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CHAPTER II 

THEORITICAL REVIEW 

 

A. Writing  

1. The Definition of Writing 

Communication can be done in two ways: in oral and written form. 

When someone cannot share the ideas by speaking, he or she can use a 

written form to communicate with others. Gaith (2002: 1) states that 

writing is a complex process that allows writers to explore thoughts and 

ideas, and make them visible and concrete. Writing encourages thinking 

and learning. It motivates communication and makes thought available for 

reflection when thought is written down, ideas can be examined, 

reconsidered, added to, rearranged, and changed. 

Writing has been characterized as written thinking. The students 

should be encouraged to express their ideas, experiences, thoughts, and 

feelings (Finocchiaro, 2007:89) 

In other word, writing is the mental work of inventing ideas, 

thinking about how express them, and organizing them into statements and 

paragraphs that will be clear to a reader (Nunan, 2003:88).  

From the definition above, it can be concluded that writing is a way 

to produce language that comes from our thought, ideas, feeling and 

experiences. It is written on a piece of paper or computer screen. 
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2. The Purposes of Writing 

The purposes of writing have to do with goal or aims of writing. 

Thinking about purposes of writing, it means thinking to motivate people 

to write. There are so many students who never care of the purpose of 

writing. It is supposed that the students have already known the purposes 

of their writing, especially writing descriptive text that is to describe 

something. Therefore, they have to be aware of these purposes. In learning 

process, students often think the purpose of writing is to fulfill the 

assignment of class, but the concept of writing purpose means more. One 

of them is what the writing seeks to achieve. The purposes of writing are: 

a. To express your ideas 

It means that the writer is a subject. The writer expresses the 

feeling, expression, personality, like and dislike. The purpose of this is 

to help reader understand something about us (personality, expression, 

as writer and how our way to see something. 

b. To provide information for your reader 

It means to give information and explain it. This focuses on the 

material being discussed and this known also as expository because it 

expounds on ideas and fact. It includes observation report, ideas, fact, 

magazine, newspaper, business report, statistic and etc. 

c. To persuade your reader 

It means to convince the reader about a matter of opinion. This 

writing is something called argumentative because it argues a position. 
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This focuses on the reader‟s point of view closer to the writer‟s. For 

example: editorials, letter to editor, research proposal. To persuade the 

reader we must convince to support the point of view. The reason must 

be logical and clear if you want to well argumentation. 

d. To create literacy work. 

It means our writing ideas is based on our view (opinion, attitude, 

observation) of some outside subjects. This means explanation because 

their goal is not share emotion but to provide readers with information 

that explains our point of view or position on the subject. 

3. The Importance of Writing 

Writing is clearly a complex process. It means that in writing 

students have to consider many things to build a good writing result. 

Harmer (2004: 31-33) states that there are many importance of learning 

writing, by writing students can: 

a. Avoid the limitation of time. 

It means that students have longer time to think than in speaking 

activities. They can consult the diction will be used to express their 

thought. They can check their grammar patterns. 

b. Practice the use of language. 

By practicing it completely, their ability in English can develop 

well. 

c. Summarize the materials that are explained by teacher. 

They use writing skill to make a note about what they have learnt 

while learning process happens. 
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d. Help in making a note as the preparation before the activity. 

e. Write a dialogue in speaking activities. 

From the explanation above the writer can conclude that writing 

skill is very important to be learnt. Writing helps us in solving and 

improving other skills in learning language. 

4. The Component of Writing 

The stock of vocabulary, grammar and understand how to make a 

correct sentence must be considered to make a good writing. The students‟ 

writing score will be evaluated by the scoring system. The aspects of 

scoring are organization, content, grammar, vocabulary, and mechanic 

(Nurgiyantoro, 2001: 48). To make it clear, the researcher will explain 

each aspect. 

a. Organization  

It means that how the students organize their idea. Whether each 

paragraph is organize well or not. The organization of the text is fluent 

in expressing, reveal clearly ideas, good organization, logic sequence, 

and cohesive. 

b. Content  

The content refers to the topic and its explanation, discussion, 

evaluation, and conclusion. It should be clear, specific, and relevant. 

The good content had fulfill the criteria such as full of information, 

substantive make a clear thesis development and relevant with the 

problem. 
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c. Language  

The students use effective complex sentence construction and 

make only few faults in the using of grammar. 

d. Vocabulary 

If the students could choose the correct words as it is function and 

master informing words. 

e. Mechanic 

Paragraph is a combination of some sentences which needs good 

spelling and punctuation. If the use of punctuation is not appropriate, 

the paragraph will be unreadable. So, the students should be mastery in 

writing good paragraph. 

5. The Process of Writing 

Writing has a procedure. Harmer (2004: 4-5) declares that process of 

writing has four main elements. Those are planning, drafting, editing, and 

final revision. 

a. Planning  

In this first stage, writes plan what they are going to write on the 

paper. When planning, the write has to think about three main issues. 

First, writer has to consider about: 

1) The purpose of their writing since this will influence (among other 

things) not only the type of the text they wish to produce, but also 

the language they use, and the information they choose to include. 
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2) The audience they are writing for, since this will influence not only 

the shape of writing, but also the choice of language, for example it 

is formal or informal in tone. 

3) The content structure of the writing that is, how best the sequence 

the facts, ideas, or arguments which they have decide to include. 

b. Drafting 

Writers can refer to the first version of pieces of writing as a draft. 

In this stage, drafting is necessary for helping the writer to write ideas 

and decide what should come first, second, third and so on, until the 

last. 

c. Editing (reflecting and revising) 

After the writers have produced a draft, and then they usually read 

what they have written to see where it works and does not. Reflecting 

and revising are often helped by other readers (or editor) who comment 

and make suggestions. 

d. Final revision 

This is the last stage of the process. It may look considerably 

different from both the original plan and the first draft, because there 

are many changes in editing process. However, the writer is now ready 

to send the written text to its intended audience. 

6. The Tasks of the Teacher in Writing 

 Learning process needs a guide in order to attain the goal. In 

education activity, the guide is the teacher. As a guide, every teacher‟s aim 

is to improve students‟ learning. When guiding students to become better 
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in writing, a teacher has a number of tasks to be performed. According to 

Harmer (2004: 41-42), there are some teacher‟s tasks in writing process as 

follows: 

a. Demonstrating  

A teacher should make the students aware of writing conventions 

and genre in each type of writing and pay attention to features of 

writing. 

b. Motivating and Provoking 

A teacher has to help the students by motivating or provoking 

them in order to have ideas when the students are lost for words, 

especially in creative writing tasks. 

c. Supporting 

Students need a lot of help and comfortable feeling when they 

write; therefore, when the students are writing in class, teacher is 

needed to be extremely supportive, always available (except during 

exam writing of course), and be ready to help students to solve the 

problems and overcome the difficulties. 

d. Responding 

Reaction to students‟ written work can be in form of responding. 

When responding, there are suggestions for its improvement, and there 

is no grading of students‟ work. 
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e. Evaluating 

The teacher is supposed to know the real condition of the 

students‟ ability when she or he evaluates the students writing result. 

Evaluation can also use as consideration for teacher to create a better 

teaching and learning process. 

Those are description about teachers‟ tasks in writing classroom 

activities. Hopefully by doing the tasks, namely demonstrating, 

motivating and provoking, supporting, responding, and evaluating, it 

can make the students have more ability in writing.    

7. The Students’ Problems in Writing 

There are some problems faced by the students when they learn 

writing. They are: 

a. Organizing Idea 

The problem usually faced by students in writing composition is 

about how to organize the idea into sentences. In writing composition, 

students will put their ideas and thoughts to be developed become a 

good written. It will be better if we start the writing process by 

choosing theme first before we write the composition. After that we can 

make an outline to help us in arranging the sentences or paragraphs. 

b. Lack of Vocabulary 

Vocabularies become complex problem especially in writing. 

Lack of vocabulary makes students often write uncommunicative 
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sentence. Besides that, they often choose incorrect words in their 

composition. 

c. Grammar Accuracy 

Grammar becomes very important aspect in writing. A draft will 

be said a good draft if grammar which is used is correct. 

 

B. The Paragraph Writing 

1. The Definition of Paragraph Writing 

There are some definitions about paragraph writing based on the 

some experts. According to Tarigan (2008: 8) states that paragraph is a 

unit of language forms which is as the result of sentences merging. Darma 

and Kaka (2007: 205) defines that paragraph is a series of sentences which 

are connected each other as a unity and form. It also defined by (Syamsuri, 

2009: 61), paragraph is a unity of mind, a unity which is more extensive 

than the sentences. 

From the explanation above it can be concluded that paragraph is a 

written form which is contain several sentences. 

2. The Types of Paragraph Writing 

Paragraph writing is divided into three genres.They are exposition, 

argumentative, and descriptive divides writing into three genres based on 

the form namely: 

a. Exposition 

Exposition writing aims at informing and making the reader 

understand. It is often called informative writing, because it seeks to 

THE EFFECTIVENESS OF DRAW ...,TRI RATNA MAELANI, FBI FKIP, UMP 2016



 
 

 

 

17 

give information and to explain it if it is necessary. Information writing 

focused on the reader when the writer wants to influence. Exposition or 

informative writing includes reports of observation, ideas, scientific 

data, fact, and statistic. It can be found in text book encyclopedias, 

technical and business report book or nonfictions, newspaper and 

magazine. 

b. Argumentation 

Argumentation is often called persuasive writing, because it aims 

at persuading and convincing the reader of writers‟ point of view a 

particular issue. Therefore persuasive writing or argumentation is focus 

in editorials, letter to editor, reviews, sermons, business or research 

proposal, opinion essay in magazine and books that argue a point of 

view. 

c. Descriptive 

In concentrates primary on things (noun) such as a person, a place 

and object, rather than concerning itself with the action (verb) in which 

the things (noun) participate descriptive writing permits people to share 

their sensual impression of a person, a place or an object. It appeals to 

the readers since of sight, sound, smell, taste, and touch. 

In this research, the writer choose descriptive text, because 

descriptive text is one of the genres that must be learned by students at 

every level of text English. The writer wants to know the influence of 

draw label caption strategy in teaching writing descriptive text. 
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C. Descriptive Text  

1. The Definition of Descriptive Text 

Descriptive text is a text that describes the object (thing/place/ 

people) in particular. The composition in their form should be written or 

described as really as possible to make the readers understand the thing 

described through reading our composition. 

There are three major things that can be described (Houghton, 

1984:446) 

a. Describing thing 

Like any text a descriptive text usually has a topic sentence, in 

which the writer introduces the things. Usually the topic sentence gives 

a general impression of the things. 

b. Describing a place 

Place is something though of only in terms of sight, it may also 

offer details of smell taste, sound and touch. 

c. Describing people 

When the writer wants to describe someone, his/her purpose is to 

convey to the reader the people‟s individual qualities. 

Descriptive text is a style of writing which can be useful for 

variety of purpose to engage a reader‟s attention, to create characters, to 

set a mood or create an atmosphere. 

From the explanation above, the researcher can conclude that 

descriptive text is description about something. It can be thing, people 

and place. 
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2. Components of Descriptive Text 

The components provided in a descriptive text are as follows: 

a. Generic structures 

Descriptive text consist of two main parts, namely the 

identification and description (Wardiman, 2010:10) 

1) Identification is the part which identified the things or phenomenon 

to be described and explains about it. 

2) Description is the part of this text giving the detailed information 

about the object described particularly. 

b. Language Features 

1) Focus on one specific object 

2) Use of adjective 

3) Use of simple present tense. 

 

D. Draw Label Caption Strategy 

1. The Definition of Draw Label Caption Strategy 

Draw label caption strategy is a strategyin writing that use a three-

step namely: draw, label and caption. It means in thisstrategy, the students 

are asked to draw something to get their ideas. Then, the students are 

asked to give the names of their drawing; they are allowed to label 

everything that is considered as important thing for them. The last, based 

on their label, they can make the sentence under their picture to tell about 

their writing, it is called as caption (Peha, 2003:47).  

Peha‟s statement is supported by Bumgardner, Bumgardner (2003) 

also defines that draw label caption strategy is simple strategy that consist 

of draw, label and caption. It can be seen that after picking a topic, the 
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students are asked to do a sketch, and then give the name or label 

everything in the picture and the last, giving caption for their sketch, one 

sentence that tell what is happening.  

Draw label caption is an activity that helps the writer to generate, 

develop, and arrange their idea. William (2011:1) states that draw label 

caption is a process that helps the writer figure out what his/her idea is. It 

means that draw label caption strategy will help the students in learning of 

writing and the students will learn another way to take a prewriting idea 

and begin to develop it into an essay. Briefly, draw label caption strategy 

is strategy that can be used in writing teaching, that consist of three-steps 

like: draw, label and caption. On the other words, the first the students 

draw their ideas on the sketch or drawing the pictures, after that, they label 

it to make it more detail and the last, they write the caption under the 

sketch, a sentence that tell what is happening or summary of it, and this 

strategy is not only how to draw, how to give label and caption, but it can 

be developed into some paragraphs to create a good essay. 

Based on the definition previously, the writer concludes that draw 

label caption strategy is strategy that can be applied in teaching writing 

whereas this strategy can develop student‟s ability in writing their 

descriptive essay. Moreover, this strategy will lead the students to convey 

their ideas easily because this strategy has some steps to help the students 

to create a good essay. 

2. The Advantages of Draw Label Caption Strategy 

Helping the Junior High School students to write a descriptive text 

through the draw label caption strategy is useful because it has some 
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advantages. First, the draw label caption strategy helps students to more 

focus to the topic of writing. While the students drawing, they will spend 

several minutes to think about what they want to write. Second, some 

students think that writing is very difficult and boring to be learned. By 

using the draw label caption strategy, writing becomes easier and more 

interesting. The last, draw label caption strategy can increase student‟s 

motivation, concentration and participation in learning process. 

3. The Weakness of Draw Label Caption Strategy 

The draw label caption is a strategy that is expected to be able to 

help the students to write a descriptive text. However, this strategy still has 

weakness. Some studentsare shy to drawing. They will try to draw as 

beautiful as possible, so they will spend much time in drawing, whereas 

the focus is not the drawing but the writing. 

4. The Procedures of Draw Label Caption Strategy 

Every teacher needs a safety net, a strategy or activity. According to 

Peha (2003:47), the draw label caption strategy is a simple pre-writing 

exercise that everyone can feel successful with. 

There are some steps in conducting draw label caption strategy in the 

classroom, especially in teaching and learning writing. The steps are: 
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No. Description steps Realization steps 

1. The students pick the topic. After 

picking the topic they draw a 

sketch by using a pencil. In their 

sketch they can draw anything, 

such as animal, tree, people, and 

etc. 

Draw 

 

 

 

 

2.  The next step is labeling. The 

students create one or more 

words in their drawing. They use 

lines to connect their label with 

the things they are labeling.  

Label 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Then, students write a single or 

more sentences from their 

sketch. It can be made 

underneath the picture. 

 

Caption 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

White fur 

Short tail 

Long ears 

Small mouth 

White fur 

Short tail 

Long ears 

Small mouth 

Black eyes 

Black eyes 
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Caption: 

 A rabbit has white fur 

 It has long ears 

 It has short tail 

 It has black eyes 

 It has small mouth 

4. For the last step, turn those 

sentences into a good paragraph. 

 

Draw Label Caption 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Caption: 

 A rabbit has white fur 

 It has long ears 

 It has short tail 

 It has black eyes 

 It has small mouth 

 

My Pet 

I have some pets. One of them is 

rabbit. Its name is Putih. It is male. It is 

very cute and funny. It has black eyes, 

short tail, white fur and small mouth. 

Every day, I give Putih some food and 

drink. It likes eating grass, carrots, 

vegetables and banana. My family and I 

love Putih very much. 

White fur 

Short tail Small mouth 

Long ears 
Black eyes 
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5. The Implementations of Draw Label Caption Strategy in Teaching 

Descriptive Text 

There are several steps are used in the process of teaching writing a 

descriptive text using the draw label caption strategy for Junior High 

School students. The steps are; pre-teaching activities, whilst-teaching 

activities and post-teaching activities. The procedures can be applied as 

follows: 

a. Pre-teaching activities 

The activities in this step such as: 

1) Review the previous lesson 

This activity is conducted to check the students‟ understanding 

and remind them to the previous lesson in order they are ready to 

learn the new topic. 

2) Teachers choose new topic 

Choosing topic is the first thing should be done by the teacher 

before start to writing. After the topic is determined, the teacher can 

guide the students to develop their idea through draw label caption 

strategy. This stage is aimed to help students to more focus to the 

topic of writing. 

There are three points that can be described in a descriptive 

text, that is, describing person, place or things. If the teacher chooses 

to describe an animal, they have to specify what animal will be 

described. For example, the topic that is chosen by the teacher is 

“our pet”. 
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3) The teacher explains the purpose of learning 

Before the process teaching and learning begin, the teacher has 

to explain the learning purpose and what the students reach after 

learning this material. 

4) The teacher explains assignment for the students 

The teacher should explain the assignment that will be given to 

the students after learning material. This activity has function to 

make students give more attention to the material, because they will 

make assignment after learning the material. 

b. Whilst-teaching activities 

Whilst-writing activities are the main process of learning. These 

activities are aimed to achieve the basic competency. These activities 

are conducted systematically through exploration, elaboration and 

confirmation. 

1) Exploration 

In this, there are some activities done by teacher and students; 

a) The teacher explores students‟ background knowledge about the 

topic. 

There are many way to explore students‟ background 

knowledge. Such as, showing a picture or video that related to the 

topic, introducing some vocabularies, and giving some question 

about the topic, etc. In this case, the teacher explores students‟ 

background knowledge by introducing new vocabularies that 

related to the classroom. For example: 
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 White fur 

 Small mouth 

 Short tail 

 Long ears,  

 Red eyes, etc. 

b) Teacher gives the example how to use the draw label caption 

strategy 

(1) The teacher gives example of drawing stage 

After introducing some vocabularies, the teacher guides 

the students to draw everything that will they describe. Before 

describing animal, the teacher asks the students about their pet 

because they are going to describe it. Then, ask the students to 

mention what is the pet they have. While the student mentions 

some pets, the teacher draws what the student‟s state in the 

whiteboard. For example: when the students mention “rabbit”, 

the teacher draws the picture of rabbit in the whiteboard. 

(2) The teacher gives example how to label the picture 

After drawing a pet, the teacher guides the students to 

give the label in the picture. It can be about the characteristics 

of the picture or type of the picture. Example; soft fur, short 

tail, long ears, and beautiful eyes. 

(3) The teacher gives example how to change the label into 

caption 

When the teacher has finished giving label to all detail in 

picture, the teacher helps students to change the label into 
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caption. It means the teacher leads the students to change the 

words in the picture become sentences by asking the question.  

For example: 

Teacher : What is it? (Point a picture). 

Students : Rabbit. 

Teacher : What is the shape of rabbit? 

Students : Long ears, beautiful eyes, short tail, white  

  fur and soft fur. 

Teacher : Ok. Now, please make a sentence about  

rabbit. 

Students : Rabbit has long ears. 

Then, the teacher writes the sentence underneath the 

label. Do these activities until all labels or words in the picture 

become the sentences. 

All activities in this stage have function to guide the 

students to generate and to organize their idea into the written 

text. These activities also give the students a chance to be more 

focus to the topic. 

2) Elaboration 

The activities that the teacher does during this phase are: 

a) The teacher explains how to write a descriptive paragraph 

Before writing a descriptive text, teacher has to explain 

about the generic structure of descriptive text (identification and 
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description). Besides, the teacher explains more about the 

language feature of descriptive paragraph, such as: using simple 

present tense, using adjective, pronoun and etc. 

b) The teacher leads the students to combine and arrange the 

sentences be a good descriptive paragraph 

First, the teacher writes down what should be the 

identification of paragraph. For example: “I have a pet. Its name 

is Putih”. 

When the identification of paragraph has been writing, 

teacher and students all together continue to combine and 

arranges caption become the description of the paragraph. 

c) Teacher guides the students to edit and revise the paragraph 

After combining and arranging the sentences become a 

descriptive text, the teacher writes the paragraph in the white 

board. Then, ask the students read the paragraph together. These 

activities have function to find some errors in the paragraph, such 

as, the tense used, the adjective words, social function, and so on. 

Then the teacher guides the students to edit and revise the 

paragraph. 

d) The teacher check student understanding about the lesson 

After revising and editing the paragraph, the teacher should 

check the students understanding about all activities above. If 

they do not understand yet, the teacher can give more explanation 

to the students. However, if they understand, the teacher can 

continue to the next activity. 
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e) The teacher gives an assignment to the student 

In these activities, the teacher gives a picture to the 

students. Then, ask them to give label to each item in thepicture. 

When they finish labeling the picture, ask the students to evolve 

the label into caption. It means the students should change the 

single word into sentences. 

When the student finish to turn words into sentences, ask 

the students to develop their sentences become a good descriptive 

paragraph. The students should determine the identification of 

their paragraph. Then, the students should arrange and combine 

the sentences become descriptions of paragraph. In this stage the 

teacher walk around the classroom to help the students if they get 

some problems in writing process. 

3) Confirmation 

In this stage the students will revise and edit their writing. The 

students will work in pair when their writing is completed. Then, the 

students share they work with a partner. Ask the student to edit and 

revise their pair‟s work. The way the students edit and revise is by 

underlining inappropriate aspect of writing, such as: choice of 

words, grammar, punctuation, spelling and etc. Then, the student has 

to give the solution to their pair‟s writing. Each student has to give 

improvement to their partner‟s work. Then, they should discuss their 

work. 
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After discussing, ask the students to submit all their work form 

labeling the picture, changing the label into the caption and finishing 

a paragraph. The assessment for the task can be done by analyzing 

the student‟s work sheet. 

c. Post-teaching activity 

This activity is done to end the lesson which can be in the form of 

summarizing, evaluating, reflecting, and following up activities.At this 

stage the teacher guide the students to make conclusion about the 

material that they learn. In order to make students more competent in 

doing this strategy, they can be asked to do the same things outside the 

class. They can choose the topic that interesting for them. 

 

E. The Previous Relevant Study 

In order to ensure the advantages of learning English by using draw 

label caption strategy, researcher has found relevant researches. 

In 2012, Henri Rinansyah conducted a research entitled “Using Draw 

Label Caption Technique to Improve the Ability of the Second Year Students 

of SMA4 Pekanbaru in Composing Hortatory Exposition Text”. From the 

research, he found that draw label caption technique could improve students‟ 

writing ability in writing hortatory exposition text. It was clearly proven by 

the improvement in average score of the students from 48.89 in pretest up to 

72.09in posttest. The similarity between Henry‟s research and this research is 

from the variable X, both of the researches use Draw label caption technique 

and the difference is from variable Y, Henry‟s research tends to hortatory text 

and this research tends to descriptive paragraph. 
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F. Basic Assumption 

Writing is a complex skill because the learners need a good content, 

organization, vocabulary, grammar, and mechanic when they are writing. 

Many students have no interest in writing because they are lack on 

vocabulary, so they are difficult to share their ideas in written form. 

Therefore, it is better for the teacher to make the learners have good ability in 

writing. 

To make students interested and more enthusiastic in learning writing 

descriptive text, the teacher can apply draw label caption strategy as a 

strategy that can encourage and motivate the students to write and also they 

will get meaningful interpretation easily. By applying draw label caption 

strategy in writing descriptive, students will get the great and interested 

experience in following the learning process. 

From the explanation above, it is assumed that draw label 

captionstrategy is an effective to teach writing descriptive text. 

 

G. Hypothesis 

Based on the basic assumption mentioned previously, the hypothesis is 

that teaching writing descriptive text using draw label caption strategy at the 

eighth grade of SMP Muhammadiyah 2 Purwokerto is effective. 
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