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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of Research 

As a language, English has its own rules in communication namely 

grammar. Grammar is one of the important components in learning English in 

order to master English skills such as reading, writing, listening, and 

speaking. According to Nelson and Greenbaum (2002:1), grammar is the set 

of rules that allow us to combine words in our language into larger units. So, 

grammar has an important role in communication in case of combining words 

into language. In understanding grammar, one of the materials that should be 

understood well among the others is noun clause.  

According to Azar (1993: 263), noun clause is used in the same ways as a 

noun. Because of the function of noun clause is the same as noun, it can be 

used as a subject, object, complement, and object of preposition. In English 

learning context, the frequency of using noun clause is high in both spoken 

and written forms. Therefore, noun clause becomes something important to 

learn and master by the English learners.   

Based on the explanation above, the researcher is interested in knowing 

the students‟ mastery of noun clause and proposes a research entitled  ''An 

Analysis of Students‟ Mastery in Noun Clause at the Sixth Semester Students 

of English Department of FKIP UMP in Academic Year 2016/ 2017''. 
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B. Reason for Choosing the Topic 

The reasons why the researcher wants to conduct a research entitled ''An 

Analysis of Students‟ Mastery in Noun Clause at the Sixth Semester Students 

of English Department of FKIP UMP in Academic Year 2016/ 2017'' are 

because noun clause is one of the essential grammar items in English and the 

frequency of using it in both spoken and written forms is high. 

 

C. Problem of Research 

Based on the background of the research, the problem that can be 

formulated for this research is:'' To what extend is the students‟ mastery in 

noun clause of the sixth semester of English Department of FKIP UMP in 

Academic Year 2016/ 2017? '' 

 

D. Aim of Research 

Based on the formulation of the problem above, this research intends to 

find out the students‟ level in mastering noun clause at sixth semester of 

English Department of FKIP UMP in Academic Year 2016/ 2017. 

 

E. Clarification of Terms 

In order to make the research understandable, the researcher provides the 

clarification of the terms as follow: 

1. Analysis 

Analysis is the study of something by examining its part and their 

relationship (Hornby, 1995, p.38). 
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2. Mastery 

According to Hornby (1995: 721), mastery means complete 

knowledge or great skill. 

3. Noun Clause 

Azar (1993: 263) says a noun clause is a dependent clause that is used 

as a subject or an object. In other words, a noun clause is used in the same 

ways as a noun. 

4. Students 

Hornby (1995: 1187) states that student is a person, usually over the 

age of 16, who is studying at a university or college. 

 

F. Research Contributions 

Hopefully, this research will be beneficial to the English lecturer and 

other researcher as well since it gives the overview of the factual condition of 

the students‟ mastery in noun clause. The contributions are stated as follow:  

1. To the English Lecturer 

The researcher hopes that the result of the research will give clear 

information to the English lecturer about the students‟ mastery level in 

noun clause so they will focus on some points in which the students still 

find out the difficulties on it. Therefore, theycan help the students to 

overcome their difficulties in learning noun clause. 
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2. To the Other Researcher 

The present study gives the illustration of the students‟ mastery in 

noun clause at sixth semester of English Department of FKIP UMP in 

Academic Year 2016/ 2017.Hopefully, the other researcher can develop 

the study related to this one to be better in the future. 
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