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CHAPTER II 

THEORITICAL REVIEW 

 

A. The Nature of Vocabulary 

1. Definition of Vocabulary 

Vocabulary is a fundamental requirement that influence students’ 

achievement in learning English especially English as Foreign 

Language. Hornby (1995) states vocabulary as the total number of 

word, which makes up language. Hiebert and Kamil (2005: 3) argue 

that vocabulary is the knowledge of meanings of words. Knowledge of 

words comes in at least two forms; oral and print. In addition, according 

to Hanson and Jennifer (2011) vocabulary refers to words we use to 

communicate in oral and print language. 

Pikulski and Templeton in Setiaji (2001:5) defines vocabulary as 

the sum of words that are used and understood by language user. Hence, 

the students are not able to grasp the information from the passage 

without having proficiency in vocabulary mastery. The aim of the 

vocabulary mastery is to make students have a good language 

proficiency, which depends on the quality and quantity of the students’ 

efforts in improving that. 
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Another opinion comes from Webster (1989: 978) defines that 

vocabulary is a list of words and sometimes a phrase usually arranged 

in alphabetical order define a dictionary glossary or lexicon. 

From the experts’ definitions, it can be inferred that vocabulary is 

a set of words that have meaning in which used in a particular language 

and it should be improved during the learning process in order to have 

students’ vocabulary mastery of having high proficiency in English 

language due to its prominent role. 

2. Type of Vocabulary 

Some experts divide vocabulary into two types: active and passive 

vocabulary. Harmer in Mohfareh (2015) distinguishes between these 

two types of vocabulary. The first type of vocabulary refers to the one 

that the students have been taught and that they are expected to be able 

to use. Meanwhile, the second one refers to the words which the 

students will recognize when they meet them, but which they will 

probably not be able to pronounce. Hatch and Brown (1995) indicate 

two kinds of vocabulary, namely receptive vocabulary and productive 

vocabulary. 

a. Receptive Vocabulary 

Receptive vocabulary is words that students recognize and 

understand when they are used in context, but which they cannot 

produce. It is vocabulary that students recognize when they see or 

meet in reading text but do not use in speaking and writing. 
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b. Productive Vocabulary 

Productive vocabulary is words that the students understand and 

can pronounce correctly and use constructively in speaking and 

writing. It involves what is needed for receptive vocabulary plus the 

ability to speak or write at the appropriate time. Therefore, it can be 

addressed as an active process, since the students can produce the 

words to express their thoughts to others. 

In relation to kinds of vocabulary, Nation (2001) states four kinds 

of vocabulary in the text:  

a. High frequency words 

The vocabulary that frequently appear in a written text or words 

in spoken. It covers a very large proposition of the running words 

in spoken and written texts and occur in all kinds of uses of the 

language. High frequency words are evidence almost 80% until 

95% in the written or spoken form. For example, do, make, say, 

live,etc. 

b. Academic words 

Academic vocabulary is variously known as generally useful 

scientific vocabulary. Typically, academic vocabulary list include 

words like accumulate, achieve, compound, complex, and 

proportion which are common in academic texts and not so 

common elsewhere. Academic vocabulary makes up about 9% of 

the running words in the text. It is very important for anyone using 
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English for academic purposes. Examples of academic 

vocabulary are: perceive, role, available, etc.  

c. Technical words 

Technical vocabulary is vocabulary that is very closely related to 

the topic and subject area of the text. These vocabularies include 

indigenous, regeneration, and timber. These vocabularies are 

reasonably common in a topic area but not so common elsewhere. 

Technical words like these words make up about 5% of the 

running words in the text. 

d. Low frequency words 

These are the words of moderate frequency that did not manage 

to get into high frequency list. They make up over 5% of the 

words in an academic text.  

3. Aspects of Vocabulary 

In learning vocabulary, there are some considerations which should 

be learnt by the students. Students should learn all the aspects of 

vocabulary as Lado in Mardianawati (2012:10) clarifies four aspects are 

follows: 

a. Meaning 

Making the students become independent learner which will be 

able to deal with new lexis and expand their vocabulary beyond the 

lesson is the most important aspect of vocabulary teaching. 

Accordingly, guided discovery, contextual guesswork and using 
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dictionaries should be the main ways to deal with discovering 

meaning. 

b. Spelling 

Spelling is important in learning vocabulary because it aids in 

reading and writing. Not only that, but it also helps to strengthen the 

connection that is shared between sounds and letters. 

c. Pronunciation 

Learning pronunciation is difficult because it is not related to 

the spelling, nevertheless it should be learnt intensively, good 

pronunciation is one of requirements of understandable verbal 

communication. Pronouncing a word also enables students to recall 

it longer and identify it more readily when it is heard and read. 

d. Word classes 

Word classes are the categories of word, including nouns, verbs, 

adverbs, and prepositions. Word class is an important feature 

analysis. The classification of the words of a language in depending 

on their function in communication. 

e. Word use 

Word use is how a word phrase, or concept is used in a language. 

Lexicographers gather sample of written or spoken instance where a 

word is used and analyzed them to determine patterns of regional or 

social usage as well as meaning. Word use also involves grammar 

and thus be the subject of profound analysis.  
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4. Teaching Vocabulary 

Teaching is showing or helping someone to learn on how to do 

something, give instruction, guide, in the study of something, provide 

with knowledge, cause to know or understand. According to Hornby 

(1995: 125), “teaching” is defined as giving instruction to somebody’s 

knowledge, skill, and etc. Vocabulary plays an important role in 

language learning. The important of development of rich vocabulary is 

important thing that students acquire the language learning. The 

vocabulary that is taught in the school depends on the objective of the 

course and the amount of time available for teaching. 

Students should master vocabulary adequately to support the four 

skills, the mastery deals with the ability to master words and words 

meaning. According to Kieran (2000), six principles in teaching 

vocabulary are follows: 

a. Teacher should choose useful words 

Teacher should choose words that will be useful for their 

students to learn. Useful words are words that students will meet 

often, or need to use often in their language use situations. 

b. Teacher should let students do the work 

Far too often it is teachers who do all the work for their learners 

by providing definitions, sentences etc. While helping students 

with difficult definitions is necessary, it is probably more 

meaningful for learners to do the work themselves. One way to 
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approach this is to set students the task of learning the words for 

themselves in preparation for class. That way they can then bring 

along to class any questions or problems they are having with the 

words and the teacher can address these. 

c. Teacher should focus on different aspects of a word 

There is much more to a word than just its meaning. For 

example, amongst other things, students can learn a word’s stress 

(accent), its collocations and word family members, its 

grammatical patterns and word parts etc. Students can enrich their 

knowledge of a word, and perhaps remember it better, by learning 

more of these different aspects.  

d. Teacher should provide meaningful learning opportunities 

It is not enough to simply tell students the meanings of words 

or get them to only study words out of context. They need 

opportunities to see or hear target words in a meaningful context, 

and opportunities to use target words in meaningful writing and 

speaking tasks. Challenging students to find these words in reading 

or listening passages and use these words in particular writing and 

speaking tasks is a simple way to approach this. The provision of 

these opportunities is the main job of a vocabulary teacher. 

e. Teacher should implement a regular testing schedule 

Along with directly teaching and studying new words, and 

seeing and using them in context, students should be tested 
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regularly. Testing can be used to give students feedback on their 

success and/or failure to learn and use the target words and 

motivate them to study vocabulary. At the very least, regular 

testing can provide students with a chance to retrieve newly learnt 

words from their memories and use them in a meaningful way. 

Good vocabulary tests will have a balance of vocabulary 

understanding (receptive) and vocabulary use (productive) tasks. 

f. Teacher should be patient with their students 

Students constantly forget words they have learnt. This is 

part of the learning process. However this can often frustrate 

teachers. It is important that teachers remain patient with their 

learners and allow them a lot of opportunities to see, use and revise 

new vocabulary in a positive learning environment. A patient 

teacher can reduce the anxiety levels in a classroom and this can in 

turn have a positive effect on vocabulary learning. 

 

Students will be able to grasp the number of vocabulary from the 

passage using their way of thinking yet the teacher’s delivery can be 

one of factor influencing students’ mastery. Some techniques in 

teaching them are teachers’ efforts to improve their students’ 

achievement, commonly, there are several techniques concerning the 

teaching vocabulary. However, there a few things that have to be 

remembered by most English teachers if they want to present a new 
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vocabulary or lexical items to their students. It means that the teachers 

want students to remember new words. Then, it needs to be learnt, 

practiced, and revised to prevent students from disremembering. Here 

are some techniques of teaching vocabulary as stated by Brewster, Ellis, 

and Girard (1992). 

a. Using Objects 

Using this technique includes the use of realia, visual aids, and 

demonstration. They can function to help students in remembering 

vocabulary better, because our memory for objects and pictures is 

very reliable and visual techniques can act as cues for remembering 

words (Takac, 2008). In addition, Gaims & Redman (1986) state 

that real objects technique is appropriately employed for beginners 

or young learners and when presenting concrete vocabulary. 

Objects can be employed to show meanings when the vocabulary 

consist of concrete nouns, introducing a new word by showing the 

real object often helps students to memorize the word through 

visualization. 

 

b. Drawing 

Object can either be drawn on the whiteboard or drawn on flash 

cards. The latter can be used again and again in different contexts 

if they are made with cards and covered in plastic. They can help 

students easily understand and realize the main points of the words. 
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c. Using Illustrations and Pictures 

Pictures connect students’ prior knowledge to a new story, and in 

the process, help them to learn new words. There are plenty of 

vocabularies that can be introduced by using illustration or 

pictures. The list of pictures includes: posters, flashcards, wall 

charts, magazine pictures, board drawing, stick figures and 

photographs. Nowadays many readers, vocabulary books and 

course books contain a vast number of attractive pictures that 

present the meaning of basic words. Visual support helps students 

recognize that meaning and helps to make words more memorable. 

d. Contrast 

Some words are easily explained to students by contracting it with 

its opposite, for instance, the word “good” contrasted with “bad”, 

otherwise some words are not. It is almost impossible to contras 

the words whose opposite is the gradable one. When the word 

“white” is contrasted with the word “black”, there is an “in 

between” word “grey”. Furthermore, verb “contras” means to show 

a differences, like photos that reveal how much weight someone 

lost by contrasting the “before” and “after” shots. 

e. Enumeration 

An enumeration is a collection of items that is a complete, ordered 

listing of all of the items in that collection. It can be used to present 

meaning. In other words, this technique helps when any word is 
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difficult to explain visually. We can say “clothes” and explain this 

by enumerating or listing various items. Teacher may list a number 

of clothes e.g a dress, a skirt, trouser, etc, and then the meaning of 

the word “clothes” will became clear. 

f. Mime, Expressions and Gestures 

Klipple (1994) in Mofareh (2015) implies that mime or gesture is 

useful if it emphasizes the importance of gesture and facial 

expression on communication. At the essence, it can not only be 

used to indicate the meaning of a word found in reading passage, 

but also in speaking activity as it stresses mostly on 

communication. Many words can be introduced through mime, 

expression, and gestures. For example, adjective “sad”, “happy”; 

mime and taking a hat off you head to teach hat and so on. 

It is difficult or even impossible to explain the meaning of words 

using the real thing or in picture. Some actions in particular are 

probably better to explain by mime. Concept is like running or 

smoking are easy to present in this way, so are ways as walking, 

expression, and preposition. 

g. Guessing from Context 

Guessing from context as a way of dealing with unfamiliar 

vocabulary in unedited selections has been suggested widely by L1 

and L2 reading specialist. Nation and Coady (1988) in Mofareh 

(2015 ) claim that there are two type of contexts, the first type is 
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the context within the text, which includes morphological, 

semantic, and syntactic information in a specific text, while the 

second one is the general context, or non-textual context, which is 

the background knowledge the students have about the subject 

being read.learning from context not only includes learning  from 

extensive reading, but also learning from taking part in a 

conversation, and learning from listening to stories, films, 

television or radio (Nation,2001). In order to active guessing in a 

written or spoken text, there should be four elements available: the 

reader, the text, unknown words, and clues in the text including 

some knowledge about guessing. The absence of one of these 

elements may affect the students’ ability to guess. Furthermore, this 

technique encourage students to take risks and guess the meaning 

of words they do not know as much as possible. This will help them 

build up their self-confidence so that they can work out the 

meanings of words when they are on their own.  

h. Translation 

Even though translation does not create a need or motivation of the 

students to think about word meaning, in some situation translation 

could be effective for teachers, such as when dealing with 

incidental vocabulary (Thornbury,2002), checking students’ 

comprehension, and pointing out similarities or differences 

between first and second language, when these are likely to cause 
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errors. There are always some words that need to be translated, thus 

technique can save a lot of time. 

 

5. Vocabulary Learning 

Language learning strategies are specific actions taken by the 

learner to make learning easier, faster, more enjoyable, more self-

directed, and more transferable (Oxford, 1990:8). The students are 

emphasized to acquire the best way in learning vocabulary since these 

have different meaning in each context. Learning English vocabulary is 

a basic and very important part of learning the language. Learning a 

new vocabulary word means more than just understanding what the 

word means. To really learn new English words, students must 

understand them and be able to use the words correctly when speaking 

or writing. 

Nunan (1991: 168) sees language learning strategies as “the mental 

processes which learners employed to learn and use the target 

language.”  

During the lesson every student has their own learning style to gain 

the core of material given. Cognitive styles or learning styles have been 

defined as characteristic cognitive that serve as relatively stable 

indicator of how students perceive, interact with, and respond to the 

learning environment. Nunan (1991) identifies the kinds of students’ 

learning styles: 
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a. Concrete learning style 

These leaners tend to like games, picture, films, video, using 

cassettes, taking in pairs and practising English outside class. 

b. Analytical learning style 

These learners liked studying grammar, studying English books and 

reading newspapers, studying alone, finding their own mistakes and 

working on problems set by the teacher. 

c. Communicative learning style 

These leaners like to learn by watching, listening to native speakers, 

taking to friends in English and watching television in English, using 

English out of the class in shops, train, etc, learning new words by 

hearing them, and learning by conversation. 

d. Authority-oriented learning style 

These learners preferred the teacher to explain everything, liked to 

have their own textbook, to write everything in a notebook, to study 

grammar, learn by reading, and learn new words by seeing them. 

 

Cruz-Wiley (2010) states vocabulary instruction reveals that 

vocabulary can be learned indirectly, although some vocabulary must 

be taught directly. Indirectly vocabulary learning refers to the 

vocabulary that is learnt through the process of hearing and seeing 

word, through conversations with older siblings or adults, through 

being read to, and through explicit and meaningful of the word and to 
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be able to make sense of the word to use it in normal conversation and 

in writing paragraphs and essays. 

 

a. Indirect Vocabulary Learning 

Indirect vocabulary learning refers to the indirect way children learn the 

meaning of most of the words through everyday experiences with oral 

and written language. The following are some of the ways children can 

learn indirectly:  

a.1  Engaging students in daily conversation 

When children are engaged in conversation with others, especially 

with adults, they hear the repetition of the words and how these 

words are used in regular conversation. The more oral language 

experience children have, the more words and meanings of these 

words they will learn. 

a.2  Reading aloud daily to students 

Reading aloud should be daily practice. Providing opportunities to 

study particular unknown or unfamiliar words and engaging the 

children in conversations related to the book to prior knowledge 

and experiences or to build background when there is in prior 

knowledge. 

a.3  Providing time and opportunities 

When teacher and parents can engage children to on the exploration 

and selection of preferred readings or readings that will bring 
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answers to important questions, students learn to value reading and 

the more they read, the more word meanings they will learn. 

 

b. Direct Vocabulary learning 

Direct instructions is also important because it helps students learn 

difficult words than can guide them to a better comprehension of the 

reading. Usually these words can be related to a specific subject and are 

not part of the students’ daily instructional vocabulary experiences. The 

following are some guidelines that can help with direct vocabulary 

instruction: 

b.1  Teaching specific vocabulary words before the reading 

This practice can help students learn new words and comprehend 

the text given. 

b.2  Using the vocabulary taught in different contexts 

The more students use the words in different contexts during 

various periods of time, the more they are likely to learn the words. 

b.3  Repeating vocabulary exposure  

The more children see, hear, read or write specific words, the better 

they learn these words. Repeated exposure to words in different 

texts promotes active engagement an increase comprehension. 
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6. Issues of Vocabulary Development 

A strong vocabulary, both written and spoken, requires more than 

a dictionary. According to Texas Education Agency (2002) In fact, it 

requires an educational commitment to overcoming four obstacles: the 

size of the task (the number of words students need to learn is 

exceedingly large), the differences between spoken and written English, 

the limitations of information sources including dictionaries, and the 

complexity of word knowledge (simple memorization is not enough). 

Helping students to develop a strong reading vocabulary requires 

more than having them look up words in a dictionary. Rather, students 

need instruction that will help them acquire new word knowledge and 

develop strategies to enable them to increase the depth of that 

knowledge over time. To help students develop word knowledge in 

breadth and depth, we must first recognize four fundamental obstacles, 

and then develop teaching practices to address those obstacles: 

a. The size of the Task 

We know that, on average, students add 2,000-3,000 words a year 

to their reading vocabularies. Individual differences in vocabulary 

size also involve large numbers. Some students may know 

thousands more words than other students in the same classroom. 

As a teacher, you know the difference this can make: students who 

know the meanings of many words catch on to and understand new 
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ideas and concepts much faster than do those students with limited 

vocabularies. 

b. The Differences Between Spoken English and Written English 

Most spoken language, and especially the language of face-to-face 

conversation, is less rich and varied in vocabulary use than is 

written language. This is partly because speakers have a variety of 

communicative tools at their disposal — gestures, tone of voice, and 

facial expression — that are not available to writers. In addition, 

conversations between friends involve shared knowledge, In 

conversation, accuracy of communication depends more on 

feedback from listeners than on getting what is said exactly right. 

c. Limitation of the Sources of Information About Words 

Learning on their own or as part of a lesson, students have three 

main sources of information about words: dictionaries, word parts, 

and context. All of these are important, but each is also problematic. 

Dictionaries. Although dictionary use is a main feature of most 

vocabulary instruction, many students do not receive the kind of 

instruction they need to learn how to use a dictionary effectively. 

Young students also often have difficulty choosing the appropriate 

meanings from a dictionary entry for an unknown word. Dictionary 

definitions that might be accurate for adults are often too convoluted 

for children to understand, and the simplified definitions found in 
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school dictionaries and glossaries often fail to adequately describe 

the word's meaning. 

Word parts. Students' ability to use word parts — prefixes, 

suffixes, and roots — to interpret new words can contribute greatly 

to their vocabulary growth. Nevertheless, word parts are not a 

completely reliable source of information about word meanings. To 

illustrate, consider pairs of words such as the following, which share 

recognizable parts, but which are not clearly related in meaning: 

casual/casualty, emerge/emergency, sign/resign, sign/design, 

awe/awful. 

Context. Students can acquire a great deal of vocabulary 

knowledge as they pick up the meanings of words from context as 

they read widely in appropriately challenging texts. However, the 

benefits of context are primarily long-term-a matter of gradually 

accumulating partial information about words as they are 

encountered repeatedly; the chance of learning the meaning of any 

particular word from one encounter with that word in context is 

rather slim. 

d. The Complexity of Word Knowledge 

When we talk about knowing a word, we mean knowing its 

definition. But knowing a word's definition is not the same thing as 

being able to use that word in speech and writing or to understand a 

text in which the word appears.  
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Vocabulary contains of function words and content words. 

Function words are words that have a syntactic function, that are 

used to alert a reader or speaker to the structure of the sentence. 

Without function words the sentence is unintelligible. 

Content words are the nouns, verbs, and adjectives that carry 

information in a text. Content words can be more or less concrete 

or abstract. Concrete words have a perceptible referent-for example, 

things, colors, sounds.  

 

B. The Nature of Word Wall 

Teaching English vocabulary for Junior High School needs appropriate 

strategy in order to students do not feel bored and become active during the 

lesson. One of the precise strategy of developing students’ motivation in 

classroom is applying Word Wall. A word wall is a group of words that are 

displayed on a wall, bulletin, board, chalkboard, or whiteboard in a 

classroom. Word Walls serve as permanent records of students’ language 

learning (Wagstaf, 1999). The word printed in a large font, hence these are 

evident to be seen by students in every seating area. According to Erin 

(2011) in Anggriani (2015), interactive word walls showcase well-selected 

words; they help teacher build a foundation for student content vocabulary 

comprehension. They also support word-learning strategies by highlighting 

root words, suffixes, prefixes, and their meanings. This help students decode 

meaning in text. Additionally, when students use the word walls they 
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become more conscious of words and definitions. This supports context 

comprehension and also helps students become aware of vocabulary in the 

world around them. 

The word wall is the tool that ties together effective teaching strategies 

and social interaction, the use of pictures and brief explanation for the words 

are simply remembered when the students come to the classroom by 

regularly seeing that media. 

1. Planning the Word Wall 

Before implementing the Word Wall strategy, teacher should follow 

some steps namely: 

a. Teacher locates an appropriate space in the classroom for the word 

wall.  The space needs to be large enough to allow for a collection 

of words to grow over the course of a unit and/or school year, and be 

prominent enough that all students can see it as part of everyday 

instruction and independent work time. 

b. Teacher decides how will display words: for example, on Velcro-

mounted index cards, laminated cardstock, magnetboard, or in a 

pocket chart.  Important considerations include the visibility of the 

words and the ease with which students can manipulate word 

placement to find or demonstrate patterns and connections among 

the words as the list grows. 

c. Teacher reviews content area(s) for high frequency, multi-meaning, 

high leverage words to begin considering which words will be 
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appropriate for the word wall.  Going into the unit or year with a plan 

is important, but just as important will be flexibility, as student 

interest and contributions begin to shape the word wall. 

2. Instructional Plan 

In word wall activities, some steps are considered to be applied in 

order to make a good atmosphere during learning process. Students’ 

contribution is considerably needed to have good achievement. Some 

activities that students and teacher should do such as: 

a. In advance (or collaboratively, with the class), select a few key 

words/concepts for class study (e.g., key terms related to a reading 

the class is doing, AWL (Academic Word List) words, terms 

associated with students’ content-area courses, etc.). 

b. For the first few iterations of this routine, pair students with elbow 

partners and assign 1–2 words to each partnership. Distribute 

dictionaries (or provide access to another similar resource), 8½“ x 

11” blank paper, and colored pencils/markers. As students become 

more experienced, assign Word Wall card creation as homework to 

be presented in class. 

c. To make a Word Wall word card, student pairs fold a sheet of paper 

in half, write the target word on the front flap, and then draw a 

picture or cartoon that depicts the word. (Explain that creativity and 

color are key to this activity.) Next, student pairs lift the flap and 

write the definition (paraphrased into their own words) on the inside 
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of the card. Finally, student pairs add an example of the word in a 

descriptive sentence. Additional information that could also be 

included inside the card includes part of speech, other word forms 

(parts of the word family for this word), and/or home language 

translation/cognate. 

Note: Words and pictures on the front of the word card should be 

large enough to be read from a distance, as these will be displayed 

on the Word Wall. 

d. Student pairs (or individuals, if assigned as homework) prepare a 

creative presentation to “commemorate” the addition of their word 

card to the Word Wall (e.g., students could analogize adding a word 

card to the Word Wall to an actor receiving a star on the Hollywood 

Walk of Fame, etc.). 

e. As the word is presented, the rest of the class should record the word, 

definition, and example on their Academic Vocabulary Logs that 

they keep in their own notebooks. (Students may need guidance 

using the Academic Vocabulary Log as a study tool.). 

f. After being presented, display the word card on a designated Word 

Wall (e.g., on the Word Wall you use for adjectives). Develop a 

credit/reward system for students who correctly use the posted 

vocabulary in class or for students who bring in real-world examples 

of the words “in action” (news articles, other multimedia, examples 

from conversations, etc.). Students can record these real-world 
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examples on a sticky note that can be added to the inside of the Word 

Wall card. 

g. Maintain the Word Wall’s “reputation” as a highly interactive space! 

The key to the effectiveness of the Word Wall is that students 

frequently revisit the words on it. Some suggestions follow:  

g.1 Periodically conduct writing assignments or oral language 

activities that require students to use the words on the Word Wall. 

For example, a quick write prompt used as bell work might ask 

students to use five words from the Word Wall to describe something 

that happened over the weekend or to review a key concept studied 

in the last class session.  

g.2  Create sets of word sort cards from the Word Wall words and 

give the sets to small groups for them to categorize or manipulate as 

bell work or closure for a lesson. 

3. Using the Word Wall 

In teaching vocabulary using word wall, there should be principles 

are follows: 

a. At its most basic, the function of a word wall is to give students 

constant access to the important content vocabulary for the 

class.  Pointing out to students that key words are always available 

to them helps promote independence and reinforces the importance 

of these words in the classroom. 
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b. Encourage students to use content area/academic vocabulary 

appropriately in writing and classroom discussions.  When students 

use a closely related word or an informal definition instead of the 

target term, ask them to find the word on the wall that they could use 

instead. 

c. Challenge students to think through the multiple definitions words 

on the word wall can have, depending on the subject or context in 

which they are used. 

d. As the collection of words grows, invite students to find new ways 

to arrange them—by linguistic features (same initial letter, rhymes, 

root families), by synonyms or antonyms, by topical relationships, 

and so forth. 

e. Make time for students to share instances in which they encounter 

words from the wall in their own reading and everyday life. 

f. Consider temporary or permanent divisions on the wall into 

important categories for your class, such as the division into 

“academic” and “everyday” language. 

4. Activities in Teaching using Word Wall 

A word wall helps to create a print rich environment for students, 

and can be a wonderful tool that is designed to promote group learning. 

To encourage students’ motivation in mastery vocabulary especially to 

collect the new words ever they had before, the word wall contributes 

an alternative way to stimulus students in vocabulary comprehension. 
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In learning vocabulary a core attention that students must have is 

their mnemonic ability for capturing the new vocabularies, in teaching 

vocabulary by using word wall consist some activities: 

a. Make words accessible by putting them where every students can 

see them. They should be written in large black letters using a variety 

of background colours to distinguish easily confused words. 

b. Teacher should be selective about the words that go on the word 

wall. Try to include words that children use most commonly in their 

writing. Words should be added gradually – a guideline is five words 

per week. 

c. Use the word wall daily to practice words incorporating a variety of 

activities such as: chanting, snapping, cheering, clapping, tracing, 

word guessing games as well as writing them. 

d. Provide enough practice so that words are read and spelled 

automatically and make sure that word walls are always spelled 

correctly in the children’s daily writing. 

5. Procedure in Word Wall Strategy 

Word wall supports students’ ongoing study of how words work 

and should be interactive. Word wall encourages students to actively 

learn about the words and therefore should be referenced and used often 

during the learning process. Before applying the Word Wall strategy, 

the teacher should know the procedure of the implementation of it, the 

procedure of Word Wall implementation are follows: 
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a. Consider the number of students, make group of four or less. 

b. Distribute the paper to each group. 

c. Demand students to find out the words involved in the text and group 

them into word classes. 

d. Contextualize the word for its role in the text. 

Teacher: “In the story, Lisa was reluctant to leave the Laundromat 

without Corduroy. 

e. Ask students to repeat the word so that they can create a 

phonological representation of it. 

Teacher: “Say the word reluctant with me.  

f. Explain the meaning of the word. 

Teacher: “Reluctant” means you are not sure you want to do 

something. 

g. Put the new discovery words on the piece of paper and stick them on 

the wall. 

h. For further step is ensure that the students understand and recognize 

the meaning of these words by some supported activities; 

1. Invite students come forward to find out the synonym of the 

words card to stick on the appropriate words. 

2. Challenge students to think through the multiple definitions 

words on the word wall. 

Teacher: what are the “ Warisan” in English? 
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6. The Advantages of Word Wall Strategy 

A word wall is an ongoing, organized display of key words that 

provides visual references for students throughout a unit of study or a 

term. These words are used continually by teachers and students during 

variety of activities. The word wall is designed to be an interactive tool 

for students or others to use, and contains an array of words that can be 

used during lesson. 

According to Allen in Gusma Winda Sari (2005) these are the 

following benefits of word wall to enhance students’ vocabulary as 

follows: 

a. Helping students to develop a common bank, or dictionary of 

words. 

b. Promoting the awareness of conventional spelling. Once you post 

a word on the word walls, you can expect students to spell that 

words correctly across all literacy activities. 

c. Providing emerging readers with constant exposure to those words 

that they will most frequently encounter in texts, and thus 

encourages children’s independence as word crafters. 

 

C. Basic Assumption 

Learning vocabulary has become a difficult process for students. The 

common problem faced during learning process are the students’ boredom 

giving occasion to  lack of students’ motivation in joining the class. As the 
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result of this issue, the students are not able to grasp the English vocabulary 

well. Different process of teaching and learning vocabulary will be able to 

conduct different perceptions and experiences for the students in 

remembering and comprehending the new vocabularies. 

Regarding the importance of vocabulary as a principal of language 

elements of its function, the teacher should emphasize the students’ 

vocabulary mastery of the texts given by delivering it in an attractive 

strategy. The students will be in right way of memorizing English 

vocabulary by their participation involved during the learning process 

hence, the teacher has to have another strategy. The best way to teach that 

is by applying Word Wall, the use of such strategy has impression to 

students’ participation since during the learning process they will have a job 

to be an inventor. This is simple strategy but has a great result of students’ 

vocabulary development in which this strategy eases students for classifying 

the words according to the word classes. The word wall is also an attractive 

tool regarding the positive outcome requires students to be active in looking 

for a new words in the given texts and stick these into the wall. Such activity 

belongs to the best way to enhance their number of vocabulary. The word 

wall will be an effective strategy for teaching vocabulary. 

 

D. Previous Study 

In this part, the writer would like to mention two previous studies about 

Word Wall. The first previous study was conducted by Dewi Nurhamida 
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entitled “ Improving Students’ Vocabulary Mastery Through Word Wall on 

the First Grade Students of SMP N 2 Tuntang in Academic Year 

2012/2013”. This study aimed to find out whether Word Wall method can 

improve the students’ interest to English teaching and to find out Word Wall 

can improve the vocabulary mastery. The result of the study proved that 

during the implementation of Word Wall in two cycles, the writer concluded 

that Word Wall method can improve the students’ vocabulary mastery. The 

second study was conducted by Huzairin Basturi Hasan entitled “Improving 

Students’ Vocabulary Mastery through Word Wall on the fourth grade of 

Primary Students of SD IT Wahdatul Ummah Metro. The result of this study 

was Word Wall could be recommended as an alternative on teaching 

vocabulary because it might give positive effect in proving students’ 

vocabulary mastery. 

 

E. Hypothesis 

Based on the basic assumption above, the hypothesis of this study is 

that Word Wall Strategy is effective to enhance students’ vocabulary 

mastery
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