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CHAPTER II 

THEORETICAL REVIEW 

 

1. The Nature of Language Learning and Teaching 

1. Language Learning  

Language learning is a natural response and communicative needs 

(Productive and receptive) (Little wood, 1984: 97). Therefore, we should try 

to ensure that the learners are always aware of the communicative value of 

what they are learning. For example: we should help them to relate the 

language to the social context in classroom, learners should be helped to use 

the language for expressing their own personal and their own personality, and 

when possible, we should arrange contacts with native speaker.  

Burns (1995:99) at www.brookes.ac.uk/services/ocsd 

/2_learntch/theories.html, ‘conceives of learning as a relatively permanent 

change in behavior with behavior including both observable activity and 

internal processes such as thinking, attitudes and emotions.’ It is clear that 

Burns includes motivation in this definition of learning. Burns considers that 

learning might not manifest itself in observable behavior until some time after 

the educational program has taken place. 

According to Kimble and Garmezy as quoted by Brown (1987: 7) 

“Learning is relatively permanent change in behavioral tendency and is the 

result of reinforced practice.” A search in contemporary dictionaries reveals 
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that learning is “acquiring or getting of knowledge of a subject or skill by 

study, experience, or instruction.” 

Learning can happen when there is a process of practice from the 

learners. The practice, which takes place in the learning process, covers the 

changes of biological growth and development. Learning is more successful 

when students are involved the decisions about what to learn and how to 

learn, in setting learning goals and in setting rules that govern behavior and 

practice. So it is needed a good interaction and students’ participation to make 

an active learning.  

2. Language Teaching 

Teaching can not be defined apart from learning. Nathan Gage 

(1974:269) notes that “to satisfy the practical demands of education, theories 

of learning must be stood on their head’ so as a yield of theories of teaching.” 

Teaching is guiding and facilitating learning, enabling the learner to learn, 

setting the condition for learning.  

Teaching may be define as showing or helping someone to learn how 

doing something, giving instruction, guiding the study of something, 

providing with knowledge, causing to know or to understand. (Brown, 

1987:7)  

Finnocchiaro(1974: 17) states that “ the learners’ active participation in 

the learning process is fundamental premise of the two currently favored 

learning theories.” There are two theories of learning:  
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Stated simply, one-the cognitive code theory-underscores the fact that 

the learners brings to the task of learning an innate mental capability. He 

brings his perception of relationships and his unconscious formulation of the 

“rules” resulting from the discovery of the structure and organization of new 

material and from his perception its relationships with known material.  

The other theory, the association or operant conditioning is based on 

experimentation indicating that bond can be forged between a stimulus and 

response and that response are shaped and strengthened or extinguished by the 

reinforcement or rewards which should always follow the learner’s response 

to a stimulus.  

Both of these theories have a place in language learning. After the 

students have cognitive control of phonological, grammatical, and lexical 

patterns, he will develop the habit of using them with facility as he practices 

them in numerous activities.  

   Finnochiaro( 1974:10) says that: “ Since the students restructure what 

we teach him in his own way, we must become an active and responsible 

participant in the learning process; generally, the more responsibility he is 

given for his own learning , the more he will learn”  

The role of teacher in learner-centered tends to be facilitator, manager 

who is organize classroom act, analyzer who find out what students want or 

need or to learn and why, adviser who helps communication by paraphrase, 

confirmation and feedback. It is particular important for the teacher who adopt 
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this role to assist the temptation to dominate the class to interrupt and correct 

every linguistic error on the spot.  

In making class, which is accommodate students to get involved in class, 

teacher must know the characteristic of his students.  

Finnochiaro (1974:11) states that” students should be helped to perceive 

the relationship among the element in language, because transfer of learning is 

not automatic.” Students must be helped to recognize the shared elements of 

two or more language features. Every individual has different learning style 

and a different rate of learning. Activities in the classroom should take those 

different modalities into consideration.  

 

B.  Students’ Participation in Language Learning  

According to Tannenbaun and Hahn (see Sukidin, 2002: 159), 

participation is a level how far the member’s role involve themselves in activity 

and contribute the energy and thought in the implementation of the activity. 

While the Dusseldorp (see Sukidin, 2002: 159), participation is an activity or 

situation takes part in an activity to get the benefit optimally. 

Based on definition above, it can be said that participation is someone 

involvement both thought and energy to get the benefit from the activity. In this 

case, there are two kinds of participation, i.e.: contributive and initiative 

participation. According to Paulo Freire (see Basrowi, 1997) contributive 

participation is participation that supports participation to follow learning well. 
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While initiative participation aims more to the autonomous activity without 

structured in doing the tasks to have initiative to do the material hasn’t been 

thought by making brief notes. While based on Princeton University 

(http://www.Answer.com/topic/contributive), contributive means tending to bring 

about; being partly responsible for. Whereas in Miffin 

(http://www.Answer.com/topic/initative), initiative means the power or ability to 

follow through energetically with a pant or task; enterprise and determination.  

Thus, both contributive and initiative participation will form the  students always 

be active and creative, so they realize that science just can be got through the hard 

effort and realize the meaning of the importance of study.   

Based on the definition above, then the writer and the collaborator teacher 

determined the indicators of participation, below: 

1. Asking question 

2. Answering question 

3. Giving opinion 

4. Pronunciation 

5. Making sentences correctly 

6. Doing task 

The indicators of participation above have to be observed by the teacher or 

the collaborator teacher during teaching learning process. 

Participatory learning strategies were brought conducive due to students 

has more roles, more open. In this condition new ideas were easily received and 
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creativity expanded by the students though relationship. This system could be 

followed by the students that willing to join and to work hard also is autonomous 

before and being in-group work. Consequently, through their learning funds, 

students were more responsible toward the implementation of learning because 

they had motivation to learn. A teacher should motivate the students. There were 

general ways as efforts of the teacher to raise the students’ motivation, i.e.: 

1. Giving appreciation and critical 

2. To be held rivalry or competition among the students 

3. Giving prize and  punishment 

4. Announcing about the students progress in learning (Tim MKDK IKIP 

Semarang, 1996:8) 

From the explanation above, the teacher was not only as facilitator but 

also as motivator who have important roles. Through Drilling, the teacher were 

able to enhance students’ speaking participation. 

1. Factors of Students’ Low Participation 

 According to Abimayu in Sukidin et.al (2002:153) there are three 

causal factors of students’ low participation in teaching learning process, as 

follows: 

a. Students have less ability to form their own idea 

b. Students have less encouragement to give their opinion or suggestion to 

another,  
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c. Students have not accustomed to give their opinion or suggestion to other 

friends. 

Based on explanation above, teacher should sufficient comprehension 

about learners that become the aims of duty. This comprehension includes 

readiness, ability, disability and background of students, all that helped 

teacher to do their duty-well (Wardani and Suparno in Sukidin et, al, 

2002:153) 

The quality of education could be realized if teaching and learning 

activities run effectively. It means that learning process could run smoothly, 

directly, and appropriately with aims of learning. There were some criteria 

effectively teaching learning process, the teacher should: 

a. Be able to expand generalization concept and also be able to change 

abstract material lesson become clear and evidence, 

b. Be able to balance style and speed of learning that are different, 

c. Be able to balance learning development of learners that are different, and 

d. Be able to involve learners activity in teaching so teaching learning 

process can reach aims of program that have been decided. (Yursin in 

Sukidin. 2002:156) 

2. Factors of  Students’ High Participation 

Davis (1993) said that there were tactics to increase students’ 

participation, i.e.: 

a. To make certain that each student has an opportunity to talk in class  
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b. To plan an icebreaker  activity in the class 

c. To ask students to identify characteristic of an effective materials 

d. To periodically divide students into small groups 

e. To assign roles to students 

f. To use poker chips or “comment cards” to encourage and to give their 

comment. 

Moreover, Davis (http://www.curtin. Edu. au) said that there were 

some tactic to keep students talking, as follows : 

a. To built rapport with students 

b. To bring students outside comment into class  

c. To use non verbal cues to encourage participation  

d. To draw the students into a discussion  

e. To give quite students special encouragement  

f. To provide an opportunity to discourage students who monopolize the 

discussion 

g. To choose tactic fully correct wrong answers 

h. To reward but don’t grade students participation  

According to Virk (http://www.infed.org) there were some ways to 

help students become more comfortable participating, as follows: 

a. Providing students many opportunity 

b. Providing a safe and encouraging environment 

c. Explaining the value of the lesson material and its connection to learning 
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d. Providing a discussion rubric which includes good students participation 

examples 

Teacher was not only as people who teach but also people who teach 

him/herself through conversation with learners and at the last teacher is not 

only teaching but also is taught by learners. Teacher placed learners as 

individual who have potential and achievement that can be expanded not as 

empty bottle already be filled by anything, those effort will success if teachers 

be able to place themselves as facilitators of learning who devote attention to 

learner actively in take learning in the classroom or out classroom. 

Based on the all explanation above, the writer concludes that there are 

some factors that can improve students’ participation, i.e.: 

1. The environment in the classroom 

Teacher should provide competitive environment to motivate students in 

the classroom. 

2. The background of the students 

Teacher should know the background of the students. 

3. The motivation from the teacher 

Teacher should provided a safety, encouragement, and mutually 

appreciate environment in the classroom.  

4. The opportunities that provide by the teacher 

Teacher should provide students many opportunities, such as: 

a. Asking and giving opinion 

An Effort to Improve Students’ Participation..., Rudal Afgani Dirgantara, FKIP UMP, 2012



15 
 

b. Giving suggestion or opinion 

c. Leading discussion 

d. Giving rebuttal 

e. Doing task 

f. Sharing with peer or another friend about the lesson in the classrooms 

5. Management of the class 

Teacher periodically divides the class into groups  

3. The Important of Participation in Language Learning 

 There were some reasons about the importance of participation in 

language learning: 

1. Students’ participation will form the students always active and creative, 

so they realize that science just can be gotten through the hard effort 

2. By participating in the class it will make the students have more roles, 

more open and new ideas are easily received. 

3. The learning process becomes more meaningful because there is a process 

of taking and giving information between the teacher and the students. 

4. It can be a good measurement for the success of the implementation of the 

certain technique. 

5. Students participate in learning process becomes good starting points for 

them to get better achievement actually in their speaking ability. 
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 From the explanation above we know that the students’ participation in 

learning language is very important not only for the students but also for some 

other aspects.  

 

C. Drilling  

1. The Definition of Drilling 

At its simplest, drilling means listening to a model, provided by the 

teacher, or a tape or another student, and repeating what is heard. This was a 

repetition drill, a technique that still used by many teachers when introducing 

new language items to their students. The teacher said (models) the word or 

phrase and the students repeated it. 

This technique was based on Audio-lingual Method. Richard and Rodgers 

(1986) said that a number of learning principles in learning theory became the 

psychological foundations of Audiolingualism and came to shape its 

methodological practice. Some principles were: 

a. Foreign language learning is basically a process of mechanical habit 

formation. Good habits are formed by giving correct responses rather than by 

making mistakes. By memorizing dialogues and performing pattern drills the 

chances of producing mistakes are minimized. Language is verbal behavior- 

that is the automatic production and comprehension of utterances-and can be 

learned by inducing the students to do likewise. 
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b. Language skills are learned more effectively if the items to be learned in the 

target language are presented in spoken form before they are seen in written 

form.  

c. Analogy provides a better foundation for language learning than analysis. 

Analogy involves the processes of generalization and discriminations. Drills 

can enable learners to form correct analogies. Hence the approach to teach 

the teaching of grammar is essentially inductive rather than deductive. 

d. Teaching a language involves teaching aspects of the cultural system of the 

people who speak the language. 

2. The Purpose of  Drilling  

a. For teacher: 

1) Help in terms of classroom management, enabling us to vary the pace of 

the lesson or to get all learners involved. 

2) Help us recognize if new language is causing problems in terms of form 

or pronunciation. 

b. For students: 

1) Provide for a focus on accuracy. Increased accuracy (along with 

increased fluency and complexity) is one of the ways in which a 

learner's language improves so there is a need to focus on accuracy at 

certain stages of the lesson or during certain task types. 

2) Provide learners with intensive practice in hearing and saying particular 

words or phrases. They can help learners get their tongues around 
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difficult sounds or help them imitate intonation that may be rather 

different from that of their first language. 

3) Provide a safe environment for learners to experiment with producing 

the language. This may help build confidence particularly among 

learners who are not risk-takers. 

4) Help students notice the correct form or pronunciation of a word or 

phrase. Noticing or consciousness rising of language is an important 

stage in developing language competence. 

5) Provide an opportunity for learners to get immediate feedback on their 

accuracy in terms of teacher or peer correction. Many learners want to 

be corrected. 

6) Help memorization and atomization of common language patterns and 

language chunks. This may be particularly true for aural learners. 

7) Meet student expectations i.e. they may think drilling is an essential 

feature of language classrooms. 

3. The Procedure of Drilling 

Repetition in drilling had to be with attention, comprehension and interest. 

According to Amparo S. Lardizabal in Principles and Method of Teaching 

(1991: 61) a drill will be effective if the teacher follow certain step such as 

motivation, focalization, repetition with attention and application.  
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a. Motivation  

Motivation was necessary to arouse students to maximum and sustained 

effort. Students should be made to feel a need for the skill or activity and 

they should be made to want it.  In other words, the teacher should create 

interest inside the students. Correlating the lesson to students’ existing 

interest could serve the purpose. Interest also comes if the students were 

made aware of the outcomes to be achieved, the standard to be attained, 

and the progress they are making.   

b. Focalization 

A drill required students’ concentration and attention. That was why 

students’ attention should be focused on specific skill to be drilled on. In 

other side, the teacher who drills a class should be a good model.  

c. Repetition with attention  

As has been said before, more repetition not result without students’ 

attention. It will be something difficult when the students feel bored and 

tired. To handle this situation, the teacher can use game to get repetition 

with enjoyment and in sustaining interest.  

d. Application  

To show that the students get benefit from the drill, the students must be 

able to apply what they have learned. For example, if the drill is on giving 

direction, the good application would be giving direction how to get 

someplace.  
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4. The Advantages and Weaknesses of Drilling 

a. The Advantages of Drilling  

1) Drilling help our learners memorize language by the teacher’s control. 

2) The teacher can correct any mistakes that students make and encourage 

them to concrete on difficulties at the sometime. 

b. The Weaknesses of Drilling 

Drilling often make the students not very creative. In all drills learners have 

no or very little choice over what is said so drills are form of very 

controlled practice. The teacher needs to handle the drills, so that the 

students are not over used and they don’t go on far too long. One of the 

problems about drills is that they are fairly monotonous. 

 

D.  Teaching English Through Drilling Technique 

There are some steps how to apply drilling technique in teaching speaking.  

a. Firstly, students hear a model dialogue (either read by the teacher or on tape) 

containing the key structure that are the focus of the lesson. The lesson can 

be correlated with students’ interest in order to encourage their motivation. 

After that, they repeat each line of the dialogue, individually and in chorus. 

The teacher pays attention to pronunciation, intonation, and fluency. 

Correction of mistakes of pronunciation or grammar is direct and immediate. 

The dialogue is memorized gradually, line by line. A line may be broken 

down into several phrases if necessary. The dialogue is read aloud in chorus, 
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one half saying one speaker’s part and one other half responding. The 

students do not consult their book throughout this phase. 

b.  The dialogue was adapted to the students’ interest or situation, through 

changing certain key words or phrases. This is acted out by the students. 

c. Certain key structure from the dialogue are selected and use as the basis for 

pattern drills of different kinds. These are first practiced in chorus and then 

individually. Some grammatical explanation may be offered at this point, but 

this kept to an absolute minimum. 

d. The students may refer to their textbook, and follow-up reading, writing, or 

vocabulary activities based on the dialogue may be introduced. 

e. Follow-up activities may take place in the language laboratory, where further 

dialogue and drill work is carried out. 
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