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CHAPTER II 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

 

A. Reading Comprehension 

1. Definition of Reading 

As our knowledge of the reading process has evolved, definitions of 

reading have become more complex. Although “getting meaning from 

print” is one way to define reading, such simplified definitions do not 

adequately present the complexity of the process, nor do they reflect the 

interaction of factor which enter into the reading act.  

According to Nunan (1991:70) and Leu and Kinzer (1987: 9) reading 

is a dynamic process in which the text elements interact with other factors 

outside the text, through developmental, interactive, and global process 

involving learned skills. The process specifically incorporates an 

individual‟s linguistic knowledge. It can be both positively and negatively 

influenced by non linguistic internal and external variables of factors. It 

means that reading is regarded as complex activity that involves various 

activities, such as knowing each symbol and analyzing the words into a 

meaning. Reading comprehension needs an active thinking process in 

mind to comprehend and understand what has been read. 

Reading is the process of constructing meaning from written texts. It is 

a complex skill requiring the coordination of a number of interrelated 

sources of information (Anderson et al., 1985). Reading is the process of 
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constructing meaning through the dynamic interaction among: (1) the 

reader's existing knowledge; (2) the information suggested by the text 

being read; and (3) the context of the reading situation (Wixson, Peters, 

Weber, & Roeber, 1987, citing the new definition of reading for 

Michigan). 

Based on the explanations about the definition of reading above it can 

be concluded that reading is about understanding written text. It is a 

complex activity that involves both perception and thought. Reading is 

consists of two related process, word recognition and comprehension.  

2. Reading Comprehension 

Reading comprehension is one of the pillars of the act of reading. 

Reading comprehension is the act of understanding what you are reading. 

While the definition can be simply stated the act is not simple to teach, 

learn or practice. Reading comprehension is an intentional, active, 

interactive process that occurs before, during and after a person reads a 

particular piece of writing. Harris and Sipay (1980: 179), who say that 

reading comprehension ability is taught to be a set of generalized 

knowledge acquisition that permits people to acquire and exhibit 

information gained as a consequence of reading printed language.  

Reading comprehension is the ability to gain information from the 

texts for the purpose to know the whole information deeply. So that it will 

force the readers to read the whole texts to gain the covert information. 

However, Comprehension is a highly complex cognitive process involving 
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the intentional interaction between the reader and the text to create 

meaning. In other words, comprehension doesn‟t just happen; it requires 

effort. Readers must intentionally and purposefully work to create 

meaning from what they read (David Chard, 2008). 

In short, reading comprehension is the ability to read text, process it 

and understand its meaning. Without comprehension, reading is nothing 

more than tracking symbols on a page with your eyes and sounding them 

out. With the ability to comprehend what we read, people are able not 

only to live safely and productively, but also to continue to develop 

socially, emotionally and intellectually.  

3. The Aims of Reading 

The aims of Reading is looking for and getting information from 

books, references, texts or others. In Reading, the students have to 

understand the idea, the context, and the meaning of the texts in the 

passage. According to Anderson (1972:10) there are some aims of 

reading, those are: 

a.  Reading for details or fact 

The students read the text to get detail information of text or know the 

inversion that have been done by the writer or solve the problem of the 

writer. 

b. Reading for main idea 
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The students read the text (books) to know why the topic is good or 

interesting find the problems on the passage and make summaries of 

the passage. 

c. Reading for sequence or organization 

The students read the text to know what is happening in each part of 

the passage in every episode and solve the problem of the text. 

d. Reading for inference 

The students read the text in order to find out the conclusion from the 

action or idea in the text. 

e. Reading to classify 

The students read the text to classify some information or actions of 

the writer in the text or paragraph. 

f. Reading to evaluate 

The students read the text to find out the characteristic of each 

character then evaluate them, either the character can be imitated or 

not and the student tries to evaluate the writer has done or what he tries 

to explain or contrast. 

g. Reading to compare or contrast 

The students read to compare the plot of the text or content that having 

similarity with the readers or even contrast. 

Based on the description above, it can be assumed that the aims of 

reading are to get detail information of text, to classify some information 

or actions of the writer in the text of paragraph, to compare the plot of the 
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text or content whether having similarity with the writer or even contrast 

etc. 

4. Strategy Reading process 

In teaching reading according to Nunan (1991:78), there are some 

strategy that usually used by teacher¸ they are bottom-up and top-down. 

The explanation is as follows: 

a. Bottom-up   

One element of a bottom-up model approach to reading is that the 

pedagogy recommends a graded reader approach. All reading marital 

is carefully reviewed so that students are not exposed to vocabulary 

that is too difficult or that contains sound that they have not yet been 

introduced to.    

b. Top-down 

Top-down models begin with the idea that the comprehension resides 

in the reader. The reader uses background knowledge, makes 

prediction, and searches the text to confirm or reject the predictions 

that are made. A passage can be understood even if all of the 

individual words are not understand. Within a top-down approach to 

read, the teacher should focus on meaning, generating participation 

rather than on mastery of word recognition. 

Reading competence is a mental process and someone‟s ability to 

interpret the meaning of text by understanding lexical meaning (synonym, 

antonym), understanding contextual meaning, identifying main point, 
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finding detail information (explicit information and implicit information), 

inferring context using their background knowledge and finding 

reference. She tries to use some sources of the theory in order to fulfill the 

indicators of skill that student have to have related to their reading skill.  

She chose traditional multiple choice questions to evaluate students‟ 

reading comprehension. The traditional multiple choice questions “Read a 

passage and answer some questions” strategy is undoubtedly the oldest 

and the most common (Brown, 2004: 204).  The traditional multiple 

choices questions uses because it recovers macro skills and micro skills 

that are used to evaluate students‟ reading comprehension.   

B. Narrative 

1. Definition of Narrative Text 

Meyers (2005:52) states that narrative is one of the most powerful 

ways of communicating with others. A good reading story lets your reader 

response to some event in your life as if it were own. They not only 

understand the event, but they can almost feel it. The action, details, and 

dialogue put the readers in these seem and make it happen for them. 

Moreover, Anderson (1997:8) states that narrative is a piece of text 

that tells a story and, in doing so, entertains or informs the reader or 

listener. Narrative text is a piece of writing that tells a story. The story can 

be imaginary or based on a real incident. A narrative always deals with 

some problems which lead to the climax and then turn into a solution to 

the problem (Sudarwati, Grace 2007:154).   
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From the definition above, it can be concluded that narrative story is a 

story tells us about something interesting that has purpose to amuse, 

entertain or the readers. 

2. Components of Narrative Text 

Anderson (1997: 8) states that the steps for constructing a narrative are: 

a. Orientation 

The readers are introduced to the main characters and possibly some 

minor characters. Some indications are generally given of where the 

action is located and when it is taking place. 

b. Complication/ rising action 

The complication is pushed along by a serious of events, during which 

we usually expect some sort of complication or problem to arise. It 

just would not be so interesting if something unexpected did not 

happen. This complication will involve the main characters and often 

serves toward them from reaching their goal. 

c. Sequence of event/ Climax 

This is where the narrator tells how the character reacts to the 

complication. It includes their feeling and what they do. The event can 

be told in chronological order (the order in which they happen) or with 

flashback. The audience is given the narrator‟s point of view. 

d. Resolution/ falling action 

In this part, the implication may be resolved for better or worse, but it 

is rarely left completely unresolved (although this is of course possible 
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in certain toes of narrative which leaves us wondering „How did it 

end?‟) 

e. Reorientation 

It is an optional closure of event.  

3. Language Features of Narrative Text 

According to Sudarwati, Eudia Grace (2007:154), here some language 

features of Narrative text as follows: 

a. Using nouns: travelers, bundles, tree, road, etc. 

b. Using pronouns: they, their, its, it, etc. 

c. Using noun phrases: the dusty and rough road, a big old tree, etc. 

d. Using time connectives and conjunctions: one day, a week later, then, 

long time ago, when, etc. 

e. Using adverbs and adverbial phrases: angrily, in horror, etc. 

f. Using action verb: arrived, ate, went, laughed, etc. 

g. Using saying verb: asked. 

h. Using past tense: traveled, looked, saw, found, etc. 

Moreover, Anderson (1997: 15) says that the language features usually 

found in narrative texts are: 

a. specific characters 

b. time words that connect to tell when they occur 

c. verbs to show the action that occur in the story. 

d. descriptive words to portray the character and setting. 
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4. Narrative Text Types 

There are many different types of narrative according to Anderson 

(1997:8): 

a. Fantasy is fiction contains unrealistic or unworldly elements and 

magical adventure. Six basic motifs are covered: magic, secondary 

worlds, good versus evil, heroism, special character types, and 

fantastic objects. 

b. Fable is a short allegorical narrative making a moral point, 

traditionally by means of animal characters that speak and act like 

human beings. 

c. Mystery is a narrative that involves a crime or intriguing problem 

around which the plot is built. The main character embarks on a search 

to reveal the hidden secrets to explain clue-based events, find the truth 

and solve the problem. The focus is on the character and actions of the 

person solving the crime rather than on the criminal or victims of the 

crime. 

d. Fairy tales is a fictitious story about things that happened long ago, or 

things that may not have really happened. 

e. Myth is a story that usually explains something about the world and 

involves gods and other superhuman beings. 

f. Realistic fiction is a classification of literature containing stories that 

could happen in the real world, in a time and setting that is possible, 

THE EFFECTIVENESS OF ...,SUTENG SULISTIANI, PBI FKIP, UMP 2015



 

 

16 

and with characters that are true to life, yet drawn from the writer‟s 

imagination. 

g. Folktale is a story with no known author. Folktales are passed down 

from one generation to another by word of mouth. 

h. Legend is a narrative of human actions that are perceived both by 

teller and listener to take place within human history. 

i. Science fiction is fiction based upon some imagined development of 

science, or upon the extrapolation of a tendency in society. Science 

fiction is that class of prose narrative treating of a situation that could 

not arise in the world we know. 

j. Poetry is a literature expressed in various, metrical forms, structures 

and arrangements that are traditionally characterized by rhythmical 

patterns of language. 

k. Romance is a genre of fiction focused on romantic love. 

Based on the types of narrative text above, the themes of narrative text 

which will be developed in this research are fable, fairytales and legend 

story because these three kinds of narrative text is interesting and it can 

increase students‟ motivation in learning reading. 

C. The Power of Two 

1. The definition of “The power of two” 

On the book with title Cooperative Learning written by Agus 

Suprijono, it was explain that “the power of two” strategy is one of 

cooperative learning that the learning process is start with the teacher 
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gives a question which is need critical thinking to the students.  

“The power of two” strategy is one of teaching strategy which 

included in cooperative learning in which the students are asked to solve 

the problem by discussing with their pairs. “The power of two” strategy is 

study in small group by increasing group work maximally trough learning 

activity with their pairs to achieve basic competency (Mifatih, 2007). 

“The power of two” strategy means that gathering “the power of two” 

heads or making a small group which is all of students work in pairs 

(Ramadhan, 2009:1). 

“The power of two” strategy is used to emphasize the students to be more 

active, to think, to work together during teaching learning process. 

According to Muqowin (2007), “the power of two” strategy is an activity 

to increase collaborative learning and encourage the benefits of that‟s 

synergy, because two peoples is better than one. 

“The power of two” strategy emphasized the students team work when 

discussing with their pairs to find the answer of the questions given by the 

teacher. In this case, the students in high level will be the tutor for the 

students in low level. In this tutorial process, the high level students will 

increase their academic ability because as a tutor they should help the low 

level students, so they should think more about the material, whereas the 

lower level students will get more information from the higher level 

students. Based on the explanation above, she hopes that this strategy will 

be effective to be used in teaching reading especially narrative text 
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because it can improve students understanding about the material and 

help the students to comprehend the text easily.  

2. The Procedural Steps of “The power of two” 

According to Sanaky (2006:45), the implementation of “the power of 

two” strategy in learning process are as follows: 

a. Teacher gives a problem (find language feature, characters and the 

characteristic, and the moral value).  

b. Teacher asks the students to find language feature, characters and 

the characteristic, and the moral value individually. 

c. Teacher divides the students into pairs based on students‟ 

attendance list or randomly. After all of students find language 

feature, characters and the characteristic, and the moral value, ask 

them to work in pairs and share their idea with their pairs. 

d. Teacher asks the pairs to discuss each question. 

e. Teacher asks the students to discuss their result discussion. Here, 

the students asked to discuss the problem which is not clear or 

difficult to be understood. All pairs compare their answer from one 

pairs to another. In the end of the class, teacher together with the 

students conclude the material. When all pairs had written the new 

answers, they compare it with other pairs in the class (Zaini, 2008). 
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The Diagram of “The power of two”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

3. The Advantages of “The power of two”  

The consideration when she chooses a strategy is due to 

advantages. There are several advantages of “the power of two” 

strategy, as follow: 

  a. Increase the ability in sharing the ideas and compare with others. 

b. Help the students to work with others. 

c. Increase the motivation and stimulate to think. 

4. The disadvantages of “The power of two” 

The teacher give some questions 

Students make pair  

Discuss the questions in pair 

Students get a text 

Each pair join with other pair(group of four) 

Discuss in group of four 

Sharing in class 
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Every strategy has advantages and disadvantages, the 

disadvantages also accord in “the power of two” strategy. There are 

some of the disadvantages as follow: 

a. It is difficult for the teacher to monitor all the pairs. 

b. The class room will be noisy. 

D. Teaching Reading Narrative Using “The power of two” 

1. The Strategy of Teaching 

a. Exploration 

1) Teacher gives a text. 

2) Teacher explains the general information about Narrative text. 

3) Teacher explains about “the power of two” strategy and how to 

use this strategy to understand the content of the text. 

b. Elaboration 

1) Teacher gives a problem (find language feature, characters and 

the characteristic, and the moral value).  

2) The students answer the problem individually. 

3) After students finish answers the problem, teacher asks students 

to make pairs. 

4) Teacher asks students to share their idea with their pairs.  

5) After the pairs finish their discussion, teacher asks students to 

make group and share their idea. 
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6) During the time, teacher moves from group to group throughout 

the class, monitoring students‟ activity. The teacher may help 

students when students find difficulties. 

7) After the students finish their discussion, all of groups present 

their result discussion in front of the class. 

c. Confirmation  

1) After those steps are finish, teacher and students discussed it 

together. 

Cinderella 

Once upon a time there was a beautiful girl called 

Cinderella. She lived with her stepsister and stepmother. They 

were very bossy. She had to do all the homework. 

One day an invitation to the ball came to the family. 

Her stepsister did not let her go. Cinderella was very sad. The 

stepsister went to the ball without her. 

Fortunately, the fairy godmother came and helped her 

to get to the ball. At the ball, Cinderella danced with the 

prince. The prince fell in love with her, and then he married 

her. They lived happily ever after. 

E. Basic Assumption 

The thesis written by Rudianto in academic year 2011/2012 a title Upaya 

Meningkatkan Kemampuan Pemahaman Konsep Matematika Menggunakan 

Pembelajaran Cooperative Tipe “the power of two” Pada Siswa Kelas VII A 
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SMP N IV  Satu Atap Kalibagor Tahun Pelajaran 2011/2013, “the power of 

two” has been shown to be an effective strategy for teaching Mathematics.  

“The power of two” strategy helps the students‟ comprehension. 

“The power of two” strategy is one of teaching strategy which included in 

cooperative learning. It is study in small group by increasing group work 

maximally trough learning activity with their pairs to achieve basic 

competency (Mifatih, 2007). “The power of two” strategy means that 

gathering “the power of two” heads. “The power of two” heads here means 

making a small group which is all of students work in pairs (Ramadhan, 

2009:1). “The power of two” strategy is used to emphasize the students to 

think and to work together during teaching learning process. According to 

Muqowin (2007), “the power of two” strategy is an activity to increase 

collaborative learning and encourage the benefits of that‟s synergy, because 

two peoples is better than one 

Based on the explanation above, she has an argument that this strategy 

can be implemented in teaching reading especially in narrative text. 

F. Hypothesis 

Based on the explanation above, this research has hypothesis that “the 

power of two” strategy is effective for students‟ reading comprehension. 
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