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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of Research 

 English is a compulsory subject in junior high school. This condition demands 

the teacher to really provide good learning atmosphere to help the students learn 

the language well. Good learning atmosphere will give comfort to the students 

that will support in achieving learning goals. Therefore, should be good 

participation between the teacher and students to make the teaching and learning 

process run effectively. 

 There are four aspects in learning English, they are reading, speaking, writing, 

and listening. As a productive skill, speaking is one of the skills screaming most 

of the students. The common problem faced by the teacher in speaking class deals 

with the students’ anxiety to speak English. In fact, the learners were really shy 

and afraid to make mistakes when they speak English in front of the class. This 

condition became a great problem since the students’ participation could be a 

good starting point to students’ speaking ability. 

 The problem also happened at SMPN 1 Kedungbanteng. Based on the 

observation and interview with the teacher, it shown that the students’ 

participation in English speaking class was still low. It could be seen from the 

result of students’ achievement in their speaking. 
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The observation and interview results with the English teacher about students’ 

English learning participation at SMPN 1 Kedungbanteng shows there were three 

causes of the low of students’ participation in speaking: 

1. The students have less motivation to speak English. 

2. The students lack of confidence to speak English. They are still afraid to make 

mistakes so it makes the student afraid to ask question to the teacher. 

3. The students have limited English vocabulary.  

Dealing with the problems above, the teacher needed to give positive response 

concretely and objectively that was to improve the students’ activeness, either 

contributive or initiative form. Contributive participation included brief to deliver 

reflection to the teacher and others students, either in delivering the question 

form, idea, suggestion, rejection or following the lesson well. While initiative 

participation was students’ participation in doing the task by themselves 

spontaneously and unstructured, initiative to ask the exam or others.   

Based on the fact, the students’ participation at SMPN 1 Kedungbanteng was 

still low, so it needed a solution. One of the alternatives was by implementing a 

certain technique of teaching speaking, that was drilling.  

 

B. Reason for Choosing the Topic 

In this paper the writer tried to improve students’ speaking activeness by 

drilling technique at the first grade of SMPN 1 Kedungbanteng Academic Year 

2010/2011 for the following reasons: 
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1. Speaking is productive skill that has to be mastered. But in fact, the students 

had problem in this skill actually with their speaking participation which can 

be a good starting point to students’ speaking ability. So, to improve the 

students’ speaking participation it needed certain treatment. 

2. The writer and the teacher agreed to improve students’ speaking participation 

by drilling technique. Drilling could help the students to be confident and 

motivated in their speaking class. 

 

C. Problem of the Research 

The problem of this research can be formulated as follow: 

Was drilling technique able to improve the students’ speaking participation at the 

first grade of Class VII F of SMP N 1 Kedungbanteng in Academic Year 

2011/1012? 

 

D.  Aim of the Research 

Based on the problem formulation above, the aim of the research was to 

improve students’ speaking participation at the first grade of class VII F of SMPN 

1 Kedungbanteng in Academic Year 2011/2012. 
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E.  Clarification of Key Terms 

To understand the title more easily, essential term of this research classified 

as follows: 

1. Improving 

The New Glorier Webster international Dictionary of the English Language 

(Kellerman,1976:483) states that improving is to be able to bring to a more 

desirable or excellent condition. Thus, improving is to make someone or 

something better than before. 

2. Learning 

Burns (1995:99) at www.brookes.ac.uk/services/ocsd 

/2_learntch/theories.html, ‘conceives of learning as a relatively permanent 

change in behaviour with behaviour including both observable activity and 

internal processes such as thinking, attitudes and emotions.’  

3. Participation 

According to Tannenbaun and Hahn (see Sukidin, 2002: 159), participation is 

a level how far the member’s role involve themselves in activity and 

contribute the energy and thought in the implementation of the activity. 

4. Drilling  

Drilling is to teach somebody to do something by making them repeat it a lot 

of times (Oxford Advance Learner’s Dictionary). Here drilling is divined as a 

technique in which students listen to the teacher and then pronounce by 

themselves repeatedly. 
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F. Contribution of the Research 

The contributions of the research are:   

1. For teacher: 

This gave valuable experience of using more interesting and meaningful way 

of teaching speaking through drilling.  

2. For students: 

This research gave learning experience which could give more positive view 

about learning English, so the students could be more active in getting 

involved in every class activity. 
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