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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

 

A. Background of the research 

National examination is an examination which is conducted by the 

government UU RI no 20 year 2003 (Arifin, 2010:63-64). In Indonesia, 

National examination is carried out for once a year. National examination is 

not only for elementary school, but also junior and senior high school. 

National examination was first initiated in Indonesia in 1985 for four core 

subjects: mathematics, science, Indonesian language and English. The  

purposes of its administration are firstly to map the quality of education 

service across regions and secondly to set criterion for graduation. For English 

subject, despite change in curricular approach, reading has been the dominant 

skill tested (Aziez, 2011:16-17).Almost the number of reading comprehension 

question is more than other skill. As we know the language input mainly can 

be gotten from reading. According to the research gathered by the National 

Reading Panel (2002), reading is dependent upon a number of factors 

including a child’s world knowledge, vocabulary and memory skills. All the 

skills children must acquire in their lives. Reading is the most critical one for 

future success in school as well as throughout life. 

Reading is also something crucial and indispensable for the students 

because the success of their study depends on the greater part of their ability 

toread. Cathy Healy in 1997said that: 
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“Reading is the most critical skill for future success in school as well as 
throughout life. If their reading skill is poor they are very likely to fail in their 
study or at least they will have difficulty in making progress. On the other 
hand, if they have a good ability in reading, they will have a better chance to 
succeed in their study.” 

 

Having good reading comprehension for their reading skill will make 

the students are easy to do their national examination, because the number of 

English national examination question is dominated by reading skill. By using 

score of national examination, reading comprehension of the students can be 

known. Students who get good score of their English national examination in 

SMP are predicted have good score of reading in their SMA. 

Furthermore, to know students’ score of English national examination 

(NEM) can be taken by National Examination. National Examination is one 

part of evaluation (Arifin, 2013:61-64). There are many ways to evaluate the 

students, one of them is by examination. Examination also can evaluate 

language in this case is English. The way to measure skill in learning English is 

by having an evaluation (Nurlela, 2002:11). The example of evaluation at the 

secondary school are formative test and National Examination. In order to pass 

Junior high School, the students have to follow the National Examination 

which is conducted the end of the final academic year for all level and 

programs of education. National Examination consists of four subjects, one of 

them is English. At the Senior High School that subject is also learned. When 

the students’ national examination score is good, it is predicted the studying 

that subject will be also good. In this study the writer wants to know whether 

there is Correlation Between Junior High School Students’ English National 
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Examination Score and Their Reading Comprehension at Senior High School.  

National score of examination or we called it NEM is the result of the 

process during the whole activity. Final score which is obtained by National 

Examination has a pro and contra (Arifin, 2013:64-65). Some people who 

agree with the national examination result said that it can measure the students’ 

ability. However people who disagree with national examination said that 

students who get good score of  English national examination score do not 

always have good score of their English in SMA especially in reading score. It 

means that it has change.  

Although, the question in English national examination the number of 

reading comprehension question is more than other, from the whole total of the 

questions. If the students master their reading comprehension, the students will 

get good score in their result of study. When they get good score in their 

national examination, they are predicted to get good score in their reading  

comprehension, they are able to do national examination when they are in 

grade 12. But the fact is not always like the writer predicted. Based on the fact 

the writer chooses the topic. 

 

B. Reason for choosing the topic 

The researcher has some reasons to choose the topic, as belows: 

1. The researcher assumes that the number of question in English subject 

for national examination is dominated by reading skill. 

2. The researcher assumes that when students’ English national score of 

junior high school is good, they are hoped that their reading 
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comprehension at senior high school is also good. 

 

C. Problem of the research 

Based on the background of the research, the problem of the research is 

“ Whether there is a correlation between junior high school students’ English 

national examination score and their reading comprehension at senior high 

school”. 

 

D. The objective of the Research 

The researcher is aimed to find out whether there is significant 

correlation or not between junior high school students’ English national 

examination score and their reading comprehension at senior high school“. 

 

E. The contribution of the Research  

The result of the study is expected to give information to us when the 

students’ English national examination score are good their reading 

comprehension are also good. By the result of the study is expected to give 

information when people looking for worker or employee they could see from 

the National Examination Score. In other side, by this result the result of study 

is expected that teacher will treat the students properly. 
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