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  CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

A. Background of The Study 

Vocabulary is one of the important aspects in learning foreign language, 

especially in learning English. Without a proportional number of vocabularies, 

everyone will get trouble in his/her speaking, reading, listening, and writing. 

Without a shred of doubt, it is said that the acquisition of vocabulary will help 

his/her in gaining, understanding, and also enhancing the process of knowledge 

transferred for a better life. Indisputably, the chances for progress or success in 

any kind of fields, like computer, technology, economy, politics, tourism, and 

education increase with the size and applications of vocabulary. 

Based on the explanation above, it is clear that English is very important 

for getting a better life because English is an international language, and 

English vocabulary is the basic in learning English. That’s why it is essential to 

improve one’s vocabulary mastery.  

However, based on the pre-interview with some of the third semester 

students of the English Department of Muhammadiyah University of 

Purwokerto done in October 2012, most of them said that they were lazy to 

develop their vocabulary mastery. They also often get some difficulties in 

determining the meaning of new words and use it in another context. 

Moreover, there are many ways to improve students’ vocabulary mastery. 

One of them is by browsing the English article in the internet. Internet can be 

one of some ways to improve vocabulary mastery because most of the 

A Correlational Study Between…, Via Fadhila, FKIP UMP, 2013



2 
 

 
 

informations in the internet are written in English. The internet also provides 

everything people want, and the newest information from all over the world 

can be accessed easily. Even if when people want to make relationship with the 

other people from another country, they can just send them e-mail or 

communicate with them by chatting. 

As English learners, the students of Muhammadiyah University of 

Purwokerto especially the English Department are demanded to be able to use 

the internet as a medium in teaching and learning process. They need the 

internet to do assignments, for example, to find English article in the internet, 

or to read assignment and find additional material from it. By using the 

internet, they will be able to communicate with native speakers, for instance: 

they can chat with native speakers through social network such as facebook, 

twitter, messenger, etc. They can also make communication with native 

speakers by sending e-mail. It will be useful for them to improve their 

vocabulary mastery instead of they just use the facebook, twitter and 

messenger only to share their status or chat with their friends, family and 

couple, or just for downloading songs, pictures and videos. Moreover, the 

internet enriches the students’ vocabulary when the students read English 

article in the internet, it has strong relationship with vocabulary because article 

consists of sentences, and sentences consist of words. It also can be something 

interesting for them because they can choose the topic of article they like, so 

they will not be bored to read it, and consequently they will get many new 

vocabularies from it. Therefore, they can improve their vocabulary easily. 
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Nevertheless, actually, each student has the different habit in browsing the 

English article in the internet. Sometimes, there are some students prefer to 

download songs, pictures, or just use the facebook or twitter to share their 

status, etc., instead of browsing the English article. In the other words, the 

frequency of each student in browsing English article in the internet is not the 

same. 

According to the explanation above, the writer wants to do the research 

entitled “A correlational study between students’ habit in browsing English 

article in the internet and their vocabulary mastery of the third semester 

students of the English Department of Muhammadiyah University of 

Purwokerto Academic year 2012/2013” 

 

B. Reason for Choosing the Topic 

 The reasons why the writer chooses the topic are:   

a. students’ habit in browsing the internet can be a good way to increase their 

vocabulary mastery, and  

b. students can learn English well through the internet, so they can get extra 

exercises and increase their vocabulary. 

  

C. Problem of the Research 

Based on the fact above, the writer formulates the problem of the research 

as follows: 

1. How is the students’ habit in browsing English article in the internet? 
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2. How is the students’ vocabulary mastery? 

3. Is there any significant correlation between students’ habit in browsing 

English article in the internet and their vocabulary mastery? 

 

D. The Aim of the Research 

 The aims of the research are 

1. to know the students’ habit in browsing English article in the internet, 

2. to know the students’ vocabulary mastery, and 

3. to find out how significant the correlation between students’ habit in 

browsing English article in the internet and their vocabulary mastery is. 

 

E. Contribution of the Research  

This research can be useful for: 

1. For the Lecturer 

a. This research can be a reference for the lecturers in knowing the 

students’ habit in browsing the internet. 

b. Lecturers will get some information about the students’ vocabulary 

mastery, so they can make further treatment to increase the students’ 

vocabulary mastery.  

2. For the Student 

 Hopefully, this way can be useful for students to increase their English 

vocabulary. They can do this by browsing English article in the internet.  
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