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CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

A. Background of the study 

English as an international language is very important to communicate 

with other people in different countries. In Indonesia, English is a foreign 

language and it had been learn by students from elementary school up to 

university level. The one of the problems to learn English in school and  the 

most important thing in learning English is that students should master 

English vocabulary because it is the one important aspects in learning a 

foreign language and without a proportional amount of vocabulary anyone 

will get trouble in their speaking, reading, listening. Wilkins (1974: 111) 

states that “while without grammar very little can be conveyed without 

vocabulary nothing can be conveyed”. It means that we could not accept that 

vocabulary would be initially less important that grammar, but vocabulary is 

one of important aspects in learning English. 

Vocabulary has four aspects such as meaning, spelling, pronunciation, 

word classes, and word use (Mardianawati, 2012:11). One of important 

elements of word classes in constructing a sentence is verb. 

Verb is part of speech typically used to indicate an action of the 

subject (Hornsby, 1990). The verbs can be divided according to the job they 

do in a sentence. There are kinds of verb such as finite and non finite verb, 
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auxiliary verbs, linking verb, action verb and non action verb, transitive verb 

and intransitive verb, regular and irregular verb, and compound verb. 

The students learn English through textbook. Textbook is a book 

about a particular subject that is used in the study of that subject especially in 

a school. To make students understand material, the teachers used the 

textbook to teach their students. The textbooks that appropriate with the 

curriculum criteria will make learning English for the students easy to 

understand the material and increase their vocabulary in English language. 

Students are able to comprehend the materials given by teacher from 

the textbook, the contents of that is various means that contains of passage, 

texts, questions, etc. From the passage of text provided in the book, the main 

element of constructing is the structure of the sentence that should be in 

organized sequence. Both teacher and students do not care about the 

organization of the sentences; they only focus on the contents of it. 

Based on the statement above, the writer focuses on verbs used in the 

textbooks to learning English language at Junior High School. So the writer 

chooses the topic “A Study of Verbs Used in “English in Focus” textbook”. 

B. The reason choose the topic 

The analyses of English in focus textbooks for student of Junior High 

School will be conducted because of some reason are follows: 
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1. The textbook is an important role for shaping the knowledge of the 

students since the book will be used as the learning source of the students 

to study. 

2. There are many word classes in the textbooks to learn English, such as 

noun, pronoun, verb, adjective, adverb, preposition, conjunction. The 

writer is interested to know how much and the types of verbs used in the 

textbook “English in Focus” for 7th, 8th, 9thof Junior High School. 

C. The problem of the study 

Based on the background of the research, the writer can formulate the 

problems of the research as follow: 

1. How many of verbs are used in “English in Focus” textbooks? 

2. What kinds of verbs that are often and rarely used in “English in Focus” 

textbook? 

D. Aims of the study 

The aims of the study are: 

1. The writer wants to know how many of verbs are used in “English in 

Focus” textbook.  

2. The writer wants to know what kinds of verbs that often and rarely used 

in “English in Focus” textbook. 

E. The Contribution 

Give information for the reader the various verbs which usually used in the 

textbook. 
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