
6 
 

CHAPTER II 

THEORETICAL REVIEW 

 

A. Reading 

1. Definition of Reading 

Reading is an ability to understand discourse writing. The students cannot 

call reading if they just can read the word. Reading needs to master the base 

role in phonology, morphology, syntaxes, and semantics. The students that 

have the bad grammatical, in the speaking context or listening and do not 

understand the purpose of the spoken language, so he or she will not 

understand that statement in the writing form (Santrock, 2008: 422). 

Paran in Alyouself (2005: 143) defines reading as an activity involving 
constant guesses that are later rejected or confirmed. This means that one 
does not read all the sentences in the same way, but one relies on a 
number of words – or ‘cues’ - to get an idea of what kind of sentence (e.g. 
an explanation). 
 
Reading is a mental activity to understand everything that is said by 

another people through the written tool (Nurgiyantoro, 2001: 246). 

2. The Purpose of Reading 

Mullis et al. (2011: 22) state that there are two purposes of reading as 

follows: 

a. Reading for Literary Experience 

In literary reading, the reader engages with the text to become involved 

in imagining events, setting, action, consequences, characters, atmosphere, 
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feelings, and idea, and to enjoy language itself. To understand and 

appreciation literature, the reader must bring to the text his or her own 

experiences, feelings, appreciation of language and knowledge of literary 

forms. For young readers, literature offers the opportunity to explore 

situations and feelings they have not yet encountered. The main form of 

literary text used is narrative fiction. 

b. Reading to Acquire and Use Information 

In reading for information, the reader engages not with imagined worlds, 

but with the aspects of the real universe. Through informational texts, one 

can understand how the world is and has been, and why things work as 

they do. Readers can go beyond the acquisition of information and use it in 

reason and action. Informational texts need not be read from beginning to 

end, reader may select the parts they need. Different organizations make 

different demands on the reader although there are no hand fast 

distinctions. It also can be note that despite their organization, information 

texts may or may not have headings or other types of textual organizers. 

Informational text ordered chronologically present their ideas as sequence 

ordered in time. Such text may recount events, for example, as historical 

facts or as diary entries, personal account or letter. Biographies and 

autobiographies, detailing the events of real lives, are a major group of text 

of this type. Other chronologically organized text are procedural, for 

example, recipe and instructions. Here, the imperative form is often used 
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and the reader is expected not just to understand but also to act in 

accordance with what is read. 

3. Reading Skills 

Harmer (2001: 69) states that there are two reading skills that students 

acquire: 

a. Scanning 

Students, like the rest of us, need to be able to do a number of things 

with a reading text. They need to be able scan the text for particular bits of 

information they are searching for. This skill means that they do not have 

to read every word and line; on the contrary, such an approach would stop 

them scanning successfully. For example: students may scan a computer 

manual to find out the one piece of information they need to use their 

machine.  

b. Skimming 

Students need to be able to skim a text as if they were casting their 

eyes over its surface to get a general idea of what it is about. Just as with 

scanning, if they try to gather all the details at this stage, they will get 

bogged down and may not be able to get the general idea because they are 

concentrating too hard specific. For example: students may skim a 

newspaper article to get a general idea of what is been happening. 
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4. Reading Comprehension 

a. The Definition of Reading Comprehension 

Pang, et al. (2003: 19) state that reading comprehension is about 

relating prior knowledge to new knowledge contained in written texts. 

Therefore, comprehension is not a passive process, but an active one. The 

reader actively engages with the text toconstruct meaning. This active 

engagement includes making useof prior knowledge. It involves drawing 

inferences from the words and expressions that a writer uses to 

communicate information, ideas and viewpoints. 

Alyousef (2005: 143) states that reading comprehension is a 

combination of identification and interpretation skills. 

b. The Micro Skills of Reading Comprehension  

According to Brown (2004: 188), there are some macro skills and 

micro skills representing the spectrum of possible for objective in the 

assessment of reading comprehension: 

1) Macro Skills  

a) To recognize the rhetorical forms of written discourse and their 

significance for interpretation. 

b) To recognize the communicative functions of written texts, 

according to form and purpose. 

c) To infer the context that is not explicit by using background 

knowledge. 
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d) To describe events, ideas, etc., infer links and connection between 

events, deduce, causes and effect, detect such relation as main 

idea, supporting idea, new information, given information, 

generalization, and exemplification. 

e) To distinguish between literal and implied meanings. 

f) To detect cultural specific references and interpret them in a 

context the appropriate cultural schemata. 

g) To develop and use a battery of reading strategies, such as 

scanning and skimming, detecting discourse markers, guessing the 

meaning of words from context, and activating schemata for 

interpretation of texts. 

2) Micro Skills 

a) To discriminate among the distinctive graphemes and 

orthography of English. 

b) To retain chunks of language of different lengths in short term 

memories. 

c) To process writing at an efficient rate of speed to suit the 

purpose. 

d) To recognize a core of words, and interpret word order patterns 

and their significance. 

e) To recognize grammatical word classes (noun, verb, etc), 

system (e.g., tenses, agreement, pluralization), pattern, rules, 

and elliptical forms. 
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f) To recognize that plural meaning may be expressed in different 

grammatical forms. 

g) To recognize cohesive devices in written discourse and their 

role in signaling the relationship between among clauses. 

From some micro skills called above, the writer used some macro and 

micro skills in teaching reading to improve students’ reading 

comprehension such as: 

1) Macro Skills 

a) Skimming text for main idea, scanning text for specific 

information (Names, date, key words). 

b) Understanding given information stated in the passage. 

c) To recognize the communicative functions of written text, 

according to form and purpose. 

2) Micro Skills 

a) Identifying referents of pronoun. 

b) Using context to guess meaning of unfamiliar words. 

c. Evaluation 

According to Dauglas (2001: 308), there are some evaluations to 

technique. 

1) Doing: the reader responds physically to a command. 

2) Choosing: the reader selects from alternatives posed orally or in 

writing. 
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3) Transferring: the reader summarizes orally what is read. 

4) Answering: the reader answers the questions about the passage. 

5) Considering: the reader outlines or takes notes on a passage. 

6) Extending: the reader provides an ending to a story. 

7) Duplicating: the reader translates the message into the native language 

or copies it (beginning level, for very short passage only). 

8) Modeling: the reader engages in a conversation that indicates 

appropriate processing of information. 

From some evaluations above, the writer chooses one of them to be 

focusing of instrument in this research. One of the evaluations was 

‘choosing’ which means that the students select from alternatives posed 

orally or in writing. The writer used one type of test to collect the data and 

it was Multiple- choice. The writer made the test by total number of test is 

30. It contained 30 items of Multiple Choice. The Multiple-choice was 

used by the writer because it recovered the micro skills such as: 

understanding given information stated in the passage, to recognize the 

communicative functions of written text, according to form and purpose, 

identifying referents of pronoun, and using context to guess meaning of 

unfamiliar words. 
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B. PQ4R Strategy 

1. Definition PQ4R Strategy 

Sudarman (2009: 67) states that PQ4R Strategy is a teaching learning 

concept which help teachers relate their teaching materials to be presented 

with their pupil’s real learning, so it can improve the comprehension of a 

subject matter. PQ4R Strategy represents one part of elaborated strategy. This 

strategy is used to assist students remember what they read, and to help 

teaching learning process in the classroom by reading book or text.  

According to Slavin (2008: 256) PQ4R is a strategy that helps students to 

understand and remember what they have read. The PQ4R stands for Preview 

(P), Question (Q), Read (R), Reflect (R), Recite (R), and Review (R)”.  

2. Steps of PQ4R Strategy 

Steps of PQ4R Strategy 

PQ4R 

Preview 
Survey the material to get an idea of the general 
organization, major topics and subtopics. Look at 
headings and pictures to try to identify what you 
will be reading about. 

Question 
Ask questions about the material as you read it. 
Use headings to ask questions (who, what, why, 
where) 

Read Read the material. Try to answer your own 
questions while reading.  

Reflect 

Think about the material that you just read and try 
to make it meaningful by: 1) relating it to things 
that you already know about, 2) relating the 
subtopics to primary topics, 3) trying to resolve 
contradictions, 4) trying to use the material to 
solve simulated problems.  

Recite Practice remembering the information by stating 
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points aloud and asking and answering questions. 
Use headings, highlighted words and notes on 
major ideas. 

Review 
Actively review the material, focusing on asking 
yourself questions and rereading the material only 
when you are not sure of the answers. 

 

3. Advantages of PQ4R Strategy and Disadvantages of PQ4R Strategy 

a. The Advantages of PQ4R Strategy 

Marliny (2009: 1) states that there are some advantages of PQ4R 

Strategy such as: 

1) It helps to make individual to know what to learn. It focuses students’ 

attention, increasing interest, relating new ideas to previously known 

concepts and building comprehension. 

2) The students are encouraged to actively interact with the material while 

reading by the following organizing techniques. 

3) PQ4R is easy to use and can be applied to readings in most academic. 

Asiae (2009: 161) states there are some advantages of PQ4R Strategy 

such as:  

1) This PQ4R strategy assists students to process a lot of information in a 

relatively short amount of time.  

2) It helps the students to orient cognitively to the task at hand prior to 

actual reading.  
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b. The Disadvantages of PQ4R Strategy 

Marliny (2009: 1) states that there are some advantages of PQ4R 

Strategy such as: 

1) It requires the ability to skim texts which involve the rapid reading of 

chapter elements such as introduction, conclusion, summary, first and 

the last lines of paragraph, etc. 

2) It also requires the ability to scan texts which involves careful search 

for specific facts and examples. 

3) This method can be not suitable for the young students as it may be 

difficult for them. 

 

C. Reading Type Based on SMP Grade 8 

There are two reading types that are taught in SMP especially at 8 grades. 

Genre Social Function Generic Structure Language 
feature 

Recount 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To retell events for 
the purpose of 
informing or 
entertaining 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Orientation: this part 
gives detail of: 
Who/What/Where/When
/Why. 

2. Events: this part retells 
what happened in 
chronological order. It 
uses time connectives 
such as: first, next, soon, 
after that, later, finally. 

3. Reorientation: this part 
tells the writer’s 
comment about the 
events that happened. It 
can also be said as a 
conclusion of the text.  
 

1. Focus on 
individual 
participations. 

2. Use of past 
tense. 

3. Focus on 
temporal 
sequence of 
events. 

4. Use of 
material (or 
action) clauses 
and processes 
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Narrative To entertain, amuse, 
and to deal with 
actual or vicarious 
experiences in 
different ways. 
Narrative deal with 
problematic events 
which lead to a 
crisis or turning 
point of some kind 
which in turn finds 
a resolution 

1. Orientation: this part 
introduces characters 
and/or sets the scene 
(where/when). 

2. Complication: this part, 
the main character is 
faced to a problem. 

3. Resolution: this part tells 
how the problem is 
resolved, for better or 
worse. 

 

1. Use of nouns 
2. Use of 

adjectives to 
form noun 
phrase 

3. Use of time 
connectives 
to order the 
events 

4. Use of 
adverbs and 
adverbial 
phrase 

5. Use of action 
verbs in past 
tense 

6. Use of saying 
verbs in past 
tense 

7. Use of 
thinking 
verbs in past 
tense 

 

D. Teaching Reading Through PQ4R Strategy 

The activities that have been done by the teacher and the students in teaching 

and learning of reading by using PQ4R Strategy are: 

No Activities  Teacher’s activity Students’ activity 
1. 
 

Preview  Teacher asks the students 
find out the difficult 
words. 

Students listen to the 
teacher’s explanation, 
after that they find out the 
difficult words  (Not 
more than 20 words). 

Teacher asks the students 
to find out the meaning 
of the words listed 

Students find out the 
meaning of the words 
listed 

Teacher asks the students 
to discuss the preview 
result in pair. 

Students discuss the 
preview result in pair. 

2. Question Teacher asks the students 
to make their own 

Make their own 
questions.  
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question at least 3 
questions. 

3.  Read Teacher asks the students 
to read the text to find 
out the answer from their 
own question, find out 
the main idea of the text, 
and discuss with their 
pairs. 

Students read the text to 
find out the answer from 
their own question, find 
out the main idea of the 
text, and discuss with 
their pairs. 

4. Reflect  Have students reflect the 
text that they have read 
by identifying the main 
idea of the text and the 
new information after 
that ask the students to 
discuss it. 

Students reflect the text 
that they have read with 
identify the main idea of 
the text and the new 
information after they 
discuss with their pairs. 

5. Recite  Teacher asks the students 
to give their response 
about the text that has 
been read. 

Read the conclusion of 
the text and reread if they 
are not sure use their 
answer. 

8. Review  Teacher asks the students 
to discuss with their pairs 
about what to be 
summarize, and then 
summarized the content 
of the text individually. 

Discussing in pairs what 
to be summarized, and 
then summarizing the 
content of the text 
individually. 

 

E. Basic Assumption 

PQ4R is a strategy that helps the students to understand and remember what 

they have read. 

By applying PQ4R Strategy the students can get find out an idea of the 

general organization, they will easier to understand the content of the text. It can 

stimulate their motivation and interest to read. It is assumed that, by applying 

PQ4R Strategy, their reading comprehension will be better. 
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