
 

 

 
 

CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of Study 

English is one of the international language that is used by many 

people in the world and in many areas of everyday life. Therefore, English 

is as a means of communication with people from other countries about 

many aspects in human life such as technology, education, economy, social, 

and politic. 

For Indonesian, English is a foreign language. Learning foreign 

language is an integrated process of the four basic skills: listening, speaking, 

writing, and reading that the learners should study them.  

Grabe and Stoller (2002: 9) stated that reading is a way to draw 

information from the printed page and interpret the information  

appropiately. Further, by reading can get more important informaion in 

surrounding environment, and reading also have important role in social 

environment.  

Reading skill is crucial in our life. Reading plays a very important part 

in our life. Through reading we can explore the world, countries that have 

never been visited before, and the minds and ideas of great  people in the past, 

all of which will enrich our experience and knowledge, and broaden our 

horizon (Ramelan, 1990:I). Therefore, the learners must have a good reading 

skill. By having a good reading skill the learners in the school will have a 
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good reading comprehension. If the learners have a good reading 

comprehesion, they will have  a better chance to succeed in his study at 

school. Because through reading, everyone especially students can get many 

advantages such as information, knowledge, experience, and science. They 

can get them, if they know and understand the content of the text. But, 

nowadays, comprehending the text is one of the problems that the students 

face in reading. It caused by characteristics of reading which is very complex. 

It is supported by Finocchiaro (1974:79) Reading is a complex skill. In order 

to “get” meaning and the read with ease and enjoyment, students must know 

the sounds of the language, its structures, its vocabularies. It is obvious that 

reading is hard and difficult, one of the text that should be mastered by 

students to develop their reading skill  is Recount Text. According Joko 

Priyana et al (2008: 160)  Recount text is a text that telling the reader about 

one story,action, event, or activity.  By reading recount text the students can 

know all the language of recount text. 

 

B. Reason of Choosing the Topic 

Improving students reading comprehension through Paraphrase  

strategy is chosen because of some reason: 

1. Reading is the most important skill in learning English. It can improve 

your vocabulary and language skills; moreover reading can boost your 

creativity and make you more knowledgeable. 
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2. Paraphrase Strategy is a good strategy in teaching reading to make the 

students comprehend the Recount Text. 

 

C. Problem of Study 

Based on the background of study, the problem is stated by question “ 

Can paraphrase strategy improve students‟ reading comprehension?” 

 

D. The Aim of Study 

The aim of this research is to improve students‟ reading 

comprehension through paraphrase strategy at class X-1 of SMA Negeri 1 

Belik  in academic 2014/2015. 

 

E. Clarifications of the Terms 

The clarification of terms in this research is intended to give clear 

definition about some terms to avoid missunderstanding, the terms as 

follows: 

1. Improving  

Improving is a continually systematic process to increase the quality of 

teaching and learning process that is intended to reach the goal 

effectively and efficienttly. Zamroni (2007:2) 

2. Reading Comprehension  

Reading comes from  the word “read” wich means to look and 

understand the meaning of written or printed material (Hornby, 1995: 
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967). Comprehension is the power of understanding (Hornby: 235). 

Comprehension refers to the act of comprehending, including an 

embracing, a comprising, and capacity of the mind to understand and 

receive the ideas. 

So, reading comprehension is a capacity of the mind to understand the 

meaning of written words or symbols. 

3. Paraphrase  

Paraphrase means putting into your  one‟s words of what you have been 

read or heard from research source ( Taylor, 2003). 

 

 

F. Contribution of the Study 

Because the topic has very important implication in the teaching and 

learning achievement in English, the writer has deep hope in mind that this 

research or this study can have meaningful contribution toward the 

improvement of English achievement. The followings are some specific 

contribution of this study: 

1. For The Students 

The students can improve their comprehension in reading, so they can 

read and comprehended all kinds of texts easily through a Paraphrase 

Strategy. 
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2. For English Teaacher  

The result of this contribution will be very useful for the teacher to 

increase their knowledge about reading strategy.  

3. For School 

The result of the research will be an input for every school to improve 

and develop English teaching and learning process. 

4. For Other Researchers 

It can be very useful in understanding the lesson and it may be useful in 

giving some information for further research in the same topic.  
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