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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

 

 
A. Background of Research 

Reading is assumed as one of the foundations of success. Someone can be 

successful either for career or for study purposes (Harmer, 2001:68). It is because 

in this globalization era, most information is provided in written form. Therefore, 

people will be left behind if the sufficient reading skill is not possessed by the 

people. Reading can be defined as a process carried out and used by the reader to 

acquire the message or information conveyed by a writer through words or written 

material (Tarigan, 2008:7). 

In English learning, reading is one of the language skills that should be 

emphasized. Through reading, the students can improve their linguistic 

competence and increase their knowledge of vocabulary and grammatical rules. In 

addition, the students can understand the individual sentences and the 

organizational structure of a piece of writing. The students can analyze the 

grammatical rules used in the text, determine the meaning of many unfamiliar 

words, and learn to comprehend the information of the text. This is in line with 

Tarigan’s opinion (2008:9) where the main purpose of reading is to seek, obtain 

and comprehend the information in the content of reading text. 
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There are several benefits of reading. Firstly, abundant information can be 

obtained by reading something written on newspaper, book, internet, journal and 

magazine. Secondly, the world can be explored easily without visiting to certain 

places since there are many sources providing information of those places. 

Consequently, much information, either specific or general, can be found through 

reading. 

Commonly, there are some problems faced by the students in reading 

especially for reading comprehension such as, lack of prior knowledge of the 

topic, the difficulty in making inferences, and low comprehension of the text, 

(Gersten in Boyle 2010:207). Responding to the problems, Kustaryo (1998:11-12) 

explained that reading with comprehension means understanding what has been 

read. It does not only depend on comprehension skill but also experiences and the 

prior knowledge. Therefore, the experiences and prior knowledge are needed to 

help students in comprehending the reading text. 

In general practice of teaching reading, the students have to read a reading 

task and do the post-reading exercises (Chandavimol, 1998). In such reading 

activity, the activity that can motivate the students to achieve better 

comprehension is needed. Chatwirote (2003) suggested that there should be 

activities that can attract students’ interest. The activities should contain the 

reading objectives and suitable steps that suit the students and teacher’s interest in 

teaching and learning reading. Therefore, there should be pre-reading steps to 

prepare the students before reading the whole material. Various pre-reading 
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activities can help the students by providing certain amount of prior knowledge 

about the reading text to get better comprehension. 

The previous research had been investigated by Yeeding (2007) about the 

effects of pre-reading activities on learners’ motivation and reading 

comprehension ability. Results showed that the students were highly motivated 

and enthusiastic to read.  Moreover, the score was significantly higher after the 

experiment. 

The result of the previous research reviewed previously showed the 

significance of applying pre-reading activities in teaching reading. Therefore, this 

research is aimed to investigate the effectiveness of 3P (Pictorial context, Pre-

questioning, and Pre-teaching vocabulary) in pre-reading activity as one of 

alternative teaching strategy to assist students’ reading comprehension in teaching 

reading. The consideration in choosing 3P strategy is that this strategy is expected 

to help students in providing prior knowledge or schemata before reading. It will 

be required to have a better comprehension when the students interact with a 

reading text.  

B. Reason for Choosing the Topic 

There are some reasons in choosing the topic. They are as follows: 

1. Reading  

Reading is one of the language skills that most of students find difficulty 

in learning reading. The common problem faced by the students is reading 

comprehension. The students are not able to comprehend the text well. There 
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are some factors that contribute to difficulties in reading comprehension such 

as, lack of prior knowledge of the topic, the difficulty in making inferences, 

and poor understanding of text (Gersten in Boyle, 2010:207). Therefore, this 

research tries to use a strategy that can assist students in reading 

comprehension. 

2. 3P (Pictorial context, Pre-questioning, and Pre-teaching vocabulary)  

The term of 3P is an abbreviation of Pictorial context, Pre-questioning, 

and Pre-teaching vocabulary. 3P is actually included as pre-reading activity. 

The reason of choosing the term 3P based on the consideration that the term 

pre-reading activity is quite common. Therefore, the term of 3P is expected to 

attract the readers’ interest to read this research. 

3P strategy can be defined as activity used by a teacher to introduce the 

topic of the text, motivate the students to read, provide some language 

preparation for the text, and provide students with required background 

knowledge. Consequently, it can be used as an effective teaching strategy to 

assist students’ reading comprehension. Because of those, it seems to be 

interesting to investigate whether or not3Pcan assist students in reading 

comprehension. 

C. Problem of the Research 

The problem of the research can be formulated as, “is 3P (Pictorial context, 

Pre-questioning, and Pre-teaching vocabulary) in pre-reading activity effective 

towards students’ reading comprehension?” 
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D. Aim of the Research 

The aim of the research is to find out the effectiveness of 3P (Pictorial 

context, Pre-questioning, and Pre-teaching vocabulary) in pre-reading activity 

towards students’ reading comprehension at grade eighth students of junior high 

school in academic year 2013/2014. 

E. The Scope of the Research 

This research focuses on reading comprehension of recount text. This 

consideration is based on the syllabus of grade eight students of Junior High 

School. 

F. Clarification of the Key Terms 

There are some terms in this research that should be clarified. They are as 

follows: 

1. Effectiveness 

Effectiveness is a measurement of the match between stated goals and 

their achievement (Frasher, 1994:104 as cited in Harvey, 2004) 

2. 3P  

Pictorial context, Pre-questioning, and Pre-teaching vocabulary, or 3P, 

are pre-reading activities. 3P can be used by the teacher as a strategy to help 

the students connecting students’ background knowledge with the new 

information while reading, in order to get the most understanding of the 

message in the reading material.  
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3. Reading comprehension 

Reading comprehension is a cognitive process in which a reader 

receives word which involves eye movements and thinking activities 

including the understanding and the remembering (Tampubolon, 1990:32). 

G. Contribution of the Research 

Because the topic of this research has important implication for teaching 

and learning English, thus it hopes that this research will give meaningful 

contribution towards the improvement of English achievement.  The contributions 

of this research are as follows: 

1. For students 

This research will be useful for students to improve students’ 

comprehension in reading. 

2. For English teacher 

Through this strategy, the teacher will have a lot of opportunities to 

interact actively with the students in the classroom, and it will be a valuable 

experience and meaningful way in helping students’ reading comprehension 

using 3P. 
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