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CHAPTER II 

THEORETICAL REVIEW 

 

This chapter covers six sections. The first section is Theory of Grammar, 

the second is Students’ Competence, the third is Gerund, the fourth is Present 

Participle, the fifth is Comparison of Gerund and Present Participle, and the last 

category is Learning Error Analysis. 

A. Theory of Grammar 

The entire set of words is the language vocabulary. This will be arranged in 

one group, called sentence. The words can be meaningfully arrangement in 

appropriate grammar. In other side, grammar explains structural forms for 

description of a language. Because of that, people need to use language in order to 

maintain contact with other, gain information, give information, and accomplish 

goals. Burton and Roberts (1997:296) describe that “a grammar is the description 

of a language by means of a general definition of ‘sentence’ in that language”. 

Bloom and Margaret (1978:10), and Burton and Roberts (1997:284) say that 

“language is a system of communication”.  

Some theories from scientist are defined in other words. Cook and Sutter 

(1980:45) describe “Grammar as a set of roles by which people speak and write. It 

is also defined as the study of rules for forming words and combining them into 

sentences. Related to Swan (1998: XIX) “grammar is the roles that say how words 
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change to show different meaning, and how they are combined in to sentence. As 

additional, Hornby (1994: 176) defines a grammar as the study of rules for 

forming and combining them into sentences. 

Those descriptions inform that a language has forms of grammar that is 

used by people to communicate with other. Meanwhile, English learners must 

comprehend and master the grammar because this will help them to understand 

English language. 

B. Students’ Competence 

We must focus on our mind about students’ competence in learning 

language process. When they learn a foreign language, they must know the 

structural forms in grammar. Through studying grammar, learner knows how to 

produce grammatical system of the target language. Nunan (1991:152) says that 

“acquiring the grammatical system of the target use an inadequate knowledge of 

grammar would several constrain linguistic creativity and limit the capacity for 

communication”. So, grammar plays important roles in language learning 

activities, Velt (1986:1) describes “grammar as a simple knowledge. Your 

grammar is what enables you to understand every word you know to read as well 

as to speak and write words and sentences of your own. You have had a grammar 

of English for a long as you have known English”. 

If students afford mastery of grammar as a standard competence in learning 

English so whenever they can do communication with foreign people, because     
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grammar mastery is a basic knowledge of language to use English effectively in 

communication. 

From the description above, it can be concluded that grammar has 

important position which must be perceivable for students’ competence. They 

should know grammar knowledge as a system of communication. Without 

grammar, language cannot be functioned for communication. Based on Wilkins 

(1983:68) grammar is axiomatic that language is systemized, if it were not so, we 

should not be able to understand each other. 

C. Gerund 

1. The definition of Gerund 

The definitions of grammar are described by lots of experts. Among 

others are proposed by Mas’ud (1998:258), Thomson and Martinet 

(1986:228), and Hornby (1985:359), who state that gerund is the- ing 

from verb that is functioned as a noun and has exactly the same forms as 

the present participle. 

2. The Position of Gerund 

There are three functions of gerund: gerund position as subject, gerund 

position as object, and gerund position as subjective complement 

3. Gerund Position as Subject 

For examples: 

Reading is my hobby. 

Crossing the desert is very tiresome. 
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Smoking is bad for your health. 

Running is good for our health. 

Reading, Crossing, Smoking, and Running are located as the subject of 

the sentences. 

4. Gerund Position as Object 

Verbs is followed by gerund 

Admit 
Appreciate 
Avoid 
Begin 
Love 
Can’ help 
Continue 
Deny 
Dislike 
Finish 
Forget  

Hate 
Keep 
Mind 
Neglect 
Start 
Practice 
Regret 
Remember 
Stop 
Prefer  

(Nur Rachmat and Kristyowati 1994:81) 

For examples: 

He loves hunting. 

They finish speaking. 

I don’t like smoking. 

Hunting, Speaking, and Smoking are sited as the object of the sentences. 

5. Gerund positions as Complement 

For examples: 

Her chief delight is swimming in the river. 
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My favorite past time is singing. 

One of his worst habits is telling lies. 

What she likes is watching the children play. 

Her hobby is playing chess. 

Swimming, Singing, Telling, playing, and Watching are placed as the 

Subjective Complement of the sentences. 

D. Present Participle 

1. The Definition of Present Participle 

According to Richards, et al (1992:265), Rachmat and Kristyowati 

(1994:81), and Mas’ud (1992:248) participle is a verb (non- finite) which 

has been an adjective. The function is as an adjective that it gives 

explanation for noun. 

2. Kind of Present Participle 

Present participle is a verb end in the suffix –ing. Moreover, there are two 

basic definitions of it. It conducts in active sentence and it explains 

present. 

For example: opening, making, doing, breaking, etc. 

3. The Functions of Present Participle 

a. Present Participle in front of Noun 

As an adjective explains for noun, in this case usually it has active 

meaning. 

 For example: 
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The poor boy is swept by rushing water. 

The crying child is my brother. 

The barking dog is his 

He opened the envelope with trembling hand 

b. Present Participle Behind Noun 

As an adjective explains for noun, also it shows in active situation. 

For example: 

The boy riding that bicycle is my brother (or) 

The boy who is riding that bicycle is my brother (same meaning) 

The officer standing on that ship is crazy (or) 

The officer who is standing on that ship is crazy (same meaning) 

The bird singing in that tree is “murai” (or) 

The bird which is singing in that tree is “murai” (same meaning) 

c. Present Participle between Two Events 

If there are two events that have some objects which are happen together, 

so the form of present participle will be: 

Shouting, he kicked the door. 

Walking to school, I often see him 
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Being old, he has to wear glasses 

They were happy travelling in Bali 

E. Comparison of Gerund and Participle 

The writer compares gerund and participle through the examples below:  

Anton loves hunting  (hunting is a gerund form and the position is a 

noun) 

The barking dog is his (barking is a participle form and the position is 

an adjective) 

In despite of examples have same characteristic of V-ing. 

However, they have different function. In the first sentence, the use of 

gerund (functioning as a noun) allows the meaning to be indicated that 

hunting is a predilection by Anton. Then in the second one, the barking 

dog as an action that is did by dog (in the second sentences, barking is 

actually a participle, not a gerund, since it functions as an adjective 

modifying dog). 

 

F. Learning Error Analysis. 

The transformations of language structural forms become basic in learning 

error analysis. Point in time the researchers find faults in teaching learning process 

because the learners encounter strange language that it has different grammar in 

arranging word. Sometimes, the students who study foreign language make 

inaccuracy in speaking and writing because they are influenced by their mother 
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tongue. Based on Sujoko (1989:4) student’s error is inevitable that learners in 

learning the second language will make some errors and mistakes about the use of 

language rules. It is not surprising because the rule of this mother tongue is 

deferent from the target language. 

Nababan (1993:131) also says “mistakes don’t occur consistently”. In this 

case, the language users will make mistakes because they have not understood the 

language rules well or not least ever known it before. So, they are able to 

immediately reconstruct their language. In the reverse, errors may occur 

consistently. The language users are usually not conscious of making errors; 

because they do not know at all the language rules should be applied in writing 

and speaking. 

1. Factors of Error 

There are lots of factors in making error. Two of factors are proposed by 

Richard (1974:173);  Interlangual and intralingua errors. 

a. Interlingual errors 

Interlingual errors are caused by the interference of the learner’s mother 

tongue. Some sentences represent errors of a different class regardless of 

the learner’s language background such as stop talk!, read is my hobby, 

and I running fast. 

b. Intralingua Errors 

This errors are caused by students, difficulties in learning the target 

language it self. There is no interference of mother tongue to target 

language. 
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There are four categories of intralingua errors; those are over-

generalization, ignorance of the restrictions, incomplete application of 

rules and false concepts hypothesized. 

1) Over-Generalization 

Richard (1974:174) says “intralingua errors of this category is they over 

generalize the form of the sentence in language”. The errors occur when 

students create deviant structure based on their experience of the 

instances where the learner creates a deviant structure on the basis of their 

experience of other structures in the target language. For example: 

The students stopped talked 

It should be gerund form, so the correct answer is: The students 

stopped talking. 

I am sitting and also laugh 

 It should be not different between sitting and laugh because those 

verb is doing together in a time, so the correct answer is: I am 

sitting and also laughing. 

2) Ignorance of Role Restrictions 

Richard (1974:175) divides “The learner gets failure to observe the 

restrictions of existing structures, that is application of rules to contexts 

where do not apply. These errors occur when the students respond to the 

English grammatical item are unfamiliar. As the result, they try to create 

forms based on their own analogies, which are unacceptable in English”. 

For example: 

Students’ Competence In...,  Maolana Faozan, FKIP UMP,  2010



15 
 

Swim is good for our body ignores restrictions on the 

distributions of swimming. 

I am going to swimming in the river ignores restrictions on the 

distributions of swim because after “to” must be followed by 

Verb (present). 

3) Incomplete Application of Rules 

This category we may make note the occurrence of structures whose 

deviancy represents the degree of development of the rules required to 

produce acceptable utterances. Perhaps a question, in a statement form, 

omits one of the transformations or a question word may be added to the 

statement. The students do not apply the complete form of the target 

language. 

4) False Concepts Hypothesized 

The faulty comprehension of distinctions in the target language is due to 

poor gradation of teaching items. For example: 

We managed getting to the airport.  

It should be gerund form, so the correct answer is: We managed to 

get to the airport in time. 

I going to school. 

It should not be forget to give auxiliary verb, so the correct answer 

is: I am going to school. 
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2. Steps in analyzing the error  

Analyzing the error is a best tool in monitoring and analyzing of second 

language attainment by the learners. The steps in analyzing the error according to 

Van Ek (Subyakto and Nababan, 1993:137-138) are: 

a. Identifying Errors 

Here, the teacher should be sensitive in recognizing the errors form made 

by the students. (About this matter will describe by figure 1.2) 
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BS  = Mother language. 

BT  = Foreign language. 

A+B+C  = Inter-language 

A    = Mother language structures. 

B   = Outcome structures of mother language interference. 

C    = Foreign language have been mastered by student. 

Based on table above, those Inter-language (A+B+C) moves gradually 

from BS into BT area. In first inception, C is still little influence and A+B is more 

dominant. Furthermore, in transforming of second language that is studied by the 

students, they will make errors (B) in studying foreign language (BT). In other 

side, if the students study continually in learning BT, C will be more big section 

and B show the opposite. So the teachers’ effort is they give encouragement for 

the students to move from (X) to (Y) situation. 

(Subyakto and nababan, 1993:134) 

b. Describing Error 

On a rather global level, error can be described as error in addition, 

omission, substitution, and reading and coding of the words. 

c. Reconstruction the Form 

In this point, the teacher should reconstruct the wrong sentences become 

correct sentences.  

d. Classifying Error 

Especially, the teacher should look for the causal factor based on the 

categories of errors. 
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e. Evaluating Error 

It can make reference in Analyzing data in a quantitatively or 

qualitatively manner.  

f. Avoiding or Repairing Error 

The teachers make remedial exercises for the learners in centralizing of 

the general errors. 

Here was the diagram which was presented in figure below 

Error language is a general problem for the students. They make error in 

studying English because they face foreign language with the situation that is 

influenced by their mother tongue, and also they can not understand about point of 

structure form.  

In other side, if the learners make fault in speaking or writing English. It 

becomes the important experiences for them to know that they have made error. 

Meanwhile, every error is done by students that ought to correct once again, so the 

students afford to comprehend the truth. Error analysis may remind students in 

order to be motivated in understanding English structure forms. 
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