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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

 

A. Background of the Research 

Writing is an act of expressing ideas by combining word by word into 

a paragraph or text. It is as the mental work of inventing ideas, thinking, 

about how to express them, and organizing them into statements and 

paragraphs that will be clear to a reader (Nunan, 2003: 88). It is also a process 

and what the writers write is often heavily influenced by constraints of genre, 

then these elements have to be presented in learning activities (Harmer, 2004: 

86). In conclusion, writing is a process of delivering ideas and expressing 

them by combining word by word into  a good sentence or paragraph. 

Writing plays an important role for communication. Through writing, 

people can inform others about something. It is supported by Pardiyono, 

(2007: 4) that writing not only delivers the information, message, or ideas in 

the form of sentence grammatically, but also it gives information or ideas to 

be written in the form of text. In short, writing is a very important 

communication tool in the written form. 

In learning English, students are expected to be able to deliver their 

ideas into the written form. However, students’ writing competence in 

Indonesia is low. The reason is that writing is a mixture of ideas, vocabulary 
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and grammar. In short, the students have to share their ideas and choose as 

well as the vocabulary in order to make a meaningful piece of writing. 

Based on the syllabus of English lesson for second grade students of 

Junior High School, one of the text that will be learnt by the students is 

narrative. Narrative text is a kind of text with the function to amuse, entertain, 

and to deal with actual or vicarious experience in different ways (Mukarto, 

2007: 123-124). In writing narrative text, the students not only combined 

words into a text, but also should know the generic structure and language 

features of narrative so that the story will be well arranged.  

Based on the pre-observation on the 6
th

 December 2013 in one of 

Junior High Schools in Cilacap, the teacher still used conventional technique 

in teaching writing. The conventional technique means that the teacher is only 

the person who speaks in front of the class and the students just sat and 

listened to the teacher’s explanation. The teacher only taught the material 

without  gave a chance for the students to write something. The teacher also 

had not used media or technique so, the students had not interested with the 

teacher’s explanation. Using conventional technique and without any media 

or technique that was used by the teacher will make the students difficult in 

composing an essay. 

In order to make it easier for the students to write a text, the teacher 

has to change the conventional technique of teaching. The Know-Want-Learn 

(KWL) technique is one of the techniques that can be used for teaching 

writing.  
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KWL is a technique that can be used to activate the students’ prior 

knowledge and extend KWL table to confirm their prior knowledge and what 

they have learned. KWL technique also helps teachers keep students 

interested as they think about what they want to know and what they have 

learned because it gives freedom for them to decide what they would like to 

learn. KWL technique is able to help students to associate their ideas with 

their interest at the same time (Bailey, 2002: 1). 

KWL provides a structure for recalling what students know about a 

topic, generating a list of questions about what they want to know, and finally 

listing what has been learned. It is used in the form of table. The table has 

three columns. The first column is K (Know). In the K column, the students 

have to write everything they know about the topic. In the W (Want) column 

the students then generate a list of question about what they want to know 

about the topic. Then, the students answer the questions in the L column and 

add the information that have learned from the material. In applying this 

technique, the students can work in groups, pairs, and individual. 

KWL technique also has several advantages: (1) activating the 

students’ background knowledge about the topic, (2) deciding what they 

would like to learn about the subject, and (3) giving a freedom for the 

students to explore their ideas about the topic. 

On the other hand, KWL technique also has disadvantages: (1) it 

needs much time so, the teacher should be discipline in managing the time, 
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and (2) the class will be noisy so that the teacher will encounter difficulties in 

monitoring the students. 

Several research have used KWL technique, which is able to help the 

students in reading class (Susanti, 2011: 43). By applying the technique, the 

topics are easier to understand by the students and they are interested to learn 

more. Nasution, et al (2012: 3) in her article states that KWL technique is one 

of the technique that can be used for teaching reading. The students become 

more enthusiastic in the teaching learning process. They are easier in 

comprehending the text. 

By conducting this research, it is expected to give the benefits for the 

teacher and the students in the teaching learning process particularly in terms 

of curriculum and pedagogy. In terms of curriculum, KWL technique can be 

included as a variation technique for teaching writing. In terms of pedagogy, 

the teacher can apply this technique in teaching all of genre of the text in the 

class. KWL technique helps the teacher to create a classroom activity be more 

active and interesting. By applying this technique, the students will be easier 

in comprehending the topics and delivering their ideas into a writing. 

B. Reason for Choosing the Topic 

This topic is chosen because: 

1. The students still get difficulties in writing. They do not have any idea 

to write something. 
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2. KWL technique is an interesting way that can involve the students to 

be an active thinker. It is a chart that can be used to make a concept 

about some topics that will help the students to write a paragraph. 

3. KWL technique makes the students easy in organizing their ideas. 

C. Problem of the Research 

The problem of this research can be formulated as: 

“Is KWL technique effective for teaching writing?” 

D. Aim of the Research 

The aim of the research is to examine the effectiveness of KWL 

technique for teaching writing. 
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