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CHAPTER II 

THEORETICAL REVIEW 

 

A. English National Examination Score (NEM) 

Almost all the education at certain time always makes an evaluation. 

The example of evaluation is National Examination. National Examination is 

conducted at the end of the final year of the highest level for all programs of 

education primary and secondary including the Senior High School for 

everyyear. 

1. The Nature of Examination 

Examination is process of evaluation to measure the ability of the 

students. Final examination is conducted to determine the ability of the 

students. Arikunto said that final examination is an action to know how far 

the ability of the students. When the students want to continue their study to 

higher level, they should have certificates what  we call as NEM. NEM is 

abbreviation of National Examination Score. National Examination itself is 

the test or examination which is done at the end of academic year for the 

third year students as a requirement to pass or to get certificate from school. 

Examination is identical with test. According to Arikunto 

(2009:53), Test is an instrument which is used to know or to measure 

something based on the rule which is determined  The function of the test is 

to determine whether the aspect which are speculated from someone is true 

or not. In education there is test or examination to measure the ability of the 

students. Educational measurement is the process that attemps to obtain a 5 
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quantified representation of the degree to which a trait is possessed by  

pupil. 

National exams conducted by the government through BNSP. Until 

the year 2000, the government has organized a EBTANAS, various issues 

and criticism still continue. There are the issues and the criticism of 

EBTANAS as follows: 

1. The form of multiple choice questions can be considered less is 

believed to know the true capabilities of learners. 

2. Almost every time the implementation EBTANAS there is leak of the 

question. 

The criticism is based on inputs from stake holders, the government 

finally remove EBTANAS for SD, MI, junior minister with Decree No. 

0111/U/2002 Date January 28, 2002. Furthermore, the minister issued a 

decree No. 047/U/2002 dated April 4, 2002 which contains a statement 

that the term EBTANAS for junior high, high school, vocational replaced 

with the National Exam. In the decree also stated in article 3 UAN 

functions as follows: 

1. Controllingthe quality of education nationwide. National Examinaton 

through the expected national education quality can be controlled. 

2. Encouraging an increase in the quality of education. UAN 

implementation is expected to motivate schools to improve the quality 

of learning and strive to achieve optimal results UAN. 

3. Determining the predicate graduation and achievement for students. 

UAN taken into consideration and determination of a predicate 
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determining graduation student achievement. UAN be accurate and 

valid criteria for determining national title and achievement of learners 

4. Consideration in the selection of new students at the higher education 

level. UAN items is prepared to distinguish between students who 

have met the standards of competence and learners who have not 

mastered the competency standards. Thus, would be most appropriate 

when used also to determine the potential of prospective students to 

follow the learning in school choices. 

The new problem rose, when national examination is commenced in 

2006/2007. Some school still use the 1994 curriculum, and some school 

use 2004 curriculum, even some of them are ready in developing KBK. To 

overcome this problem, the government took a policy, which in 2007 was 

taken to the UN material sourced from third curriculum. 

Based on criticism and suggestion from the public about the UN and 

the program takes into account the compulsory education of nine years, 

since the 2008/2009 class UAS national implemented for elementary 

schools and equal. A matter of making elementary teacher conducted by 

teacher under the guidance of higher Education. 

National examination is one part of evaluation. According to 

Arikunto (2009), evaluation is the systematic process of collecting 

information about the operation of something which is used to determine 

as the accurate alternative to take a conclusion.  Evaluation is a much more 

comprehensive and inclusive term than measurement, and testing is just 

one type of measurement. 
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From the definition above can conclude that there are four 

characteristic of evaluation. The first characteristic of evaluation is to 

measure of the change. The second characteristic of evaluation is that there 

are evidences collected as the base of evaluation. The third characteristic 

of evaluation is the measuring of evidences that have been described. The 

characteristic of the measurement above is quantitative. The fourth 

characteristic of evaluation is making judgment based on result of 

measurement which is finally use for decision making such as : success- 

fail, good- bad and etc. 

 

2. The purpose and the function of Evaluation 

In every procedure evaluation, the purpose  of evaluation are the 

first step which is noticed. According to Chittenden in Arifin (2013:14-15) 

there are four purposes of Evaluation 

a. Keeping track , means to investigate and detect the learning process of 

the pupil based on the lesson plan which is determined. 

b. Checking-up, means to check the achievement the ability of the pupil 

and the inadequacy of the pupil during the learning process. 

c. Finding -out, means to search, find and detect the mistake, inadequacy 

or the weaknesses of the students during the learning process. 

d. Summing –up , means to sum and conclude the level of pupil mastery 

concerning the competence which is determined. 
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The purpose of Evaluation learning product as follows: 

a. Knowing  the level of the pupil mastery regarding the material which is 

given. 

b. Knowing the capability, motivation, aptitude, interest, attitude the pupil 

regarding the learning program. 

c. Knowing the level improvement and propriety the pupil’s learning 

product with the standard competence and basic competence which is 

determined. 

d. Diagnosing the preeminence and the weaknesses the pupil during 

learning activity. 

e. Selecting , means select and decide the pupil which is appropriate with 

the certain education 

f. Determining  the position of the pupil is proper with their ability. 

g. Determining the grade of the pupil which is resolve (Arifin, 2013:15). 

 

3. Evaluation Language Learning 

Evaluation language learning is to evaluate language teaching 

method in the general are more likely to result in interpretable results than 

those which investigate the outcomes of particular programmers, with 

particular teachers and materials and in specific settings. According to 

Harris in Supriyadi (2013: 5) there are six purposes of evaluation language 

learning 

a. Determining the readiness of learners receive a lesson program. 

b. Classifying or put the learner at the appropriate class. 
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c. Determining the strength and weaknesses of particular individual being 

tested. 

d. Measuring  the aptitude to learn 

e. Measuring the achievement of learning goals in the learner. 

f. Assessing the effectiveness of the lesson. 

English is included into language and reading skill is one skill of 

English (Alderson, 2000: 202). There are ways to measure reading skill 

especially for reading comprehension. They are subjective test and 

objective test. No one said that whether reading should be measured by 

subjective test or objective test. However objective test is more 

appropriate to measure reading comprehension. Objective test which use is 

multiple choices. Test is an instrument or systematic procedure for 

measuring a sample of behavior of the students, to get information about 

the competence, knowledge and the skill of the students 

(Nurgiyantoro:105). 

There are kind of test, based on the purpose and objectivity of the 

assessment, as follows: 

There are kinds of test based on the purpose, 

1) Placement test to determine pupil performance at the beginning 

instruction.. 

2) Formative test – to monitor learning progress during instruction. 

3) Summative  test – to evaluate achievement at the end of instruction. 

Diagnostic test – to diagnose learning difficulties during instruction 
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(Hughes, 1990: 9-14). 

There are kinds of test based on the objectivity of the assessment. 

The items used in classroom test are typically divided into two general 

categories.  

1) Subjective test – test which need the consideration certain assessor that 

provide students to create their ideas. 

2) Objective test – test which is assessed objective that supply the answer 

to the students and requires the students to select the answer 

(Norman,1990:121). 

 

4. The requirements of good test 

As usual, language test also consider the quality of the test as the 

measurement.  good test is test which has good criterion. A good test can 

not be made arbitrary. There are the requirements of good test (Arikunto, 

2009: 57-63). 

a. Validity 

The concept of validity in measurement should contain of 

accuracy and precision.  

A test can be referred good test or has high of validity when the test 

carry out the function and give accuracy of the result measurement. To 

make easy for understanding the concept of validity 

1) Test of validity 

Test of validity can be done by two approach, Logical Validity and 

Empiric validity. Usually, people more interested on logical 
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validity, which called internal validity. Test of Validity use the 

logic, and empiric validity which called external validity as known 

use statistic instrument. 

a) Logical validity 

Logical Validity consists of content validity, construct validity, 

and face validity. A test called has content validity if the content 

of instrument appropriate with the subject which will be 

measured. A test called has construct validity if the instrument 

consists of aspect which is covered. Beside that, a test called 

face validity if which is faced on the instrument impress the 

instrument had appropriate with the subject which will be 

measured (Arikunto 2009 : 65).  

b) Empiric validity 

Empiric means that experience. An instrument called has 

empiric validity when the instrument already tested from 

experience.  Empiric validity could not be gotten by 

constructing the instrument based on the stipulation as the 

logical validity (Arikunto, 2009: 66). 

b. Reliability 

Reliability refers to the consistency of measurement, how consistent 

test score or other evaluation result are from one measurement to 

another (Robert, 1990: 77). Concept of reliability is how good the 

result of the measurement could be believed. The credibility based on 

consistency the result which is gotten by the tryout of the same 
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instrument to the same subject. Consistency means consist of 

tolerances of the differences in the result of try out. In other hand the 

reliability result of the measurement, there is reliability of the 

instrument. The result of validity refers to inconsistency the result 

repetition of the test. 

 

B. Reading 

1. Nature of Reading 

Reading is a process which is done by the reader to get information. 

Tarigan (2008:7) said that reading is a process which is done by the reader 

to get message that will be delivered by the writer through written 

language. From linguistic side, reading is recording and decoding process. 

A decoding aspect relates the written word to the oral language meaning 

that cover changing of written or place become sound that have meaning. 

Reading can be regarded as a process to understand the implicit meaning in 

the written form, seeing the meaning of written word 

(Finocchiaro,1987:77).  The relation degree between meaning which 

carried by writer and reader’s interpretation will determine reading 

accuracy. The meaning of reading is not located  on the written page but 

reader’s thought.  

To help students’ comprehension written material in the text. The 

students should be given the knowledge and the ability to be able to read 

other material with ease and enjoyment. With guidance, they should be able 

to turn to books freely with a feeling of pleasure and the original. 
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2. The Purpose of Reading 

The main goal of reading is to search for and read information, 

including the content, understand the meaning. Meaning, the meaning 

closely related to the purpose or intensive reading. There are some things 

that are important in reading. 

a) Reading to find or know the discoveries made by the characters, what 

happens to the characters. Read to obtain detailed information or called 

reading for details 

b) Reading to find out why it is a good and interesting topics, issues 

contained in the story, nothing is learned or experienced figures 

summarize what things are done by the leaders to achieve their goals or 

also called reading for main idea. 

c) Reading to discover or find out what is happening on any part of the 

story, what happened at first, and so on, each stage is made to solve a 

problem. read to know the order or commonly referred as reading for 

sequences or organization. 

d) Reading to find out why the characters and feel what way they were, 

what was to be shown by the author to the reader, why the characters 

change, the qualities possessed by the characters that makes them 

succeed or fail. This reading is called the inference reading or reading 

for inference. 
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e) Reading to find and know what is unusual, not fair on the person's 

character, what was funny in the story, or whether the story is true or 

not true, as it is called reading to classify. 

f) Reading to find out whether the characters succeed or live with certain 

sizes, whether we want to do as it is done by a character, or work the 

way the characters in the story. This reading is called reading assess, 

evaluate reading or reading to evaluate. 

g) Reading to find out how to change character, how his life is different 

from life as we know how the two stories have similarities, and how the 

character resembles readers. This reading is called to read or reading to 

compare or contrast(Tarigan, 2000: 9-11). 

 

3. The types of Reading activities  

In teaching of reading, the reading teacher follows the common 

procedure, such as pre- reading, Whilst- Reading activities, and Post-

Reading activities. It is easier for the reading teacher to do a procedure 

since those procedures are clearly stated in the material. 

There are 3 points of English reading material to increase student’s 

reading ability : 

a. Pre- Reading activities 

When the teacher started teaching reading he directly deal with 

the exercises in the pre-reading section as described earlier. In this 

section contains a few question for class discussion, the discussion, 

willbe focused on the students background of knowledge of the text. 
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b. Whilst- Reading Activities 

Theoretically in whilst-reading, the reading teacher tells the 

students what they should do with the reading text, they can start 

studying the comprehension. It can help students understand the content 

of the text. There are the activities in this section ; reading carefully, 

finding the main idea, answering the question, identifying the unknown 

vocabulary. 

c. Post-Reading Activities 

Post- reading activities contains question for assessment. The 

question’s aim to asses students deep to make comprehension text, for 

this students will be asked to make a brief summary of text (Penny, 

2009).  

 

4. Reading Techniques 

Reading techniques plays an important role in understanding 

reading material, the facility student to read efficiently, the student would 

not obviously use the same kind of reading technique in studying a book, 

magazines or Newspaper (Donald,1987: 299). 

According to Donald (1987:299-302) there are four reading 

techniques as follows: 

a. Skimming 

It is reading quickly to find key concepts and main ideas. 

Skimming is useful to be applied in reading, by skimming we glancing 

rapidly through a text to determine its gist. 
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The aims of skimming are : 

- Get the preview of materials 

- Get the select title 

- Get the main idea 

b. Scanning  

It is reading quickly to find specific information with the intends 

to look for the details information from the materials, this technique 

depends on many purpose or question that has determined before.The 

aims of scanning are : 

- To find particular date 

- To find particular name 

c. Preview 

It is reading rapidly to get a general idea of materials which will 

be reread with detail. Step in preview, are : 

- Read the title 

- Look at any picture 

- Read the first sentence of each paragraph 

- Read the last paragraph or at least the last sentence. 

d. Directed Reading 

It is lesson format commonly associated with the formal reading 

program, and this technique has function. The function of directed 

reading is that the students can read something by conditional and 

current phenomena. It could improve the students’ knowledge. 
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5. The Component of Reading Comprehension 

To understand the meaning of the text, the reader should know the 

component of reading. According to Donald (1987 :31-38) there are six 

components of reading comprehension 

a. Decoding knowledge 

Knowledge used to determine the oral equivalent of written 

word, it is important for comprehension when determinant the oral 

equivalent of a word to help a reader, identify meaning this is 

frequently true for relatively unfamiliar with printed of many words, 

knowing how to determine the oral equivalent of written words. 

Enables beginning readers to access the meaning of the most words in 

their oral language. 

b. Vocabulary Knowledge 

Knowledge about word meaning used to determine the 

appropriate meaning for word in a particularly content, vocabulary 

knowledge is important at all grade levels, but is particularly important 

aspect of reading instruction as develop and explore less familiar 

subject offers with some what specialized vocabularies. 

c. Syntactic 

Knowledge of word order ruler that determine, the grammatical 

function and sometimes the meaning and pronunciation of word, 

syntactic knowledge, includes understanding word order rules that exist 

within sentence and permit you to determine the grammatical function 
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and often meaning and pronunciation of words, familiarity with the 

more complex syntactic patterns in English becomes especially 

important as children develop reading ability and as the structure of the 

sentences they encounter while reading becomes more complicated. 

d. Discourse Knowledge 

Knowledge of language organization at units beyond the single 

sentence level and it includes knowledge of structure organization of 

different types of writing. 

e. Readiness Aspect 

Traditionally, refers to the students’ ability to be benefit, from 

initial reading instruction and refers to the students’ ability to read and 

understand a particularly selection. 

f. Effective  aspect 

Reading comprehension includes both interest and attitude; these 

increase motivation and facilitate reading comprehension. This to 

facilitate comprehension, always make reading and reading instruction 

as interesting and enjoyable as possible, effective aspect are important 

to consider at age and grade. 

 

6. Teaching of Reading 

The purpose of teaching reading is the development the student’s 

mastery in reading. So the duty of the teacher is to make sure that the 
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process of the teaching reading become a satisfying experience for 

students. 

According to Harmer (1996:111-112 ) there are six skills that must 

be carried out in teaching reading such as : 

  

a. Predictive Skill 

The efficient reader predict what he is going to read and the 

process of understanding the next is the process of seeing how the 

content of the text matches up to these prediction. In the first instance 

his prediction will be the result of the expectation he has. As he 

continues to read however, his prediction will change as receives more 

information. 

b. Extracting specific information 

Very often the reader is involved in the use of receptive skills for 

sole purpose of extracting specific information. In other word the 

reader, for example, may look at a piece of written language not in 

order to understand it all, but the purpose of finding out only one or 

two facts. He may quickly read a firm revue only to find out the name 

of the star, this skill is often called scanning. 

c. Getting the general picture 

Readers often read to something because they want to get the 

general picture. In other word they want to read something for example, 

and as results of their reading have a general idea of main points of 

what they read. It is the main points that they are interested in, not the 
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detail. Indeed the skill of reading in order to get the general picture 

often called skimming. 

d. Inferring opinion and attitude 

A reader often has to be able to work out what the writer’s 

opinion and attitude are, particularly since they are not always directly 

stated. The experienced reader will know , from various clues he 

receives while reading, whether  the writer approves of the topic he is 

discussing, either his opinion of the personality is describing favorable 

or not. 

e. Recognizing function and discourse markers. 

It is an important part of understanding how text is constructed. 

When they read this phrase will be followed by an example. If they 

read in other word, a concept will be explained in different way. 

f. Deducing meaning from the text 

The deducing of the meaning is important for language user who 

will often meet unknown words and we will try to train students in the 

same way to guess the meaning of unknown words. It should be said.Of 

course, for a native speaker or foreign language user there is point at 

which they are not able to deduce meaning from the context where her 

are great number of words that they do not understand 

. 
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7. The Strategies of Reading Comprehension 

For most foreign language learner, reading comprehension is 

primarily a matter of developing appropriate, efficient comprehension 

strategies. The ten strategies of reading comprehension which can be 

practically applied in teaching reading comprehension, as follows (Brown, 

2000: 306-310): 

a. Identifying the purpose in reading 

Efficient reading consists of identifying the purpose of reading 

something. By doing so, students know what students looking for and 

can take out the important information in a text. So that, before the 

students read a text, the students should determine what the purpose is. 

b. Using grapheme rules and patterns to aid in bottom-up decoding 

(especially for beginning level readers) 

At the beginning learner English, one of the difficulties 

students find in learning to read is making correspondences between 

spoken and written English. In many cases, students have introduced 

with oral language and have some difficulty in spelling English.  

c. Using efficient silent reading technique for relatively rapid 

comprehension (for intermediate to advance readers) 

If the teacher teaches beginning level students, this particular 

strategy will not apply because they are still struggling with the control 

of a limited vocabulary and grammatical patterns. Intermediate to 
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advance level students need to not be speed readers, but teacher can 

help students increase efficiency by teaching a few silent reading like; 

do not need to pronounce each word, try to visually sense more than 

one word at the a time, unless a word is absolutely crucial to global 

understanding, skip over it and try to conclude the meaning from the 

context. 

d. Skimming the text for main ideas 

Skimming consists of quickly running one’s eyes across a 

whole of the text for its summary. Skimming gives readers the 

advantage of being able to predict the purpose of the passage, the main 

topic, or message, and possibly some of the developing or supporting 

ideas. The teacher can teach students to skim passage by giving them, 

say, thirty seconds to look through a few pages of material, close the 

books, and tell to the teacher what students learned. 

e. Scanning the text for specific information 

Scanning is quickly searching for some particular pieces of 

information in a text. Scanning exercise may ask students to look for 

names or dates, to find a definition of a key concept or to list a certain 

number of supporting details. The aim of scanning is to summarize 

specific information without reading through the whole text. 

f. Using semantic mapping or clustering 

The strategy of semantic mapping or grouping ideas into 

meaningful cluster helps the reader to provide some order to the 
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disturbance. Making such semantic maps can be done individually and 

also can make for productive group work technique as students 

hierarchy to a passage.  

g. Guessing when you are not certain 

The reader may not certain in the meaning of a word, 

grammatical relationship (e.g. a pronoun reference), content message 

etc. The key of successful guessing is to make it reasonable accurate. 

Teacher can help students to become accurate guessers by encouraging 

students to use effective compensation strategies in which students fill 

gaps in students’ competence by intelligent attempt to use whatever 

clues are available to the gaps. 

h. Analyzing vocabulary 

One way for students to make guessing is when students do not 

immediately identify a word. In this case, students must analyze it. The 

several techniques are look for prefixes, suffixes, roots that are 

familiar, etc. 

i. Distinguish between literal and implied meanings. 

This requires the application of top-down processing skills. The 

fact that not all language can be interpreted appropriately by attending 

to the literal, syntactic surface structure makes special demands on 

readers. Implied meaning usually has to be derived from processing 

pragmatic information. 
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j. Capitalize or discourse markers to process relationship. 

Many discourse markers in English signal relationships among 

ideas as expressed through phrases, clauses, and sentences. A clear 

comprehension of markers can greatly enhance students’ reading 

efficiency. 

8. Principles for designing interactive reading techniques 

Not only the strategy of students’ reading comprehension, but also the 

role of the teacher in designing interactive reading. There are some 

principles for designing interactive reading techniques: 

a. An interactive curriculum, make sure that you don’t overlook the 

importance of specific instruction in reading skill. 

b. Use technique that are intrinsically motivating. 

c. Balance authentically and readability in choosing texts. 

d. Encourage the development of reading strategies. 

e. Include both bottom up and top down techniques. 

f. Follow the “ SQ3R” sequence (Survey, Question, Read, Recite, 

Review). 

g. Subdivide your techniques into pre-reading, during- reading, and after 

reading phases. 

h. Build in some evaluative aspect to your techniques (Brown, 2000:306). 
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9. Success in Language Learning 

Transfer of Learning is a process of giving material from the teacher 

to the students or the pupil. Teaching learning process will success when 

there is a good of transfer of learning. According to Winkel in Nurlela 

(2002:21). There are five factors influencing positive learning transfer such 

as: 

a. Learning process 

Transfer of learning can occur after students can comprehend 

lesson material seriously. The success of comprehension itself depends 

on the seriousness of learning motivation and concentration degree of 

relevance, elements.  

b.  Result of study 

There is a result of the study that more limited. Because of that, 

the possibility for transfer in other subject of study will more limit. The 

other way, there are result of study that contain possibility to be 

transferred widely to other subject of study. 

Not only for success in education learning, but also students 

should success in language learning. According to Harmer (1987), the 

success of language learning is not only depends on the result of the 

students, the ability of the students, but also the process. Motivation is 

one of thing which support the success in learning process. In this aspect 

means that the motivation of the teacher during teaching learning process 

is also important. 
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10. Success in learning Reading 

Success in learning reading is not only read the text, but also 

comprehend the text. According to Harmer (1987), success in learning 

reading are the job of the teacher and the students. Most of students will not 

do a lot of reading by themselves unless they are encourage to do so by 

their teachers. The role of teacher is crucial. The teacher needs to promote 

reading and persuade students of its benefits. Having persuaded the 

students about the benefits of reading, the teacher can organize reading 

programmers where teacher indicate to students how many books that they 

read. The teacher can explain how the students can make their choice of 

what to read. Because students should be allowed to choose their own 

reading text, following their own likes and interests, they will not all be 

reading the same texts at once. Because of this reason, the teacher should 

encourage the students to report back on their reading. 

Furthermore, one of the teacher’s role is approach. The teacher can 

be students’ counselor when the students want to ask something what they 

read. 

11. Improving Reading Comprehension and Reading Skill 

Improving reading skill is not easy for us. Reading need to be 

promoted so that the learners can cope more and more sophisticated texts 

and tasks and deal with them efficiently: quickly, appropriately and 

skillfully. The following tasks invites us to look at the characteristics of 
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efficient reading and think of ourselves about how the student would affect 

teaching (Penny, 2009:147). 

 

C. Relevant Research 

To make this research is different from another research here are 

the relevant research. 

1.  The study was relevant with the previous study that there is correlation 

between Writing self-efficacy beliefs and final examination score in a 

writing course among a group of Arab EFL trainee- teachers.  

The researcher examined the students’ability in writing to 

accurately predict their course standing. The researcher concluded that 

when student’s predictions are below outcomes, subsequent 

performance improves, and when predictions are above outcomes, 

subsequent performance deteriorates.  

Based on the previous study the correlation between self-

efficacy beliefs and final examination score in a writing course among 

a group of Arab EFL trainee- teachers. The result of the study showed 

that there is correlation between them.  There are significant and 

correlation between trainee- teacher’s final examination of their 

writing and their GPA. 

2. The second relevant research was “ The correlation between English 

National Examination of SMP and Their Reading Comprehension in 

the First Grade of SMA N 1 Ajibarang 2001/2002. 

The research aimed to know the correlation between English 
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National Examination of SMP and Their Reading Comprehension in 

the SMA N 1 Ajibarang 2001/2002. The research was used descriptive 

method. The data was used test and also documentation. Based on the 

result of the study, it showed that there is no significant correlation 

between English National Examination Score and Their Reading 

Comprehension in the First Grade of SMA N 1 Ajibarang. 

   

D. Basic Assumption 

1. The students’ mastery in learning process can be seen from his or her 

result of the study. 

2. The success in gaining knowledge and students ability as the result of the 

study. 

3. The ability of other skill can be predicted from their reading 

comprehension. 

 

E. Hypothesis 

The writer assumes that there is significant correlation between 

students’ English national examination score of SMP and their reading 

comprehension at the first grade students of SMA N 1 Rembang in academic 

year 2013/2014  
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