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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of the Study 

Vocabulary should be at the centre of language teaching because “a 

language consists of grammaticalized lexis, not lexicalized grammar” 

(Lewis, 2000). It is accepted that choosing words carefully in certain 

situations is more important than choosing grammatical structure.We 

cannot effectively communicate if we do not have good vocabulary 

knowledge. 

 Learning vocabulary is not only knowing the meaning of words but 

we have to know how it is used in sentence appropriately. Some words 

have their own pair creation to make an appropriate structure of phrase and 

proper utterance. Besides grammar that must be considered to be mastered, 

the other language area which applied equally to be mastered is 

vocabulary mastery. This orientation from grammar to vocabulary is 

definitely a right step which has been taken in language teaching and 

learning. 

Vocabulary creates the meaning whereas grammar conveys relation 

between the words in order to make a proper sentence and utterance. When 

the learners do not understand the meaning of the key word, they will be 

unable to join the conversation even though they know the morphology 

and syntax of that language. One of the ability to enhance understanding 
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of vocabulary is the acquisition to collocate the words or collocational 

knowledge. 

Collocations play a significant role in the learning process of a second 

or a foreign language. In addition, collocation is closely related to 

vocabulary learning. The importance of learning word combinations such 

as collocations are obviously highlighted by studies that emphasized they 

are easily taught and retrieved by learners (Banboua, 2016). Moreover, the 

use of collocations is regarded as an important topic among linguists to 

improve students‟ language abilities.  

Collocations have proven to be an important part of vocabulary 

development. Learners‟ knowledge of collocations develops in parallel 

with their knowledge of vocabulary. For example, the word 

“understanding”, which means knowledge about subject, situation, etc. 

can occur with many words such as gain understanding, enhance 

understanding, full understanding, good understanding, profound 

understanding (Angkana, 2008). In other words, collocational knowledge 

is crucial for language acquisition.  

English university students should have some knowledge of 

collocations because they have probably met a number of simple chunks 

such as to take a bath and “to do an exercise” or more difficult ones such 

as to go for good. In fact, many university students made mistake in 

choosing the word and its pair. For example, the word“interested with” 

that often found in written and spoken form by the students. The 
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appropriate pair for “interested” is adding the proper preposition “in” not 

“with”,because the word “interested” must be served by preposition to 

indicate syntactical linkage. In accordance with those understanding, the 

word must admitted by native speaker and it is used approvingly. To 

support the statements, Lewis stated that collocations are the common 

combinations of words that native speakers use instinctively. Especially, 

the ability to collocate the word can be applied in writing and speaking 

skill, because they will give learners an opportunity to practice 

collocations in their  written  and oral form. Therefore it will help learners 

acquire the language more quickly. 

Many students are not aware of the existence of collocation and they 

often find difficulties when choosing the appropriate word and its pair. 

Instead, they give more priority to grammar learning. Both vocabulary and 

grammar are worth learning and they must be learned impartially. 

Therefore, the writer was interested in investigating the collocational 

knowledge of the sixth semester English students in Muhammadiyah 

University of Purwokerto. It is also an indirect way to encourage students 

to realize the existence of English collocations. If the students want to 

master the language or to be a native-speaker like, they should be 

competent in using collocations. Otherwise, they will surely be foreign. 
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B. Reasons for  Choosing the Topic 

There are some reasons of choosing the topic. The reasons are as follow: 

1. Vocabulary mastery is one of  the major factors for success in learning 

language.  

2. Collocation is one of the ability to enhance the vocabulary mastery. 

3. The ability to collocate the word can be used as the instrument to 

measure the vocabulary mastery and it can be applied to improve the 

English skills particularly in writing and speaking skill.  

C. Problem of Study  

The problem of the study is stated in the following question: 

“ To what extent do the sixth semester English students know the    

   grammatical and lexical collocation?” 

D. The Aim of the Study   

The aim of the research is to find out the extent to which; 

“ Students of the sixth semester student major in English Department  

   know grammatical and lexical collocation. 

E. Clarification of the Term 

To understand the topic more easily, essential terms of this research is 

classified as follows:  

1. A collocation 

Collocation means a natural of words; it refers to the way English 

words are closely associated with each other. For example, pay and 
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attention go together, as do commit and crime, blond goes with hair 

and heavy with rain. (O‟Dell, F., & McCarthy, M.., 2008) 

2. A collocate  

A collocate is another word or words which often occurs with a 

particular word. For example, bitter chocolate and chocolate bar, 

bitter and bar are collocates. (Angkana, 2008) 

F. The Contribution of Research  

This research is expected to give contribution to:  

1. Students 

The writer hopes that this research will inform the students about the 

importance of English collocation in language learning. Hopefully, the 

students will give more priority to learn vocabulary and grammar 

impartially.  

2. Other Researchers 

This research can be a beneficial source for other researchers to 

conduct a research with the same topic, and it can be used as a 

motivation to develop another better research. 
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