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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of the Research 

Writing is one of the four skills in language. Writing is very useful 

because it can convey the message by our minds in the written form. Writing 

is not a natural skill because one cannot acquire this competence 

automatically and easily. Writing skill is different from other skills like 

speaking and listening which can be gained through natural processes. In 

writing, he must recognize and understand new symbols. Writing is a basic 

language skill, just as important as speaking, listening and reading. Therefore, 

the students should be able to write well. Besides, they must be able to 

arrange their writings into cohesive and coherent paragraphs and texts 

(Harmer, 2001:79). 

Based on the description above, by writing students can express their 

ideas into written form and also students can make a good paragraph that will 

be clear to a reader. 

Descriptive text is a text that must be taught in writing at the Junior 

High School. A descriptive text is kind of text that gives illustration or to 

represent person, place or thing in detail, so the readers can visualize or 

imagine about the object is being described. 

On the other hand, descriptive text is a text to describe a particular 

person, place or thing. By reading a descriptive text, the writer tries to bring 

up imagination side of the readers; for example, when the readers read about 
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place that being described in the text, it seems as if they are on that place. 

And according to Abisarma(2001), a descriptive text is a text picturing the 

person, place, and thing with clear detail to help the readers visualize an 

object that is being described. By reading a descriptive text, the readers will 

create their sense of impression and get a clear picture of the object which is 

described. 

Writing a descriptive text is a skill that must be mastered by the junior 

high school students. It is not an easy work for students. Most of students face 

some problems in writing a descriptive text. The first problem is the students 

are not able to convey their ideas into written form. Besides, the students are 

not able to organize their ideas, so they are not able to start writing.Another 

problem that influences process of teaching and learning writing is classroom 

atmosphere. A teacher should create a conductive, meaningful, and 

interesting learning atmosphere. 

 After considering the problems above, teachers need to prepare 

themselves with a meaningful activity that enables students to write a 

descriptive text. The teachers should choose a strategy that can involve the 

students to write independently. The teacher has to have an interesting and 

meaningful strategy to teach writing a descriptive text. The strategy that the 

writer proposes is the draw label caption strategy. 

The draw label caption strategy is pre-writing strategy that can help 

students to generate their ideas before writing a descriptive text, fictional 

story or a personal narrative. It can also be used to introduce new vocabulary 
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or review vocabulary. The basic strategy is that students draw a picture, then 

label everything in the picture, and then give an overall caption or summary 

of what is happening in the picture. In short, we should follow three steps to 

apply this strategy, namely, drawing, labeling and captioning. 

 Drawing is the first step in draw label caption strategy. Peha (2003) 

states definition of draw is make a quick pencil sketch of your scene. This is a 

rough sketch a quick picture, they give themselves chance to focus on their 

topic and their writing is richer and has more detail. 

Labeling is the second step in draw label caption strategy. According to 

Peha (2003) label is creating one- or two-word text label for each item in 

your drawing. Ask the student to label everything they can think of, even 

different parts of things. Labeling has function to give information about their 

drawing. 

Caption is the third step in the draw label strategy. Peha (2003) mention 

caption is write a single sentence underneath the picture that tells what is 

happening in the picture.  

In conclusion, the draw label caption strategy is a pre-writing strategy 

that has three steps that are: drawing pictures, labeling the picture and turning 

the label into sentence. The draw label caption can really help students to 

more focus in their topic of writing. 

This strategy is assumed to be able to help the students explore their 

ideas in writing the descriptive texts. Furthermore, this strategy will help the 

students in constructing and generating their ideas. Finally, teachers can 

easily build students creativity and enthusiasm in writing a descriptive text. 
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So, the draw label caption is a strategy may help both teachers and students in 

teaching and learning a descriptive text. 

From the statement above, the writer would like to conduct a research 

under the title “The Effectiveness of Draw Label Caption Strategy for 

Teaching Writing Descriptive Text at the Eight Grade Students of SMP 

Muhammadiyah 2 Purwokerto in Academic Year 2015/2016”. 

 

B. Reason for Choosing Topic 

These reason why the researcher chooses this topic, they are: 

1. Writing is a productive skill that has to be mastered. It can be a good 

starting point to students‟ writing product. So, suitable teaching strategy is 

needed develop the students‟ writing ability. 

2. By using draw label caption strategy students are expected to be able to 

improve their writing mastery and it can motivate the students in learning 

English. 

 

C. Problem of  The Research 

Based on the background of research, the problem of the research is 

stated as follows: “Is draw label caption (DLC) strategy effective for teaching 

writing descriptive text to the eighth grade students of SMP Muhammadiyah 

2 Purwokerto in academic year 2015/2016?” 

 

 

 

THE EFFECTIVENESS OF DRAW ...,TRI RATNA MAELANI, FBI FKIP, UMP 2016



 
 

 

 

5 

D. Aim of The Research 

The aim of research is to find out whether draw label caption strategy is 

effective for teaching descriptive text or not. 

 

E. The Scope of The Research 

This research will focus on teaching descriptive text. The consideration 

is based on the syllabus of eighth grade of Junior High School. 

 

F. Clarification of the Terms 

To make the topic easy to understand, the researcher wants to give 

clarification covered in the title of this research: 

1. Effectiveness  

Effectiveness is serving to affect the purpose producing the intended 

or expected result, capable of producing effect (Pei, 1976:314). 

2. Draw label caption strategy 

Draw label caption strategy is a process that helps the writer figure 

out what his /her ideas are. It means that draw label caption strategy will 

help the students in learning of writing and the students will learn another 

way to take a prewriting idea and begin to develop it into an essay 

(William, 2011:1). 

3. Teaching  

Teaching is showing or helping someone to learn how to do 

something, giving instruction, guiding in the study on something, 

providing with knowledge, causing to know or understand (Brown, 

2000:7). 
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4. Writing 

Writing has been characterized as written thinking. The students 

should be encouraged to express their ideas, experiences, thoughts, and 

feeling (Finocchiaro, 2007: 89). 

5. Descriptive text 

Descriptive text is the text picturing the person, place and thing with 

clear detail to help the readers visualize an object being described. It can 

be said that descriptive text is used not only to describe a real object, but 

also to describe an abstract object (Abisarma (2001:13). 

 

G. Contribution of the Research 

Hopefully, this research will give good contributions to teaching and 

learning process for students, teacher, and researcher, especially in teaching 

and learning writing using draw label caption as a strategy. 

1) For Students 

The students will get easy strategy to write something by using draw 

label caption strategy. 

2) For the teacher 

To give information for the English teacher, especially in the eighth 

grade of SMP Muhammadiyah 2 Purwokerto, that draw label caption 

(DLC) strategy is more effective to be used in teaching descriptive 

paragraph writing ability. 
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3) For the researcher 

The researcher will know about the students‟ descriptive paragraph 

writing ability especially by using draw label caption (DLC) strategy and 

the researcher can carry out the strategy to the next teaching and learning 

in the classroom. 
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