on specialized meaning when adapted to 

particular content area. 

c. Technical vocabulary, which consists of word that has usage and 

application only in particular subject matter field. 

 English vocabularies are classified into: 

a. Content words. The content words can be learned in small groups 

around “life” situation. Content words include: 

1) Nouns  

Example: table, student, television 

2) Verbs 

Example: tell, do, think 
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3) Adjectives 

Examples: beautiful, lazy, sad 

4) Adverb 

Example: badly, fast, sleepy 

b. Function Words 

1) Preposition 

Example: in, on, at, etc. 

2) Auxiliary 

Example: will, can, should, etc. 

3) Conjunction 

Example: because, and, or, etc. 

4) Pronoun  

Example: her, him, me, etc. 

5) Articles 

Example: the, a, an, etc. 

6) Modifier 

Example: some, many, much, etc. 

  This research focuses on the content vocabulary dealing with 

Noun, Verb, adjective, and Adverb. And to know the students’ vocabulary 

mastery, the writer will use the document of the students’ semester test 

result obtained from the lexical study lecturer as the instrument for 

collecting data. 
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5. The Problem of Learning Vocabulary 

 Resimen in Sulasno (2000: 1) said the basic of learning vocabulary 

for students. There are some problems indirectly faced by students, such as 

in pronouncing, spelling, memorizing, and using words in sentences or in 

oral communication briefly described below: 

a. Pronouncing Problem 

 The following are aspects which cause some problems in 

pronunciation, for example: sheep/syiep/ and cheap/ciep/ 

1) Similar sound in the two words which have different variants 

2) Sequence of sound in one word 

3) Classification of sound 

b. Spelling Problem 

 Besides learning pronunciation, learning spelling is important 

because it can improve the learner’s ability of the language skills 

especially writing and reading. 

c. Memorizing Problem 

 There are some memorizing problems: 

1) The students have low motivation to learn vocabulary 

2) The students are reluctant to memorize the new words 

3) The students do not always use the words that have already knew 

to communicate in daily English 
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d. Meaning Problem 

 Sometimes, the meaning of words changes because of its function 

in sentences, whether it is a noun or a verb and also a word may has 

more than one meaning. 

 Based on the explanation above, the problem of learning 

vocabulary in this research is in memorizing and meaning problem.  

6. Evaluation of Vocabulary  

a. Aspect to Assess  

 According to Thornbury (1988: 130), there are some aspects to 

know the words: 

1) the word’s form, 

2) the word’s meaning, 

3) the connotation of word,  

4) whether the word is specific to a certain register or style, 

5) the word’s grammatical characteristic (part of speech), 

6) the word’s common collocation, 

7) the word’s derivation, and 

8) the word’s relative frequency. 

All of those aspects of words knowledge can be realized 

receptively (in listening and reading) or productively (in speaking and 

writing). In this research, the focus is on the word’s meaning. 
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b. Evaluation of Vocabulary Mastery 

 In this research, the writer will use the document of the students’ 

vocabulary semester test result which is obtained from the lexical 

study lecturer as the instrument for collecting data. 

 The use of test for students’ vocabulary mastery is to measure how 

far their mastery is. According to Hughes (1989: 147), there are two 

kinds of evaluation in item writing: recognition and production. 

1) Recognition  

  This is kind of testing that could be recommended without 

many reservations. Item may involve a number of different 

operations: 

a) Synonyms 

All of the options are words which the test-takers are expected 

to know. 

b) Definitions  

This type has option with the same length. 

c) Gap Filling (Multiple Choices) 

This type has the context. It should not contain words which the 

test takers are unlikely to know. 

2)  Production 

  The testing of vocabulary productively is so difficult that it 

is practically never attempted in proficiency test. Information on 

receptive ability is regarded sufficient. 
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a) Picture 

This method of testing vocabulary is obviously restricted to 

concrete nouns that can be unambiguously drawn. 

b) Definition  

This type has words defined entirely in words more common or 

simpler than themselves. 

c) Gap Filling 

This type is an alternative word that people have in mind. It can 

be solved by giving the first letter of the words (possibly more) 

and even an indication of the number of letters. 

Based on the explanation above, synonym is the kind of evaluation 

which used in this research. 

7. Variation in Vocabulary Choice 

 Variation in vocabulary choice is influenced by several factors. 

Hatch and Brown in “Vocabulary, Semantic and Language Education” 

(1995: 302) explained that there are seven elements in variation in 

vocabulary choice. There are geography, gender, occupation, group and 

individual choice, formality, education. In relation with this thesis, the 

writer just focuses on education factor. 

8. Teaching Vocabulary in Relation between Students’ Habit in Browsing 

English Article in the Internet and Their Vocabulary Mastery. 

 Vocabulary is very important in learning language especially 

English students since there are macro skills must be studied by the 
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students. Those are reading, speaking, listening, and writing. All of them 

are needed.   

 Since low vocabulary mastery presents a major problem in learning 

a language, it is one of the teachers’ duties to manage the vocabulary 

learning to be done as well and effectively as possible. 

 One of them is to build up, stimulate, and develop the students’ 

habit in browsing English article in the internet. By browsing English 

article in the internet at least the students will enjoy it so it may cause the 

improvement of their vocabulary mastery. In other hand, the students will 

enlarge their vocabulary mastery. 

 

E. Basic Assumptions   

  Vocabulary is the most important aspect that has to be mastered in 

learning language because all of the language skills mostly depend on the 

mastery of vocabulary. Students can improve their vocabulary through some 

ways, one of them is by browsing English article in the internet. 

  Browsing English article in the internet can be something new and fun for 

the students because browsing the internet is something interesting and had 

been a habit for the students in this era. It’s different with reading the English 

article in the newspaper, magazine, etc. By browsing English article in the 

internet, they can choose the English article they like to be read. So, it is good 

for improving students’ vocabulary mastery by browsing English article in the 

internet. It can be said as something new and interesting because they usually 
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only learn vocabulary through books, dictionary, etc. It can improve the 

students’ vocabulary mastery because when they read the article, and they find 

many difficult words there, they will look for the meaning of those words, both 

by using dictionary and guessing the meaning. And the meaning of those words 

will be saved longer in their mind. So, the students will get many new 

vocabularies from it and their vocabulary mastery will be improved. In short, 

the writer assumes that students’ habit in browsing English article in the 

internet can develop students’ vocabulary mastery and have positive 

correlation with their vocabulary mastery. 

  The basic assumption mentioned previously is supported by some previous 

researches. As Mukhtar (2012) states that the internet offers a wide range of 

authentic and interesting materials can facilitate students-centered activities. 

Djiwandono (2010) states that the Information and Computer Technology 

(ICT) has indeed some potentials to offered to the teaching and learning 

English. Through the use of the internet, learners are enabled to broaden their 

knowledge and enhanced the quality of human instruction (by e-mail system, 

electronic conferencing, news group, and numerous other cyberspace 

facilities). In addition, based on the research taken by Fatimah (2004) about the 

Internet Website Accessing Habit, she states that the English students can learn 

English and improve their vocabulary mastery by accessing the internet 

because there are so many sites that lead them to know how to learn English 

effectively and they also can directly communicate with the other people in the 

world. It is also proved by the result of the research that showed that there was 
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significant correlation between students’ internet website accessing habit and 

their vocabulary mastery. 

 

F. Hypothesis  

The hypothesis of this problem is based on the basic assumption that there 

is correlation between students’ habit in browsing English article in the internet 

and their vocabulary mastery of the third semester students of the English 

Department of Muhammadiyah University of Purwokerto academic year 

2012/2013. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Correlational Study Between…, Via Fadhila, FKIP UMP, 2013




