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CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of Study 

The basic function of language is to communicate, so language 

means as a tool of communication in human life. It is important to be learnt 

in order to improve the quality of the social life. As a universal language 

English is considered to be a tool of communication. English is a foreign 

language in Indonesia, so it needs to be learnt formally. Teaching English 

in Indonesia has been developed extensively. English language has an 

important component of constructing it, namely vocabulary. According to 

Hornby (1995) Vocabulary is the total of the words which (with rules for 

combining them) make up a language. Vocabulary is a total number or list 

of words that have meaning and are indispensable to express our thoughts. 

In order to communicate well in a foreign language, students should acquire 

an adequate number of words and should know how to use them accurately. 

By learning vocabulary hopefully the students are able to master English 

adequately and use it in communication. 

Learning english vocabulary is being essential aspect that students 

should acquire. Vocabulary is one of English sub skills that must be taught 

by students. Dellar and Hocking in Thornbury (2002:13) states that if you 

spend most of your time studying grammar, your English will not improve 
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very much. But without mastering vocabulary, students will not be able to 

use English effectively. In listening, students’ vocabulary influences their 

understanding towards teacher’s speech, class situation and other speeches. 

The words that they choose in speaking affect how well they deliver a 

message. In reading, students’ vocabulary affects their ability to understand 

and comprehend a text. In addition, dealing with writing, students’ 

vocabulary also influences how clear they convey their thought to the 

reader. Willis (2008) describes when students can build their mastery of 

vocabulary, they can also be more effective in communicating ideas, 

knowledge and their opinion. In conclusion, mastering vocabulary takes an 

important role in equipping students to be able to communicate.  

In the current condition in classroom, English vocabulary mastery is 

one of major problems encountered by students in improving English in 

which some issues found during the teaching learning process. Students 

usually use a dictionary of looking for difficult words and finding out the 

meaning of the words, thus students supposed to memorize the words. 

Students are lazy to memorize the unfamiliar words that they heard or read. 

Communicative learning should be emphasized to have satisfied learning, 

the boring condition of participating learning vocabulary makes students 

having lack of motivation, hence that the lesson does not run effectively. 

The teacher only focuses upon the textbook only without utilising any 

appropriate technique for teaching, it is caused the lack of students’ 

The Effectiveness Of Word…, Januar Saifullah, FKIP UMP, 2017



3 
 

 
 

interesting during the class lesson and it is apparent influence their 

language. 

Actually, there are many strategies to teach vocabulary, one of 

exciting strategies is Word Wall Strategy. Word Wall is a strategy to 

reinforce the core vocabulary of a specific subject that is acquired by 

students. According to Erin (2011) in Anggriani (2015), interactive word 

walls showcase well-selected words; they help teacher build a foundation 

for student content vocabulary comprehension. The use of Word Wall is 

being impressive strategy in enriching students’ vocabulary, it is definitely 

adaptable to any subject and any grade level and has been proven to be 

extremely effective learning and teaching tools (Burden, 2011). However, 

The use of this strategy may be an alternative to construct students’ 

perception of learning vocabulary because in Word Wall itself consists of a 

series of picture with words engaged on successive alphabetical, thus they 

will be active of having a role in classroom lesson since they involve in the 

learning process, there will be communicative learning in case the teacher 

applies that strategy. 

Regarding the explanation above, it implies that Word Wall has a 

potential to assist students to get better achievement in their learning. 

Therefore, the writer takes this case to be appointed as the research entitled 

“The Effectiveness of Word Wall Strategy to Enhance Students’ Vocabulary 

Mastery of Text”. 
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B. Reason for Choosing The Topic 

The writer chooses the topic based on the several reasons are 

follows: 

1. Regarding the importance of vocabulary in which it links to four skills 

of English proficiency; reading, listening, speaking, and writing, it has 

prominent role on that in which it brings up students to gain a lot of 

given information. 

2. Word Wall strategy is exciting tactic to teach students especially 

teaching vocabulary. In this strategy, students’ participation will be 

dominant due to their activeness of doing some activities during lesson 

through Word Wall strategy. 

 

C. Problem of The Study 

By considering the declaration background of the study, appears a 

prominent question “Is Word Wall strategy effective to enhance students’ 

vocabulary mastery of text?” 

 

D. The Aim of The Study 

The aim of this study is to discern whether Word Wall strategy is 

effective or not to enhance students’ vocabulary mastery of texts. 
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E. Clarification of Term 

1. The effectiveness 

The effectiveness is the extent to which objectives are met (do the 

right things).  (Erlendsson, 2002). 

2. Word Wall 

A word wall is a collection of words which are displayed in large 

visible letters on a wall, bulletin board, or other display surface in a 

classroom. The word wall is designed to be an interactive tool for 

students and contains an array of words that can be used during writing 

and reading. (http://www.readingrockets.org/strategies/word_walls) 

3. Strategy 

Strategy is a plan, method, or series of manoeuvres or stratagems 

for obtaining a specific goal or result. 

(http://www.dictionary.com/browse/strategy) 

4. Vocabulary 

Vocabulary is the total of the words which (with rules for combining 

them) make up a language. (Hornby, 1995) 
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F. The Contribution 

The result of the study will be beneficial for the following parties: 

1. For Teacher 

This study will beneficially convey a lot of useful contribution to the 

teacher in which she or he is likely recognize the most appropriate 

strategy in enhancing the number of students’ vocabulary capacity. 

Hence, it will increase students’ language proficiency. 

2. For Reader 

This study is hopefully able to give some contributions namely; 

inform the reader on how to improve student’s number of vocabulary to 

be used and applied in their learning in order to attain English proficiency  

achievement.  

For other researchers who want to implement this new strategy, 

expectantly will gives information of that. The writer expects other 

researchers’ interest in this study, should be more developed into the 

attractive on

The Effectiveness Of Word…, Januar Saifullah, FKIP UMP, 2017




