
1 
 

CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of the Research 

Pang, et al. (2003: 6) states that reading is about understanding written texts. 

It is a complex activity that involves both perception and thought. Further Pang, 

et al. (2003: 6) state there are many purposes of reading, and one of them is 

reading to find out the information.  

A reader reads a text to understand its meaning, as well as to put that 
understanding to use. A person reads a text to learn, to find out information, 
to be entertained, to reflect or as religious practice. The purpose of reading 
is closely connected to a person’s motivation for reading. It will also affect 
the way a book is read.  We read dictionary in a different way from the way 
we read a novel. In the classroom, teachers need to be aware of their 
students’ learning needs, including their motivation for reading, and purpose 
that reading has in their lives. 
 
In teaching reading, teachers get the big problem when the students do not 

have the good reading comprehension, whereas it is very important to them 

because with the good reading comprehension the students will mastery the 

language. 

On the Syllabus of Junior High School (2011: 16) especially in the eighth 

grade, the standard competence of reading is the students are able to understand 

the meaning of simple short essay forms involving recount and narrative to 

communicate with the surrounding environment. Based on the standard 

competence that has mentioned we can conclude that recount and narrative are 

taught in eight grade of Junior High School. 
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However based on the observation, there are many problems faced by the 

VIII F grade of SMP N 1 Kedungbanteng-Banyumas in reading comprehension 

as follows:  

1. The students did not understand the meaning of the difficult words from the 

text that was given. 

2. The students could not find the main idea easily. 

3. The students got difficulties in understanding the content of the text. That 

was why the students could not answer the questions after reading the text. 

This condition made the students not have good reading comprehension. 

Actually, there are many strategies that can be used to solve the problems 

above. One of the strategies is teaching reading by using PQ4R Strategy. 

According to Slavin (2008: 256), PQ4R is a strategy that helps the students to 

understand and remember what they have read. The PQ4R stands for Preview 

(P), Question (Q), Read (R), Reflect (R), Recite (R), and Review (R)”. It means 

that when the PQ4R Strategy is used in teaching reading the students should 

finding out unfamiliar words in the text, finding the meaning of words listed, 

discussing the result in preview step in pairs, writing their own questions, read 

the text silently, finding the answer of prepared questions, getting main idea and 

it details stated in paragraph, discussing what they found in the text during 

reading in pairs, reflecting what they just read by identifying the main idea and 

new information, discussing in pairs what was read, giving comment or 

response on what was read, discussing in pairs what to be summarized, and then 

summarizing the content of the text individually.  
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Marlini (2009: 1) states that there are many advantages of PQ4R Strategy in 

teaching reading as follows:  

1. PQ4R Strategy makes the students actively interact with the material given 

provide. 

2. PQ4R Strategy makes them remember what they have read. 

3. PQ4R is easy to use and can be applied to readings in most academic. 

 

B. Reason for Choosing the Topic 

The writer has some reasons to choose the topic; 

1. Reading comprehension of the students of class VIIIF SMP Kedungbanteng-

Banyumas needed to be improved because their reading comprehensions are 

still low. 

2. PQ4R Strategy is a strategy to make the students easy to comprehend the 

main idea of the text. 

 

C. Problem of the Research 

Problem of the research stated by the question: “Can PQ4R Strategy improve 

the students’ reading comprehension at the VIII F grade of SMP N 1 

Kedungbanteng-Banyumas?” 
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D. Aim of the Research 

The aim of this research is to improve students’ reading comprehension at the 

VIII F grade of SMP N 1 Kedungbanteng-Banyumas in academic year 

2011/2012. 

 

E. Contribution of the Research 

The result of this research is useful for the students, the teacher, and the 

reader. 

1. For the Students 

a. They can improve their reading ability. 

b. They can improve their reading comprehension. 

c. They can recall as much as information after they read the text. 

2. For the Teacher 

It gives the inputs for the teacher through PQ4R Strategy to guide 

students’ interaction with their text so can comprehend the passage easily. 

3. For the Reader 

a. This strategy can improve the people’s reading ability to make students 

understand the content of the text. 

b. It can improve the professionalism of the reader to teaching reading. 
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F. Clarification of the Terms 

1. Reading Comprehension 

Pang et al. (2003: 19) state that reading comprehension is about relating 

prior knowledge to new knowledge contained in written texts. 

2. PQ4R Strategy 

According to Slavin (2008: 256), PQ4R is a strategy that helps the 

students to understand and remember what they have read. The PQ4R stands 

for Preview (P), Question (Q), Read (R), Reflect (R), Recite (R), and Review 

(R)”.  

3. Recount Text 

Recount is the record of events in the past time. Pardiyono (2007: 77). 

4. Narrative 

Zaida (2009: 59) states that narrative tells a story and mainly used to 

entertain the readers.  
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