
1 
 

CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

A. The Background of the Research 

 Reading is considered as an important skill to be mastered by the students. 

When the students have good skill in reading, the teaching and learning 

process will go well because it will be easier for them to catch the message 

from the text. 

Reading includes the process of decoding alphabet symbol from the text, 

drawing upon experiences and language, and using strategies effectively to 

make meaning. Mastering reading can be seen in the ability of decoding (word 

recognition) and comprehension (Alderson in Liu, 2010: 154). As a result, 

reading is considered as an important skill in learning language and should be 

mastered by the students. 

Reading is an important thing especially for students because the students 

should be able to comprehend the meaning of short functional written text in 

recount and narrative form which is related with daily life context. If their 

reading skill is low, the students will have difficulty in making progress. By 

reading, students can increase their knowledge; get new information, new 

vocabulary, and grammatical role. In mastering reading, the ability to 

comprehend the text is important. By comprehending the text, the contents of 

the text can be absorbed so that the students can know the message from the 

text.  
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In real, reading has been taught by giving explanation about the material 

first then asking the students to open, read, review, and answer the questions 

from the book or text book. It has been done continuously every year so that it 

was looked so monotonous. Because of it, reading is imagined by the students 

as a study which is boring and not challenging.  

To make the students have attention more in reading, some people try to 

create another strategy. A good strategy is needed to create the process of 

teaching reading which is more effective and easier to understand. One of the 

strategies is teaching reading by using active knowledge sharing. Active 

knowledge sharing is a part of 101 active learning strategies which is written 

by Melvin L. Silberman. (Zaini, 2008: xiv) defines that active learning as a 

learning which invites the learners to study actively. By studying actively, the 

students’ brain will be used to find the main idea, solve the problem, or apply 

what the students have learnt into real life. Therefore, active learning is 

needed by the students to get maximum result in their study.  

Active knowledge sharing is considered as a good strategy to teach 

reading. According to Zaini (2008: 22) active knowledge sharing is a strategy 

to drag the students immediately into the material. Beside that the teacher can 

also use it to access the knowledge level of the students and to assist in team 

building at the same time. Active knowledge sharing has been chosen because 

active knowledge sharing provides some procedures to pull the students into 

the material that will be taught. In this research, recount text is chosen as the 

materials that will be used because by learning recount text, the student’s 
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ability to analyze and comprehend about personal experience that have been 

written in the text form can be increased. Because of it, recount text will be 

good material for the students to increase the student’s comprehension in 

reading. There are some procedures in active knowledge sharing to teach 

reading in recount text: 

1. The teacher provides some cards related to the subject matter of the 

course. 

2. The teacher asks the students to take the cards randomly, and then they 

move to the tables that have been prepared by the teacher based on the 

code in the cards. Each student who gets the same code will be a 

group. 

3. The teacher asks the students to arrange all cards in a group so that it 

can be a recount text. 

4. Discussing the answer together with the students. 

5. The teacher gives another recount text for each student to be answered 

and give an opportunity to the students to ask about the questions that 

cannot be answered. 

6. Discussing the answer depend on the text serial that they have got in 

front of the class. 

7. The teacher gives a reward for the students who get high scores to 

motivate another student.  

Based on the previous explanation, it can be concluded that this research 

will be conducted to know the effectiveness of active knowledge sharing for 
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teaching reading entitled “The Effectiveness of Active Knowledge Sharing to 

Teach Reading in Recount Text to the Eight Grade Students of SMP N 1 

Somagede in Academic Years 2013/2014”.  

B. The Reason for choosing the topic 

In learning English, especially for junior high school students, reading is 

one of important skills that should be mastered by the students. The reason is 

that by having good skills in reading, the students can comprehend the 

material given by the teacher easily. Here, one of strategies that can be used to 

teach reading is active knowledge sharing. Active knowledge sharing  is 

considered as a good strategy to teach reading because it can motivate 

students’ activeness in learning reading. As a result, students can comprehend 

the text well and achieve the learning target which is given. 

C. The Problem of the research 

Based on the background, the problem of this research is “is active 

knowledge sharing  effective to teach reading in recount text  at the eight 

grade students of SMP N 1 Somagede  in academic year  2013/2014?’’ 

D. The Aim of the research  

The aim of this research is to find out  whether active knowledge sharing 

is  effective to teach reading  in recount text at junior high school especially of 

eight grade students or not. 
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E. The Limitation of the Study 

This research is focused on searching the effectiveness of Active 

Knowledge Sharing through pretest and post-test. In this research, Recount 

text is used by the researcher as the material. 

F. Clarification of the Terms 

To make the study  is easy to understand, the researcher needs to clarify 

the topic. 

Here are the clarifications of the terms: 

1. Effectiveness 

Effectiveness is comparison between degrees of goal of attainment 

with previous arranged planning, or the comparison of the real result 

with planned of result (Mulyasa, 2010: 173). 

2. Active knowledge sharing 

 Active knowledge sharing is a strategy to pull students 

immediatelly into the material. This strategy can be used to measure 

the knowledge level of the students and to support in team building 

(Silberman, 2009: 82). 

3. Teaching  

Teaching is an activity in organizing a surrounding and relating it with 

students in order that create a learning process (Sardiman, 2011: 48).  

4. Reading 

Reading is the brain’ activities to comprehend, digest, and mean 

symbols (Prasetyono, 2008: 57). 
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5. Recount Text 

Recount text is a text which has social function to retell events for the 

purpose of informing or entertaining (Widiati, 2008: 44). 

G. Contribution of the research 

The researcher hopes that this research will give contribution for teachers, 

students, schools, and other researchers. 

1. For the teachers 

a. Adding a reference of active knowledge sharing strategy in 

teaching reading. 

b. Helping teacher to know the fact of their students” comprehension 

in comprehending recount text in reading class. 

c. Improving teachers teaching skill 

2. For students 

a. Giving an experience of using active knowledge sharing strategy to 

learn reading comprehension. 

b. Making the students understand the lesson easily and increase 

students’ interest in learning reading. 

c. Motivating students to be more interested in learning reading 

comprehension, especially recount text. 

3. For schools 

Improving and developing the teaching and learning proccess, 

especially in comprehending recount text. 
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4. For other researchers 

Expecting this research will be useful for the next researchers. 
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