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CHAPTER II 

THEORITICAL REVIEW 

A. Grammar 

1. The Definition of Grammar 

Dealing with English learning, there are several components that 

should be comprehended by the students such as grammar, pronunciation, 

and vocabulary. From those components, grammar is the one that plays an 

important role in the language since it is a basic knowledge to use 

language effectively. Grammar is the system of language and it is very 

complex. 

In order to have a much deeper understanding about grammar, the 

definition of grammar by some experts can be seen as follow. According 

to Swan (1980:xix), grammar is therules that say how words change to 

show different meanings, and how they are combined into sentences. 

Meanwhile, Hornby (1989: 375) says grammar as the rules in a language 

for changing the form of words and combining them into sentences. On the 

other hand, Nelson and Greenbaum (2002:1) define grammar is the set of 

rules that allow us to combine words in our language into larger units. In 

addition to it, Carter and McCarthy (2006:2) state grammar is concerned 

with how sentences and utterances are formed. 

Based on the definition of grammar by the experts above, it can be 

concluded that grammar is a rule of how to combine, arrange, or change 

words into meaningful sentences. 

An Analysis Of Students’…, Githa Claudia, FKIP UMP, 2017



 

 

6 

2. The Importance of Grammar 

One of the aspects that are very important in learning English is 

grammar. Ur (1988) in Nunan (1991: 154) argues in favor of explicit 

teaching in the belief that mastering the individual elements of a language, 

be they lexical, phonological, or grammatical, is a valuable means toward 

eventual ability to communicate in the language. In other words, its goal is 

to help the students to use English well and appropriately in 

communication.Baehaqi (2005: 1) says grammar has two purposes that are 

to understand what someone said and to convey our opinion and idea 

precisely. It means that by learning grammar, students can understand the 

meaning and the structure of the sentences very well.Sudhakar and 

Farheen (2015: 122) say to speak in a clearer and more effective manner, 

we study grammar. A person who has unconscious knowledge of grammar 

may be sufficient for simple language use, but the ones who wish to 

communicate in an artful manner and well, will seek greater depth of 

understanding and proficiency that the study of grammar provides. In 

brief, by learning grammar can help a person to communicate well and 

make it understandable. 

Definitely, the ones whostudy and know grammar will usethe right 

pattern in combining words and constructing sentences that will affect on 

howwell the language they are used.In contrast, the ones who don‟t study 

grammar may be making a mistake in using a language in communication. 

For instance, when they want to say “Sayatidaktahukamupahamatautidak” 
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in English, they may say “I don‟t know you understand or not” rather than 

“I don‟t know whether you understand or not”. In this case, the use of 

wrong pattern may cause misunderstanding between each other in 

communication. Based on my explanation above, it shows how important 

grammar is dealing with the meaning of the sentence. 

In conclusion, grammar is one of language elements that is extremely 

important in learning a language especially English. By understanding 

grammar, the students know how to combine, arrange, or change words to 

make meaningful sentences that can be understood by others. Moreover, it 

can help the students understand the form, position, function, and meaning 

of word or sentence in English. In addition, grammar can also support the 

students‟ competence in both productive and receptive skills in English. 

 

B. Noun Clause 

1. The Definition of Noun Clause 

Mas‟ud (1996: 195) says clause is a group of words that contains a 

subject and predicate. One of the clauses that is included as an essential 

grammar item is noun clause. As argued by Rachmat and Kristyowati 

(1994: 127), noun clause is a clause that has the function as a noun or a 

group of noun within sentence and cannot stand alone.In other words, a 

noun clause is used in the same ways as a noun and it can be 

categorizedinto a dependent clausebecause it is a sentence within a 

sentence. In grammar, noun clause is sometimes termed as nominal clause. 
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Based on the explanation above, it can be concluded that noun clause 

is a dependent clause or a subordinate clause that has functioned as a noun 

within main clause. Therefore, it cannot stand alone and have to connect to 

independent clause to make a sense in a sentence. In a sentence, noun 

clause can be functioned as a subject, object, complement, and object of 

preposition. 

 

2. The Function of Noun Clause 

Noun clause can be used in four primary ways; they are noun clause 

as a subject, object, complement, and object of preposition. Moreover, its 

function can be in form of positive, negative, yes/ no question, and Wh-

question as well. There are conjunctions that are usually used in noun 

clause such as that, whether, and if. According to Frank(1972: 284), that, 

whether, if introducing noun clause are classified as ''particles''. The chief 

meaning of these words is structural- they function merely as connectors.  

a. Noun Clause as a Subject 

The first grammatical function of noun clause is as a subject. As a 

subject, noun clause can be in positive, negative, yes/ no question and 

Wh-question forms. There are three types of noun clause in using as a 

subject position; they are that clauses, whether clauses, and Wh-word 

clauses.  
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1) Positive Form 

According to Mas‟ud(1998: 198), noun clause that has a 

position as a statement should begin with conjunction ''that''. 

Actually, the word ''that'' in the beginning of a statement in noun 

clause has no meaning. So, it simply marks the beginning of the 

clause. However, the word ''that'' when it introduces a noun clause 

cannot be omitted if it is used as the subject within sentence. In 

noun clause ''that'' is used as subject of the sentence and followed 

by linking verb. 

e.g.: 

1.  a. Smoking can cause cancer. 

b. It is true. 

 That smoking can cause cancer is true 

2.  a. The earth revolves around the sun 

b. It is a fact. 

 That the earth revolves around the sun is a fact. 

2) Negative Form 

Noun clause that acts as a subject in negative form should be 

begun withconjunction ''that'' like in positive form. 

e.g.: 

1.  a. She doesn‟t understand spoken English 

b. It is obvious. 

 That she doesn‟t understand spoken English is obvious. 
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2.  a. Tomis not a good actor. 

b. It is true. 

 That Tomis not a good actor is true. 

3) Yes/No Question Form 

If yes/no question acts as a subject within sentence, it has to 

start with conjunction''whether'' and change into statement.When 

a yes/no question changed into a noun clause, the word ''whether'' 

is used to introduce the clause. The word ''or not'' can be also 

added in yes/no question form. 

e.g.: 

1.  a. Will he get the money? 

b. It doesn‟t concern me. 

 Whether he will get the money doesn‟t concern me. 

 Whether he will get the money or not doesn‟t concern 

me. 

2.  a. Will she come? 

b. It is unimportant to me  

 Whether she will come is unimportant to me. 

 Whether she will come or not is unimportant to me. 

4) Wh-Question Form 

If Wh-question acts as a subject within sentence, it should be 

started with ''Wh-word'' such as when, where, why, who, what, 

which, whose, and how and should be changed into statement. 
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e.g.: 

1.  a. What did he say? 

b. It was interesting. 

 What he said was interesting. 

2.  a. What will she do? 

b. It is unimportant to me.  

 What she will do is unimportant to me. 

 

b. Noun Clause as an Object  

The second grammatical function of noun clause within sentence 

is as an object. Noun clause can be in positive, negative, yes/no 

question, and Wh-question if its position as an object in a sentence.In 

an informal communication, the word ''that'' is usually omitted if it is 

positioned as an object. 

 

1) Positive Form 

Noun clause that acts as anobject in positive form may use 

conjunction ''that''. But then, it is an optional.  

e.g.: 

1.  a. Coffee grows in Brazil. 

 b. I know this. 

 I know that coffee grows in Brazil. 

 I know coffee grows in Brazil. 

An Analysis Of Students’…, Githa Claudia, FKIP UMP, 2017



 

 

12 

2.  a. The world is round. 

b. We know it. 

 We knowthatthe world is round. 

 We knowthe world is round. 

2) Negative Form 

In the negative form, the word ''that'' can be used or it can be 

omitted.  

e.g.: 

1.  a. Suzy hasn‟t been able to make any friends. 

b. Everybody knows this. 

 Everybody knows that Suzy hasn‟t been able to make 

any friends. 

 Everybody knows Suzy hasn‟t been able to make any 

friends. 

2.  a. She cannot win the singer competition.  

b. Madisonis so sad to know this. 

 Madisonis so sad to know that she cannot win the singer 

competition. 

 Madison is so sad to know she cannot win the singer 

competition. 

3) Yes/No Question Form 

If noun clause act as an object within sentence in yes/no 

question form, so it should be connected with ''whether or if''. 
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Furthermore, it should be changed into a statement. The word 

''whether'' is more acceptable in formal English rather than the 

word ''if''. The phrase ''or not'' can be also added either after 

''whether'' or at the end of the sentence in yes/no question form. 

e.g.: 

1.  a. Do you believe in miracle? 

b. I want to know it. 

 I want to know whether you believe in miracle. 

 I want to know whether you believe in miracle or not. 

 I want to know if you believe in miracle. 

2.  a. Is he come to my party? 

b. I want to know it. 

 I want to knowwhether he comes to my party. 

 I want to knowwhether he comes to my party or not. 

 I want to knowif he comes to my party. 

4) Wh-Question Form 

If Wh-question acts as an object within sentence in noun 

clause, the Wh-word should be changed into statement. 

e.g.: 

1.  a. When will the test begin? 

b. We don‟t know it. 

 We don‟t know when the test will begin. 
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2.  a. Where will I continue my study? 

b. I haven‟t decided it. 

 I haven‟t decided where I will continue my study. 

 

c. Noun Clause as a Complement 

The third grammatical function of noun clause in a sentence is as 

a complement. As the other function of noun clause, noun clause can 

be in positive, negative, yes/ no question and Wh-question forms if its 

position as a complement.  

 

1) Positive Form 

Noun clause that acts as a complement in positive form 

should be started with conjunction''that'' after to be. 

e.g.: 

1.  a. She has a great talent in cooking. 

 b. The fact is this. 

 The fact is that she has a great talent in cooking. 

2.  a. The train always arrives late. 

b. The truth is this. 

 The truth is that the train always arrives late. 

2) Negative Form 

As in positive form, noun clause in negative form should 

begin with conjunction ''that'' after to be. 
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e.g.: 

1.  a.  I haven‟ttaken any course. 

b. The fact is this. 

 The fact is that I haven‟t taken any course. 

2.  a. The result of the test will not be announced. 

b. The decision is this. 

 The decision is that the result of the test will not be 

announced. 

3) Yes/No Question Form 

If noun clause act as a complement within sentence in yes/no 

question form, so it should be connected with ''whether'' after to 

be. Moreover, it should be changed into a statement.  The phrase 

''or not'' can be also added after the word ''whether'' or at the end 

of the sentence in yes/no question form. 

e.g.: 

1.  a. Can you speak Arabic? 

b. The question is this. 

 The question is whether you can speak Arabic. 

 The question is whether you can speak Arabic or not. 

2.  a.  Should we wait for him? 

b. The question is this. 

 The question is whether we should wait for him. 

 The question is whether we should wait for him or not. 
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4) Wh-Question Form 

If noun clause has a position as complement in Wh-question 

form, it should be started with the Wh-word after to be. And then, 

it should be changed into statement. 

e.g.: 

1.  a. Where is the police station? 

b. The question is this. 

 The question is where the police station is. 

2.  a.  Why is the sky blue? 

b. The question is this. 

 The question is why the sky is blue. 

 

d. Noun Clause as an Object of Preposition 

The last grammatical function of noun clause is as an object of 

preposition. As we know, preposition can‟t stand alone so it should be 

followed by noun. In this case, noun acts as an object in which placed 

after preposition. The example of prepositions are above, about, 

before, in, on, at, of, to, down, by, with, without, within, for, from, 

into, beside, between, among, and so on. Unlike the other function of 

noun clause, noun clause in object of preposition can be only in two 

forms. Those are yes/no question and Wh-question. 
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1) Yes/No Question Form 

Noun clause that acts as an object of preposition within 

sentence in yes/no question form should be connected with the 

word ''whether'' or ''if''. Moreover, it should be changed into a 

statement.  After the word ''whether'' or at the end of the sentence 

in yes/no question form can be added the phrase ''or not''. 

e.g.: 

1.  a. Should we move to Chicago? 

b. We need talking about this later on. 

 We need talking about whether we should move to 

Chicago later on. 

 We need talking about whether we should move to 

Chicago or not later on. 

 We need talking about if we should move to Chicago or 

not later on. 

2.  a.  Am I too optimistic to be a super model? 

b. I asked her about this. 

 I asked her about whether I am too optimistic to be a 

super model. 

 I asked her about whether I am too optimistic to be a 

super model or not. 

 I asked her about if I am too optimistic to be a super 

model. 

An Analysis Of Students’…, Githa Claudia, FKIP UMP, 2017



 

 

18 

2) Wh-Question Form 

If noun clause has a position as complement within Wh-

question form, it should be begun with the Wh-word. Therefore, it 

should be changed into statement. 

e.g.: 

1.  a.  Why does he move to the other city? 

b. I think about it lately. 

 I think about why he moves to the other city lately. 

2.  a. What did he say? 

b. I believe in that. 

 I believe in what he said. 
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