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CHAPTER I 

 INTRODUCTION  

 

A. Background of the Research 

It has been known that English is the most important language in 

the world. It can even be said to be the single most important language. 

Other languages are also important, but not for the same reasons as the 

importance of English. Why English is important is because it is the only 

language that links the whole world together. No one will be able to 

communicate internationally without English since most of scientific 

books are written in English. 

In English, there are four basic skills, namely reading, speaking, 

writing and listening. Those skills are very important so that people can 

use English well and correctly. Specifically for writing skill, it is the basic 

skills which one acquires in the formative years. The term of writing has 

been defined by Cambridge Learner‟s Dictionary (2007) as “the skill or 

activity of producing words on a surface”. Unfortunately, nowadays, this 

skill is being neglected. People tend to focus on the other three skills 

namely reading, speaking and listening whereas writing is one of the 

important ways of expressing thoughts and communicating ideas and 

views to others. It is more beneficial, especially for those who are 
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emotional and do not express verbally. This skill allows them to express 

their ideas, thoughts or their existing mental condition, which otherwise, 

may not be possible.  

While writing, people have to be extra cautious with regarding 

some elements, such as grammar, organization, mechanic and vocabulary 

so that the readers can decipher the meaning of the content. When writing 

something, there is a tendency to read the content over and over, for 

possible errors or mistakes. By doing this, it is thoroughly known what has 

actually been written, and how to improve it to tell the readers in a simple 

and concise way what is trying to convey. People usually express 

themselves by writing novels, biographies, short stories, articles, and even 

personal diaries. 

Especially in writing article, there are some aspects that need to be 

concerned, such as the content, language style, text organization, diction, 

and title. However, without disregarding other aspects, title becomes the 

most important thing while writing article, for it is the first thing which is 

seen by the readers. A good and interesting title will attract the readers‟ 

attention to read the whole content of article. 

The importance of the role of title in article makes it interesting to 

be researched. To get the data, it will be used the article titles got from The 

Jakarta Post. The reason is because The Jakarta Post is the most famous 

and actual newspaper in this country which is written in English. Thus, the 
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research will be entitled “An Analysis on Article Titles of The Jakarta 

Post”. 

 

B. Reason for Choosing the Topic 

The reason why it is chosen that topic is because title is a very 

important part of an article. It is the first thing which is seen by the readers 

while they are reading an article. 

 

C. Research Problem 

The problem which will be discussed in this research is “what are 

the criteria of a good article title?” 

 

D. Aim of the Research 

The aim of this research is to know the criteria of a good article title. 

 

E. Clarification of Key Terms 

The key terms of this research are clarified as follows: 

1. According to Cambridge Learner‟s Dictionary (2007), “title” means 

the name of a book, film, etc. The “title” in this research is related to 

article title. 

2. According to Cambridge Leaner‟s Dictionary (2007), “article” means a 

piece of writing in a magazine, newspaper, etc. 
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F. Research Contribution 

The Contribution of this research is: 

1. For people 

The result of this research can be a reference and give knowledge to 

the people who want to be journalists or article writers so that they can 

create good titles of their writing. 

2. For the writer 

The result of this research will make the writer know what the criteria 

of a good article title are. 
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