
 

CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of the Research 

Teacher’s responsibilities and attitudes have important role in 

classroom activities. The teacher spend most of the time each year in the 

classroom either teaching or preparing activities. The attitude of a teacher is 

one of the decisive factors for the development of students in the future. 

Since of the attitude of a teacher is not only seen from teaching time, but 

also seen his behavior in daily life by the students.  

Look inside almost any classroom today, each student comes to 

school, not only with unique academic needs, but also with unique 

background experiences, culture, language, personality, interests, and 

attitudes toward learning. Teachers recognize that all of these factors affect 

how students learn in the classroom, and they adjust their instruction to meet 

students' needs either individualized or differentiated instructions. 

Thus, "differentiated instruction is not the same as individualized 

instruction. Every students is not learning something different; they are all 

learning the same thing, but in different ways. Moreover, every students 

does not need to be taught individually; differentiating instruction is a matter 

of presenting the same task in different ways and at different levels, so that 

all students can approach it in their own ways" (Trujo, 2004). It is important 

to gain these instructions when teaching especially in EFL class because we 

can find students who have great grade level and others who are behind. 
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Some learn best by working with other kids, while others prefer working 

alone. In addition, some students need special help along the way to fill in 

areas where they struggle. 

Most teachers do not aware with students’ struggle, they just give 

what they know from the syllabus. They expect students to learn the same 

way, at similar rate and force students to understand their instructions 

without release that these are the wrong ways. They have to consider 

students’ needs, abilities and levels. Actually, teachers’ attitude and 

behavior are related to the quality of the instruction and understanding of 

instruction itself.   

To implement individualized and differentiated instruction is not 

easy for the teachers because they face more than one problems. Similar 

report state, 

Some problems such as lack of materials and technological equipment, 

and crowded class. Moreover, the results of this study show that teachers 

need more support, resources; training and time to carry out 

individualized instruction effectively. Similar findings were reported by 

Vaughn et al. (1996). Their study showed that the teachers identified that 

some factors such as class size, inadequate resources, and lack of adequate 

teacher preparation would affect the success of inclusion. (Karadag, 

Ruhan, 2010) 

 However, it is an intention to know the effective effort to force 

instructions both individualized and differentiated that will positively 

enhance quality of the teachers’ instruction. From many perspectives, 

using individualized and differentiated instructions is the most helpful 

strategy for teachers to arrange curriculum, and put theory in practice in 

order to meet EFL students’ needs in English language learning. 
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B. Reasons for Choosing the Topic 

The reasons the researcher choose a topic about individualized and 

differentiated instructions in ELF classes are: 

1. Teachers’ attitude is reflected in a teacher’s behaviors toward positive 

teaching and thus behaviors are easily copied by students and teachers’ 

positive attitudes have positively influence students’ personality as well 

as their life. 

2. Individualized instruction starts with the needs of the one students and 

differentiated is a teaching method for group of students. In this context, 

teacher adjust their instruction to meet students' needs either 

individualized or differentiated instructions. 

C. Problem of the Study 

The following research question provides the direction for this 

study: 

1. How do teachers implement individualized and differentiated 

instructions in EFL classes of junior high school? 

2. Is there any difference between individualized and differentiated 

instructions? 

D. Aim of Study 

The aim in this study is to portrait how teachers implement 

individualized and differentiated instructions in EFL classes of junior high 

school. In addition, in this study will determine whether individualized and 

differentiated instruction are different. 
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E. Contribution of Study 

The results of this research are expected to give additional information 

for English teachers. They have to know that students have unique 

background experiences, culture, language, personality, interests, and 

attitudes toward learning. It will make different result in their understanding 

the instruction. Secondly, it is also for encourage teachers’ consideration in 

preparing instruction whether it is designed for group or individual.  

F. Classification of Term 

1. Teachers’ Attitude 

Attitude defined by Thurstone, Likert, and Osgood (cited in Azwar, 

2011: 4) is a form of evaluation or reaction of felling. It is also reinforced 

by Azwar (2011: 23) that attitude is a shape or condition of someone 

including his/her cognitive, affective, and conative component. 

2. Individualized Instruction 

Individualized instruction is the effort on the part of a school to organize 

the learning environment to take into account individual students 

characteristics and needs to make use of flexible instructional practices. 

Keefe and Jenkins, 2002 (cited in Ruhan Karadag, 2010). 

3. Differentiated Instruction 

Differentiated instruction is based on the idea that because students 

differ significantly in their strengths, interests, learning styles, and 

readiness to learn. (Tomlinson, 2004). 
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