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CHAPTER II 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

 

A. The Definition of Reading 

Reading is one of four skills that the students needed in learning English. 

There are some definitions of reading which are stated by some experts. 

According to Seravallo (2010: 23), reading can be defined as thinking and 

understanding and getting at the meaning behind a text. 

The definition of reading is also stated by Rahim (2008: 2), that reading 

means the proccess of receiving and interpreting information encoded in 

language form via the medium of print. 

 Based on the definitions stated above, it can be concluded that reading is 

the process to think, understand, and get the meaning of a text.  Reading 

requires practice and skill a lot. Reading can be learnt by analyzing the text.  

B. The Importance of Reading 

Reading is very important in study and society. By reading, the students 

can learn to get new knowledge such as new vocabulary and new 

information. It’s because there are many books, references, and instructions 

etc., which are written in English. Because of it, having good skill in reading 

is needed. 

  Reading also becomes an important thing dealing with the communicative 

competence in language learning. Based on Ramelan in Sulistiyani (2011: 8) 
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reading is something crucial and dispensable since success of their study 

depends for the greater parts on their ability to read. 

Through reading we can explore places or countries that have never visited 

before, and minds or ideas of great people in the part. Roman in Nuswantari, 

(2011: 8) states that reading will enrich our experience and knowledge, and 

extend our perception. By not having a good skill in reading they will have 

difficulty in making progress. On the other hand, if their reading is good, they 

will have a better chance to succeed in their study. 

There are some points of the importance of reading (Felicity, 2011).  

Those are as follows:  

1. Reading increases concentration. In reading, the students should be 

focused on the text that is faced so that the content of the text can be 

mastered by the students. In this case, concentration will be grown. 

2. Reading teaches the students about the world around them. Through 

reading, the students learn about people, places and events outside their 

own experience. The students are exposed to ways of life, ideas and beliefs 

about the world which sometimes different from those which surround 

them. 

3. Reading increases the student’s vocabulary; leads to more highly 

developed language skills and increase their ability to write well. In 

reading, new words are learnt by the students during the time has been 

read. While reading, new words will be got. The students also get the thing 

such as how to make a sentence and how to use words effectively. 

The Effectiveness of Active Knowledge Sharing..., Ugi Lestari, FKIP UMP, 2014



10 
 

4. Reading increases the student’s imagination. When the students read, the 

descriptions of people, places and things that have been read will be 

translated by the brains into pictures. The characters feeling are also 

imagined by the students. Sometimes the students use their own 

experiences to imagine what the students would feel as if the same 

situation from the text is happened in their life. 

5. Reading helps the students increase empathy. Knowing the feeling of 

characters in the text, the student’s brains automatically will show the 

feeling in front of their eyes. For example, if the students imagine poor 

people who have not eaten for long time, spontaneously the feelings to 

give some foods or money are appeared by them. 

  To summarize, having a good skill in reading is very important dealing 

with the process of learning a language. By having a good skill in  reading, it 

will be easier to have a good competence in learning English since reading is 

a basic skills that needs to be mastered. 

C. The Purpose of Reading 

Before doing reading activities, knowing the purpose of reading is needed. 

The purpose of reading is looking for and getting information from the text or 

book. In reading, understanding the context, idea, and the meaning of the text 

are needed by the students. 

The purpose of reading is stated by Prasetyono (2008: 59) who said that 

reading is aimed to find some new information. The purpose of reading also 
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states by Anderson in Falasifah (2010: 9). Reading has several purposes as 

follows: 

1. Reading for details or facts. The students read to find out or discover the 

detail information from the text. 

2. Reading for the main idea. The students read to find out why it is a good 

or interesting topic, and then find out the problem of the text. 

3. Reading for sequence or organization. The students read to find out what is 

happening in each part of the story (the structure of the text). 

4. Reading for inference. The students read to know the conclusion from the 

action or ideas in the text. 

5. Reading for classification. The students read to classify the uncommon 

things from the text. 

6. Reading for compare or contrast. The students read to compare the plot of 

the text whether having similarity or even contrast with the readers. 

In conclusion, while reading the text, the students have different purpose 

dealing with the information that the students want to get from the text. 

D. The Types of Reading 

There are some types of reading, Patel and Jain (2008: 117-123) state that 

there are four types of reading, those are: 
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1. Aloud Reading 

In teaching of English, teacher should know that the training of 

reading aloud must be given at primary level because it is the base of 

words pronunciation. 

2. Silent Reading 

In teaching of English, this reading should be employed to increase 

reading ability among students. Silent reading is done to acquire a lot of 

information. Teacher has to make the students read silently as and when 

they are able to read without any difficulties. 

3. Intensive Reading 

In this reading the students read the text to get knowledge or analysis. 

The goal of this reading is to read shorter text. This reading is done to 

carry out to get specific information. The Students read book to acquire 

knowledge is the kind of intensive reading. This reading will provide a 

basis for explaining difficulties of structure and for extending knowledge 

of vocabulary and idioms. It will also provide material for developing 

greater control of the language in speech and writing. 

4. Extensive Reading 

Material for extensive reading will be selected at a lower level of 

difficulty than that for intensive reading. The purpose of extensive reading 

will be to train the student to read directly and fluently in the target 

language for enjoyment, without the aid of the teacher. 
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Based on description above, it can be concluded that reading consist 

of four types, those are: aloud reading, silent reading, intensive reading, 

and extensive reading. 

E. The Major Component of Reading 

Reading consists of complex component. Reading has crucial component 

to support the students’ comprehension. According to Hoover (2008: 10) there 

are five essential components of reading: 

1. Phonemic Awareness 

Before mastering reading skills, knowing phonemic awareness is 

needed as the foundation of reading. Phonemic awareness is described 

as the ability to hear, identify, and manipulate the individual sounds-

phonemes-in spoken words. It is also a part of phonological awareness 

such as syllables and rhymes. 

2. Phonics  

To be a master of reading, students also should have ability to 

recognize the relationship between letters and the sound in spoken 

language and how to apply that knowledge in reading words. That 

ability is called as Phonic.  

3. Fluency 

In reading, fluency is vital to comprehension. Fluency is the ability 

to read text quickly, accurately, and with expression. By having good 

fluency in reading, the words and group words can be recognized by 

the students automatically during the reading process. 
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4. Vocabulary 

Before the students can understand the meaning of spoken or 

written text, knowing the words mean is needed by the students. 

Knowledge of the meaning, use, and pronunciation of individual words 

is known as Vocabulary. In order to communicate effectively, the 

students should have good vocabulary skills. 

5. Comprehension 

In teaching reading, comprehension is identified as the primary 

goal of reading. Comprehension is the ability to understand what one is 

reading, to relate a text to what one already knows while also 

constructing new knowledge and understanding. 

Based on the previous explanation, it can be concluded that reading is a 

unity which cannot be separated. It is built by some components such as: 

phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency, vocabulary, and comprehension. 

F. The Problem in Reading 

Each skill has its own problem. The most problem in reading is the 

students who cannot comprehend the text well. It is also supported by the 

statement from   Harrison (2004: 12) who states that there are some problems 

in reading which are faced by the students, such as: 

1. Students have difficulties in single word reading. 

2. Students have difficulties in decoding or sounding word. 

3. Students are lack of phonological processing. 

4. Students have difficulties in expressive or receptive language. 
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5. Students have difficulties in comprehension. 

In this research, the student’s difficulties in reading comprehension have 

been chosen as the problem that will be discussed. The research will discuss 

about the student’s difficulties in reading comprehension, exactly in 

comprehending recount text. 

The problem in reading is also supported by Gough & Tunmer in Clarke 

(2010: 1) who said that children with specific reading comprehension 

difficulties decode texts accurately when they read aloud, but the show 

significant problem in comprehending the texts. 

In comprehending the text, the students usually face some problems, such 

as:   

1. Low motivation 

Motivation is one of the factors which is supported the students to be 

more active in learning something. With low motivation, the students 

will not have the willingness to get something from what they have 

learnt. As a result, the material that has been got will be gone easily. 

2. Lack of vocabulary 

The common problem in comprehending the text is the minimum 

capacity of vocabulary. With limited vocabulary, the students cannot 

know the full meaning of a text. Without knowing the meaning, the 

students will get difficulties in understanding about the text. 
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3. Grammatical error 

There are some students who have good vocabulary but lack of 

grammatical mastery. The students find some difficulties in 

comprehending the text, just because the thing that has been known as 

grammar. By having good grammar, the student’s comprehension will 

automatically increase. It’s because grammar influences the meaning 

of a sentence. 

In conclusion, in teaching and learning reading students are faced some 

problems in comprehending the text, such as: low motivation, lack of 

vocabulary, and grammatical error.  

G. Teacher’s Roles in Teaching Reading 

In teaching reading, teacher plays some roles to support the teaching and 

learning process so that teaching and learning process can be done 

successfully. Here, there are some teacher roles in teaching reading as cited 

from Ontario the ministry of Education (2003):  

1. Providing Knowledge and Skills 

Here, teacher can provide knowledge for the students by encouraging 

children to use their prior knowledge. If the students have difficulties 

in understanding the text, the teacher should answer their questions. 

2. Motivating Children to Read 

The students can be motivated by giving them opportunities to choose 

their own reading material. The opportunities for discussion, 
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teamwork, and other social interactions that make reading interesting 

and fun are also given by the teacher to motivate the students. 

3. Planning and Organizing 

Before teaching the students, planning and organizing are needed so 

that teaching and learning process can be done as expected. To make 

it, the teacher can combine the students in variation group. The 

students can be divided into small group and large group. By making 

good planning and organizing, the students can get the material 

effectively. 

4. Observing and Assessing 

During teaching and learning process, knowing what the students have 

got from the material is needed. The teacher can observe and give 

some exercises to measure how far the material that has been mastered. 

The teacher can give attention more to the students who get some 

difficulties in comprehending the material. 

5. Promoting Teamwork 

In teaching and learning process, teacher can promote teamwork. It 

will be used to introduce the students to be cooperating with other 

students. By promoting teamwork, the teacher can know how far her 

students can increase their comprehension. 

6. Making Cultural Connections 
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Teaching and learning process will be done effectively if there is a 

connection between the teacher and the students. It is also supported 

by Willis in Ontario the Ministry of Education (2003) who stated that 

some research studies in literacy has shown that students are more 

academically  successful when the feeling of welcomed, valued, and 

challenged by the material that build upon their prior knowledge, 

experiences, and interest are created. 

H. Recount Text 

1. Definition 

Nowadays, most of the students in junior high school are 

demanded for mastering some kinds of text, such as: procedure text, 

descriptive text, recount text, narrative text, and etc. Recount text has 

been selected as the material that will be used in this research. Here, 

there are some definitions of recount text which are defined by the 

expert. 

Recount text is a text which tells about “what happened” and it is 

focused on a sequence of events, all of which relate to the occasion 

(Priyatna, 2008: 50). Recount text is also defined by Wardiman (2008: 

61) who states that recount text is a text that tells the reader about one 

story, action or activity. To sum, recount text is a text that tells about 

something which happens in the past in one story or in a moment. 
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2. Social Function 

After knowing the definition of recount text, it will be better to 

know the social function of recount text. Based on Priyatna (2008: 50), 

the purpose of recount text is to document a series of events and 

evaluate their significance in some way. By reading recount text, the 

students can know some experiences that have been experienced by 

other peoples and compare it with their experience in life.  

3. Generic Structures 

Each text has different generic structure. Here is the generic 

structure of recount text. Recount text has three elements, those are: 

orientation, events, and reorientation as cited from Wardiman (2008: 

61). First, orientation provides background information needed to 

understand the text such as tells who was involved, what happened, 

where the events took place, and when it happened. Second, event is a 

series of events which happened in the story. Third, reorientation 

consists of optional closure of events/ ending. Indeed, it can be 

concluded that the generic structures of recount text are orientation, 

event, and reorientation. 

4. Language Features 

Besides knowing the generic structures, the students should know the 

language features of recount text. According to Priyatna (2008: 69) there are 

some language features of recount text as below: 
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1. Use of nouns and pronouns to identify people, animals, or things 

involved. 

2. Use of action verb to refer to events. 

3. Use of past tense to locate events in relation to writer’s time. 

4. Use of conjunction and time connectives to sequence the events. 

5. Use of adverb and adverbial phrases to indicate place and time. 

6. Use of adjective to describe noun. 

I. Syllabus of Junior High School 

 In implementing the research, the teaching and learning process will be 

based on syllabus.  KTSP curriculum is used by the researcher to do this 

research. There are the learning objectives of this research: 

a. The students are able to understand the text.  

b. The students are able to classify the generic structure of the text. 

c. The students are able to comprehend the text. 

J. Active Learning 

1. Definition   

There are a lot of theories about definition of active learning. Zaini, 

(2008: xiv) defines that active learning as a learning which invites the 

learners to study actively. By study actively, the students’ brain will be 

used to find the main idea, solve the problem, or apply what the students 

have learnt into real life. 

Active learning is also defined by Hamzah (2011: 10) who says that 

active learning is a learning strategy that is students centered. The 
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researcher is only as the facilitator and the students need to be active in 

learning process. In active learning, the students are not needed to solve 

the problem by themselves, but the problem can be solved by discussing 

with other students in the class. 

Based on the definitions stated above, it can be concluded that the 

definition of active learning is a strategy that placing the students to be the 

center in learning process and being active is needed by the students. In 

learning process through active learning students need to be responsible of 

the task which is given so that the material will be comprehended well. As 

a result, it is expected that the target of learning can be achieved totally.  

2. Types of Active Learning 

There are 101 types of active learning (Silberman, 2012). All of them 

are expected to make the students more active in doing the teaching and 

learning process. In this research, the types of active learning which will 

be used is active knowledge sharing. 

K. Active Knowledge Sharing 

1. Definition 

Since the students are demanded to participate actively in 

classroom activities, as the teacher, making good atmosphere to 

support teaching and learning process is needed by the researcher. The 

teacher sometimes forgets what she should do first before inviting the 

students to follow the material that will be given. As the teacher, the 

first thing that should be watched is, have all of the students been ready 
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to join the material that will be taught. To anticipate the students who 

have not been ready to follow the material, a good strategy has been 

chosen to handle it. The strategy that will be used is active learning, 

exactly active knowledge sharing. 

Here are some definitions of active knowledge sharing which are 

defined by the expert. Silberman (2012: 100), states that active 

knowledge sharing is a strategy which enables teacher to introduce the 

material to the students, and at the same time to create a team. This 

strategy enables to teach some materials. Another definition of active 

knowledge sharing is also given by Zaini (2008: 22) who said that 

active knowledge sharing is a strategy to invite the students to 

understand to the material by giving some procedures. This strategy 

supports to build teams. Based on the definition above, it can be 

concluded that active knowledge sharing is a strategy to invite the 

students immediately to step to the material which will be taught and at 

the same time the teacher can build team by giving some procedures. 

2. Purpose 

Most of strategy has its own purpose. The purpose of active 

knowledge sharing is by applying this strategy, the researcher hopes 

that the students can be more active in classroom activities, such as: 

sharing the knowledge that they have got with the other and creating 

good cooperative in a group.  
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3. Procedures 

Here are the procedures in doing active knowledge sharing activity 

(Silberman, 2012: 100): 

a. The teacher provides a list of questions related to the subject matter 

of the course. The questions should build curiosity. Questions that no 

one cares to answer cannot be used. The questions in variation and 

look up the level of difficulty should be considered. Adding some or 

all of the following categories below can be included: 

1. Term to define  

2. People to identify   

3. Questions concerning actions one should take in certain 

situation 

4. Multiple-choice questions concerning fact, concept, 

procedures, or policies 

5. The teacher asks the student to fill in the blank sentences. 

b. The teacher asks the participants to answer the questions as well as 

they can. 

c. Then, invite the participants to move around the room, find another 

students who have answer that they themselves do not have. 

Encourage participants to help one another. 

d. The teacher calls all group member and review the answer. 
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4. Advantages and disadvantages 

In implementing active knowledge sharing activity, there are many advantages 

that can be taken, as mentioned by Silberman (2009: 81) who points out that 

the advantages of active knowledge sharing activity are 1). Active knowledge 

sharing is made to involve the students directly to the material 2). Active 

knowledge sharing is able to build the students’ attention, showing their 

curiosity, and stimulating their mind to the material. Besides that, active 

knowledge sharing also has some disadvantages, as mentioned by Lie (2010: 

46) who says that the disadvantages are 1). It takes teacher’s time for 

preparing the class. 2). the class would be noisy so it needs to be monitored 

intensively. 

 Based on the explanation above, it can be concluded that the use of active 

knowledge sharing is considered as good strategy to be applied in leaning 

reading. 

L. The Procedures of Active Knowledge Sharing to Teach Reading 

  In this research, the activity will be based on the procedure that mentioned 

by Melvin Silberman. (2012: 100). It is not exactly the same because this 

research will be modified to match with the lesson and the condition of the 

participants of the research. 

The procedures of teaching reading through active knowledge sharing as 

follows: 

a. The teacher prepares some text about recount text. 
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b. The teacher makes little cards contains the questions about something 

from the text. 

c. The teacher says to the students that warming up will be done before 

moving to the main material. 

d. The teacher asks the students to take the cards randomly, and then they 

move to the tables that have been prepared by the teacher based on the 

code in the cards. Each student who gets the same code will be a group. 

e. The teacher asks the students to answer the questions from the cards that 

have been taken. 

f. The teacher asks the students to arrange all cards in a group so that it can 

be a recount text. 

g. The teacher and the students discuss the answer together. 

h. The teacher gives another recount text for each student and then asks them 

to answer the questions as many as possible the questions can be answered 

with the limit time. 

i. The teacher gives an opportunity for the students to ask their partner in a 

group about the questions that cannot be answered. 

j. Each groups discuss the answer depend on the text serial that they have got 

in front of the class. 

k. Discussing the questions that cannot be answered by the students. 

l. The students check the answer by changing the paper with the members in 

a group. 
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m. The teacher gives a reward for the students who get high scores to 

motivate another student. 

n. Making the conclusion about the material that has been learnt. 

M. The Previous Work of Active Knowledge Sharing 

Actually, there is a relevant previous research of active knowledge sharing 

that was conducted by Evita (2011). In her thesis Penerapan Strategi 

Pembelajaran Active Knowledge Sharing untuk Meningkatkan Keaktifan 

Bertanya Biologi Siswa Kelas XI IPA 1 SMAN 1 Ngemplak, she concludes 

that Active Knowledge Sharing can improve the student’s skill in questioning 

participation. 

Based on the previous explanation, this research has different focus. This 

research focuses on reading skill and it will be done to know the effectiveness 

of active knowledge sharing to teach reading at the second grade in one of 

Junior High School in Somagede. 

N. Basic Assumption 

  Active knowledge sharing gives the students an example of creating good 

atmosphere in classroom activities. By active knowledge sharing the students 

can be motivated to follow the material that will be given, since active 

knowledge sharing provides some roles that make the students move from 

their position so that the students will move actively and learn how to work 

individually or in a group. By active knowledge sharing the students are more 

active in teaching and learning process where the text will be read and 

understood by answering questions from the text, Silberman (2009: 6). 
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Through the activities, it can be used as a good way to learn reading where 

learning actively and experiencing it are supposed to make deeper 

comprehending. Based on the explanation stated, it can be assumed that active 

knowledge sharing is effective strategies to teach reading.  

O. Hypothesis 

  The use of active knowledge sharing is effective to teach reading, 

especially in recount text.  
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