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CHAPTER II 

THEORITICAL REVIEW 

 

A. English Speaking Skill 

Speaking skill is a forte which must be mastered in the learning foreign 

language to communication with the other people in around the word. A good 

speaking is clear and informative. Therefore, speaking ability cannot be apart 

from listening ability because it is important to get success in carrying out oral 

communication. 

a) The Concept of Speaking 

Speaking is one of language skills in English. Speaking is not a 

talent skill but this is a skill that must be found by practicing, trying hard 

to produce many kinds of word little by little continuously, and seriously 

in order to speak well. In order to be able speak in a foreign language in 

this case English, it is necessary to know about fluency, grammar, 

vocabulary, pronunciation, and content as well. Therefore, we do not 

merely know how to assemble sentences in abstract, but we have to 

produce the words correctly with a correct fluency, grammar, vocabulary, 

pronunciation, and content in order to get success in carrying out oral 

communication. 

To measure speaking skill, there are five aspects which generally 

recognized in analysis of the speaking process: 
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a. Fluency 

It refers to someone ability to speak easily and smoothly. 

Communicating fluently in English allows us to connect with people, 

participate, and solve the problem in the society. Fluent communication 

requires understanding what is being spoken and being able to produce 

the words easily, well pronounced, and accurate messages in return by 

speaking (Rios, 2013:1). 

b. Grammar 

It conduct someone ability to organize words into sentence 

grammatically correct and the ability to apply the grammatically rules 

appropriately. It is also stated by Mart (2012:93) that grammar help 

learner to build comprehensible sentences in speaking. It means that if 

they master the grammar, it is easy for the students to produce 

sentences systematically in writing and speaking, and understand easily 

in reading and listening. 

c. Vocabulary 

Vocabulary appears in every language skills. Vocabulary is 

understands the meaning of words, so communication does not occur if 

there are no words (Mart, 2012:93). Vocabulary is important to be 

mastered the language because without vocabulary we cannot say with 

the other people. 
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d. Pronunciation 

Pronunciation appears in every language skills. Pronunciation 

aspect required a subject to pronounce the word with correct sounds, 

tones and the voice was clear and easy to hear (Devianti:2014). 

Learners with good pronunciation in English are more likely to be 

understood even if they make errors in other areas, whereas learners 

whose pronunciation is difficult to understand will not be understood, 

even if their grammar is perfect. It means that despite we cannot 

pronounce the word like a native speaker, at least the word that we 

pronounce can be understood, so that we can communicate well. 

e. Content 

 To know the quality of a product, it cannot be judged as having 

excellent quality when it is seen only from the contents involved. But it 

must be seen from other points such as the validity (Conten ) of the 

product. According to Nieven in Nieven et al (2007), validity of the 

product can be seen from its content validity. She explained that content 

validity is about theory/literature review gathered in preliminary 

observation.  

Based on the definition above it can be concluded that speaking 

needs a kind of practice when we want to master it such a: how to 

pronounce the word correctly, what is the mean word that we pronounce 

and so on. Therefore, speaking is the competence to pronounce the 

articulation sounds or word in order to express the ideas or feeling. So, 
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speaking is just a way of people to expressing ideas, feelings, and to show 

how far the insight that they have. 

Besides that, speaking is important skill that must be mastered by 

the students. With the speaking they can be able to expressing the ideas, 

opinions, wishes, attitudes, feelings, and information orally. Therefore, 

they should have the wide insight knowledge of sound, structure, and 

vocabulary of English language. 

b) The Importance of Speaking 

The main goal of learning English in general is formed four 

language skills; such as listening, speaking, writing, and reading. Between 

the four language skills, speaking or spoken language is considered as a 

primary from language, for that reason Nunan stated that speaking is the 

most important aspect of learning second foreign language (Nunan, 

1991:39). In the learning English, all the people must be able to speak 

English, because it is international language and in their life always 

language to communicate, without speaking we cannot communicate with 

the other people, impossible to used writing. According to Ramelan(1992: 

13) that all the human beings whenever they live always speak language, 

although they do not have any writing system to record their language. 

As an essential skill in language learning, speaking is very 

important to be taught to the students in the school because there are some 

reasons why speaking is very important for the students. First, the way of 

speaking is to inform. Its‟ mean that by speaking, we can informs to the 
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listener what we want. And by speaking, we could inform our idea when 

we want to express outside. Second, by speaking we could express our 

feeling, whether they are sad or happy. In this condition, people could 

entertain other people by speaking in funny story, by a joke, or humour. 

And the last, people speak in order to persuade someone to do something. 

By speaking, we could ask the other people to do or not to do something. 

c) Type of Speaking 

Speaking is one of the language skills that should be taught in the 

communicative activities. According to (Kayi, 2006) there are many 

types of speaking activities which are done in the classroom, like: 

a. Discussion. 

This activity critical thinking and quick decision making, and 

students learn how to express and justify themselves in polite ways while 

disagreeing with the others. For efficient group discussion, it is always 

better not to form large groups, because quiet students may avoid 

contributing in large groups. The group members can be either assigned 

by the teacher or the students may determine it by themselves, but group 

should be rearranged in every discussion activity so that students could 

work with various people and learn to be open to different ideas. Then in 

the class or group discussion whatever the aim is, the students should 

always be encouraged to ask questions, paraphrase ideas, express 

support, check for clarification, and so on. 
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b. Role-play 

One other way of getting students to speak is role-playing. Role-

play activity is when the students are asked to imagine that they are in a 

different situation and act accordingly. Students pretend they are in 

various social contexts and have a variety of social roles. In role-play 

activities, the teacher gives information to the learners such as who they 

are and what they think or feel. In this activity, students can note what 

they have heard to know where good and bad English. Moreover, they 

can discuss it with their teacher what and how to proper it. 

c. Simulations 

Simulation is very similar to role-play but what makes simulations 

different than role-play are more elaborate. In simulations, the students 

can bring items to the class to create a realistic environment. For 

instance, if a student‟s is acting as a singer, she rings microphone to sing 

and so on. Role-play and simulations have many advantages. Firs, since 

they are entertaining, they motivate the students. Second, they increase 

the self-confidence hesitant students, because in role-play and 

simulations activities, they will have a different role and do not have to 

speak for themselves, which means they do not have to take the same 

responsibility. 

d. Information Gap 

In this activity, students are supposed to be working in pairs. One 

student would have the information that other partner does not have and 
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the partners would share their information. Information gap activities 

serve many purposes such as solving a problem or collecting information. 

Also, each partner plays an important role because the task cannot be 

completed if the partners do not provide the information the others need. 

These activities are effective because everybody has the opportunity to 

talk extensively in the target language. 

e. Story telling 

Students could briefly summarize a tale or story they heard from 

somebody before hand, or they may create their own stories to tell their 

classmates. Story telling fosters creative thinking. It also helps students 

express ideas in the format of beginning, development, and ending, 

including the characters and setting a story has to have. Students also can 

tell riddles or jokes. For instance, at the very beginning of each class 

session, the teacher may call a few students to tell short riddles or jokes 

as an opening. In the way, not only would the teacher address students‟ 

speaking ability, but also get the attention of the class. 

f. Interviews 

Students could conduct interviews on selected topics with various 

people. It is a good idea that the teacher provides a rubric to students so 

that they know what type of questions they can ask or what path to 

follow, but the students should prepare their own interview questions. 

Conducting interviews with people gives students a chance to practice 

their speaking ability not only in class but also outside and helps them 
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becoming socialized. After interviews, each student can present his or her 

study to the class. Moreover, students can interview each other and 

“introduce” his or he partner to the class. 

g. Reporting 

Before coming to class, students were asked to read a newspaper or 

magazine in the class, they report to their friends what they find as the 

most interesting news. Students can also talk about whether they have 

experienced anything worth telling their friends in their daily lives before 

class. 

 

B. Impromptu Speech 

a) Definition of Impromptu Speech 

An impromptu speech is given on the spur of the moment, without 

previous specific preparation' whereas 'An extemporaneous speech is 

carefully prepared and practiced, but the exact wording is determined at 

the time of utterance (Verderber 1997:231,232). It means that impromptu 

speech was given without any preparation, any notes or other additional 

materials; it was a spontaneous reaction to express the idea. It intimidates 

many students who do not have a good command of the English language. 

Some choose to give up before the contest date while others stand 

speechless on the stage. These problems could be categorized in to three 

aspect such as language, speaking skill and bag round knowledge. It was 
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caused by students that have a narrow knowledge, and some make 

frequent mistakes with their grammar usage. 

 

 

b) Strength and Weaknesses of the Impromptu Speech 

1) Strength of the Impromptu Speech 

Impromptu speech could produce the original sentence with 

publish their ideas in front of the people.  If they often to practice it, 

they can be confident to deliver the knowledge. Shu-min hsienh (2006) 

states that nothing argues the importance of preparation and practice 

better. It means that with preparation some people uncertain to Practice 

better. Moreover without preparation some people will be speaking 

better because it was qualified. By lasting practice without preparation, 

some people would conquer in the stage fright, and the characteristics 

of a good public speech mentioned above can be achieved.  

2) Weaknesses of the Impromptu Topics 

To speak in front of many people is difficult because it is 

require the long time to practice it. Shu-min hsienh (2006) states that 

making an effective speech in front of many people is a more complex 

process than marely “talking” to friends, strangers, or colleagues (shu-

min hsienh). Through time and effort, some people can improve 

speaking skill in front of people. For example the teacher must give it 

in every English process but this is not possible because in addition to 
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speak, there are three basic skills again in English, such as reading, 

writing, listening. This is not possible if each English lesson using 

speaking skill. 

C. Language Learning Problem 

In the learning language, especially if we want to learn foreign 

language automatically we will meet all kinds of learning problem. The 

problems can be difficult by them because it is not their mother tongue, they 

can meet with the new vocabulary and the unfamiliar ways of arranging the 

foreign words into sentences. 

a) Problem in Learning Foreign Language 

Learning a foreign language always obliged in this country, so all 

the school learn it, but in the fact they not only learn it in the school. 

They spend their entire lives trying to achieve native like fluency. They 

spend much time to learn it, like: vocabulary, grammar, pronunciation, 

structure and others. It is very difficult to them because they not native 

language. 

Many students suggest that learning foreign language is difficult. 

Lee and Fisiak in Tarigan (1995: 24) mention the cause‟s whish make 

difficulties in learning foreign language those are: 

1) The main cause of the difficulty in learning foreign language in 

mother tongue interference. 
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2) The difficulty encountered by the student in learning a foreign 

language is caused y the different element found between his or her 

language and target language. 

3) The degree of difficulty in learning is determined by the degree of 

difference between the two languages. The greater the difference 

between student‟s language and the target language the more 

difficult it will be for the student to learn the foreign language. 

  Based on the statement about learning foreign language, it 

can be conclude that those problems which are meets by the student in 

learning foreign language that are as follows: 

a. The problem in the learning foreign language is learning new sound 

system or pronunciation. 

b. The problem in the learning foreign language is learning new 

vocabulary items. 

c. The problem in the learning foreign language is learning new 

grammatical system. 

b) Problem in Speaking 

One of basic skills in the learning English is speaking. In a process 

of speaking, the students will meets all kinds of problems caused by 

some factor which influence on achieving a goal of the study. There are 

lack confidence, less motivation, and lack of support. 

First, the students do not speak English because lack of confidence. 

The students do not attempt to speak English because they are afraid to 
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make mistakes. According to Brown (2001: 269) state that one of the 

major obstacles learners has to overcome in learning to speak is the 

anxiety generated over the risk of blurting things out that are wrong, 

stupid, or incomprehensible.  Lawtie (2004) state that students might 

lack confidence in their ability to speak confidently let alone in English. 

The pressure of getting ashamed is one of main factor. 

Second, the students do not speak English because they have less 

motivation. Motivation is one of things that important that the students 

should have. When learning process happen, the teacher always asked 

the students “what they think”, they should answer with spoken English 

in the class, but in the fact when they given it, they just dazed silent 

because have to practice English, it means that the students have not 

motivation in the learning English especially in the speaking. 

Skeffington (2004) said that students who are not motivated in learning 

English, do not learn how to speak or do not get any opportunity to 

speak in the language classroom will lose interest in speaking English. 

The last, the students do not speak English because lack of support. 

It means that the surrounding people have to support the student to 

learn it, like classroom atmosphere or linguistic support. Classroom 

atmosphere means that in the class they not always using English 

because they not native language and lack motivation to learn it. 

Linguistics support means that the knowledge of the formal aspects of 

speaking such us pronunciation, vocabulary, grammar, and the 
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appropriate use of spoken language. Based on the statement can be 

conclude that most of students have less knowledge to speak English. 

Lawtie (2004) states that the learners do not want to speak English 

because what they think, “I don‟t know what to say or how to say it.”   

D. Kind of Test in Speaking 

Testing the ability of speak is a most important aspect of language 

testing.  Heaton (1975: 84-88) states that there are kinds of test in speaking: 

a. Reading Aloud 

Many present days, oral test include a test of reading aloud in 

which students is given a short time to read cursory before being required 

reading it aloud. 

b. Oral Drill 

This kind of speaking can be used to help measure extensive oral 

production from repetitive drills to transformational sentence and 

construction drills. This repetition is very useful for testing phoneme 

discrimination, stress, intonation, while structure and situation drills are 

clearly more use for evaluating how the students can contain when they 

certain structure well. 

c. Using Picture 

Pictures, maps and diagrams can be used in oral production test in 

similar ways. Picture of single objects can be used for testing the 

production of significant phoneme contras while a picture of a scene or 

incident can be use for examining the total oral skills. 
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d. The oral interviews 

In the oral interview, scoring is highly subjective and thus 

sometimes has only reliability. Moreover, the performance of the 

students in a particular interview may not accurately reflect her true 

ability. 

e. Group discussion and role play 

Reciprocal speech is tested in each situation but the examination 

themselves are more appropriate for native speaker than for foreign 

learners. The little work, which has been done on examining oral skills 

through group discussion, has pointed to the importance of having a 

leader and also having something to do. Directed conversation 

examinations involve role-playing and thus many extra linguistics 

factors. Two or more students are given a situation and then assigned 

roles. 
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