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CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

A. Background of Research 

 Reading is a key to improve learning outcome in many fields of study. 

It has been known that reading as one of language skills that is really 

important to be mastered by students at any level. Reading ability is a basic 

and significant criterion to measure one‟s English level. Apart from the other 

language skills, reading still could not be separated from student in their study 

of English due to comprehend the material. From these four skills, Reading is 

an essential factor to improve the readers to another skills listening, speaking 

and writing (Catherine: 11:1996).  

In line with teaching English in Indonesia as a foreign language, most 

of the students at any levels of education get difficulty in reading English 

texts. Many research results (Syatriana, 1998; Hamra, 1993 and 1996; 

Mardiana, 1993; Kweldju, 2001) indicated that the ability of Indonesian 

students to read English texts was very low. It is observable that many 

students are still not able to comprehend texts when they enter the next level. 

Day and Bamford (2000) also claim that in general, students learn to read 

English as a foreign language find it difficult, and as a result, they do not 

enjoy it. Furthermore, most of the students lack of motivation in learning 

English and also students are shy, doubt, and scared to ask and answer 

questions. This condition makes English more difficult for students and also 

makes the students bored and it influences the students to be passive in 
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teaching and learning process. In the case of learners from Asian education 

background, participation in classroom discussion is thought to be especially 

problematic (Cheng, 2000; Flowerdew & Miller, 1995; Jackson, 2002, Kim, 

2006; Tsui, 1996). 

Based on the curriculum, one kind of the reading materials that is 

learned by the students at the second grade of junior high school is Narrative. 

Narrative is a piece of writing that tells a story. The story can be imaginary or 

based on a real incident. A narrative always deals with some problems which 

lead to the climax and then turn into a solution to the problem (Sudarwati, 

Eudia Grace 2007:154). 

Reading narrative text is important for students because the students 

will get more moral values. However, most students consider that reading 

narrative lesson is boring lesson. Students seldom pay attention to the content 

of the text. This happened due to many factors, either from the teacher or the 

students, even from the text itself. 

Many strategies, methods, games, and strategy that can be used to 

improve students‟ reading comprehension but here she (the researcher) choose 

one of the cooperative learning to improve the students‟ reading 

comprehension in teaching learning process. She choose “the power of two” 

strategy, it because “the power of two” strategy is one of the cooperative 

learning that require the students to work in pair or group and discuss the 

material. Hopefully, “the power of two” strategy will make the students 
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comprehend the text easily. The purpose of this strategy is to make the 

students understand about contain of the text.  

She entitled “The Effectiveness of  “the power of two” in Students‟ 

Reading Comprehension in Narrative Text” will be conducted to investigate 

whether using “the power of two” strategy in students reading comprehension 

is effective or not. As the English syllabus of the second semester in eight 

grade students of Junior High School studies about narrative and recount text, 

this research will focus on reading comprehension of narrative text as the 

material. 

B. The Advantages of “The power of two”  

The consideration when she chooses a strategy is due to advantages. 

There are several advantages of “the power of two” strategy, as follow: 

a. Increase the ability in sharing the ideas and compare with others. 

b. Help the students to work with others. 

c. Increase the motivation and stimulate to think. 

C. Reason for Choosing the Topic 

Reading is one of the language skills that most of students find difficulty 

in learning reading. The common problem faced by the students is reading 

comprehension. The students are not able to comprehend the text well. 

Therefore, this research tries to use “the power of two” strategy that can help 

students‟ comprehension. 

The reasons of this research are: 
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1. Reading is one of the language skill that thaught in junior high school, so 

it is cruicial for students to develop their reading skill. 

2. Most science and information are written in English, so the ability to read 

English text is important. 

3. The students have to understand the content of the text to comperhand the 

text. 

4. The students‟ comprehension and the students‟ achievement in reading 

class in SMP Negeri 2 Binangun are need to be improved.  

5. The use of cooperative learning, especially “the power of two” strategy is 

interesting for students in language teaching especially in reading activity.  

6. “The power of two” strategy stimulates the students for thinking during 

teaching learning process through discussion in pairs and also in group.  

“The power of two” strategy encourages students to be thoughtful 

readers, and help the students comprehend the text easily. This strategy 

helps strengthen reading and critical thinking skills.  

D. Problem of Research 

Problem of research stated by the question: “Is “the power of two” 

strategy effective for the students in comprehending the narrative text at the 

eighth grade of junior high school?” 

E. Aim of Research 

The aim of this research is to know the effectiveness of “the power of 

two” strategy for students‟ reading comprehension in narrative text for 

students at the eighth grade of junior high school. 

THE EFFECTIVENESS OF ...,SUTENG SULISTIANI, PBI FKIP, UMP 2015



 

 

5 

F. The Scope of Research 

This research focuses on reading comprehension of narrative text. This 

consideration is based on the syllabus of eighth grade of junior high school. 

G. Clarification of the Key Terms 

There are some terms in this research that should be clarified. They are as 

follows: 

1. Effectiveness 

Effectiveness is a measurement of the match between stated goals and 

their achievement (Frasher, 1994:104)  

2. The Power of Two 

“The power of two” strategy is an activity to increase collaborative 

learning and encourage the benefits of that‟s synergy, because two people 

is better than one. 

3. Strategy  

It means a method of doing or performing something. 

4. Reading comprehension 

Reading comprehension is a cognitive process in which a reader receives 

word which involves eye movements and thinking activities including the 

understanding and the remembering (Tampubolon, 1990:32). 

H. Contribution of the Research 

She hopes that this research will give meaningful contribution towards 

the improvement of English achievement, because the topic of this research is 
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important implication for teaching and learning English. The contributions of 

this research are as follows: 

1. For teacher 

It gives the inputs for the teacher through “the power of two” strategy to 

guide students‟ interaction in reading so they can comprehend the text 

easily. “The power of two” strategy also can be used by the teacher in 

making an interesting environment for the students.  

2. For institution 

The result of the study will be an input for the institution to improve the 

teaching learning in English, especially in teaching reading narrative text. 

3. For Other Researcher 

May this research will be a useful source for other researcher in the next 

research, and can give more information for other researcher in doing 

another better research dealing with teaching reading, reading 

comprehension and teaching strategy especially “the power of two” 

strategy for teaching reading narrative text. 
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